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IMESTONE COUNTY forms the central part of the most north-
ern tier of Alabama counties. Agriculture has been the princi-
pal activity since settlement began, and except for a cheese factory
at Ardmore and several scattered sawmills, there is little industrial
development. Cotton, corn, and hay are the main crops, with cotton
being the chief cash crop. Rye, oats, barley, and wheat are grown to
a limited extent, and peaches, apples, pears, and cherries are produced
mainly for home use. Livestock is an important source of income.
Some dairying is carried on in all parts of the county, but the largest
dairies are in the southern part where there are also a few herds of
beef cattle. Swine and poultry are grown for home use and the sur-
plus is marketed. Most of the farm products are shipped out for
processing and manufacture. Ardmore, Elkmont, and Athens, the
county seat and largest town, are market and supply centers along
the railroads. '

To provide a basis for the best agricultural uses of the land a co-
operative soil survey was made by the United States Department of
Agriculture, the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries,
the Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station, and the 'Fennessee
Valley Authority. Tield work was completed in 1941 and, unless
otherwise specifically mentioned, all statements in this report apply
to conditions in the county at that time.

GENERAL NATURE OF THE AREA
LOCATION AND EXTENT

Limestone County forms the central part of the most northern tier
of Alabama counties (fig. 1). It is bounded on the north by the
Alabama-Tennessee State line and on the south by the Tennessee
River, which flows from southeast to northwest. The county has an
ageregate area of 568 square miles, or 363,520 acres. The connty seat,
near the center of the county, is 90 miles north of Birmingham, 175
miles northwest of Montgomery, and 310 miles northeast of Mobile.

PHYSIOGRAPHY, RELIEF, AND DRAINAGE

Limestone County is a part of the Highland Rim section of the
Interior Low Plateaus physiographic province of the United States
(1, 10)2» 1t lies in the Tennessee Valley and is comprised of three

* Numbers in parentheses refer to Literature Cited, p. 139.
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physiographic subdivisions: The Limestone Valleys, the Plateau, and
the Alluvial Plains (fig. 2). The first two of these subdivisions
cover most of the county, whereas the Alluvial Plains occur along the
rivers and creeks throughout the area.

The Limestone Valleys, loeally called the red lands, include the
southeastern quarter of the county, or practically all the part south
of township 8, south, as well as other smaller areas along the Elk
River and the eastern border of the county. This section ranges from
about 12 miles in width in the eastern part to about 1 mile in the
western. The area has an undulating to rolling relief, the elevation
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* State Agricultural Esperimant Station

Fieurg 1.—Location of Limestone County in Alabama.

ranging from about 556 feet above sea Ievel at the surface of Wheeler
Reservoir to 719.9 feet at the courthouse in Athens.? The smoothest
arts are on the broad ridge tops between the main creeks. Green-
rier, Mooresville, Bella Mina, and Harris are settlements on some of
the smoother areas. The surface is generally more rolling adjacent
to the major stream channels and especially so near the Tennessee
River.
The Plateau section, locally known as the gray lands, occupies the
rest of the county north of the Limestone Valleys. This section has

! Blevation data from U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey and U. S. Geological
Survey topographie maps or bench marks,
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wide variations in surface relief—several large areas are almost level
to undulating or gently sloping, while other areas, particularly in
the northwestern and western parts of the county, are badly dissected.
The largest of these extends northeastward from north of Blackburn
School to a point near the northeastern corner of the county. The
highest elevations on the Plateau are 800 to 850 feet above sea level,

Cees \TENNESSEE _COUNTY INCOLN_COUNTY
. |

QUNION HILL,

COUNTY

R —

LAUDERDALE

Figure 2.—Physiographic map of Limestone'County, Ala., showing the drainage
system.

and the elevation at the railroad station in Elkmont is 803.9 feet.
The roughest and most broken areas are along the Elk River and
Sugar Creek in the northwestern part of the county. The larger
streams in that area have cut narrow gorges 75 to 200 feet deep, and
in places along these streams there are bedrock precipices up to 100
feet or more in height. This dissected area is characterized by nar-
row valleys and narrow, winding, steep-sided ridges and knolls. The
slopes often range to 60 or 70 percent. - . ‘
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The Alluvial Plains section includes nearly level to undulating
first bottoms and stream terraces along the Tennessee and the Elk
Rivers and along some of the larger creeks. The areas in this physi-
ographic subdivision are from a few feet to more than a mile wide,
The first bottoms are subject to overflow from streams where they
are not protected by the system of dams upstream on the Tennes-
see River and its tributaries. In addition to the areas of general
alluvium there are some large shallow depressions, or sinks, through-
out the county that consist of local alluvium. Most of these depres-
sions are subject to at least temporary inundation during periods of
heavy rainfall. The stream terraces are often as much as 100 feet
above overflow.

The Tennessee River and its tributaries comprise the drainage sys-
tem of the county. Some drainage is through subterranean outlets
in sinks, and in localities where most of the drainage is through these
underground passages the surface drainage system is not developed.
Surface drainage is adequate for agriculture, except in parts of the
first bottoms and in some of the sinks and depressions.

Water for farm use is obtained chiefly from wells, springs, and
streams. Some farmers depend on cisterns for drinking water, and
artificial ponds are sometimes the source of water for livestock.

"Springs are numerous in the gray lands section. The entire water

supply for Athens is piped from a group of springs in a valley in that
part of the county. Water is obtained from wells in the Plateau
section at depths of 25 to 40 feet. Springs occur much less frequently
in the Limestone Valleys section, and well water is at a depth of 60

to 120 feet.
CLIMATE

The county has a temperate and continental climate. Winters are
moderate, the cold periods being short and erratic. Summers are
warm but maximum temperatures of 100° F. are rarve. The differ-
ence between the average summer and winter temperatures is 35.2°.
The highest temperature on record is 108°, and the lowest, —12°. The
average total precipitation is 48.72 inches; the total precipitation for
the driest year is 84.70 inches; and that for the wettest, 68.75 inches.
Snowfall averages 2.3 inches.

Moisture conditions are favorable for crop growth through spring
and early summer, but late in summer and early in fall there is rela-
tively little precipitation. In July and August the rainfall is about as
heavy as in any of the spring months, but the high prevailing rate of
evaporation nullifies its cffectiveness to a considerable extent, and
reserve moisture from earlier months is also reduced by transpiration
and evaporation. Consequently, tillage late in summer and early in
fall is not favorable for optimum growth of pasture or for winter
wheat, crimson clover, vetch, or similar fall-sown crops. The dry
period, however, is favorable for harvesting.

Wind is of low average velocity; hailstorms, tornadoes, or other
extremes of weather are infrequent. Rains are usually heavy enough
to cause considerable runoff, and erosion is often great. Erosion hazard
is greatest late in winter and early in spring because precipitation is
heavy. Alternate freezing and thawing have the greatest loosening
effect on the surface soil, and vegetation growth almost ceases. A
good growing cover can be maintained through winter if the right
crops are selected.

LIMESTONE COUNTY, ALABAMA 7

The average frost-free season extends from March 27 to November 7,
a period of 224 days. This is suflicient time for practically all field
crops grown in this part of the United States to mature. Late spring
frosts occasionally damage fruit crops, but early fall frosts are seldom
if ever harmful to any but susceptible late-planted truck crops. In
winter, field work is greatly reduced but many outside farm activities
can be continued. The ground is rarely frozen to a depth of more than
a few inches, and it usnally thaws in a few days. Alfalfa and fall-
sown crops are sometimes damaged slightly by the recurrent periods of
freezing and thawing, which is characteristic of late fall, winter, and
ea}ily spring. Frost also increases the erosion hazard by loosening the
soil.

. Normal monthly, seasonal, and annual temperature and precipita-
tion data representative of weather conditions in the county are given
in table 1. These data are compiled from records at the United States
Weather Bureau station at Decatur, which is just across the Tennessee
River, in Morgan County, Ala.

TasLe 1L.—Normal monthly, seasonal, and annual temperature and
precipitation at Decatur, Morgan County, Ala.

[Elevation, 573 feet}

Temperature Precipitation
Month Absolutel Absolute Total for{Total for,
Mean | maxi- mini- | Mean dt!‘e the Average
mum mum riest | wettest | snowfall
year year
°F. °F. °F. Inches | Inche Inch
December_..__ 45. 5 76 0 5. 04 4. 5:) nf;:. gg Imhé?G
January.______ 42. 4 79 ~5 4. 63 1. 90 8. 46 .6
February_____. 44. 0 84 —12 4. 43 1.25 6. 91 .9
Winter._____ 44.0 84 —12114.10 7.65 | 25 05 2.1
March________ 53. 1 93 4] 562 7. 60 3.89 .1
April____ T 61. 8 92 20| 448 278( 425 (1
May__._______ 70.0 100 34 383 3. 04 1. 97 0
Spring_ _.___ 61. 6 100 4| 13.93 13. 42 10. 11 .1
June__._______ 77. 9 108 47 3.79 1. 51 6. 53 0
July .. ____. 80. 3 107 54 4. 35 5. 39 4. 05 0
Auvgust________ 79.3 106 52 3.91 2. 91 8.09 0
Summer_____ 79.2 108 47 | 12. 05 9. 81 18. 67 0
September____ . 74.1 104 36 2. 37 1. 60 2.3
October_______ 62. 2 100 27 | .07 .30 | 8 sg o
November____ . 50. 9 85 10 3.20 1. 92 3.72 .1
Fall___._____ 62. 4 104 10} 8. 64 3.82 14. 92 .1
Year._.__. 61. 8 108 —12 1 4872 1234.70 | 368. 75 2.3
1 Trace. .- - 2In.1904. .. - 31In 1932,
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WATER SUPPLY

The water supply is generally good for all purposes. Springs are
numerous along many of the larger streams, especially in the north-
western part of the county, and consequently there is a good supply of
running water for cattle and livestock on many farms.. Where run-
ning ‘water is not available, artificial ponds for cattle, work stock,
and hogs can usually be consiructed with little effort or cost. Springs,
wells, or cisterns for drinking water may be had on most farms without
exceptional expense.

Wheeler Dam blocks the Tennessee River about ¢ miles below the
southwestern corner of the county and forms Wheeler Reservoir

(pl. 1). The reservoir, extending the full length of the county and
for several miles up the tributary Elk River, affords much fishing,
swimming, and boating and is within an hour’s drive of practically
all residents of the county. Limestone, Piney, Swan, Sugar, Beaver
Dam, Shoal, and Round Island Creeks flow their full length nearly all
year, and in their lower stretches, the year round.

YEGETATION

Forest occupies about 94,520 acres in the county (I6), chiefly on
steep slopes and the wetter areas. Nearly 60 percent of this acreage
is upland hardwood, about 26 percent is bottom-land hardwood, and
about 10 percent is mixed yellow pine and hardwood. Reestablished
forest on previously tilled aveas is commonly pine, either loblolly or
shortleaf. Pure loblolly pine stands established in this way are com-
mon and are a valuable asset to any farm (pl. 2, 4).

Originally the red lands part of the county supported a heavy hard-
wood growth of tuliptree (yellow-poplar) ; beech; hackberry; white,
post, and red oaks; blackgum ; hickory; and other similar trees. Tim-
ber on the level part of the gray lands is generally scrubby, and little
of it is grown to sizes suitable for sawing. Post, white, Spanish, and
red oaks; hickory; and blackgum ave the prineipal trees. The hilly
parts grow white, red, and black oaks; hickory; tuliptree; and other
trees.

Little merchantable timber is left in the county and that remaining
is confined largely to the steep slopes and wet {ands. Only a small
goantity of saw timber is havvested, a large part of the trees being
cut for firewood before they become large enough for lumber. A few
small areas of pine large enough to saw remain on the upland, and
some hardwood stands remain in he bottoms. Tittle tree planting is
being done except on those areas purchased by the Tennessee Vulley
Authority in comection with” Wheeler Reservoir. The principal
trees planted thus far on the reservoir arveas are loblolly and shortleaf
pines and black locust. Nearly all except the stéeper areas and wet

Iands of the county have been cleared.
ORGANIZATION AND POPULATION

Limestone County was organized in 1819, mainly from lands pur-
chased from the Indians by the United States in 1816. A small part
of the northeastern corner had been secured in an earlier purchase.
Settlers came in rapidly from States farther north and east. Largely
beeause of better health conditions prevailing on higher ground, settle-

Soil Survey of Limestone County, Alabama PLATE 1
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S, Stand of loblolly pine established ou abandoned area of Dickson silt loam,
eroded nndualating phase.
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ment was on the more elevated areas along Limestone Creek and other
creeks in the eastern part of the county.

The population of the county has shown a fairly steady increase, and.
in 1950 there were 35,766 inhabitants. Athens, the largest town and
vounty seat, had a population of 6,309; Ardmore, 408; Elkmont, 179;
and Mooresville, 101.  Most of the present. population is native-born,
and settlement is fairly uniform throughout the county. The Negro
population is confined almost entirely to the red lands section.

INDUSTRIES

Except for the cheese factory at Avdmore and a few small scattered
sawmills, there is little industrial employment in the county. A large
percentage of the agricultural products produced in the county are
shipped out for processing and manutacture.

TRANSPORTATION AND MARKETS

Two main-line railroads cross the county. The Lonisville and
Nashville Railroad (Nashville to Birmingham) crosses north to south
through the central part of the county. From Athens southward this
is a double-track road; northward from Athens to Nashville are two
single-track routes, one through Ardmore and the other through Elk-
mont. The Chattanooga to Memphis division of the Southern Rail-
way crosses the southeastern corner of the county.

United States Highway No. 31, extending north to south across the
county, intersects east-west Highway No. 72, at Athens. Freight and
bus services are good on both of these main highways., Several miles
of paved county highway are in service, and more paving is being
done. Graveled roads extend to most parts of the county and addi-
tional roads are being improved. At Decatur, Ala., 15 miles south
i){f Athens, there is a dock for waterway shipping on the Tennessee

1ver.

A number of small crossroad stores and gasoline stations exchange
poultry products and some dairy products for merchandise, Nearly
all parts of the county are served at least weekly by one of the numer-
ous traveling stores that take poultry and some dairy products in trade
for goods.

Some cream and milk routes extend into the more important dairy-
ing sections of the county. Milk produced in the county is sold retail
in Decatur and Athens or to the cheese factories at Decatur and
Ardmore.

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FARM AND HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Limestone County, exclusive of Athens, has 5 senior high schools,
3 junior high schools, and 51 white and 31 colored grammar schools.
The Athens schools, both white and colored, offer a full 9-month
schedule for all grades through high school. Athens College for
Women, a coeducational school, has an enrollment of 400 to 600
students and offers degrees in a number of college courses. School
buildings of the county are generally kept in fair to good repair, and
many have two, three, or more rooms (pl. 2, B). Some schools are
consolidated (pl. 2, ), and busses transport students to them from
the more distant parts of the county.




I B I TN P ey

Qe

10 SOIL SURVEY SERIES 1941, NO. 5

Churches of various denominations accommodate practically all
commnunities. :

Rural electrification lines are being extended to nearly all parts
of the county, and on May 1, 1941, there were a few more than 1,100
users in the rural sections. Numerous additions were expected to be
made during the immediately succeeding months. In addition to
lights, many farm homes are adding radios, washing machines, re-
frigerators, and other electrically operated home conveniences.
Eighteen rural telephone lines, serving approximately 100 customers,
extend into the surrounding county from Athens.

Rural homes vary from the one- or two-room shacks (pl. 3, 4)
to large, well-constructed and well-maintained brick homes. Much
of the red lands part of the county is owned by people living out of
the area, and the average tenant home is of poor construction, con-
sisting of three to four rooms, often unceiled and seldom kept painted.
The owners who live in the red lands usually have good to excellent
homes. A larger part of the gray lands section of the county is
owner-operated, and there the average home is a well-constructed five-
to six-room frame house, all ceiled or plastered and painted (pl. 3, B).
In 1945, 358 farms reported running water; 1,385, electricity; and
152, a telephone within the farm dwelling.

In 1945, 1,303 farms reported 1,363 automobiles; 485 farms, 540
motor trucks; and 601 farms, 732 tractors. Much of the red lands
is farmed by tractors and other improved farm machinery. The
plateau lands lend themselves less readily to the use of tractors and
other heavy farm machinery, and consequently a greater use is made
of mules and horses. Many farmers in both sections have tractors,
however, and use of heavy machinery is increasing. Temporary
barbed-wire fences are used in most instances, even around pastures.
Only a few fields are fenced.

AGRICULTURE

During Indian occupation of the area now included in the county,
deer, bears, ellk, turkeys, squirrels, fish, and other wild game were
so plentiful that little attention was given to growing crops. Actual
agriculture began about 1807 when the first settlers arrived.

Agrieulture was the main activity in early days, just as it is now.
All the settlers had a garden or a farm and grew crops largely for
home use. Soon they began raising corn, wheat, and livestock for
shipment, producing flax for clothing, and making maple sirup and
sugar for home consumption. Most o fthe clothing, shoes, and furni-
ture were made at home, The principal foods included wild gume,
salt pork, potatoes, beans, turnips, corn bread, coffee, and milk. .

As the county developed, large tracts of the red lands were cleared
because of their relatively high productivity. These lands soon proved
valuable for cotton and other common crops of the area. Before rail-
roads were built the crops were transported down the Tennessee River
to New Orleans, where a ready market usually could be found. Farm
produce was usually loaded on flatboats early in spring, because the
high spring floods were an advantage in getting over Muscle Shoals,
near Florence. Until Wilson Dam was constructed just above Florence
about 1918, Muscle Shoals was one of the chief obstacles to shipping on
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the Tennessee River. Cotton Port, an abandoned town a little south-
west of Mooresville, was the chief shipping point for the county. Some
supplies were brought down the Tennessee River and sold to early
settlers.

Because rapid shipping facilities were lacking, and for other reasons,
agriculture was somewhat retarded at first, but each farmer grew crops
ample for home consumption. The first rapid transportation was fur-
nished by the Southern Railway, which was constructed across the
southern part of the county about 1856.

CROPS

Cotton was planted on more land than any other single erop until
1939. Corn for grain usually ranked a close second, but in 1929 the
cotton acreage almost doubled that of corn. Since then cotton acreage
has declined about 40 percent, and corn has held its own.

Wheat and oats undoubtedly occupied an important place in the
earlier agriculture of the county. The acreage of both increased from
1929 to 1944,

The acreage of the principal crops and number of fruit trees in the
county for stated years are given in table 2.

