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Chairman Nils Diaz
US Nuclear Regulatory
Office of the Public Affairs
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chairman Diaz:
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This letter is in support of LES to obtain a license from the NRC to establish a uranium
enrichment facility in Eunice, Newv Mexico.

As a consulting engineer born and raised in Lea County, I place great value on our
natural resources. With findings such as small impact on historical and cultural
resources, land use, air quality and water usage, I can place my full support for the
proposed National Enrichment Facility (NEF) outside of Eunice, New Mexico.

The NEF is a great opportunity for Lea County and for the United States. The Draft EIS
concluded that the NEF would have a positive socioeconomic impact on our local
economy. The establishment of this facility is important to the future of Lea County.
The Draft EIS concluded that the NEF would help to provide energy independence for
America as an additional, reliable, and economical domestic source of enrichment
services which will have a direct impact on attaining national energy security policy
objectives. In today's global environment, this is vital to all of us.

Lea County has had a long history of supporting the energy needs of our country and the
NEF will allow us to continue to contribute in a way that also benefits our local economy.

After reviewing the Draft EIS, I firmly believe that the NEF will be environmentally
sound to the citizens of Lea County.

Sincerely,

Debra P. Hicks, PE
President
Pettigrew & Associates, P.A.
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