Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

ST™MFF
April 9, 2001 ExH. 2

Mr. E. William Brach, Director

Spent Fuel Project Office

Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop OWFN 13D-13

Washington, DC 20555

Dear M_r Brach:

This is in response to your Junuary 8, 2001 letter to Dr. Ivan Itkin, former Director of the
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management (OCRWM), in which you informed
Dr. Itkin of the settlement agreement between the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) and the State of Maine, and invited the Department to comment on NAC
International Inc.’s (NAC) request for an NRC approval of the UMS Universal Transport
System under the provisions of 10 CFR Part 71 (Docket No. 71-9270).

OCRWM's long-standing policy has been that it will accept any NRC-certified
transportation systems when we begin shipping to a repository. Consistent with that
policy, OCRWM has not reviewed any spent fuel transportation cask certification
requests, including NAC’s UMS Universal Transport System application. Therefore, we
are not providing comments on NAC’s request. The enclosed letter of September 2. 1993
from OCRWM to the Sacramento Municipal Utility District provides further background
on OCRWM's intentions for accepting NRC certified storage/transport systems.

We have and will continue to follow the development of these evolving transportation
systems to ensure, to the maximum extent practicable, that when we construct facilities at
a repository they will be compatible with these transportation systems. If you have any
further questions, please feel free to contact me at 202-586-6850.

Sincerely,

ake¢ H. Sin cting Director
fice of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management

Enclosure

cc:
Mr. Michael Meisner
Ronald M. Spitzer, Esq.
Randall L. Speck, Esq.
Sean M. Dunn, Esq.
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Department of Energy
Washmgton. DC 20585

September 2, 1933

Mr. James R. Shatler
Oeputy Assistant Genaral Managar

sacramento Munfcipal Utility District
6201 S. Street

Sacramento,'California 958%2.1330
Dear Mr. Shetler:

Thank-abumBrgst¥ lattear cated June 22, 1993, concerning the Department of

Energy’s acceptance of spant nuclear fuel from the Sacramento Municipal
Ut114ty District’s Rancho Saco plant -

In a Tetter dated Juna 15, 1933, to Mr, §, David Freeman, General Minager of
the Sacramento Municipal Utility District, I discussed the Secretary’s meeting
with Congressman Fezio and Dicks &ncd addressed the {ssue of acceptability of
Sacramento Munfcipal Uti14ty District spent nuclear fuel in a canistered

system certified for storage and transportation offsite to a Fadera factlity,
I have enclosed a Copy of this corraspondence for your {nformation. Once the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission has certified Sacramento Minicipal Utility
District’s transport-storage system, the Department would be willing

initiate the approﬁriate actions to include such a system as an accepteple
wasfe form under the terms of the '

Lnigh-Lgyel Radigactive Waste (10 CFR Part 961). At that
time, the Department would be in a better position to evaluate itg

acceptability as either a standard or nonstandard waste form. While we share
mutual goals of minim!zing spent fuel handling and repackaging, until the
Nuclear Regulatory Commiss{en complates {ts cert{fication, it 1s premature, as
I exrlatned in my letter, for the Department to commit to accept such

canistered fuel, either as a matter of policy or under the terms of the
Standard Contract.

I have ilso,considered your request to refocus the proposed Sacramento
Municipal Ut11{ty District, Department of Energy, and Electric Power Research
Instituta cooperativ. demonstration program to provide maximum benefits to the
Deparimant’s muti-purpose canister activities. As proposed, this program to
demonstrate a transportable storage system and a dry spent fuel transfor
system will «ddress savera) important {ssues relating to the mult{-purpose
canister system. These {ssues {nclude: the resolution of licensing and
orarational fssues rejated to canister transport and storage; the development

of a dry cask-to-cask spent fual transfer system to maximiza the use of the
canfster system at all utilities; and burn-up meter validation tests.
Therafore, because of the proposed {mportant contributions of this
demnastration program to the mult{-purpose canister system,
the program dess not dppear warranted.

2 rafocusing of




{ app}ec1ate yodr continued fatsresi angd involvement {n the Department s
efforts to design a multi-p

urpese canister system that considers utilyty
exparience with at-reactoy storage systenms,

Sinceraly, [

I mR
Lake H. Barrett, Acting Divector
Cffice of Civilian Redioactive

i an _ Waste Hanagemant
'.'-‘ 'ﬂ-‘
Enclosure