TasLr 2.—Acreage of the principal crops and number? of fruit trees in
Limestone County, Ala., in stated years

Crop 1919 1929 1939 1944
: Acres | Acres Acres Acres
Cotton . - .o oo 60, 768 [106, 844 | 59, 776 60, 589
Corn harvested for grain_.._____________ 58,001 | 56, 287 | 67, 027 57, 963
Wheat . .o eioioaioo- 1, 269 133 355 2,716
OatS e 470 68 405 2, 525
Rye. oo : 48 20 41 250
Soybeans _ .. il.oaoan @ 6, 466 { 10, 500 9, 306
COWDeRAS. _ .- e e_- 454 1, 800 1, 579 3,914
All hay and forage_ __ . ____.._._.._... 18,854 | 14,724 | 31, 853 10, 8901
Lespedeza_ . . __ .. _______..___.__.. ® ‘® 16, 182 7,395
Alfalfa_ . _. () 63 781 1, 070
Timothy and clover_______________.___ (@) 233 778 175
Cloveralone_ . ____ . c.ooeo-. O] 1,183 3472 )
Grains cut green__.____________..____. 4, 303 1, 035 414 225
Legumes cut for hay _ ____ . _____.____.. 6, 269 9,444 | 11, 030 @)
All other tame and wild grasses_...____. 6, 373 1, 816 1, 531 2,026
Coarse forage_ _ _ ... ____._______.. 1, 909 950 4 665 ®
Potatoes. . _ ..o ceaccooo 207 659 770 578
Sweetpotatoes and yams. ... ... 251 318 476 143
All other vegetables_________________._. 30 81 62 a7
Sorghum cane (for sirup) __ __.__.________ 775 359 398 ®
TobaCCO - - e 2 2 8 5
Number ! Number | Number | Number
Peaches. _ . ._._. trees. | 16,502 | 16, 852 | 35, 695 | 37, 499
Apples_ _ o= do....| 14,660 | 11,701 | 20, 253 18, 688

t Number of bearing fruit trees given 2 Not reported.
for 1919, 1929, and 1939; trees of all ages  * Sweetclover only.
given for 1944, . . 4 Corn for forage.
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COTTON

Cotton is the chief cash crop, and on a large percentage of the farms
the farming program is built around its production. Limestone
County usually ranks among the first six or eight counties of the State
in cotton production. Clotton has been planted on a greater acreage
than any other crop in the county for recent census years except 1939,
when corn exceeded this crop.

Tn 1929 the cotton acreage almost doubled that of corn, the crop of
second importance. Since then cotton acreage has greatly decreased,
largely because of Federal control, while that of corn has increased.
Tn 1944 the total cotton acreage was only 60,589, as compared with the
106,844 acres planted in 1929. Though the acreage has decreased
almost 50 percent since 1929, the total yield has not been reduced in
proportion because there has been a better selection of land and the
use of improved management practices.

Nearly all the cotton is planted in April and May, the time of plant-
ing depending largely on the weather the farmers encounter in prep-
aration for seeding, ~In preparing for planting the general practice
is to plow the soil 5 to 6 inches deep, either in fall or early in spring,.
After the ground is broken, it is harrowed with a disk or spike-toothed
harrow, or both. The winter cover crop is usually planted before corn,
but in some instances it is planted before cotton. Where cotton is to
follow a cover crop, the ground is broken in spring after the cover crop
has made enough growth to produce 12 to 20 pounds of green tops to
each 100 squave feet (18).

After the ground has been broken and harrowed, various methods
are used in prepaving the seedbed. Most of the farmers on the more
level areas use 2-row tractors and planters, applying fertilizer and
planting seed in one operation. Where the land is more rolling or
where the farms are small, the fertilizer is applied with a 1-horse
distributor and then bedded. The seeds are then planted on the ridge.
Part of the fertilizer is bedded, while the rest is applied at the time of
planting. A common practice is to use 400 to 700 pounds of 6-8-4°2
fertilizer.

As soon as the cotton begins to grow, the ground is plowed or har-
rowed to kill the young grass and weeds. When the plants are 3 to 4
inches high, they are thinned to 10- to 18-inch hills, one or two stalks
being left in each hill.  Soon after thinning, the cotton is enltivated
in a manner that will work some of the soil back against the plants.
After this, the crop is cultivated at 10- to 15-day intervals, depending
largely on frequency of rains.  Cultivation kills the young weeds and
arass and meadually works the soil around the stalks, Usually the
cotton is gone over once or twice with hoes to thin the cotton and
cut out the weeds not killed by cultivators. The tillage season lasts
from 6 to 8 weeks, or until the stalks are large enough to shade the
ground and check the growth of grass and weeds.

All cotton produced in the county is sold, shipment being by truck
or railroad. Much of the seed is marketed and shipped, though some
is retained for the next year's seeding and some is used for cow feed.*

! Percentages of nitrogen, phosphoric acid, and potash, 1-espectively;
*Tispark, H. B, and Dick, J. B. RESULTS OF COTTON VARIETY TESTS IN ALABAMA.
Ala. Agr. Expt. Sta. leaflet, 13 pp., 1940. [Processed.]
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CORN

Corn has ranked a close second to cotton throughout most of the
history of the county. In 1939 corn for grain exceeded cotton by
more than 7,000 acres, but in 1944 it reverted to second place again.
The acreage of hybrid corn is increasing rapidly. The county pro-
duces somewhat more corn than is consumed on the farms, and the
greater part of the surplus is shipped by truck to markets in Deca-
tur, Florence, and Huntsville, or sold to feed mills in Athens where
it can be ground and shipped in mixed feeds. Most of the surplus is
produced on the bottom lands along the rivers and larger creeks.

The average long-term yield has been slightly less than 17 bushels
an acre for the county. The shift of corn from bottom lands to up-
lands as a result of flooding large parts of the bottom land along the
Tennessee and Elk Rivers and larger creeks is probably reflected in
the somewhat lower than average acre yield reported for 1939. Many
farmers feel that they can increase the acre yield considerably through
careful choice of land and better management practices. In 1944
the yield was 20.8 bushels per acre.

Many farmers plant vetch or some other winter cover crop in the
center of the cotton row the latter part of August or in September.
This cover crop is allowed to make growth until early in spring and
is then plowed under as a green-manure crop, usually for corn. In
preparation for corn the land is plowed broadcast and harrowed in
much the same way as the cotton land.®

At planting time rows are marked off 3 to 4 feet apart, and varving
quantities and kinds of fertilizer are applied in the drill. As with
cotten the fertilizer is applied in the bottom of the firrow, and a
small qnantity of soil is allowed to roll in on top before the corn is
dropped in the same furrow. TFertilizing and seeding are usually done
in one operation, cither by the 2-row tractor-drill or by the 1- or
2-row horse-drawn planter. Corn is planted in a deeper furrow and
covered deeper than cotton. The seed is spaced 10 to 12 inches apart
and after the stalks are a few inches high, the plants may be thinned
to 24 or 36 inches. Hybrid corn is spaced more closely and fertiliza-
tion is at a higher rate. Corn is planted somewhat later than cotton
generally during May. ’

Cultivation is practiced chiefly to eliminate weeds that compete
with the corn.  As with cotton, corn is enltivated at 10- to 156-day
intervals, depending on the weather, until about the time tassels begin
to show. About 6 weeks after planting many farmers apply 50 to
75 pounds of nitrate of soda or its equivalent fo the corn.  The fields
are generally gone over at least once with a hoe to cut out the weeds
and small sprouts not killed by plowing. 1In tillage an effort is made
to work the soil up around the cornstalks gradually so that they will
be well braced when they reach maturity.

HAY

Alfalfa, clover or timothy, lespedeza, small grains cut for hay
and other tame and wild hay occupied 10,891 acres in 1944, a decrease
of 20,962 acres from 1939 when the highest hay acreage was reported.

*MAYTON, E. L. RESULTS OF CORN VARIETY TESTS IN ALA v
Sta. leaflet, § pp., 1941, - [Processed.] BAMA, .fsla. Agr. Bxpt.




I I N

~ -

14 SOIL SURVEY SERIES 1941, NO. 5

Much of the hay planted in past years has been cowpeas and soybeans,
with some red clover and timothy. Lespedeza, sericea lespedeza, and
alfalfa ave becoming more important. Most of the alfalfa acreage is
on red soils, because little is known about its growth on the gray soils.
A large part of the hay produced is consumed on the farms. Though
many work animals have been replaced by tractors, the increase n
dairy and beef cattle has tended to maintan or increase the need for
hay.” A moderate quantity of hay is used in mixed feeds and some
is shipped by truck.

Lespedeza is sown on a large acreage, mostly for hay but to some
extent for seed. Yields of 14 to 134 tons of hay an acre ave obtained,
some of which is sold on outside markets. The crop is generally
planted during March, either in a small-grain field or alone on a
freshly prepared seedbed. In some instances the seed is broadcast
on unplowed land and the soil is then scarified. TFor hay, 25 to 50
pounds of sced an acre is sown. The seed is broadeast by various
hand-operated blowers and covered lightly or planted by small grain
drills with a Jespedeza attachment.  Little fertilizer isapplied directly

under lespedeza, but in some instances a-moderate quantity of phos-

phate may be used. Only one planting is needed, as lespedeza reseeds

itself.
Unless care has been exercised in previous years to keep down weeds

on the land, there are likely to be many weeds on the lespedeza field.
To prevent these weeds from interfering with harvesting, many
farmers prefer to eradicate them by going over the field once or twice
during summer with a mowing machine set to cut high. The weeds
are then raked off so that the hay will be as clean as possible.

Sericea lespedeza is an important hay and grazing crop. In pre-
paring for seeding, the land is plowed in fall or early in spring and
then harrowed a few times to kill weeds and grass. From 30 to 40
younds an acre of seed is planted during March, April, May, or July.

£ covered, the covering should be extremely light. During the first
year little if any hay is expected, because the stands are irregular and
the growth is not vigorons enough to keep down weeds, but during suc-
cessive years yields are good. 'The crop is cut once or twice each year
when the stems are 15 to 18 inches high. The use of 600 to 1,000
pounds of basic slag or the equivalent in phosphate per acre is recom-
mended (6). Sericea lespedeza, being a perennial, will probably
continue to produce hay for at least 4 years or more (2).

Cowpeas and soybeans for hay are sown broadcast by grain drill
or by hand, usually during June or early in July. In some instances
these crops are sown following the harvest of a’small-grain crop, but
in others they are planted on land left idle since the removal of a
crop the previous year. For hay, cowpeas and soybeans are not
{illed and little fertilizer is applied. Cowpeas are seeded at the rate
of 1 to 114 bushels an acre, but the rate of seeding for soybeans differs
somewhat, depending on the variety planted, because the size of seed
varies considerably according to variety. For the smaller varieties,
14 bushel of seed an acre is sufficient; for larger varieties, 1 bushel is
used. Yields of 14 to 114 tons of hay an acre are produced.

Alfalfa is becoming a more important hay crop, especially in the
red lands part of the county (pl. 8, ). To provide a favorable
seedbed for alfalfa, a good growth of vetch or some other winter cover
crop is turned under late in spring. During summer the ground is

e
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harrowed often enough to keep down or kill the weeds. A few we
before seeding, 3 to 4 tons of ground agricultural limestone abf)gi
50 pounds of muriate of potash (potassium chloride), and 500 i)ounds
of superphosphate or 1,000 pounds of basic slag an acre are applied
::nd thoroughly worked into the soil. An annual top dressing of about
50 pounds of muriate of potash and 500 pounds of su erphgsphate or
1,000 pounds of basic slag an acre is recommended (6). The top
dressing is usually applied in spring after the first hay cutting or in
fall after the last cutting. After top dressing is broadcast the Iand
is harrowed with a disk harrow set at a very slight angle,and then
crcéss-ldlgzrrqwgd with a section harrow.
eeding 1s done in August or September with a wheelba
a cyclone seeder, or by hand. Twenty-five pounds or n:‘;‘;);v osfees(l:l(‘i,
an acre are planted. After the stand has become well established, hay
1s cut two or three times a year, depending on the rapidity of gro,wth
A good sod of alfalfa will remain 4 to 6 years or more. ‘The length of
time alfalfa will remain on a given field is dependent on the t;pe of
soil, thé fertilization, the care of the sod, and the effort used to eradi-
cate weeds. Some fairly good alfalfa fields have been established in
the county, and more interest is being shown in the crop each year
]f]&nn}ml )ﬁslds of 2, 3, or more tons an acre are obtained. Some of the
tligy f]:ri?sf for shipment out of the county, but a large part is fed on
Kudzu is being tried on only a few farms as a hay cro
interest is being shown in its use on badly eroded arei,s silﬁebiltlts;(‘)\llg:
as a check to erosion and as a temporary grazing crop, and hay crop
E{puq(lztuﬂllscﬁs‘l‘:ﬁ’ly r}opagated by 2-year-old crowns set about 10 feet
apart e . 1es i
sw;etpotato nts, e crowns are set in about the same manner as
for a good hay crop from kudzu, the land is thoroug
harrowed in order that o mowing Ir,lachine and rakeocaz;lhll){a g}'(i):":;do?ee
the ground readily. The ground is fertilized with 400 to 600 pounds
of basic slag, or its equivalent, and good applications of manure are
made when available. The manure is applied so that it does (not
come 1n direct contact with the plants. The ground should be well
Itilll(le(l for 1 or 2 years so that weeds and grass will not choke out the
bu zu. Cotton. corn, or similar clean-cultivated crops are planted
1etween the rows, and their cultivation serves to control weeds. A fter
or 2 years of good care, the kudzu plants will have formed a good
stand by rooting from the joints and spreading. g

SMALL GRAINS

The acreage plunted to wheat, oats, i i
‘ y , oats, rye, and barley varies consider-
ably from year to year. Wheat usual‘ly’ pl'oduces):mly fair yiel(Llls
though fairly high returns can be obtained with proper selection of
land and correct. fertilization. Yields of 25 to 30 bushels or more an
acrte) have been reported, but the county average is generally less than
19 ushels. A small part of the wheat is ground into flour for home
Fﬁg,ci(ilm? is uéed 5111 mixed feeds, and some is sold and shipped out of
 county. : X in harvesti [
the oats.) Small combines are used in harvesting much of the wheat
Oat yields are good under ) i
are good management; yields of 60 to 75
bushels an acre have been reported, but the avera’ge for the county is
generally below 15 bushels an acre. The better farmers average 30 to




t
1
t
1
£
¢
£
I
€
r
v
v

e

e e e

16 SOIL SURVEY SERIES 1941, NO. 5
60 bushels an acre. For the best crop, a rust-resistant variety is chosen
and the seed is treated to prevent smut. Oats sown during September
or the first part of October usually average nearly twice as large a
yield as the spring-seeded crop. Where oats are seeded after a well-
fertilized crop of cotton, fertilizer is generally not applied except as a
top dressing. Irom 100 to 300 pounds of nitrate of soda an acre is ap-
plied late in February or in March. Oats are used as feed for work
stock, hogs, and poultry ; but some ave shipped, used in the preparation
of mixed feeds, or planted for spring and early summer grazing.

Rye and barley ave planted mainly for spring and simmer grazing.
A small acreage of both crops is havvested for seed, but the county
probably produces less seed {rom these two crops than is used in sow-
tng the following year (8).

WINTER COVER CROPS

Vetch and crimson clover ave the chief winter cover crops, but
Austrian winter peas are used to a limited extent.  Some of the vetch
arieties used are hairy, Willamette, monantha, and common. Crimson
clover produces seed rather abundantly and is preferred to vetch on
the more fertile areas. The harvd-seeded strains generally produce :
stand each suceeeding yvear.

During the latter part of August or in September vetch is planted
in cotton or corn middles, commonly with a 2-row planter.
The fertilizer, usually 400 to 600 pounds of basic slag or 200
to 400 poands of superphosphate per acre, is drilled with 20 to 3
pounds of seed, all in one operation.  1f basic slag is used, the seed
and fertilizer arve sometimes mixed.  When superphosphate is used,
care is exercised to keep the seed sepavate, because the imoculation is
killed by superphosphute.

Unless fall rains are plentiful, the cover crop will not make any
considerable growth until spring. When used as a cover crop, the
growth is turned under when it has produced 12 to 20 pounds of green
tops per 100 square feet. Complete coverage of all growth is aimed
at in this turning.  Where vetel is grown for seed, as o small part of
the crop is, the plants are allowed to nmlure, and the seed is then har-
vested by combine. Some farmers harvest seed for home nse or for
market, but the majority prefer buying seed.  Some diftienlty has been
met in producing seed from (he more desivable winter cover erops,
but this is being overcome somewhat by a proper choice of varieties.

SEED CROPS

Lespedeza seed is harvested and waeketed by many favmers, and
common white clover is grown for seed by a Tew Lfurmers (pl. ok, ).
Nearly all the seed from both crops is used in this or nearby counties.
Lespedeza is planted in February or Marcly, the same as when sown
for hay, and allowed to mature on a smooth seedbed where weeds
and sprouts have been kept off fairly well. The seed is harvested
in September or October. Good seed crops have been harvested from
some fields, especially those well fertilized and on which a good stand
has been obtained.

To grow common white clover seed, the land is well prepared some

& ) prep
time in advance of seeding time, which is September 1 to October
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4, Meager tenant quarters in the red lands.
B, Typical home on an owner-operated farm in the gray lands.
C, Good yields of alfalfa on Decatur, Dewey, and Abernathy solls.

PLATE 3

1




Soil Survey of Limestone County, Alabama PLATE 4

: e i , ¥ ) . RS

-4, Seed crop of conunon white clover on Decatur silty clay loam, eroded undulat-
ing phase.

B, Sheep on closely grazed pasture on Melvin silt loan:.

C, Landscape showing Abernathy silt loam, level phase, in foreground and De-
catur silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase, in background.
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15 or the latter part of February. A smooth firm seedbed is desirable,
and just before seeding the surface is seratched lightly with a har-
row. FKrom 5 to 10 pounds of seed an acre is broudeast and then cov-
ered only lightly, if at all. The ground is kept exceptionally clean
in order that harvesting machinery can be used safely. Harvesting
is done with a mowing machine and rake, as in hay harvest, or by
use of a small grain combine. Yields of 100 to 200 pounds an acre
have been obtained.
OTHER CROPS

Potatoes, sweetpotatoes, and other vegetables and fruits are grown
largely for home consumption and local markets.  Nearly all farmers
owning homes have a few fruit trees, including peaches, apples, pears,
and cherries, but many of the trees are not kept well pruned and
sprayed. Some grapes are grown by many farmers, but few are pro-
duced for other than home use. Many farmers produce sorghum for
family consumption. Iew special crops are grown; burley tobacco
is grown in a few small fields, most of which are north of Elkmont.

ROTATIONS AND FERTILIZERS

Rotation systems vary greatly in the county. The red lands (Deca-
tur and Dewey soils) are planted to cotton almost continuously,
whereas corn is planted alimost every year on the better bottom lands or
basins. A 8-year rotation is practiced on some upland farms. The
land is planted to cotton and a erop of veteh is sown between the rows
the first year. The vetch is plowed under in spring and followed by
a crop of corn. After the corn, or for the third year, the land is
planted to small grain, which is in turn followed by lespedeza, cow-
peas, or such hay crops.

Some fields are planted to corn the first year and then sown to
lespedeza for 1 or 2 years before another crop of corn is grown. This
type of rotation is used more frequently on the imperfectly drained
bottom and colluvial soils where cotton is not grown successfully.
Often a farmer may rotate crops on some of these fields regularly,
but because of some peculiar condition sometimes prevailing, he may
use no rotation at all. .

In 1939, 91 percent of the farms in the county used fertilizer, as
compared with 71.8 percent in 1919 and 89.3 percent in 1929. IEduca-
tion in improved furming methods, the recent exll)ansion in use of
legumes, and the rapid loss of soil fertility through use and erosion
are probable factors contributing to the increased use of commereial
fertilizer. In recent years the desire to increase produetion on cotton
Tands has been an influence toward greater use of commereial fer-
tilizer. 'The county agricultural agent’s oflice estimates that approx-
imately 28 percent of the fertilizer used in the county in 1940 was
mixed on the farm, indicating that the majority of farmers used
ready-mixed fertilizer (4).

In general most of the fertilizer is used for cotton. The approxi-
mate average quantity used is 200 pounds an acre of 6-8-4, the range
being from 100 to 600 pounds. Other mixtures are used, but this is
the most common. Some farmers add 50 to 100 pounds of nitrate of

" soda as a top dressing soon after the cotton begins to put on squares.

849450—53——2
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Only a few farmers plant vetch as a cover crop ahead of cotton,
because this makes the cotton crop rather late and its cultivation some-
what difficult. There is much difference in the kinds and quantities
of fertilizer used on various farms (4).

