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Dear Administrative Judges,

This is to let you know that BREDL is not prepared, at this point, to
comment on whether new information regarding dose consequences that
Duke provided to the NRC on September 20, 2004, is relevant to
Contention I. We have just learned from an ADAMS search that the NRC
Staff has further questions for Duke regarding the information that Duke
submitted on September 20,on which the Staff apparently intends to send
Duke an RAI. See draft letter from Robert E. Martin, NRC, to H.B.

Barron, Duke (September 29, 2004). The letter was posted on ADAMS on
October 5, 2004, ACN # ML042790124. Duke's answers to these questions
may shed light on the relevance of the new information to Contention I.
Therefore, before commenting on the relevance of Duke's information to
Contention I, we would like an opportunity to review Duke's response to
any RAl that the Staff sends to Duke.

We also note that the Staff has now informed the Board that it will take
a month to report to the Board on the relevance of the new information
to Contention 1. We are not in a position to duplicate what appears
likely to be an extensive review by the Staff, and therefore would like
to review the Staff's comments before filing our own. Once we have
received the Staff's comments, we will file ours as expeditiously as
possible in order to avoid undue delay.

Finally, we would request the Staff to keep us informed of any RAls that
are sent to Duke and the schedule for Duke's response.

Sincerely,



Diane Curran

CC: <tshafeek@duke-energy.com>, <elleman@eos.ncsu.edu>, Anthony Baratta
<AJB5@nrc.gov>, Antonio Fernandez <AXF2@nrc.gov>, Francis Young <FIY@nrc.gov>,
HearingDocket <HearingDocket@nrc.gov>, James Cutchin <JMC3@nrc.gov>, Susan Uttal
<SLU@nrc.gov>, <ACottingham@winston.com>, <drepka@winston.com>,
<MWetterhahn@winston.com>
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