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September 28, 2004

Dr. Nils J. Diaz, Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Diaz:

Thank you for your letter of September 8, 2004, outlining the measures taken by the NRC
to upgrade security at U.S. nuclear power plants. We share your interest in effective
protection against radiological sabotage at these facilities.

We also have an interest in protection against safety margin erosion at aging nuclear
power plants. In this area, we are troubled that the NRC is restricting meaningful public
participation in licensing proceedings with its changes to 10 CFR Part 2 and related
activities. We are also concerned that the NRC is relicensing aging nuclear plants for up
to 20 more years of operation without first determining that the current licensing basis for
the plants provides adequate protection compared to that protection provided by today's
safety regulations. The NRC merely assumes this to be true. The dangerous situation at
Davis-Besse clearly revealed the potential implications of unverified assumptions.

I am enclosing communications to you from many of our members urging you to redress
these challenges to the safe operation of U.S. nuclear power plants.

Sincerely,

Ke in Knobloch
Pr ident
Union of Concerned Scientists
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