For corn, many farmers plant vetch early in fall as a cover crop,
especially on farms in the red lands. The vetch is turned under in
spring when it has formed about 15 pounds of green weight per 100
square feet. Superphosphate or basic slag is often used with the
vetch to encourage better growth (5). When the phosphate is used
with vetch, none is applied to the following crop of corn. If acid
phosphate is not used on veteh, 100 to 200 pounds of 16-percent acid
phosphate an acre is frequently applied to corn at the time of planting,
and in addition to this many farmers apply about 75 pounds of nitrate
of soda ns a side dressing.  Frequently no fertilizer is used for corn,
especially if it is grown on the bottom lands.

Considerable lime and phosphate are used under alfalfa, hay crops,
and permanent pasture (15, 17). Lespedeza does not receive much
lime, but phosphate is frequently applied. The use of phosphate has
increased considerably in recent years. Many farmers apply 100 to
300 pounds of basic slag an acre under a winter legume at the time
of planting. Little fertilizer is used for corn when it follows a
winter legume treated in this manner. Large quantities of lime and
other mineral fertilizer are applied in growing alfalfa, and phos-
{)hate and lime are used where improved pastures are being estab-
ished. Little fertilizer is used for small grains, but a top dressing
of 100 to 250 pounds of nitrate of soda is commonly applied to oats
in spring. :
PERMANENT PASTURES

Permanent pastures are important in the agriculture of the county.
Most of them are on the lowlands along streams; the larger areas are
in the red lands, or southern part of the county, but many small

astures are in other parts. Until recently the pasture grasses were
argely those that grew voluntarily—Bermuda, carpet, and Dallis
grasses; common lespedeza; and a little white clover. They came
more or less voluntarily, and a great many pastures contained only
Bermuda grass. During recent years, however, much attention has
been given to the better preparation of seedbeds for permanent pas-
tures and to their seeding and fertilization.

Various fertilizers have been used, but farmers generally use about
92 tons of ground limestone an acre on the red lands pastures and 3
tons on the gray lands. For applications intended to last several
years, they have been using the equivalent of 1,000 pounds of 16-por-
cent superphosphate and 200 pounds of potash, in addition to the lime.
Where the application 1s made annually, the rate 1s 300 pounds of
16-percent superphosphate and 25 pounds of potash. Basic slag
has been used in some instances to take the place of both lime and
superphosphate. Slag is applied before seeding at the rate of 1 ton
plus 200 pounds of potash an acre, or annually at the rate of 500 pounds
of baste slag plus 25 pounds of potash.

Some of the grass mixtures now used are 2 to 4 pounds of common
white clover, 10 pounds of lespedeza, 5 to 10 pounds of Kentucky blue-
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grass, 5 to 10 pounds of orchard grass, and 3 to 10 pounds of Dallis
grass. Many variations and combinations of these seed are used,
and in some mixtures other plants may be added or substituted.

In 1929, 1,634 farmers reported 20,404 acres of plowable pasture;
2.803 farmers, 37,891 acres in 1939; and 2,243 farmers, 34,716 acres
in 1945. Besides the increased number of farms reporting pasture
and increased acreage in pasture, the quality of pasture crops has im-
proved considerably.

LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS

Farmers reported 17,401 head of cattle on farms in 1944, as compared
with 10,991 head in 1929, Considerable attention is being given to the
establishment of permanent pastures over the county, and there will
undoubtedly be further increase in the number of cattle as better
pastures are developed. Probably more than half the cattle added
in the period 1929 through 1944 were of dairy breed, though many beef
cattle have been added, especially in the most recent years. Some
large beef herds were being established in the southern part of the
county at the time of survey. In this county Hereford, Shorthorn,
and Aberdeen Angus are the principal beef breeds and Jersey, Guern-
sey, and Holstein-IFriesian the main dairy breeds.

A few large dairies are located in the southern part of the county,
one or two of them producing about 1,000 pounds of milk daily. Some
dairies sell milk at retail in Athens and Decatur and others sell to
cheese factories, Many farmers in the vicinity of Ardmore keep a
few milk cows to supplement other farm enterprises, becanse the cheese
factory in Ardmore provides a market for their milk.

The total number of work animals decreased from 11,647 in 1929
to 8,249 in 1944, probably because of the greatly incrensed use of trac-
tors., ‘The number of horses and colts was 1,849 in 1944, as compared
with 4,584 in 1919; whereas the number of mules and mule colts was
6,958 in 1919 and 6,393 in 1944, or approximately the same.

Sheep (pl. 4, B) have shown a decrease from 781 in 1919 to 539
in 1944. The number of swine has fluctuated from year to year, the
greatest number, 22,364, being reported in 1919, as compared with
13.822 in 1944. Some of the more common breeds of hogs are Ohio
Improved Chester (O. L. C.), Poland China, Hampshire, and Duroc.
A large part of the total number of hogs produced are butchered on
the farm for home use, but a few ave sold. Weekly auctions at Athens
provide the chief market for hogs and sheep and for many of the beef
cattle.

Many farms raise more ponltry than needed for home use, but few
farmers make a specialty of poultry production. Chickens are the
main kind of poultry raised. Poultry and poultry products are sold
to local markets and to the travelling stores that cover most of the
county weekly; they are often exchanged for groceries, clothing, and
other supplies needed in the home. The stores serve as collection
points, and later the poultry and poultry products are sold to truckers
who haul to the more distant markets outside the county.

Recent trends in the number of livestock on farms are indicated in
table 3, and the quantity of livestock products produced is shown in
table 4.
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Tapre 3.—Livestock on farms in Limestone County, Ala., for stated

years
Livestock ! 1919 1929 1939 1944
Number Nuwmber Number Number
Horses_ - _—.__.._ e 4, 584 2, 528 2, 124 1, 849
Mules. - 6, 958 9 119 7, 585 6, 393
Cattle . ________ A 14,908 | 10, 991 12, 301 17, 401
Sheep.- o oo 781 461 665 539
Goats_ . oo 1, 083 771 1, 044 1,425
Swine_ .. _TTTTT 22364 | 10,415 | 13, 327 13, 822
Chickens__ . ______.___ e 133, 505 119, 635 122,772 163, 434
Other poultry . - __________.____ 8, 291 ® 6, 286 )
Beehives. __._.__._.___ e 1, 783 792 717 O]

1 Figures for 1919, 1929, and 1944 give the total number of livestock of all ages,
except for 1929 only chickens over 3 months old are reported and for 1944 only
those over 4 months old are reported. Figures for 1939 are for all horses, maules,
and cattle over 3 months old; hogs, goats, and chickens over 4 months old; and
sheep and lambs over 6 months old.

2 Not available.

Tant 4.—Specified livestock products produced and sold in stated
years, Limestone County, Ala.

Product 1919 1929 1939 1941
Milk produced_ . ______ gallons__{1, 467, 129 |2, 745, 313 |2, 893, 640 | 3, 510, 764
Milk sokd__.____________ do____ 13, 494 85, 761 352, 423 987, 777
Creamsold.____________ do.___ 323 2, 459 (O} O]
Butlerfal sold.________pounds_.. 3, 581 47, 957 72,171 56, 2906
Butter ¢churned .. _____ do.___{ 560, 890 826, 458 0697, 442 !
Butter sold__ _____._____ do_... 36, 082 55, 468 43, 368 24, 230
Woolshorn. ___________. do___. 1, 841 1,193 2, 532 2, 206
Honey produced____.____ do____ 14, 586 5, 326 7,163 !
Chickens raised _______ number._|{ 168, 726 252, 913 225, 811 253, 686
Chickenssold___ . __.____ do.___ 30, 584 72, 273 6Y, 145 !
Chicken eggs produced__dozen__| 477, 958 738, 140 631, 785 850, 928
Chicken eggs sold________do____| 217,949 342, 461 ") o .

1 Not available.
TYPES OF FARMS

Classified by total value of Tuem prodocts in 1941 theve were 611
farms producing products primarily for farm houschold use; 113
general farms; 61, livestock; 49, dairy; 10, poultry; 5, fruit and nut;
9, horticultural specialty ; 1, vegetable; 1, forest products; and 3,514
farms producing other crops. Some part-time farmers live near
Athens and in some of the villages.

SIZE OF FARMS

The farms of the county range in size from 3 to more than 1,000
acres, but most of them are from 30 to 99 acres. In 1944 there were
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1,188 farms less than 30 acres in size, of which 985 were from 10 to
99 acres; 2,432 farms in the 30 to 99 acre range; 779 farms from 100
to more than 1,000 acres or more, of which 514 ranged from 100 to
179 acres and 9 were more than 1,000 acres. A slow trend toward
smaller farms at the expense of the larger ones has been evident
through most of the history of the county.

The larger farms are along the rivers in the red lands area, mainly
on the Decatur, Dewey, and Cumberland soils; whereas the smaller
farms are in the northern and northwestern parts of the county and
near towns and villages, usually on the Cookeville and Dickson soils.
Many of the large farms are used for cotton-production, but some
are being converted for raising either dairy or beef cattle.

LAND USE

In 1945, 316,055 acres, or 90.6 percent of the county, was in farms.
The total number of farms was 4,399, the average size being 71.8
acres. The percentage of improved land in farms lhas increased from
65.1 percent in 1919 to 71.8 percent in 1944, In the same period the
percentage of improved land per farm increased from 36.3 percent
to 51.6 percent.

In 1944, 227,015 acres were in cropland, of which 164,928 acres
were used for crops. The cropland is mostly on smooth, rolling, or
hilly lands. Pasture occupies wet or imperfectly drained lands, and
the woodland (63,335 acres in 1944) is most frequently on the steep
slopes or the wet areas. The red lands tracts are nearly all in crops
or pasture because they were first settled, and consequently nearly all
of the smooth to rolling areas remaining in woodland are in the gray
lands section.

The tendency through most of the history of the county has been
toward conversion of more and more forest land to cropland. Until
recently, the figures indicated a gradual change from small-grain
to clean-tilled crops. Recently, however, farmers have shown much
interest in soil improvement, which they are accomplishing partly by
growing more pasture, hay, winter cover, and various other close-
growing crops. During the past 15 years farmers have turned more
Iand to pasture, the acreages of all land pastured being 67,133 in
1944 as compared with a total of 55,226 acres in 1929.

FARM TENURE

In 1944, 1,538 farms were operated by full owners; 279, by part
owners; 2,575, by tenants; and 7, by managers. Of the tenants, crop-
pers numbered 1,060; cash tenants, 169; share-cush tenunts, 6; share
tenants, 1,176; and other tenants, 164. In 1919 the percentage of
owner-operated farms was 39.0, but in 1944 it had increased to 41.5
percent.

Several rental systems are practiced. Some tenants in the red lands
furnish labor and half the fertilizer and receive 40 percent of the
crop. Another system, probably the one most commonly used, re-
quires that the owner furnish land and buildings and one-fourth of the
fertilizer needed for cotton and one-third of that for corn; in return
the owner receives one-fourth of the cotton crop and one-third of the
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corn crop. When farmms ave rvented for a specified cash sum, the
tenant furnishes everything except land and buildings, but he re-
ceives all of the crops. The extensive use of tractors is causing a re-
adjustment of rentals in some parts of thie county.

FARM INVESTMENT AND EXPENDITURE

A great number of tractors and some combines were purchased in
the period 193540, and in 1945 there was an increase of 320 tractors
over 1940. The majority of the combines and tractors are used on
the larger fields of the red lands, though many are used in the gray
Iands. Plows and other equipment have been purchased for use with
the tractors. In 1940, $67,567 was spent for gasoline, distillate, kero-
sene, and oil. Much of the fuel and oil was used in tractors and other
farm engines. The expenditure for fuel was not reported in 1945,
but it was probably increased by the greater number of tractors.

The number of work atiimals has decreased, probably because trac-
tors have replaced much teamwork, but. the number of cattle has in-
creased. A total of 2,463 farms reported purchasing $209,035 worth
of feed for domestic animals and poultry in 1944, _

In 1939, 4,340 farms reported using $233,931 worth of commercial
fertilizer, the average cost per farm being $53.90. A total of 279 farms
used 3,513 tons of liming materials at a cost of $7,028. The liming
materials were used in addition to commercial fertilizer and consisted
mostly of ground limestone, thongh some marl and gypsum were
probably used. The fertilizer expenditure was higher n 1929, the
total being $429,829. The decrease in 1939 may have been due to the

following: (1) A somewhat reduced price for some fertilizers, (2) a_

reduction of total acreage of farm land resulting from inundation of
some areas by Wheeler Reservoir, and (3) an increased use of winter
cover crops, which take the place of some costly nitrogenous fertilizers.
Comparisons between 1939 and 1944 cannot be drawn because ex-
penditures for fertilizers were not reported in 1945.

An expenditure of $768,637 was reported by 2,152 farms for labor in
1944, the average being slightly more than $73 per farm. Labor is
supplied Jargely by local colored people and in parts of the county
by white laborers. :

SOIL SURVEY METHODS AND DEFINITIONS

In making a soil survey the soils are examined, classified, and
mapped in the field and their characteristics vecorded, particularly in
regard to the growth of various crops, grasses, and trees,

The soils and underlying formations are examined systematically
in many locations. ‘Pest pits are dug, borings made, and highway or
railroad cuts and other exposures studied. Iach reveals a series of
distinct soil layers, or horizons, termed collectively the soil profile.
Each horizon, as well as the underlying parent material, is studied in
detail, and the color, structure, porosity, consistency, texture, and con-
tent of organic matter, roots, gravel, and stone ave noted. The chemi-
cal reaction of the soil and its content of lime are determined by simple
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tests.® Other features taken into consideration are drainage, both
internal and external; relief, or lay of the land; and the interrelations
of =01l and vegetation.

The soils are classified according to their characteristics, both in-
ternal and external, with special emphasis on the features that in-
fluence the suitability of the land for growing crops, grasses, and trees.
On the basis of these characteristics they are grouped in the following
classification units: (1) Series, (2) types, (3) phases, (4) complexes
and (5) miscellaneous land types. ’

. The series is a group of soils having the same genetic horizons,
similar in important characteristics and arrangement in the soil pro-
file and having similar parent material. Thus, the series comprises
soils having essentially the same color, structure, natural drainage,
and other important internal characteristics except those caused by
accelerated erosion.” 'The texture of the upper part of the soil, includ-
ing that commonly plowed, may vary within a series. The series are
glver} geographic names taken from localities near which they were

rst identified. Baxter, Cumberland, Decatur, and Dewey are names
of important soil series in Limestone County.

Within a soil series are one or more soil types, defined according to
the texture of the upper part of the soil—in uneroded soils this is the
surface, or A layer; in eroded soils, the plow layer. Thus, the class
name of this texture—sand, loamy sand, sandy loam, loam, silt loam,
clay loam, silty clay loam, or clay—is added to the serics designation
to give the complete name of the soil type. Ennis silt loam and Ennis
cherty silt loam are soil types within the Ennis series. Except for
texture of the surface soil these types have approximately the same
internal and external characteristics.. Soil types and phases are the
principal units of mapping, and because of their specific character are
usually the units to which agronomic data are definitely related.

. A soil phase specifically named is & variation within the type, differ-
ing from the normal phase of the type in some feature, generally
external, that may be of special practical significance but not differing
in the major characteristics of the soil profile. For example, within
the total range of relief of a soil type some areas may have slopes

",g‘he reaction of a soll Is 1ts degree of acldity or alkalinity expressed mathe-
matically as ;he pH value. A pH value of 7 indicates precise neutrality ; higher
values, alkalinity; and lower values, acidity. Terms used in this report that
refer to reaction are defined in the Soil Survey Manual (77) as follows:

pH : pH
Extremely acid_________ Below 4.5 Neutral _ _________________ 6.6-7.3
Yery strongly acid.—.____ 4550 Mildly alkaline________._._. 7.4-8.0
Mrugl;,'ly neldo__ L - 061056 Steongly atknline oo _ 8.1-0.0
M?dmm a_cld _______ —- 0.6-8.0 Very strongly alkaline_._._ 9.1 and
Stightly acid________ - 61-85 higher

The presence of lime in the soil is detected by the use of a dilute solution of
hydrochloric acid.

" Accelerated eroslon is erosion of soil or rock in ®xcess of the normal erosion
brought about by changes in the natural cover -or ground conditions, including
changes brought about by human activity, rodent invasion, and lightning (18).
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that allow the use of machinery and the growth of enltivated crops
and others may not. Diiferences in relief and degree of accelerated
erosion may be shown as phases. Even though no important differ-
ences may be apparent in the soil profile or in its capability for the
growtl of native vegetation throughout the range in relief, there may
be important differences in vespect to the growth of cultivated crops.
Baxter cherty silt loam, hilly phase, and Baxter cherty silt loam,
eroded hilly phase, are phases of the type, Baxter cherty silt loam.

The slope classification used in defining, naming, and mapping the
slope phases is as follows: Nearly level phase has a slope range of
0 to 2 percent; undulating, 2 to d percent; volling, 5 to 12 percent;
hilly, 12 to 30 percent ; and steep, 30 to 60 percent. The erosion classi-
fication followed in defining, naming, and mapping erosion phases
in this county is as follows: The eroded phase has the subsoil within
plow depth on half or more of the delineated area, and 50 to 75 per-
cent of the original A horizon has been lost. The severely eroded
phase has practically all the original surface soil (A horizon) lost.
Ordinary tillage of phases classified as eroded will bring parts of the
upper subsoil to the surface, and the character of the original A horizon
will be altered by the admixture of subsoil material. A limited num-
ber of short shillow gullies may be present. For phases classified
as severcly croded, tillage is almost entirely in the subsoil, because
practically all the original surface soil has been lost and part of the
subsoil may be lost. Small short gullies are usually of common occur-
rence in phases in this classification, a few of them being too deep to be
obliterated by tillage.

A few soil types, particularly those on first bottoms, do not have
suflicient range in slope or evosion to justify their division into phases.
Huntington silt loam, for example, 1s nearly level and uneroded and
therefore is not divided into phases.

Tn some places, two or more soils are in such intimate or mixed pat-
tern that they cannot feasibly be separated on a small-scale map, Such
areas are mapped as complexes, an example of which is Dewey-Decatur
silty clay loams, severely eroded hilly phases. .

Mapped as miscellancous land types are some areas that have little
or no true soil, as Limestone vockland and Rough gullied land (Deca-
tur, Dewey, and Cumberland soil materials). The Rough gullied land
consists of areas eroded to an extent that the individual owner cannot
economically afford to reclaim them, except through very slow proc-
esses. These areas consist of an intricate pattern of gullies, the soil
profile over most of them having been largely mutilated. .

The soil surveyor makes a map of the connty or area, showing the
Jocation and extent of each of the soil types, phuses, complexes, and
miscellaneous land types in relation to roads, houses, streams, lakes,
and other cultural and natural features of the landscape.

Some of the terms mentioned in the report are in common use and
need no explanation, but others have special meaning in soil science.
Texture, for example, refers to the relative amounts of clay, silt, and
various grades of sand that make up the soil mass. Coarse-textured
soils confain a high proportion of the coarser separates, as sands; the
fine-textured soils contain much clay, Structure refers to the natural
arrangement of the soil material in aggregates, structural particles,
or masses. Consistence refers to such soil characteristics as friabil-
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ity, plasticity, stickiness, hardness, compactness, toughmness, and
cementation. Permeability and perviousness connote the case with
which water, air, and roots penetrate the soil.

Ordinarily surface soil refers to the lighter textured surface layer,
which is usually 6 to 12 inches thick. The subsoil, which is usually
of uniform color in well-drained soils, indicates the heavier and
thicker layer immediately below the surface soil. The substratum,
or soil material layer, is beneath the subsoil and is characteristically
splotched or mottled with two or more colors. Bedrock, as used here,
is consolidated rock on which the substratum rests.

Workability refers to the ease with which tillage, harvesting, and
other farming operations can be accomplished, and conservability, to
the ease with which soil can be kept productive and workable. Major
factors in rating soil conservability are the ease of preventing loss of
soil material and plant nutrients and the ease of maintaining good
tilth. Produectivity indicates the capacity of a soil to produce crops
under prevailing practices of farming.

SOILS

_The soils of Limestone County have had a great influence on the
kind of farming. For example, most of the bottom-land soils are
fairly well supplied with lime, organic matter, and plant nutrients and
possess the characteristics suiting them to growing corn. In such
areas corn production and stock raising dominate the agriculture.

The soils dominant in the gently rolling red lands areas in the
southeastern part of the county, both those from high-grade limestone
and those of the high-terrace lands, are inherently productive. They
originally contained a relatively high quantity of organic matter,
and the mantle of soil over bedrock is 15 to 20 feet thick in most places.
Drainage is good and the reaction is only moderately acid.

These were the first upland tracts cleared, because their ability to
produce cotton was early recognized, and of further advantage was
their closeness to transportation and their position adjacent to the
good corn-producing bottom lands. The larger farms are now located
on the red lands areas because they can be farmed with heavier ma-
chinery and their topography lends itself well to the arrangement of
large fields (pl. 5, 4 and B).

Soils of the red lands have a fairly wide range of suitability for
crops, and a widely diversified agriculture that includes practically
all crops grown in the county has therefore become established. The
chief crop in the section is cotton, but some corn, wheat, oats, rye,
barley, hay, and sericen lespedeza are also grown. A large part of
the alfalfa, vetch, and crimson clover grown in the county is on the
red lands. Some of the larger livestock farms are located in this
section, and the bottom: and depressional lands are used for pasture.

T'wo types of homes have developed in this section—the well-built,
well-kept owner home and the poorly constructed and poorly main-
tained tenant home. A major part of the rural Negro population is in
the red lands.

The gray lands part of the county is not so productive of most crops
as the red lands. The soils are inherently low in fertility and usually
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cold or late to warm up in spring. Many of them contain a siltpan
or semisiltpan at a depth of 15 to 30 inches that prevents free move-
ment of moisture throngh the subsoil. The more rolling and hilly
areas are often cherty enough to hinder tillage to some extent, and on
the steeper arcas drainage 1s excessive. The mantle of soil is usually
not nore than 6 to 10 feet thick, and in many places it is less. The
reaction is ordinarily strongly acid unless the soil has been limed.
The soils respond fairly well to applications of proper fertilizer and
good management.

Farnis in the gray lands are smaller and more often owner-operated
than those in the red lands. Most of the produce needed for home
consumption is grown on these farms because more attention is given
to the production of garden and orchard crops, and a larger percentage
of the families have cows, chickens, and hogs. Many crops common
to the county are grown, but alfalfa, vetch, and crimson clover not so
much as on the red soils. Fewer tractors and other heavy farm ma-
chinery are used than on the red soils, but more 1- and 2-horse equip-
ment is used. The homes are usually fair to good and rather weill
maintained.

Two distinet topographic divisions oceur in the gray lands—in the
area near the Elk River and the larger creeks of the northwestern part
of the connty the land is hilly and steep, whereas the part north of
Athens and toward Ardmore is level to rolling.

The soils of the county differ widely in color, texture, consistence,
depth, reaction, fertility, relief, and conditions of stoniness, erosion,
and moisture, all of which are factors having a close bearing on produc-
tivity, workability, conservability, or use. In color they range from
nearly white through gray, yellow, and hrown to dark and deep red,
the shades of red and yellow predominating in the subsoil. The tex-
ture of the surface soil ranges from fine sandy loam to tenacious clay,
but soils of silt loam texture predominate.

TEven in the virgin state the soils vary widely in fertility. The na-
ture of the material from which the soils are developed is strongly
reflected in the degree of natural fertility as well as in other charac-
teristics. In spite of the fact that the majority of the soils suited to
cultivation are derived from material weathered from rocks rich in
calcium carbonate, most of the upland soils are deficient in lime. Prac-
tically all the lime originally contained in the rocks has been lost by
leaching during the processes of weathering and seil development. In
many of the upland soils the organic content was not high when they
were in the virgin state, and during cultivation much of the original
quantity hus been oxidized, Tost in drainage water, or otherwise dissi-
pated. “The quantity and nature of the organic matter diflered widely
when soils were in the virgin state, and the difference has been greatly
increased by cultivation.

The natural tilth is generally favorable for all the surface soils
except some of the silty clay loams, which are subject to puddling,
surface baking, and cloddiness when they are tilled under adverse mois-
ture conditions. Such soils are exacting in regard to moisture condi-
tions favorable for tillage. With only a few exceptions, these refrac-
tory surface soils are really subsoil exposed through erosional loss of
the original surface material.
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TaBLE 3.—Characteristics of the soil series of Limcatone County, Ala.

SOILY OF UPLANDS

1
; i 3urtace soll | Subsoil
Serfes Position Reliet ( Parent mutarlal : bk ; D’enm Productivity
f H s ciL- H Consis 1 Texture * ol
‘ H Caolor Cousistence ness ¢ | Colar onsistence ‘extu ﬂﬁr\.)-
N SR » | l
. Residusl material weathered
{n place from— 3 Inches Inches Good,
Decatur.. . ..... Smooth low upland of the | Nearly Iavel to | Moderste ve | Hligh grade limestone. Light beown to reddish | Frisbleorflom ... $-10 | Yellowish red or brownish | Flrm. . ... Sity clay...._..[ 48-130 } Good.
Limestone Valleys. rolling, flow. rown. rod. 2 Good to very
Dowey... ... .... QO Naarly lovel 1o | Moderste.....|........ Q0o oaemeneen...-| Brown o light brown.._j Friable ___._....._ 312 | Yollowishred ... .....- Friableor firm...._i._... do...........| 42150 - (o very
Mimosn.......... Hilly Highland Rim., . ... u.m(’y‘,omn,w W Argillaceous lmestoge. _. .. o?wlsh tl;rmvn to vel- |- 812 YE""WI"?,Z”W?A ﬁdmz Flrmoooos Clay...oooonee 18- 72 | Falr to poor
LT owish brown. to mottled materlal. .
Rolllng Hightaad Rla....| Uoieting to | ¥ Phosphatlc I ] BrOWL e do.... .1 115! Yellowlsh brown. Friable......_..__. Silty clay loamm | 48-100 | Fuir.
e - e H or clay.
Undula; aad rolling U:-‘ilfx’l‘uu . ’do... .... Mized higharade and | Graylshbrown. . .......1..... do..... . 612 | Light yellowish red Friabls or irm___.| Siityclay loam_ .| - 70 | Qood to fuir
land of gray lands. roifing. cherty limestone. .
Ro‘;uu and Bily land of | Unduiasimg 10 | Modsrats o |  Cherty lmestano..........|...- S T 610 |.... 0o Friable. ee[rere O 33 54| Fulr.
e gray N D, 4
8 Vi . Pale yellow or grayish [, ... do..... ) 122 | Light yellowish brown | Friableor Grm._._|.....do...........| 36~ 80 Da.
ool Sl i of | Nl v 0 o, g P T
Bodine.... ... Hilly to steed land of the | Hilly und steep. nghz gray or very pale |._... do............ 6-10 | Light yellowlsh brown....| Firmor(riabte. ... 16~ 38 { Poor.
‘ - Town. i
8a8g0......._.... Smooyth tand of the gray | Nearly level, Light gray or yeilowlsh (._... do...._. ... 3-20 | Mottled yellow, orange, | Firm ... _....... 33~ 60 | Poor to fair.
ands. gray. and gray.
Lawrence....... [..... YO..eeieeiiiianiiiaas.i Neurly lavel of Light groy (2-inch sur- | Frisbloor irm....| 2- 6 | Mottled yellow, orange, Firm or very 38~ 80 | Poor.
depreasional [uce layer). il: grxaya gr:hy Increas- firm,
° g W epth. .
Hollywood. ...... Rotltug Mighland Rim....} Very  gently Dark graylsh brown | Firm or very frm.| 10-20 | Light gray to gray mot. | Very firm... ... Cl8Y.euemannaae 12+ 60 | Poor to fair.
sloplui, underialn by very tled with yellow and
dark gray to black. brown.
|
80ILS OF COLLUVIAL SLOPES AND DEPRESSIONS
e e e -——[ ] : | .
3 b Tranaported materisl from ‘ : i ]
! uchul:angl underlain !
1 —
Delirose.. .. .. ‘ Rolllug to steep colluvial | 10ty Moderale or Cnulyy ll%xeszonc with { Gruyish browa to | Frisble 6-12 | Yellowish brown Lo Silty clay losm ! 24-125 | Fuir to goud.
3. i Tupld. hoaphatic influence. rown, brownish yellow. e
Greeadale. .. -1 Gently sloplog foot slopes | Gently stoplag | Moderate .| Cherty limostone. ...| Grayish brown or light {.__..do..._.._. 6-10 | Yellowish brown.......... : Siltlowm of silty ; 38- 60 ; Fulr.
i and depressions. | orpeariylovel, | yellow(sh brown, | clay louwm, | .
Abernathy. .. Depressions. . ... _.1 Nvarly Ilavel or |-+ oo, Limestone snd cherty | Surface lnyer dark reddish brown of brown over yellowisk red or reddish brown grading to mottled gray; yellow and brown silty | Very o
| allghtly do- | Nimestone. cluy below 36 Inches. |
prewsfonul, Lo
Ooltewah doo. L :u ' o Slaw or very Ao L _ | Rdddish brown or browq {risble surface biyer grading to light-gray of groy mottled with yellow and brown silty clay below 13~ Fuif to ol
i slow, ! to 18 inches. .
Guthrie._..._. ol . | very siow ....] Cherty lmestose ...} Light gray lightly mot- | ¥riable.. 2- § | Mottled gray, brownish | Flrm..._______.... Clay loam or | 13- 60 Very poor
i i { tled with yellow. i 3 yellow, ‘and yellowish clay I
H . | browu. : ' .
Y [ R I i - I !
30IL3 OF STREAM TERRACES
_ Jp— __,7T e — T | " i . — -
1 Transparted material from : i . i ! |
! uplaods underiain | : | t
. chictly by— i ! . !
Cumberband_ .. .-, Sinooth high terfues Newrly level to ' Moderate . Limestone with someshale | Reddish brown. _____.._ Friable...___......0 w0 ) Redo ool Fruble or tirm .. l H4-130 | Goudl,
R | and sandstone. i | |
Erowah_._. ...} Smooth maderately high - Newrly level to - do Brown to grayish brown_l.__._ do._-euoee.o...l $-12 | Yellowish red of yellow- | Friable ... . 24~ 80 i Very 2ot
terraces. undubting. ‘ i 1 1sh brown. |
Humphreys. ... | Smooth Meierately low  Nearly level .. __.do........} Cherty limestone _i Grayish brown. ..-do.. i 314 | Yellowish brown or light 3 Gouod,
) I berTa ; 1 ! | _ yellowish brown, ‘ 1 H
Wolftever. .. ... ... do... - . toooo. ...l Moderate  or Limestone, cherty lime- | Grayish brown or light 12-16 | Pale brown or light yel- | Firm or (riable. ... 43~ 30 | Good o fair.
. i 2 ' stone, and shale, 1 yellowish brown. | jowish brown. l | i
Capshaw.___...... P 0T S R 1o N .«d0.ceeao...' Limestone with some | Grayisb brown._...__.___ . 2 Light yellowish brown |...._ Jdo._. - ne sandy clay ! 40~ &0 , Good.
shale aud sandstoue. ! P i gm(sng to mottled ma- i .
. ! terial. ;
Talt ... 2rmooth low terrace; cadoololl Lo low or very \ Cherty lintestone......... | Light brownish gray,___! ,,,,, s 1 T \ 10-13 Pale vyellow or grayish }rm! Silty elay leam [ 36 72| Poor i
sluw. i i . yellow grading to mot- , orclay loam. i
, [ i ! | tled material. l ; ] |
Robertsvitle. ... JRCS U1 U odoo Very slow ... | Limestoue with some | Gray to light gray mot. | ¥riable or irm._._« 2~ 4 | Mottled gray. yellow, and | Firm or very firm. - Poor,
| shale and sandstone. tled with vellow and \ rown, | i
i brown. | !
U i | i .
30ILS OF FIRST BOTTOMS
—— e = e : ‘ - -
D lransported material (rom
i xiuniunds underfain chief-
v by— i
Huntingtoa. ...... High first botioms .. Muderale. .. 1 Limestone  with  some i Brown to vellowish brown, becoming lighter coloved with Jepth; beluw 40 inches, brown mottlel with gray aud yellow silty clay
R ‘ shale and sandstene. | oam.
Egem........_.._ | Meeljuni-high o bigh s do_.. Slew B ¢ Brown to yellowish brown, Iriable, grades to dark grayish-brown modecately compae: siity elay; below 36 inclies the material is
t  bottors [ ) i mottled gray, yellow, and brown, aod generally a little cosrser in texiure,
Eanis .o ....... ' Low first hottoms._ . _do. S . _do... v} Cherty  limestone  and | Brown to yellowish-brown silt loam to 1210 20 inches; grades to beavier texture and with depth is inereasingly mottied with zruyv, 1o
) | limestone. H vellow, and brown.
Lindside_._.... ; R T SO ) dooo do...oo } Lll\ﬁl‘:l\‘zzi:ne and cherty | Brown to yeilowish brown to 10 to I8 inches; below this i3 brown silty elay loam mottled with gray and veflow ..o Lo o Pair to good
! estone. 1 N
Melvia..... ‘ J U N 1 Very slow..... | Grayist-brown to yellowish-brown silt Joam becoring mottled gray, yellow, and brown below § inehes; mottling increases with | FPoor.
| . ) | : depth and the texture general rades to silty clay. H
Bruno.. ... Medium or bigh-first bot- + _._do_._ ' Moderate or * Brown to light yellowish brown, - mottled with gray, vellow, and brown below depth of 26 to 30 inches; texture becomes Goer | Fair.
| torus. rapid. in the lower part. .
i

| The term moderate indicates optimum internal drainage for nrost erops grown in the county.

3 Color prevailing when the soil is air dry; color of surface soil is that shown by air-dry samples taken (rom a plowed field, or
in forested areas. from immediately below a layer of leafmold: colyr nomenclature is that deflned in COLOR MEASUREMENT
AND I8 APPLICATION TO GRADING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, Misc. Pub. 3580, U. 8. Dept. Agr., 62 pp., illus., 1946.

1 Consistence of soil when moist, not dr .

« Thickness of uneroded surface layer; in moderately eraded areas, 3 t0 6 Inches of the original surface soil generally rerains
and in severely eroded aress, usually less than 2o 3 inches.
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k, ;;:mly weathered rock, gravel beds, or other material distinctiy differen

his county bavea slightly developed B horizon in places. and the subsoil is mottled at 3 depth shailower

3 Most of the soils become very gradually finer in texture with increasing depsh; the shailow phase of the Enniy series, how-
ever, hai g gravelly subsoil in most places.

4 Dapth of soil profile over bedrocl
parent to the soil.

T Ennis s0ils in t!
than that normal fuc the series,




stightly de-

Abernathy_ .. __ P Depressions Neg
——————— S arly ievel or f Very good,
i pressfonal, !

Ooltewah.. .| do... ... R do ’ Fair t 4

i R [EREEETEES air to good.
Quthrle ... ool ... ceendo J Yover

Y § Very poor.

: i
e . —
Chwrnberfand - Stwootit high terraens | [ Nlmlrlly level to j’ 1) Good

. . ; nlly, )
Frowuh _.__ . _. bl:l:;(;:l:f;l!o«h‘l‘uh:l)' high ‘ N(eur(;yllevel to l., Very good
§ . lerraces, undulating. .
Humphreys..____| Smooth moderately low } Nearly leveléi,_ e

. I terruces, I T | oot
Wolltover __.._.i ___do..... B P Y 1Y M Good to 1.

: 00 H ood to fuir,
Capshaw.._..___. R do_.._ . B, f cemdoo o Good
Tafto.. . .. f Smooth low terraces ... i ..... L+ I TR ; E’ Poor to fair

| .
Robertsville . Voo .} ool ‘_._‘; M Toor
. | }
[ —mr——— =
|
antington. ... High first bottoms_ .. Nearly level....| FJ Good 1o very
g 1 Mestinm-high o high fes o e
i -ty o high test R 1 S J N i
Eonis 7| Low tirst bottoms_.__. __ ... __de D
Lmdshlde ,,,,,,,,, RN 1, O P, do_.... .. 1 Fair to good.
Melvin ... ) __do.........___. [EEEEE] IETREL R 1N voor.
Bruno Medium or bigh first bot- | _do..____ N pair
Lo1ms, | -
i

! The term moderat  dicates optimam internal G §
~2Color prevailing  .en 1he soil is air dry; color uaﬁ#({:}iies{)bi; :):(lm series. how-
in forested areas, fro” mmediately below a layer of leafmofd; colo, X
ANDIITS APPLICATIC . TO GRADING AGRICULTUBAL PRODUCTS, Mise. et frow that
h (:opslstenre -4 s50il when moist, not dry. i N hs
Thickness of uneroded surface layer; in moderately eroded are~'pt shallower
and in severely eroded areas, usually less than 2 or 3 inches. )
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SOIL SERIES AND THEIR RELATIONS

On the basis of a great number of widely differing characteristics,
the soils of Limestone County have been placed in 29 soil series and 3
miscellaneous Jand types. Familiarity with the important soils in the
different series is necessary for the most advantageous use of this sur-
vey, and this can be achieved more readily when the major characteris-
tics of the soil series are associated with prominent land features.
Therefore, the series are presented according to prominent land fea-
tures of the county in table 5 and the text following.

SOILS OF UPLANDS

Soils of uplands developed from limestone material are represented
by the Decatur, Dewey, Mimosa, Maury, Cookeville, Baxter, Dickson,
Bodine, Sango, Lawrence, and Hollywood series.

A great part of the Decatur soils 1s used for cotton, corn, oats, wheat,
and hay. These soils are mostly fairly level, but where they are
slightly rolling to rolling, erosion is usually severe. Where erosion is
only slight, the surface so1l is friable o mellow light-brown to reddish-
brown silt loam to a depth of 6 to 10 inches. The yellowish-red to
brownish-red subsoil is tight in place but friable when broken; it is
silty clay loam to a depth of about 40 inches but below this gradually
grades to a brighter red clay loam that is a little less tight. DBelow
about 60 inches the clay loam gives way to yellowish silty clay mottled
with red and gray, which extends to a depth of possibly 15 to 20 feet
where it rests on a horizontally bedded high-grade limestone.

The Dewey soils differ from the Decatur in having a browner sur-
face layer, in being more friable throughout, and in having a less
tight and not so intensely red subsoil. Like the Decatur, they are
underlain by high-grade limestone. In undisturbed areas the sur-

face soil is mellow brown or light-brown silt lo
8 to 12 inches. The subsoil is yellowish-red friable silty clay or silty
clay loam; its depth varies from 8 to 20 feet or more, the average
being between 12 and 15 feet. The parent material underlying the
soil 1s dense or tough silty clay that is dominantly yellow but splotched
with brown, ocher, and gray. Like much of the Decatur soil, the
Dewey has in places eroded under cultivation, and in these the present
surface soil tends to be brownish red. There are practically no
limestone outcrops.

The Mimosa soils occupy much land that is too steep and stony for
tillage, but areas that can be tilled are rather produ ctive of most crops.
These soils are much thinner over bedrock in some places and out-
croppings are common. They bave developed over high-grade lime-
stone, are grayer in the surface layer, more yellow and tough in the
subsoil, and more shallow over bedrock than are the Decatur and
Dewey. They are derived from weathered material having its source
in a somewhat more cherty limestone. The virgin soil is a mellow
grayish-brown silt loam stained dark with organic matter to a depth
of about 4 inches. Below this layer and continuing to about 12 inches
is a dark yellowish-brown silty clay loam that contains much chert.
It is replaced below 24 inches by mottled brown, light-brown, and

amm to u depth of -
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yellow silty clay, which is tough and plastic but lower in chert con-
tent. The layer following is clay, which is tough and plastic when
wet but very hard when dry. This is intensely mottled Wl-t.h le.mon
yellow, orange, brown, and gray, and it contains some soft brown
concretions. DBelow 40 inches this layer becomes very tough fmd plas-
tic, with yellow, gray, and dark-brown mottlings, and a few chert
ragments, .

" r'l.ﬁlle Maury soils have some surface resemblance to Dewey solls but
are somewhat more plastic in the upper subsoil. In the virgin state
there is a mellow 2- to 3-inch surface layer of rich-brown silt loam
that contains a considerable quantity of organic matter. This is
underlain for about 8 inches by a brown friable silt loam and then from
about 12 to 25 inches by a heavy stiff yellowish-brown silty clay loam
that breaks into irregularly shaped lumps. Below 25 inches z{nd clon£
tinuing to about 40 inches, the material is stiff heavy sﬂty cazft t hat
grades to yellowish brown and contains brown rounded concre ions.
Trrom 40 to 90 inches the brownish-yellow silty (,-ln,.v is slightly com-
pacted and heavy and contains some coneretions. The soil 15 wenklyf
acid throughout but contains a comparatively high percentage o

sphate. ' ) )
ph'%ile Cookeville soils border and in many places intermingle wl‘th t’]\e
Dewey soils. There is some relation between the two, but the /(/0%]@1,—
ville surface soil is grayer and its subsoil more streaked or mottled.
The first 5 inches of surface soil is grayish-brown friable silt loam.
Underneath this is velowish-brown friable silt loam that (:h:n]%es to
heavy brownish-yellow silt loam at_about 11 inches. I}l:()\\'.lzlh.l‘-bfio
reddish-yellow silty clay loam conlaming some red streaks f)(,ul.l .sl tl.—
low 20 inches. From 24 to 28 inches there is light y'ell()}wsh-}) ed }(:
red silty clay loam with some compaction, and fo]llo“'mg 1313 % 1 -}ncl_
layer of mofttled yellowish-red, gray, and yellow silty clay o.un‘,t( on "
pacted and hard, that contains some chert fragments. The ma e}m’
between 38 and 50 inches is mottled with red, yellow, and gray : below
50 and continuing to 66 inches, it is less mottled, but red m.\d .(:()11!:-
pacted in place. The very mottled material below this \:\yexrlgl ;( :;
into a bed of chert fragments. Bedrock is usually at a depth of 72

es.

w0 ]g(iirt](?lh soils ave similar to the Cookeville in color but are more cherty
on the surface and in the profile. have stronger s](')[‘ws, and tend to be
slightly shallower over bedrock in many places. T'he Baxter st}l‘rhlcg
so1l is grayish-brown friable silt Joam the first & inches, and from !
to 11 ineches it is yellowish hrown, with veddish-hrown fonthm-n;g
of frinhle sile Toan. Below this depth and continuing to about 20
inches is reddish-yellow heavy silt loam.  From 20 to 24 inches thg
silty clay loam following is light yellowish red, and from 2b4 to 2
inches, vellowish red.. Below 28 inches the silty clay ]oarlrll ecom;;
compacted, and it is mottled yellowish red, gray, and yetlow to td
inches. Brownish-red silty clay that is somewhat mottled exten ?
from a depth of 38 to 66 inches. Tn places the Baxtev pl'oﬁ]e és not.
so deep over bedrock as here ind* ated. Some chert fragments are
usually on the surface and mixed .rough the soil.

Dickson soils are somewhat I' shter gray in the surface layer than
the Cookeville and are more sellowish and grayish in the s_ubsqil.
A siltpan is usually distinet at 22 to 26 inches. The soils ordinarily
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become mottled yellowish red, but the red is not so pronounced as in
the Cookeville and it occurs at a lower depth.

The Bodine soils are somewhat similar to the Dickson in color but
have more chert at the surface, are on steeper slopes, are shallower
over bedrock, and contain no pronounced siltpan. Many of the
areas are still in forest or in pasture, but some are cultivated. The
crops planted suffer for lack of moisture in dry weather, however, and
the soils are susceptible to rapid erosion.

In plowed fields the Sango soil is light-gray silt loam to about 3
inches. Yellowish-gray silty clay loam continues from 3 to about
15 inches without appreciable change, but it becomes mottled yellow,
orange, and gray from 15 to 20 inches. From 20 to 33 inches the
soil 1s an intensely mottled gray, yellow, and light-brown compacted
and hard layer containing many brown iron concretions. At about
33 inches there is an abrupt change to mottled yellow, gray, and
brown, the yellow being more pronounced and the layer being less
compact than the one above. At 47 inches the material becomes
heavier, is mottled yellowish gray and rust brown, and contains some
chert fragments.

The Lawrence soil occupies low imperfectly drained bodies of land
within Dickson areas. It has a ]igﬁbgray surface soil; a mottled
yellow, orange, and gray subsoil; and a’compact hard layer at 18 to
22 inches. Water often stands on the soil after heavy rains, and
the water table is usually near the surface until late in spring.

The Hollywood soil is the darkest, toughest, most plastic, and least
acid soil in the county. It is derived mainly from weathered argilla-
ceous limestone material, but in places some of the surface soil consists
of colluvial and alluvial materials. This soil generally borders Lime-
stone rockland, from which some of its material is derived. In for-
ested areas the first 2 or 8 inches is dark-gray heavy silty clay. DBelow
this thin layer and continuing to a depth of about 25 Inches is tough
plastic black clay that grades into steel-gray or pale-yellow mottled
heavy clay. This material rests on bedrock at various depths.

SOILS OF COLLUVIAL SLOPES AND DEPRESSIONS

Soils of colluvial slopes and depressions occur at the base of eroded
slopes; they consist of both local alluvium and colluvium. Five soil
series, the Dellrose, Greendale, Abernathy, Qoltewal, and Guthrie, are
represented in the group. ,

The Dellrose soils have developed on slopes where material has
drifted down from soils of the Baxter, Dickson, und Bodine series.
These soils are only medinm acid and nre well supplied with phos-
phate, which is apparently brought in by seepage water from adjoming
limestone formations. The gooed suppl o% seepage water and phos-
phate makes them fairly productive, and erosion is not so severe as on
many soils having comparable slopes. The profile is not uniformly
developed and varies considerably from place to place. Variations
in the depth of colluvial and alluvial material deposited over residual
soil are from 6 inches to as much as 15 feet in only a short distance.

The Greendale soils are important farming soils in many places,
because most crops do much better on them than on surrounding sotls.
Many farmers use them for garden crops, sorghum, and other similar
crops, as the organic content and moisture supply are better than in
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most other soils. These soils consist of colluvial materials accumu-
lated at the base of slopes in areas of Cookeville, Baxter, and Dickson
soils. They occupy positions similar to Abernathy silt loam, undulat-
ing phase, but differ in being lighter in color throughout the profile
and in having somewhat more mottling in the subsoil. The 6- to
10-inch surface layer is light grayish-brown mellow silt loam. ¥rom
this layer downward to about 30 inches is yellowish-brown firm silt
loam. Below about 30 inches is mottled rust-brown, ocherous yellow,
and gray friable silty clay loam. In some areas many chert fragments,
up to 5 inches in diameter, are on the surface and throughout the profile,
A cherty phase is mapped where chert fragments are present in quanti-
ties sufficient to interfere with tillage.

The Abernathy, Qoltewah, and Guthrie series occur in upland de-
pressions. All are developed from similar limestone and cherty lime-
stone materials. They are distinguished from each other mainly by
differences in color resulting from differences in drainage. Drainage,
Jeast impaired in the Abernathy, becomes progressively more deficient
in the Qoltewah and Guthrie.

The Abernathy .soils have developed in depressions and near the
heads of drainageways in the uplands, where they are associated with
Dewey and Cumberland soils. They are well drained, usually through
subterranean channels, Their suitability for use is similar to that of
the Huntington soil. The dark reddish-brown or brown mellow silt
loam surface soil is 12 to 16 inches thick. The heavy silt loam or silty
clay loam subsoil is yellowish red or reddish brown to a depth of 24
to 36 inches, but below that depth the material tends to become gray
mottled with yellow, rust brown, and light gray.

The Qoltewah soil is less well drained in the subsoil than is the Aber-
nathy and is somewhat more subject to ponding in times of heavy rains.
In suitability for use, the soils of the two series are not much different,
but those of the Abernathy are suited to a little wider range of crops
and are more reliable crop producers in wet years. Most of the Oolte-
wah soil is planted to corn, and though the yields are good the returns
are usually somewhat lower than on the Abernathy soils. The
Ooltewah surface layer is a 10- to 14-inch reddish-brown or brown
mellow friable silt Toam. The subsoil is grayish or brownish-gray
silty clay loam splotched with yellow, brown, rust-brown, and some
black spots.  With depth, the grayish color increases and the material
usually becomes lieavier.

The Guthrie soil occurs in positions similar to those of the Ooltewah
but is not so well drained. In even moderately wet seasons it is often
under water, and this, together with its lack of available fertility,
makes it unsuited to erop cultivation.  Under proper management,
however, it can produce very good pasture or hay crops. The first 1
or 2 inches of the surface soil is light-gray friable silt loam that gen-
erally contains only a small quantity of organic matter. Light-gray
to almost white smooth and mellow silt loam continues from 2 to 10
inches. From 10 to 20 or 30 inches is mottled light-gray, yellow, or
rust-brown silty clay loam. The subsoil of mottled rust-brown or yel-
low silty clay or heavy clay occurs at depths between 30 and 48 inches.
At 48 to 60 inches the soil is underlain by limestone residunm. In a
few places the soil profile may be only 24 to 36 inches thick over lime-
stone bedrock, and 1n a few instances bedrock comes to the surface.
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SOILS OF STREAM TERRACES

Soils of stream terraces comprise the Cumberland, Etowah, Hum-
phreys, Wolftever, Capshaw, Taft, and Robertsville series. The first
five of this group are well drained or at least adequately drained for
the crops common to the area. The Taft soil is imperfectly drained
though drainage is sufficient for late corn and soybeans in all excepé
unusually wet seasons. It produces pasture except during very dry
seasons, The Robertsville soil is poorly drained but in most areas can
be drained sufficiently for pasture.

The Cumberland soils have developed on old high to fairly high ter-
races. The reddish-brown mellow silt loam surface soil is 6 to 10 inches
thick, and in uncleared areas considerable organic matter is incor-

orated. Beneath this layer and to a depth of 48 to 60 inches is firm

ut friable red clay loam or clay. This layer becomes lighter red or
yellowish red with depth, and it finally grades into a mottled yellow
gray, and rust-brown clay loam. In places the underlying residual
material is at a depth of 48 to 72 inches. - °

The Etowah soils are developed on younger terraces than the
Cumbe_rland, and their transported material has been derived largely
from limestone. In some respects their profile resembles that of the
Dewey. The surface soil is brown to grayish-brown mellow silt loam
to a depth of 8 to 12 inches. The subsoil, a friable yellowish-red or
yellowish-brown very fine sandy clay to silty clay, extends to a depth
of about 40 inches. The material beneath the subsoil is variable, but
in most places it is friable somewhat brown fine sandy clay splot;hed
with gray and yellow. /

The Humphreys soils occur in about the same positions as the
Etowah but differ in several respects. They are derived from material
originating largely in areas underlain by cherty instead of high-grade
limestone. In forested areas Humphreys soils have a 4- to 5-inch sur-

. face soil of brown mellow silt loam. When cleared and cultivated, the

surface lnyer soon loses its organic matter and becomes gray t
depth. Below the surface soil is a 12- to 16-inch 1:1\*01‘%)1’ ?iw(l)ltl-)lroe‘l‘Z
lowish or yellowish-brown mellow silt loam to silty clay lom?). Be-
neath this layer and downward to about 24 inches, the material is yel-
lowish-brown firm but friable silty clay loam. This is in turn under-
lain by mottled gray, orange, and yellow material, variable in char-
acter and tending to be poorly drained. :

The Wolftever soil, like the Humphreys, is developed on moderately
low terraces. It is rarely inundated and the floods are light. Its ma-
terial is washed largely from high-grade limestone and shale and, to
some extent, from cherty limestone. The soil is less brown than the
Etowah, and though it resembles Humphreys soils in color, in sur-
face soil, and in suitability for use, it differs in its compact subsoil at
a depth of 24 to 34 I.nc'hes and its lesser content of chert and gravel.

The Capshaw soil is developed on terraces in positions similar to
those of the Etowah, Humphreys, and Wolftever. It differs from-
these soils, however, because it contains more sand, especially on the
surface, since more of the material making it up has been washed from
soils derived from sandstone and shale. The first 8 to 12 inches is
grayish-brown to light-brown friable loam or fine sandy loam. Below
12 inches and down to about 30 to 34 inches is light yellowish-brown
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heavy friable fine sandy clay loam. Grading down from about 32

inches the subsoil is light yellowish-brown to brownish-yellow sandy -

Joam to clay loam in which there are varying quantities of water-worn

sandstone fragments. Considerable water-worn sandstone may oceur

in places.

The Taft soil is derived to a large extent from material washed from
soils underlain by cherty limestone. In forested aveas the 5-inch sur-
face layer is dark-brown to vellowish-brown silt loawn that grades to a
grayish-yellow silty clay loam. Below about 16 inches is mottled
eray, rust-brown, and yellow silty clay loamn to clay loam that contains
some chert fragments in most places. Between 24 and 42 inches the
material is' gray mottled with rust brown and yellow, and it is com-
pacted almost to a hardpan. Below this layer is mottled yellowish-
gray and rust-brown clay containing some chert fragments.

The Robertsville soil occurs on stream terraces in the slight depres-
sions and low-lying areas that have poor external and internal drain-
age. The material from which it is derived has been washeéd from
uplands underlain by high-grade and cherty limestone. From the sur-
face downward the soil is mottled gray, with a compact layer begin-
ning at a depth of about 20 inches. The compactness increases to a
depth of abont 26 inches, and below that depth the layer is very com-
pact and hard. During moderately wet seasons the soil is often cov-
ered by water and consequently it is not suited to ecrops. Draining
the soil for erop production would not be feasible in many areas but
might be practicable for pasture.

SOILS OF FIRST BROTTOMS

Soils of first bottoms comprise the ITuntington, Iieam, Ennis, Lind-
side, Melvin, and Bruno series. These series are differentiated chiefly
on the basis of differences in the character of thetr soil material, which
1s closely dependent on its source of origin and on drainage conditions,
The soil material has been washed largely from soils underlain by
high-grade and cherty limestone. The Huntington, Egam, and Bruno
soils are derived largely from high-grade limestone material.  The
material making up the Ennis especially, and to some extent the Lind-
side and Melvin, is derived from cherty limestone.

The Hintington soil is characterized by 18 to 24 inches of mellow
brown silt loam underlain by moderately firm lighter brown friable
heavy silt loam or silty clay loam that extends to a depth of 3 to 4 feet.
The material following is variable, depending upon stream deposition,
Tt is usually mottled but otherwise similar to the surface and subsoil.
The TTuntington soil is ordinarily planted {o eorn year after year with-
out the use ol fertilizer.  Because the soil is well-drained and seldom
subject to overflow crop failures are unusual.

The Egam soil is developed in close association with the Hunting-
ton, from which it differs chiefly in having a compact layer at a depth
of about 2 feet. Like the Hunfington, it is planted to corn yearv after
year, but the yields are somewhat less and management is more

difficult. The first 8 to 10 inches is brown mellow silt loam that grades .

into an 8- or 10-inch layer of lighter brown heavy silt loam. Below
the second layer and downward to about 50 to 54 inches, the subsoil
is compact slowly pervious dark grayish-brown to almost black clay
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1

4, Landseape showing the very productive, easily worked, and casily conserved

Dewey, Decatur, and Abernathy soils of the red lands.
B, Level Cumberland soil used for growing cotton.
¢, Bluegrass pasture on Baxter cherty silt loam, eroded hilly phase.
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I, Barly spring grazing of a winter cover crop of rye, oats, and veteh on smooth
Cookeville and Dewey soils, '

B, Winter cover crop of vetch on Decatur silty clay loam, eroded undulating

y phase, 1'0:1(]5_' to be turned under in preparation for corn.

¢, Long rotations or permanent pasture are well siited to the strong slopes of
Dellrose cherty silt loam, eroded hilly phase.
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loam or silty clay loam. This is underlain by compact and relatively
impervious grayish-brown clay loam that in most places is more or
less splotched with gray. Though moisture moves slowly through
this soil, it is fairly well to well drained.

The Ennis soils are similar to the Huntington, but they are grayer
or paler brown throughout because they are derived from cherty
limestone material. They are somewhat poorer than the Huntington
in organic matter, lime, and probably other plant nutrients. They
are also more imperfectly drained, being splotched at a depth of 24
to 30 inches in many places. Some imperfectly drained areas have
been included that have a 10- to 12-inch surface layer of brown to
yellowish-brown mellow silt loam underlain by brown mellow silt
loam to light silty clay loam. The lower layer continues to a depth
of 32 to 46 inches and in places shows some splotching in the lower
part. The Ennis soils are rather consistently underlain by a gravelly
substratum at a depth of 48 to 60 inches.

The Lindside soil is derived from much the same material as the
Huntington and Egam and often occurs in close association with
them. The material making it up, however, is somewhat more local
in origin and in places may be more influenced by cherty limestone
than the two associated series. This soil is about equal to the Egam
in productivity but is somewhat less productive than the Huntington.
In time of heavy rainfall it is more frequently subject to overflow
than either and is less well drained, both on the surface and internally.
About the same crops are planted, but these sometimes fail during
rainy summers. The brown or yellowish-brown mellow silt-loam
surface layer extends to a depth of 10 to 16 inches. From 16 to 48

. inches is firm to heavy clay or silty clay, light gray or gray mottled

with pale yellow and rust brown, that is in places slightly compact
and impervious. In places, some small black soft iron concretions
occur. DBelow 48 inches the clay is mottled and there are some chert
fragments and cobblestones.

The Melvin soil is developed from material washed largely from
soils underlain by high-grade limestone and cherty limestone—ma-
terial similar to that making up the Huntington and Lindside. It
occupies narrow strips along smaller streams and low areas within
larger tracts of Fluntington and Lindside soils. Drainage is poor,
both on the surface and internally. The soil is therefore not suited
to erop production unless it is artificially drained. Some good pas-
tures have been developed. The 6- to 12-inch surface layer is gray
to grayish-brown or yellowish-brown silt loam, in places mottled
with stronger brown. The 10- to 20-inch layer below is light-brown
or gray silt loam to silty clay loam, which is mottled with yellow or
rust brown, friable in some places, and heavy and somewhat plastic
or slightly compact in others. It grades into steel-gray heavy clay
orlsilty clay; at lower depths the material is variable in texture and
color. »

Bruno soil is brown to light-brown or light yellowish-brown fine
sandy loam to a depth of 24 to 28 inches. Mottled gray, yellow, and
brown sandy clay loam follows, and the material becomes finer and
grayer as greater depth is reached. In a few small and widely scat-
tered areas, the surface texture approaches a loamy fine sand.

849450—53——3
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SOIL TYPES AND PHASES

In the following pages the soils of the county are described in detail
and their agricultural relations discussed. Their acreage and pro-
portionate extent are given in table 6, and their location and distribu-

tion are shown on the accompanying map.

TaBLE 6.—Acreage and proportionate extent of the soils mapped in

Limestone County, Ala.

Soil Acres Percent

Abernathy fine sandy loam_ __ _____._____.___________ 445 0.1
Abernathy silt loam:

Level phase . . ool 14, 376 4.0

Undulating phase____ . 2,122 .6
Baxter cherty silt loam:

Eroded hilly phase______ .. 9, 130 2.5

Eroded rolling phase_ ____________ ... ____..____ 12, 816 3.5

Eroded steep phase_ ___ . __.____ 1, 992 .5

Eroded undulating phase_ _________._______________ 5, 846 1.6

Hilly phase . oo 10, 837 3.0

Rolling phase_ _ - ... 2, 047 .6

Steep phase___ - 10, 958 3.0

Undulating phase__ ..o 1,445 .4
Baxter cherty silty clay loam:

Severely eroded hilly phase_ __ _____________________ 1, 366 .4

Severely eroded rolling phase____ . _______________ 3, 642 1.0
Bodine cherty silt loam:

Eroded hilly phase___ . oo 801 .2

Hilly phase_ _ 589 .2
Bruno fine sandy loam_ _ _______________ . ____..___ 355 .1
Capshaw loam_ . _ .. 285 .1
Cookeville silt loam:

Eroded rolling phase . .- _ - e 3, 058 .8

Eroded undulating phase_ ___.___ .. _____.___ 30, 560 8.4

Undulating phase___ __ . .- 2, 528 .7
Cookeville silty clay loam, severely eroded rolling phase_ 935 .3
Cumberland ciay loam, eroded undulating phase_______. 477 .1
Cumberland fine sandy loam, undulating phase______.___ 377 .1
Cumberland gravelly silty clay loam, eroded rolling phase_ 380 .1
Cumberland silt loam:

Level phase__ e 650 .2

Undulating phase___________ ... 791 .2
Cumberland silty clay loam: .

Eroded rolling phase__ ._____ . . ____.___ 1, 147 .3

Eroded undulating phase________________.__ .. ... 5, 226 1.4

Severely eroded rolling phase____ __ . _____._____.___ 2, 457 .7
Decatur silt loam:

Level phase. - _ -« o oo a i cae e emanmamen 7, 542 2.1

Slightly eroded undulating phase 6, 763 1.9
Decatur silty clay loam:

Eroded rolling phase - _ ..o aoao 1,312 .4

Eroded undulating phase_ . ________.____.__ ____..___ 16, 187 4.4

Severely eroded rolling phase_____________._____._.._ 4, 379 1.2
Dellrose cherty silt loam:

Eroded hilly phase__ .- .. 2, 365 .7

Hilly phase_._ _ e 350 .1
Dewey cherty silty clay loam:

Froded hilly phase____ . ___ .. 431 .1

Eroded rolling phase_ ... ______ N 937 .3

Severely eroded rolling phase_____________.__.______ 1, 34 .4
Dewey-Decatur silty elay loams, severely eroded hilly

PRASeS . e emeeee-o 245 .1
Dewey silt loam:

Level phase. . - oo e eeeoo- 800

Slightly croded undulating phase

1,453

E
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TasLe 6.—Acreage and proportionate extent of the soils mapped in
Limestone County, Ala—Continued

Soil Acres Percent
Dewey silty clay loam:
Ero)c’ied hilly PhASe - <o om-vmmmecmmmmmmomommommoos ) (ligg ™ o5
Eroded rolling phase_ . cooc-uenocmmamnommoman , %32
Eroded undulating phase - cccemcmmeoconmmnmon- 16, 082 ¥
Severely eroded rolling phase___.oocooaovoo-omnoo-- 2, 344 .
Dickson cherty silt loam: 3 531 Lo
Eroded rolling phase_ oo cccammacmmenammemammos 229 X
Eroded undulating phase__ 2, 321 1
Rolling phase . . - cccon- L 288 "3
Undulating phase_._ - -—-ccc---- . , .3
Dickson cherty silty clay loam, geverely eroded rolling 307 N
BASE - - - o oo oeemmmmemmmmmm—emaee=—o-em==s=-oo .
Di%kson silt loam: 5 z
Eroded rolling phase_ . ccenocecaccmonaooomamon 1,21 -3
FEroded undulating phase 23, 736 6. 5
T.evel phase o coucmooaoeeno- 18, 847 5.
Undulating phase__.- - -c-c-cuemaann 13, 477 3. ;
Egam silty clay loam- . ooocococoooooann- 543' -2
Ennis cherty stlt loam. o oceeceramoocnno 99 -3
Ennis silt 108M_ - oo mmmememeemmmmm oo m e 4, 432 1.
Shallow phase. - cmococomommmsmomcsmanommemm 524 .1
Etowah siit foam:

Level phase o ocoaecemmemommmeseosmmeeoo e 3, 380 . %1)
Undulating phase_ .. - oo c--oooo--~-- emmm e 485 .
Etowah silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase___._.__- 805 .2
Greendale cherty silt loam, undulating phase___—_-.-- 3,016 .8
Greendale silt loam: .
Tevel Phase. oo cmcamoocccmommomoommmmmm e 676 .

Undulating phase_ -« - --cccevoenno-- 1(1, 161 3.1
Guthrie silt loam__ -« coo--- 19, 531 5. %
Hollywood silty clay, level phase . 649 -2
Humphreys cherty silt loam, undulating phase. .- -._--- 1, 486 -4
Humphreys silt loam, level phase 3, 400 -9
Huntington silt loam___.__-—------ 3, 086 -8
Lawrence silt 10amM__ . oo mmmmmmcemmmm oo oo e 10, 169 2.
Limestone rockland__ oo cooocmemaoomememmmo oo 674 .2
Lindside silt loam _ oo creicommmamemesemem oo 5, 084 . 1.4
Made land-.] ....................................... 159 "
Maury clay loam:

Sev};rely eroded hilly phase_ _ . .- occcacmcoanano-- 156 O]

Severely eroded rolling phase_ .- -oo-c-coooo--- 1,195 .3
Maury silt loam:

Ero)('ied hilly phase . - .ccmccmemaomemcsmmnam oo 340 .1

Eroded rolling phase_ - oomnnenn 831 .2

Eroded undulating phase 1,035 .3
Melvin silt loam___ .-~ S L R 11, 927 3.3
Mimosa cherty silt loam, hilly phase___ .. -c-cuencoon 469 .1
Mimosa cherty silty clay loam:

Yoroded hilly phase. . cecacoamanmmomcvemmameommmm e 1,158 .3

Eroded rolling J)hnse .............................. 182 .1

Severely eroded hilly phase_ ..o oovoomomcooomnn 310 .1
Ooltewah silt 108m_ -« - ceeccmemmm o cmmmmmmem oo 3, 229 .9
TRobertsville silt JOAM - - - o cvnmccamcemem o mmmmm e o= 3, 196 .0
Rough gullied land (Decatur, Dewey, and Cumberland

soil materials) 364 . (li
Sango silt loam.__-_ 5, 858 .
Taft silt 108M _ __ccceemcememememmemsmemmmmmm oo 3, 862 1.1
Wolftever silt loam _ _ oo ooocomeemmommmmmmm e 1, 319 .4

Total - - o ecccmcceccaccmmmmmme—ec=m—=eo—nea—~ 100. 0

363, 520

1 Less than 0.1 percent.
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Abernathy silt loam, level phase.—This soil oceupies mainly
basins or depressions in the southeastern, or red lands, part of the
county. It has developed from material washed from surroundin
soils of high-grade limestone. Though there is little surface runoff,
the soil is well drained. Water may stand on some areas for a brief
time after heavy rains, but it soon disappears, largely through subter-
ranean passages in the limestone bedrock or by way of surface ditches.
Few crops ave lost because of inadequate drainage.

Being in depressions, this soil has retained its own productivity and
received materials highly important to plant erowth from surround-
ing areas. These have been washed from the Decatur, Dewey, Cum-
berland, and Etowah and, to a slight extent, the Coolkeville soils, and
consist of accumulations from organic matter and other solids depos-
ited by surface water and from materials earried in solution by seepage
waters. Although this soil is not susceptible to erosion, it is injured
in places by deposited material washed from deeply gullied and
otherwise severely eroded slopes.

The soil is variable and without distinet layers. In places some
variation exists in the depth of the colluvial profile over residual mate-
rial, and in others are bodies of fine sandy loam. In most places,
however, is a 12- to 18-inch layer of dark veddish-brown to brown
heavy silt loam underlain by a yellowish-brown to reddish-brown
heavy silt loun. In muany placesat a depth of 24 to 36 inches is a
very dark-colored layer, which was probably the surface soil before
the overwash from surrounding land covered it. At a depth of 36
to 48 mches is splotched gray, yellow, and brown silty clay material.

Use and management.—The level phase of Abernathy silt loam
usually is planted to the same crops as the surrounding land. Though
it produces a rank weed or stalk growth, cotton does fairly well.
Yields of 500 to 800 pounds an acre are obtained at times, but the
cotton is ordinarily a little later in opening than it is on higher ground,
and frost may at times prevent full development of bolls. If the
areas could be separated from the surrounding Decatur or Dewey soils,
most farmers would prefer planting the Abernathy soils to corn. The
areas are so intermingled with other soils, however, that it is often

difficult to put them to a different use from that of the main field. -

Corn yields of 40 to 60 bushels an acre are common on the deeper
Abernathy, as this soil has particularly favorable moisture relations
for corn and other crops that have a high moisture requirement late
in summer and early in fall. Small grain and hay crops produce well,
although they grow so rank at times that some lodging may result.
Where the layer of inwash material is not too deep, good alfalfa and
similar hay crops can be grown,

Being well drained and having favorable physical properties, this .

is a productive soil. It has no rigid requirements in regird to rota-
tion and soil amendments, and little fertilizer is nsed for crops. The
favorable physical properties, normal percolation of water, and good
circulation and retention of moisture favor tillage; consequently,
practically all the land is cultivated annually.

Abernathy silt loam, undulating phase.—Long bands of this phase
are scattered at the base of upland slopes where material has been
washed onto the terraces and bottoms from higher red limestone soils,
Most. areas are in the southern part of the county, but others are in
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i y il 3 tly re-
rlv all parts where the red soils occur. The soil 1s constan '
ggavigg ferltile material not only from the surface \\:ash) but;dalsc?)R f;l(i)gfl
seepage waters that bring material from higher gl?llfl - Bele
ranges from 2 to 4 percent, and surface drainage Is good for pralc_ :r h iz ,
all crops common to the area. The nitrogen content 1s so hig

] ] 'ops 1 ive. Little erosion
some places that stalk growth in some crops 1S excessive Li

takes place, but the soil is sometimes inj ured by deposits washed from
idj ly eroded areas. . ) .
adgﬁgzviielt)}i short time since deposition of the 3011. materlal,..n(i
distinct layers have developed. In most places the sur face r]nzatex lélh
is brown to reddish-brown silt loam, 10 to 14 inches deep. I eneq
this is reddish-brown to yellowish-brown heavy silt loam.‘1 _nh some
places there is a dark layer at a depth of 24 to 36 inches, w 1nc r;m(yi
have been the surface soil before it was buried by materia ‘lv'\s éed
from higher slopes that were cleared and subjected to acce (izm e
erosion. Silty clay material splotched with yellow, brown, and gray
surs at 26 to 40 inches. .
OC(illllcluded with this phase are a few small areas having S(llo'P?'St t(if
2 to 5 percent, and in some p]]acgs there are chert fragments and a little
il was from eroded land. ) .
sul;;.(;;lc‘gl‘:;};zi;fagemen.t.-—Abernathy_ silt loam, undulating phase, 13
a desirable agricuitural soil; its physical properties favor‘ti)lllngc:‘sl an
the movement of moisture and air. Good. tilth, favora eAbl ope[,:
inherent fertility, and good drainage make it a productive 301300 A mé)go
all the crops common to the area are grown. Cotton yields 4 o 8
pounds of lint un acre. Though too much cottonweed deve ops] in
places, the crop generally matures better here t}mn on the Ot‘lel
Abernathy soils. Corn yields 35 to more than 55 bushe‘ls an (zlmre.
Small grain and hay of all kinds common to the area do \_\lell iX{f slm;'e
not so subject to lodging as they are on other Abernath‘ylsm S. i 3 ‘t}a;
may produce 3 to 4 tons an acre and annual hay 1 to 214 t(:ns. Vit
good treatment pastures can be made to produce 100 to 150 or more
-acre-days ¢ of grazing. . )
co)},‘l;li?sl ;lils):a is us%ally farmed along with other soils, and faboult the
same fertilizers are applied. Where it is farmed separately, exl'tx izers
are not used so extensively. Othey management practices are t %e sz‘tme
as for the Decatur and Dewey silt loams, though rotz}tlondodm'ops
and erosion control are less important. The few small include 111'1&;5
having a slope range of 2 to 5 percent generally tend to b;zl a little
less productive of many crops. Cotton matures well on these, however ;
and the average yield is about as good as for the level phase o
Abernathy silt Joam, ol Gew of
nathy fine sandy loam.—Except for the larger quantity o
ﬁnébszl;ldainythe profile, {his soil is very much the same as the le\t71el
phase of Abernathy silt loam. It occurs in the same }éosmons, mlos y
in depressional areas within tracts of Cumberland fine sandy %)211}1‘1,
undulating phase. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent. Some of the

i i land, is the
8 - -days, used to express the carrying capacity of pqsture ,
proggx ﬁgrt%eaxixmber of animal units carried pe;' t;cre I?ultipltle;iel?); ;ll'":e ;:1111))111))1?
t the animals can be grazed without injury to pasture; f )
gfs((l)‘i?iht;lta supgorts 1 animal unit per acre for 360 days rates 360; a soilisupi
porting 1 animal unit on 2 acres for 180 days rates 90; and a soil supporting
animal unit on 4 acres for 100 days rates 25. )
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areas are being damaged by inwash of sand or, in places, by subsoil
material washed from the severely eroded tracts of surrounding soil,
Erosion is being checked in some degree, however, by the extensive
control program carried on in the county.

Use and management.—Cotton, corn, hay, and pasture are among
the crops planted on Abernathy fine sandy loam. Under similar man.
agement, the average yields are somewhat lower than on Abernathy
silt Joam, level phase. The fertilization and other management prac-
tices used for the two soils are almost the same. Practically the entire
area of both soils has been cleared.

Baxter cherty silt loam, rolling phase.—The material from which
this soil has formed is about the same as that parent to the Cookeville
soils; that is, that coming from Fort Payne chert. This and other
cherty phases are generally considered as younger soils, for they have
not existed long enough to allow all the rock to break down and form
soil. Areas occur mostly on 5- to 12-percent slopes in the broken and
rolling parts of the county, the more cxtensive ones being in the north-
ern part. Some areas occupy 4- to 5-percent slopes on the narrow
ridge tops and extend down the adjacent slopes for some distance,
This phase is associated with other Baxter soils and with those of the
Dickson, Bodine, Manry, and Dellvose series.  Small areas of cherty
colluvial material are included. Both surface and internal drainage
are good to excessive. Originally this soil was covered with a fairly
heavy growth of red, Spanish, and post oaks; chestnut; hickory ; dog-
wood ; and other hardwoods.

The 4- to 5-inch surface layer is grayish-brown cherty silt loam
mixed with numerous, usually angular, chert fragments that are up
to 5 inchesin diameter. A yellowish-brown silt loam mixed with chert
fragments extends from a depth of 5 to 12 inches . Continuing from
12 inches to about 24 inches is brownish-yellow silty clay loam having a
reddish cast, which is mixed with a somewhat lesser quantity of cherty
fragments. ¥rom 24 to 36 inches the subsoil is yellowish-red silty
clay loam streaked somewhat with yellow; it conthins a small quan-
tity of chert fragments. Trom 36 inches to about 46 inches is brown-
ish-red mottled with gray and yellow silty clay loam that contains
some chert fragments. Below 406 inches the chert bedrock is reached
rather abruptly. In places the soil layer is not so thick, and bedrock
may be at a depth of 26 to 30 inches. :

Use and management.—Cotton, corn, annual hay, oats, wheat, and
garden crops for home use are among the crops planted on Baxter
cherty silt loam, rolling phase.  Some pastures are developed, and the
pasture acreage is increasing yearly.  Cotton produces 200 to 500
pounds of lint an acre; corn, 15 to 40 bushels; wheat, 10 to 18 bushels;
oats, 15 to 40 bushels; lespedeza, 14 to 114 tons of hay; soybeans, 1 to
214 tons; and alfalfa, 1 to 214 tons. Sweetpotatoes, potatoes, other
vegetables, fruits, and pasture yield well.

Until recent years little attention was given to the growth of winter
cover crops on this soil, but more vetch is now being grown each year.,
Farmers {ind that the cover crop conserves soil moisture and increases
the organic and nitrogen content. Fertilizer costs ave therefore re-
duced and the crop yield is increased considerably. It is important
that the soil be plowed on the contour, especially if clean-tilled crops
are to be planted, because the slope range is 5 to 12 percent in most
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i i i bably allows
rts. The chertiness and porosity of this phase pro ly
Il;i:)re leaching than in the Cookeville soils and therefore care in con-
serving fertility and moisture is more important.

er cherty silt loam, eroded rolling phase.—This phase occurs
ratl-?lzx’-(twidely inythe more broken part of the gray Ian;ls se.ct,xogl s(l)(f) t::se
county, largely in the northwestern part, on 5- to 1—‘-1')81(:(‘“‘1 ; pIr;
1t differs from the rolling phase mainly in being mole‘elo(i b
only a few places is there enough chert present to interfere materially
with tillage. g
Baxter cherty silt loam, undulating phase.—The pri)ﬁl? of ‘t ;f
phase is much like that of the rolling phase but its various a?lgrs 211 ; "
age somewhat thicker. In many places the chert 1s le.ss 1 un c?os é
and the total depth to bedrock is a little greater. It mi:ms in lose
association with the rolling phase al}d 1s de‘m.ved fron; the "’Samicex;t
terial, but it occupies the less sloping positions of 2 to 5 })el qtinr;
Tncluded with this soil are areas of Cookeville silt loaml, undu llms;
phase, and a few spots of Dickslon cherty silt loam, undulating phase,
i mapped separately. . .
tooU%::;fclzl«rlugofn?gmgéalnent.—lil.’»ecause of its chertiness Baxter che.rt‘yﬁslgz,
loam, undulating phase, was not cleared when the couflt.)‘r‘ \vasnl t
settle’d, but much of it has been cleared for 40 to 50 %’(’ﬁlb. D "g()d
small part of it remains in forest. Crops usually do “et nf!'lt]e(la good
management, as moisture conditions tengl to be good mlos -o g nl L not'-
Drainage is good, both extern.ally and mterr}ally, z}n( '?Hl)lswt h i not
severe if moderate care is e]xel'cmi(fgl to pfe\;t;nt 111;:(3“‘11)]1l {Zlflg((;rll Zn (; of:her
)] re grown as on the rolling phase. lization t
frll‘grlizsxgtmegt practices differ but htthi tn the twcvto.t hat ht<]3]1 : ills‘g:l{llz :l(l)%l;:
iffer in yields, but it is natural to expect th ge ov
gllif)?:g%c;ilgdygﬁ time will be greater on this soil if the two phases re-
ceive the same treatment. . - X
r cherty silt loam, eroded undulating phase.—This so] oc-
cuf';saixnt eclose ass’(r)ciation with other phases of thg cherty Bft\]xt?lstzzlll‘g
Dickson soils in rather widely sca.ttered areas in the n(?r.lq\e ern
quarter of the county. Except for 1&5; eroded surface, t}‘l)e SO}- is r-rfelnt
the same as the undulating phase. The slope range 1s 2 t<? b [zel LTh e,
but possibly more of this phase is on a slope of nearly 5 Hell Celfl e
eroded condition is accounted for by the greater slope an } t 1(:1 l:1((1: {hat
the land has been cleared longer and, in many case‘sh m'“tl e lur(i-
more careless manner. Originally the soil was covered with a h
Woﬁgtlfxo Ie(;:gttérnal and internal drain.agc are good, and “frh?n ‘thc Sl(-)é}
is managed properly, moisture conditions are favoruble for 'lcm.;t) psilt
duction. Much the same crops are planted as on ]3:1:ftcr (Flel-f{lizer
loam, rolling phase, and yields are only sllghtly“lm} e'rl.l tlell llizer
treat;nent and other management practices are practically the
R ly ph Thi il has weathered
cherty silt loam, hilly phase.—This soil has h ‘
pa?g; tfe:om higl{gmde limestone and partly from Fort Payn(ieqﬂlexiti
Areas occur on some of the slopes in the cherty sectlor}i‘]espeq i isyas-
the northern and northwestern parts of the co‘nnt)}t )fef}S\OlBodine
sociated with other phases of Baxter soils and \Vlthht. ose ol he Bodin
and Dickson series. It differs from the rolling phase only in having
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stronger slopes (12 to 30 percent) and in being a little shallower over
bedrock.

This soil has not been affected by accelerated erosion, because nearly
all of it is forested. If it were cleared, erosion would be rather rapid
unless special care were exercised, sinee the slope is too great to permit
clean tillage for a long period under average conditions. Should this
phase be cleared, it would be best used in most places for permanent
sod pasture, with possibly an oceasional cultivated crop.

Baxter cherty silt loam, eroded hilly phase.—Stronger slopes (12
to 30 percent) and a shallower depth to bedrock are the chief differences
between this and the closely associated eroded rolling phase. The areas
are mainly in the more dissected northwestern part of the county.
Though this soil has produced some fair crops in the past, it tends
to erode more rapidly than the rolling phase. Considerable more
erosion and a rapid decline in crop yields can be expected if the land
is continued in tilled crops. Most areas that have been cleared are now
beil?)g used for pasture (pl. 5, ¢). Hardwood constitutes most of the
timber.

Baxter cherty silt loam, steep phase.—Included in this phase are
some of the steepest arveas in the county, the slope range being from
30 to more than G0 percent. Aveas occur along the steeper slopes near
the Elk River; Sugar, Shoal, and Ragsdale Creeks; and other small
tributaries, chiefly in the northwestern part of the county. The soil
is associated with other Baxter soils and with the Dickson and Dellrose
series. Ttisderived from the same material as Baxter cherty silt loam,
rolling phase, though its prolile is less well developed. Depth to bed-
rock in general ranges from 12 to 60 inches, but there are some rock
outcrops. Some areas resembling Bodine soil and others resembling
Dellrose soil are inchuled because of their small extent. ,

Use and management—Virtually all of Baxter cherty silt loam,
steep phase, is forested, in places with fairly good timber and in others
with thin stands of low quality. If this soil were cleared of forest, the
surface runoff would be rapid, severe erosion would be extremely diffi-
cult to prevent, numerous small gullies would form, and sheet erosion
would spread rapidly. Ifbest forest returns are to be realized, the need
for considerable improvement in the present timber stand is apparent
in many areas. The growth includes hickory; beech; walnut; mapleg
red, white, post, Spauish, and black oaks; sycamore; ash; elm; horn-
beam; dogwood; redbud; and in smaller numbers, numerous other
hardwood trees. There once were many chestnut trees, but they have
been killed by disease. Many farm families depend on the forest
covering this steep soil for lirewood, and in the future, more families
probably will obtain their fuel from these areas.

Baxter cherty silt loam, eroded steep phase—Necarly all this soil
is in the northwestern part of the county, where it occurs in association
with other hilly and steep Baxter soils and with the Bodine and Dell-
rose series. A small acreage of eroded Dellrose soil is included. - This
phase has been cleared for a comparatively short time but narrow
straight gullies have formed, and erosion cannot be controlled with any
degree of success, even if the soil is used for sod pasture. Crops do well
for the first few years after clearing, but tillage is difficult on the
30- to 60-percent slopes, and erosion is rapid under clean cultivation.
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i zing may be
cea lespedeza for pasture or kudzu for temporary grazl ‘
sslfilgable usgs for this soil, but most areas will possibly revert to {forest.

i —In
er cherty silty clay loam, severely c;roded hilly phase.
itsli)?iginal statey this goil was Baxter cherty silt loam, hilly thasle,rl E:s
it lost most of its surface soil through severe erosion when 1t was ((:1 ef re
and cultivated. It occurs in association with other stef‘spl_an 1\1 S{‘
hases of the Baxter series. Its proﬁlg is similar to the 1;)1 ing p mch
of Baxter cherty silt loam, and its original forest growth Wals néuur-‘
the same. Slopes are from 12 to 30 percent and drainage 1s‘ go?(l.l
face runoff is rapid, especially during seasons of heavy rain (il  on
‘A1l this soil has been planted to crops for several years, and ero °
has been severe. Terracing will aid in checking erosion but mbmaﬁy
places is not sufficient to control it. Perennial crops scem to be the
best use for this soil. ‘ ted xol e
xter cherty silty clay loam, severely eroded rolling phasé.—=
Tlg?xgh somewh{xt shallower over bedrock, this phase d.lﬁerslbutlhtgle
from the severely eroded rolling phase of Cookeville silty 1c ay {)11_1 .
‘A few areas are on either side of Ragsdale Creek and in other ro 'i‘r]\g
parts of the northern and northwestern sections of the coun‘t . 13
slope range is 5 to 12 percent. Considerable chert is on the sur acle a(rrl
mixed with the soil mass. In most areas the fragments are noltd arge,
although in places they oceur in sizes and quantities that wou tltno_re
or less intertr:are with fillage. These more cherty places are spotty In
occurrence rather than continuous over an area large enough to map.
Before good pasture sod can be established, liberal a‘]:)phcimons1 (z)a.
lime, phosphate, and potash are needed. Kudzu or ser 1lcea‘ e;ptz(t?‘is
for temporary grazing or hay may sometimes be a good use for
soil.
odine cherty silt loam, hilly phase.—This soil occurs on the more
sl(i;)il(l]g uncleﬂ.er tracts in the northern and north\\'estqr)l) pnrts.?f
the county in close association with the Baxter and Dic (s;ni} 501t 8.
The chief difference between this phase and the hilly phase o , agcl er
cherty silt loam is in the color of the subsoil—the Baxter su 150{1 is
reddish; this is yellowish brown. Both phases are 1'atl}gll' sha l())W
over chert and both have a relief of 12 to 30 percent. 1l. 1e t‘ng e;r
cover is mainly red, white,lan]d b]ackl oaks ’b hlg{lory; blackgum; dog-
rood : sourwood ; and, on the lower slopes, beechi. ]
A ()I(;;lf,oblf)el;zed aveas the first 2 inches is dark grayish-brown melloi‘" silt
loam. 'The dark color is cansed by stains from organic matter. o rom
9 to 8 inches is a light grayish-brown mellow silt Joam c(?p alllnlng
chert fragments.  Continuing from a depth of 8 inches to 1? )pc]- es as
light yellowish-brown friable clay lonm, faintly s'plot,(‘!lo(] with red,
yEIIO\Q', and gray. Many chert fragments are 1n this gtyelr, an
mottling is especially evident in the lower part. Belovw ‘3({ u(:c hes ‘11?1 3
bed of chert, in which occur spots or pockets of ,vello-“ 5 X ]e( , 8t ay,li(um
brown splotched clay Joam. The entire profile 1s strongly (tn ‘m‘el(l
acid. Drainage is good to excessive, both externally nfxd mf erna 1 y.rl .
‘Where land is needed for pasture, areas may be cleared 1;) }mn(; ya !
the trees and seeded. Reasonably good pasture can be obtained, pro
viding it is properly prepared and fertilized. . o this 1 .
i herty silt loam, eroded hilly phase.—In this phase ar
argxzdflonr?mczrly o)f’ the hilly phase that have been cleared and tilled until
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moderately eroded. The slope ran
most of the bodies are in the more
county. Crop yields are generall

Quantities of chert and the strong slopes make harvestin
difficult, but pasture might do reasonably well under proper m

ment practices (14). Erosion control is one of the main management
problems. This far, the soil is onl

gullying will be severe. A good ma

erosion and to conserve moisture.

Bruno fine sandy loam.
stream banks where fine s
many places it forms a natural levee.
the Athens-Decatur Highway on the old Tennessee River bank and on
the Ellt River bank above Buck Island Bridge. The soil is formed of
recent alluvium washed from upland soils underl
limestone, shale, sandstone, and other rock. Usnally there is little
slope (0 to 2 percent), but some areas have a gradient of as much as
3 percent. Drainage is good throughout the profile. Huntington silt
loam, Egam silty clay loam, Lindside silt loam, and Melvin silt loam
are associated with this phase in the first bottoms, '

Except for more fine sand in the profile, especially in the upper part,
this soil does not differ greatly from Huntington silt loam. The sur-
face 24 to 28 inches is brown to light yellowish-brown fine sandy loam.
Below this is mottled gray, yellow, and brown sandy clay loam that
grades with depth to fine-textured material.

Use and management.—Practically all of Bruno fine sandy loam has
been cleared for many years. The principal crops are corn, pasture,
orhay. Corn yields 20 to 40 bushels an acre; soybeans, 114 to 2 tons;
and lespedeza, 3 to 134 tons of hay. Cotton and vegetables are grown
to a small extent, and pasture would no doubt do fairly well under
proper management (74). Fertilizer is seldom used, and management
practices are about the same as those for Huntington silt loam.

Capshaw loam.—This loam occupies 0- to 2-percent slopes on stream
terraces in association with Etowah, Wolftever, and Humphreys soils,
which are also on terraces, and the Huntington, Egam, and Lindside
soils of the first bottoms. A Targe part of this soil is along the Elk
River near the point where it enters the county. Areas lie above
normal floodwaters but are subject to overflow during heavy floods.
Drainage is good on the surface and throughout the profile. “Lack of
a tight compacted subsurface layer and its more sundy profile dif-
ferentiate this soil from the Wolftever, and it is sandier and browner
both in the surface and the subsoil than the Humphreys. The profile
is better developed than that of first-bottom soils. The original cover
was éhn, willow oak, maple, hickory, hackberry, sycamore, ash, cedar,
and many species of undergrowth, as dogwood and hornbeam.

In areas cultivated for a number of vears the surface soil is grayish-
brown granular and friable loam to a depth of about 7 inches. From
this Iayer to a depth of 12 inches is mellow slightly heavier yellowish-
brown loam that contains some small chert fragments, as do all the
layers that follow. Between 12 and 20 inches, the subsoil is a friable

Nearly all arcas occur east of

' ish-vellow fine sandy loam.
&:ﬁogr %‘?{iﬁe clay loam extends to a depth

ge is from 12 to 30 percent, and - { tled gray
brolten northwestern part of the ¥ Between 35 and 44 inches—a mottle ’
low and are rapidly declining. 3
g of hay crops 4
anage-

E clay loam—is i :
H CO ¢
:l.nb(?tlgeglzs;;jerust-brown, and orange silty clay
 chert fragments are mixed.
_and brown silty clay loam
_dry seasons. A few small chert

y sheet eroded in most places, but 3
1L cropping 1s continued without™ special precautions for control,

hagement practice is the incor- J
poration of as much organic matter as possible in the soil to control j

—This soil occupies narrow strips along the
and has been dropped by floodwaters. In B | b same, and there is general

ain by high-grade '
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i le-

following layer of pa
Theof0 35 inches. The layer
yellow, and brown silty

i t has
] an the overlying one buf
et ot compac]tgeél;"‘:’el:: 44 and 51 inches 1s highly
e o oam, in Which some
Below 51 inches 1s highly_mottlgdr agtt:g’
hat remains very wet, even 1n mode oL
ohe fraoments are present at this depth.
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phreys ot i there i 2 1y no great difference i yields.
undulating phase.—This is one of the impor-

i It occupies level

ils in the northern two-thirds of the count‘)trl.l oft o rgd s level
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Cookeville silt loam,

he first inch of the surface Smlnltsi Ldm;)l}? g(; :lg::illlc

it loam that contains a fairly large (!Il_}l{:e s“};fﬂce orgapte
o £ 1 ing leaves, stems, and roots. urfuce soul be-
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foin dep allg:; Between 5 and 11 inches the SOl‘lfISOI)r,lell g
friaoe ‘1111(1] ml?] with slight reddish-brown f?atherm%éis; m 11 to 20
brown si % _Oavn,ish-yello:/ heavy silt loam with 1a ?eé foh e, o
e mtween 90 and 24 inches is light yellowish-re As é‘ilowish-red
e betwgeg -ed. containing soft rock fragments. A z}:ﬂments -red
e eon m‘t ‘silty clay loam with small chgrt. 1:1 gments con.
! compillcf om below 24 inches to a depth of 28 inc :1ec  Mottled
tmﬁlgssv?s(ilwxl':;g g:ay, and yellow silty i:l;xy llg':l:‘r(i;):](:lng)c curs‘ nd very

n n dr i ! oaching ha R
glgrd 1‘(¥h‘?5131 i(}x?;;o{;nd’ll‘r)llighclgf\in%ggra few %mull fragments of chert.
ar b HICS.

51 -0 is brownish-red com-
381 3 mward to 66 inches or more 18 o
LY llwl]"% i‘(;)a‘l\&mxlrll]o%tlgd with gray and yellqw,1 tel;uits 1!; 01&1});3
A el tchdylower ,part. The material below 66 mlcl ;rt Js motcled
v 11 :v slightly compact silty clay with max_xy«i et rgments:
red‘ anclly,e .(?13 of Dewey and Dickson soils are inc 1}15 4 with this
lsma'ln ixlqi‘ppinrr.' Small areas of cherty k?a‘\ltlgt Ss();ml;ols.
Elllildsgdl‘ the‘y ons gesignate'cll‘lon tl:)i': (?gwmlillg)cle{:ed areas of Cookei/ille
¢ ent.— Lhere h e long
1 Toum, undulin phase, and many of those leied e 0
i i i t a e . - .y .
b?ent:ag gglgri[slt;g!ill.; \:;&iir}?;sood management, including fertilization,
plan




44 SOIL SURVEY SERIES 1941, NO. 5

it produces fair to good yields. Cotton produces 200 to 500 pounds
of lint an acre; corn yields 15 to 35 bushels; wheat, 10 to 20 bushels;
oats, 15 to 40 bushels; lespedeza, 3/ to 114 tons; soybeans, 1 to 2 tons;
and alfalfa, 1 to 3 tons of hay. Other crops produce fair to good
ields. '
7 The fertilization used is about the same as that for the phases of
Dewey silt loam (4, 5, 17, 19). Winter cover crops are being used
more and more, and the growing of these crops determines to some
extent the quantity-and Kind of fertilizers used (4, 7, 9). In most
areas, the use of proper crop rotations is a considerable aid in re-

taining soil fertility. In general, excellent response can be expected

from this soil if good management is practiced,

Cookeville silt loam, eroded undulating phase.—Probably 50 to
75 percent of the original surface soil of this phase has been rémoved
by erosion. Ordinary tillage practices have mixed subsoil material
with the surface soil, and over approximately half the avea the color
of the soil has been altered to plow depth. ~Drainage is good, both
externally and internally, and the moisture-holding capacity is good
in areas where sufficient organic matter has been incorporated.

Areas occur in close association with the undulating phase and oc-
cupy very similar positions. Though both occupy 2- to 5-percent
slopes, most of the undulating phase is on the milder slopes; whereas,
this soil is predominantly on slopes of nearly 5 percent. There is
more variation in the relief of this phase than there is in the undu-
lating. The two were originally the same in profile characteristics,
but owing to slightly greater average slope, longer cultivation pe-
riod, and possibly more careless management in some places, this phase
has lost much of its surface soil. Otherwise, the profiles of the two
wre still alike. TIncluded with this soil are a few arcas of uneroded
soil too small to be shown on the soil map.

Use and management.—Nearly all of Cookeville silt loam, eroded
undulating phase, has been cleared for the last 25 to 50 years and has
been planted to field crops common to the area. The crops grown
are the same as those on the undulating phase. Yields are slightly
lower under ordinary tillage practices, but under good management,
they can be practically the same. The moderate erosion the soil has
undergone seems not to have reduced its productivity so greatly as it
has that of many soils.

To restore and maintain the organic-matter content of this soil
and to prevent erosion from becoming severe and reducing crop yields,
the use of winter cover crops, proper erop rotations, and terracing are
the principal management practices required. The soil is managed in
a manner similar to that of the undulating phase, although it needs
greater quantities of nitrogenous fertilizer and organic matter.

Cookeville silt loam, eroded rolling phase.—Except for its steeper
slopes (5 to 12 percent), this phase differs little from the eroded un-
dulating phase. Both are managed in much the same manner, but
the eroded rolling phase is more subject to erosion because of its
position on steeper slopes, and therefore its need for erosion control
1s more imperative. Areas occur in the rolling part of the gray lands
section,

Use and management.—Cotton is the chief crop on the eroded
rolling phase of Cookeville silt loam. Corn, hay, and soybeans for
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are grown by some farmers. -Practically all the land has been
ﬁ:gl'ed and has bZen tilled for 25 to 40 years. It responds 1‘.ead111y to
ood management. Winter cover crops, as vetch, are proving their
value (pl 6, 4) and are helpful in controlling erosion, 1n !ncle;}smlg
the organic-matter content, in improving the physical condition o s&l R
in conserving moisture, and in lengthening the grazing sen‘son,last 1ef
vegetation is ready for pasturing several weeks before, that o
permanent pasture. .

Cookeville silty clay loam, sevérely eroded rolling phase.—
Through neglect and extended use, areas of Cookeville silt ioz'un,
rolling phase, have been reduced to this severely eroded soil. lgals
occur in association with other phases of the Cookeville soil and with
phases of the Dickson. These areas are rather small and constl%ute a
part of the gray lands section of the county. Slopes range from 5
to 12 percent. Surface runoff is rapid, and as erosion contmue(s{, it
becomes more rapid. Over most of this soil, erosion has removed at
least 75 percent of the original surface layer and, in some plgce_sl,
part of the subsoil. Any tillage done is therefore largely in subsoi
material. Short shallow gullies are common in many places. i

The planting of close-growing crops and the use of strip cropping
and terracing might easily have saved this soil from severe erosion.
By the use of kudzu, lespedeza, sericea lespedeza, or similar crops,
fairly good pasture might still be established. The sod should serve
to hold erosion to a minimum, provided other generally approved
management practices are employed. . ‘

Cumberland silt loam, undulating phase.—This smooth red soil
occurs on well-drained fairly high to high terraces in the main valley
of the Tennessee River and, to some extent, in the Elk River Valley
and other smaller valleys. At least 80 percent is along a belt that
extends about 1 mile back from the Tennessee River and a small area
is near the junction of the Elk and the Tennessee Rivers. It is similar
to the Decatur soils but differs in being more friable anfl in be-
ing derived from the material deposited by stream action. The ‘illgl-
terial forming this soil has been washed largely from soils underlain
by limestone and to a small extent by shale and sandstone. It \;las
deposited many years ago when river beds probably were much higher
and the stream flow much greater, for now the terraces are far above
any overflow. Most of the slopes are less than § percent, the range
being 2 to 5 percent. 'The natural vegetation was a heavy growth_o]f
red, black, and white oaks; hickory; yellow-poplar; and chestnut, with
some cedar and pine intermixed. Undergrowth, in general, was scant.

The 5- to 8-inch surface soil of brown to reddish-brown friable silt
loam contains a fair quantity of well-incorporated organic matter.
From 8 to 15 inches the subsoil is reddish-brown friable silt loam that
breaks in fragments and crushes to a crumb structure under pressure.
The following 15 to 21 inches is yellowish-red heavy silt loam contain-
ing small brown concretions, sand and fine mica particles, and a few
water-worn pieces of gravel. An occasional piece of gravel occurs on
the surface or throughout the profile. The subsoil between 21 and
39 inches is red to slightly yellowish-red silty clay loam, firm to friable
when moist. This breaks to nutlike fragments that may be crushed to
crumblike or granular particles. In this layer there are purplish-red
splotches, a few brown concretions, and some fine mica flakes and sand
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particles. Bright-red slightly yellowish-tinged silty clay loam con- J

tinues from 39 to 66 inclies, and it contains some fine mica particles,a
little sand, a few small concretions, and a few fine rock fragments,
This material is friable and crushes easily, especially when well
moistened.

As cultivation and weathering continue, the surface soil becomes -
Yighter in color unless the organic content is maintained or increased. -

The tilth generally remains good until the original organic matter is
gone. The absorption of moisture and its movement through the soil
are good, but the more sloping areas are easily eroded unless care is
taken to control runoff. Included with this phase, but designated on
the map by gravel symbol, are several small areas of Cumberland
gravelly silt loam, undulating phase.

Use and management.—Practically all of Cumberland silt loam, un-
dulating phase, has been cleared for many years. Cotton, corn, hay,
and small grains are grown. This soil is well adapted to cultivated
crops because it is relatively fertile and has favorable physical prop-
erties and relief. Yields are good for almost all crops. Fertilizer
requirements and management practices do not differ widely from
those of Decatur and Dewey silt loam soils.

Cumberland silt loam, level phase.—The surface layer of this soil
is generally 1 to 3 inches thicker than that of the closely associated
undulating phase. It also differs in having a higher organic-matter
content, a greater moisture-holding capacity, and a more level relief
(0- to 2-percent slope). Except for these differences, it is much the
same as the undulating phase. Small widely scattered areas occur a
short distance north of the Tennessee River. Crops grow a little better
on this phase than on the undulating phase hecause of its better mois-
ture-holding capacity, and yields are generally 2 to 5 percent higher.
The use and management of the two soils are practically the same, but
the danger of erosion is negligible on this level soil.

Cumberland silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase.—Nearly
all of this phase occupies high river terraces within 2 or 3 miles of the
Tennessee and the Ilk Rivers. It occurs in association with other
phases of the Cumberland soil and with phases of the Etowah, Deca-
tur, and Dewey soils. The boundary between bodies of this soil and
those of Decatur silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase, are difficult
to establish and in some places ave arbitrarily fixed. The slopes range
from 2 to 5 percent and are generally fairly long and regular. They
vary a little more than those of Etowah sotls. External and internal
drainage are good, but loss of some of the surface silt loam through
erosion has miade moisture absorption fuirly slow during heavy raimn.
Runoff is rapid.

The parent material of this eroded soil was evidently washed from
uplands underlain largely by high-grade limestone. The material
has lain in place for a long period, and a fairly definite profile has
developed. Under forest conditions areas of this soil were likely the
same as the undulating phase of Cumberland silt loam, but after clear-
ing they were allowed to erode. Probably 50 to 75 percent of the
original surface soil has been lost through accelerated erosion. Be-
cause of erosion the surface soil is thinner than that of Cumberland
silt loam, undulating phase, and the intermixed subsoil material gives
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it a heavier consistence and a brighter red color. The profiles of the
two are otherwise similar. : . N .

Use and management.~—Owing to its good workability, high pro-
ductivity, and proximity to transportation, the eroded u_ndulatmg
hase of Cumberland silty clay loam was one of the first soils cleare
in the county. Much of it was undoubtedly cleared about 100 years

- ago, and since that time it has been in almost continuous cultivation.

For a greater part of the time it has been planted to cotton or other
clean-tilled crops. Fertilization and other managemnent practices are
much like those for the eroded undulating phase of Decatur silty clay
loam ; the crops grown and yields produced are closely similar.

Cumberland silty clay loam, eroded rolling phase.—Areas of this
soil occur near the southern boundary of the county on slopes of
5 to 12 percent. TExcept for its steeper relief, it differs but little from
the eroded undulating phase. The rather strong slopes allow rapid
runoff during heavy rains, and consequently erosion 1s increased and
the soil is prevented from absorbing as much moisture as crops need.

Use and management.—The crops grown and the fertilization prac-
tices used on the eroded rolling phase of Cumberland silty clay loam
are about the same as those for Decatur silty clay loam, eroded un-
dulating phase. _Additions of organic matter, the use of close-growing
crops, and the planting of winter cover crops are management prac-
tices needed.

Cumberland silty clay loam, severely eroded rolling phase.—
This phase occurs in the southern part of the county and also near the
bridge that spans the Elk River on the Athens-Florence Highway. It
is mapped in close association with other Cumberland phases and is
derived from the same material. It is similar to the severely eroded
phases of Decatur and Dewey soils but is a little more susceptible to
erosion than either of them and is more friable than the Decatur,
In general, the areas are a little larger than those of the Decatur and
Dewey. Small areas of Cumberland clay loam, eroded undulating
phase, are included. . .

The management requirements for this [;hase are much the same
as those for tho severely eroded Decatur and Dewey soils, and the re-
sults to be expected under improved management are similar to those
on the severely eroded Dewey soil under similar improved practices.

Cumberland fine sandy loam, undulating.phase.—Ex.cept for
more sand in the profile and greater susceptibility to erosion, this
soil differs but little from Cumberland silt loam, undulating Pphase.
The slope range is 2 to 5 percent. The larger areas-are in the vicinity
of Old Browns Ferry Landing and near Wall Street.

The soil is used and fertilized in about the suine manner as the
undulating phase of Cumberland silt loam and under similar manage-
ment procTuces practically the same crop yields. Owing to its sus-
ceptibility to erosion, it is important that this soil be planted frequently
to close-growing crops. Its friability permits its rapid breaking
down by erosion.

Cumberland clay loam, eroded updulating phase.—By long cul-
tivation and careless management, this soil has lost part of its original
fine sandy loam surface layer. The subsoil has been turned up by
tillage over at least half the area. The soil occurs mostly in the
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southeastern part of the county in close association with Cumberland
fine sandy loam, undulating phase, and to a large extent consists of
tracts that were in all likelihood a part of that phase before erosion.
Except for the higher percentages of clay and fine sand and the lower
percentage of silt, the profile is much the same as that of the related
undulating Cumberland fine sandy soil. A few areas having a grayer

surface soil are included because most of them are not large enough -

to be mapped separately.

The slope range of this phase is from 2 to 5 percent, and drainage is
good, both externally and internally. Because the porous surface
soil is eroded, the subsoil tends to absorb heavy rainfall less rapidly,
thus increasing runoff and more rapid erosion.” In places where sur-
face runoff is rapid and erosion rather severe, the water-holding ca-
pacity of the soil is reduced, and during extended drought corn, hay,
and like crops suffer from lack of moisture. )

Use and management.—Crops on Cumberland clay loam, eroded un-
dulating phase, are about the same as those grown on Cumberland silt
loam, undulating phase, but yields are slightly lower under the same
fertilization and other management practices. Cotton always has
been the main crop. The use of vetch and other winter cover crops
during the past few years has improved yields considerably, reduced
erosion, and tended to improve the workability of the soil, just as it
has done on nearly all the red Iands soils.

Cumberland gravelly silty clay loam, eroded rolling phase.—Dif-
ferentiated in this phase is rolling Cumberland soil that contains a
quantity of gravel—in some places enough to interfere with mowing,
cultivating with hoes and other light implements, or similar field opera-
tions. This phase is croded, and, as a result, the plow layer is a
mixture of subsoil and surface soil and, in many places, is entirely
subsoil material.  The relief is rolling, generally on slopes of 5 to 12
percent, but in a few hilly places the gradient ranges to 30 percent.

Use and management—All of Cumberland gravelly silty clay loam,
eroded rolling phase, has been cleared and cultivated. Cotton is the
chief crop; corn and hay are next in acreage. The yields are lower
than those on the smoother Cumberland, Decatur, and Dewey soils.
Chiefly because of its rolling surface and eroded condition, this soil is
not well suited to intensive use. Rotations should be at least moder-
ately long, and the parts most severely eroded and those more strongly
sloping may be better used for permanent pasture or hay. Adequate
fertilization, liming, and seeding are required to establish a good vege-
tation growth for grazing.

Decatur silt loam, level phase.—Nearly all this well-drained dark-
red soil of the red lands is south of the cast-west Lhighway through
Athens.  The towns of Greenbrier, Belle Mina, and Mooresville are
on some of the niore extensive ar This soil is derived from high-
grade limestone of the Tuscumbi _St. Louis and Warsaw) formation
(/), and the profile over bedr ik is 12 to more than 20 feet thick.
Dewey and Abernathy and the other Decatur phases are associated
with this phase, but it occupies broad low ridges slightly higher than
those on which oceur some more typical aveas of Dewey soils. It is one
of the more extensive soils well suited to crops, and practically all of
it has been cleared and cultivated for many years.
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The surface is level to very gently undulating, the gradient rarely
exceeding 2 percent. Moisture is not absorbed rapidly, and surface
and internal drainage are good. During extended dry seasons the
soil dries out and becomes very hard. Though this dryness and hard-
ness is unfavorable for corn, lespedeza, soybeans, and other similar
crops, it does not interfere materially with the growth of cotton.

In virgin or unplowed areas the first 5 inches is light-brown to red-
dish-brown friable silt loam that crushes to a granular mass. A con-
siderable content of organic matter is well incorporated with the min-
eral soil material. From 5 to about 14 inches is a yellowish-red silt
loam to silty clay loam of fragmentary or nutlike structure. Below
14 and downward to 30 inches is brownish-red firm silty clay loam of
nutlike structure. Extending from 30 to 60 inches is brownish-red to
red firm silty clay, fragmentary in structure, that grades to yellowish-
red material at 40 inches. The yellowish-red layer is less firm or com-
pact and it contains a few small chert fragments. In places it may
extend downward for several feet, and in others it grades to mottled
yellow-red and gray clay mixed with more chert fragments. The pro-
file 1s slightly acid throughout. ]

Small slightly to moderately eroded patches, some of which have a
silty clay loam surface soil, are included in some places, and a few small
areas of Dewey and Abernathy soils are also within areas of this phase
as mapped. )

Use and management.—TFor the production of cotton, Decatur silt
loam, level phase, is one of the most desirable soils. Yields of 500 to
600 pounds of lint an acre are not unusual. The land is somewhat
less desirable for corn production during dry seasons, but yields of 80
to 45 bushels an acre are not exceptional in good seasons. Some good
alfalfa, red clover, and other hay crops are grown. Yields of 4.4 tons
of alfalfa and 2 to 214 tons of red clover can be expected under proper
management. Soybeans, cowpeas, and similar annual hay crops pro-
duce 34 to 3 tons an acre, depending on the management. Wheat and
oats are not extensively grown, but yields of 15 to 25 bushels of wheat
and 30 to 50 bushels of oats may be obtained when proper fertilization
is practiced.

Fertilizer recommendations vary somewhat with the conditions and
depend to a large extent on whether or not a winter cover crop is grown
(4,19,20). Some excellent results are reported from the use of vetch
or like winter cover crops followed by corn (5,7, 9). Some farmers
practice a 3-year rotation. Vetch is planted in the cotton rows late in
summer and is followed the next spring by corn.  After the corn is har-
vested, oats or wheat may be planted and those crops followed by
annual hay and then cotton. Other rotations are practiced by various
farmers, but plowing under a winter cover crop of vetch is an increas-
ingly prominent practice in the management system of most farmers
in the area.

Decatur silt loam, slightly eroded undulating phase.—Areas of
this phase are fairly large and are generally part of a smooth land-
scape in the southern and southwestern parts of the county. The
slope (2 to b percent) is somewhat more than that of the associated
level phase. The profiles and the variations in the two are similar ex-
cept that the surface layer of this soil is a little less deep. Internal
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drainage is good, runoff is relatively slow though somewhat more
rapid than on the level phase, and natural fertility is high. The soil
is not especially difficult to work and conserve, but erosion is some-
what hazardous on the more sloping parts.

Practically all this phase has been under cultivation for a long

time. In management practices farmers make no special distinction -

between this and the level phase. Fertilizers used on the two are praé-

tically the same, but crop yields are a little lower on this soil. Because

this phase is a little more subject to erosion, runoff control by use of
contour plowing and close-growing crops is morve essential.

Decatur silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase.—This well-
drained dark-red soil of the red lands has developed over high-grade
limestone, chietly of the Tuscumbia (St. Louis and Warsaw) forma-
tion, in the southern part of the county. The surface is undulating
to gently rolling, the gradient being from 2 to 5 percent. The fairly
large separate areas are a part of a smooth landscape that includes
Dewey and Abernathy soils and other phases of the Decatur series
(pl. 4, C). All this phase has been eroded, and most of the acreage
has lost 50 to 75 percent of the original surface layer. Included also
are small severely eroded patches, generally the more sloping parts
where the plow layer is ahnost entirely subsoil material.

When typically eroded, the 5- to 6-inch plow layer ic reddish-brown
silty clay loam, a mixture of the original surface soil and the subsoil.
Below this is yellowish-red or brownish-red firm silty clay loam or
silty clay that has a medium-nut structure. At a depth of about 20
inches the texture is silty clay. A little below this the color is lighter
and the consistence a little Jess firm or compact. Small chert frag-
ments occur below this depth but they are not abundant. Mottled
yellowish-red and gray very firm clay mixed with chert is present in
places at a depth of 50 inches. Bedrock limestone is 12 to 20 feet
below the surface or, in some places, somewhat deeper. The entire
profile is slightly acid, and surface and internal drainage are both
good. .

Use and management.—Practically all of Decatur silty clay loam,
eroded undulating phase, has been cleared and cultivated for many
years. Itisoneof the more desirable soils for crops and is particularly
suited to cotton. Though productive and easily worked and con-
served, its tilth is not so favorable as that of soils less firm or com-
pact in place, and erosion is a hazard where a close-growing vegeta-
tive cover is lacking.

Cotton, the chief crop, commonly receives 350 to 500 pounds of
complete fertilizer.  Yields under this treatment range up to 500
pounds of Tint an acre. T'he dry nature of this soil late tn sumner
and early in fall favors its use for cotton but at the same time makes
it less favorable for corn, lespedeza, soybeans, and most other later
summer crops. The yields of these crops under ~~mmon management,
however, are fairly high.

Corn produces 25 to 35 bushels an acre when ' is planted following
a plowed-under cover crop of vetch. Where e soil has been built
to a high state of productivity and the corn fertilized, yields of 40
to 45 bushels an acre can be expected. Wheat will produce 12 to 14
bushels an acre and oats, about 25 bushels, with a moderate applica-
tion of a complete fertilizer. Where these crops are fertilized more
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ields
avi he areas have been under good management, the yie
Esgvz:{));l?tn %Ot percent higher. Wheat and oats are ordinarily har-
vested before the summer dry season begins. Neither crop is grown
ively. ‘
extsegilg’ alyfalfa, cowpeas, lespedeza, and soybeans are grown fOE %;‘}?ayit
Alfalfa is commonly grown under a high level of manqgemia_n hat
includes the consistent control of runoff, the use of rotatloni mi)lieﬂb
the frequency of row crops, and the use of soil amendmen s(,1 c suc}};
lime and phosphorus. Alfalfa yields about 4 tons an acre under
anagement. )
mWiﬁter legumes as vetch (pl.’6, B), planted as ltlzover crollt): zﬁg
turned under the following spring, have given excellent Cresu , and
their use is becoming increasingly common, (5, 7, 91) Cover ¢ ilr)n ;
alone with contour cultivation and adequate ferti 1zat110n, tzlu'et Jro-
portgnt requirements for proper management. Results s uzwf u;'l'z s
is one of the most responsive soils of the county to adequate fertiliza
tion and legume cover crops. ) e |
ilty clay loam, eroded rolling phase.—A stronger slope
(5Dt%ca;gu;):rce¥1t) i}s’ the chief difference between this 50111 and thg
eroded undulating phase. In general, the surface s011‘}s t! nnInetr anl
patches of subsoil are more frequently exposed by erqslgn.d _Int grrtmd
drainage is moderate but runoff is excessive. The soil is dlstl"ll ut}el
through the southern part of the county and is associated with the
Dewey and Abernathy soils and with other Decatur phases. dod roll
Use and management.—All of Decatur silty clay loam, erode dro‘t;
ing phase, has been cleared and cro ‘ped for many ye.ull‘s, tgm i
natural fertility has been depleted. Cropping and ferti {zzlxdlon are
about the same as for the eroded undulating phase, but yields atx_'e a
‘little lower and management requirements are more exlac ing.
Valuable to proper management are the consistent use of eguxtne
cover crops, contour tillage, adequate fertilization, and lo_nger.robzlm-
tions in which row crops are used less frequently than 1s su;lt_a le
for the smoother Decatur soils. Observations indicate that this 1ts
among the most responsive soils of the county to proper management.

r silty elay loam, severely eroded rolling phase.—Thls
seggg?;‘;rodedyred s)(')il differs from the eroded undulating phase of
the same type chiefly in having a stronger slope and in being morg
eroded. It occurs in association with the Dewey and Abernathy an
other Decatur soils in the southern part of the county. Most of lt}hes
as long narrow strips that break from one smooth area down to anotfler.
The sfope ranges from 5 to 12 percent, and practically all the surface
soil has been lost through erosion. Accordingly, the tilth and per-
meability are much less favorable for cultivation and plant growth
than that of the undulating phase. The plow layer is yellomsh-reg
firm silty clay loam. Internal drainage 1s good, but surface runo
is great and exceptionally erosive on cultivated slopes that are not

by a close-growing crop. . .
ProUt::tfz(:zd ymanaqeﬂ%ent.— hieﬂI;' because of its depleted fertility,
unfavorable consistence, and strong slope, Decatur silty clay loam,
severely eroded rolling phase, is not well suited to crops. Proper
management usually requires the establishment of a vigorous growth
of permanent sod on most areas. Good pastures probably can be
established in most places if the land is limed and properly fertilized
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and seeded. In places kudzu or sericea lespedeza is a well-suited crop
that might be displaced in later years by better grasses and clovers for
use as pasture.

Dellrose cherty silt loam, hilly phase.——Cherty material drifted
down the slopes from the associated Dickson, Baxter, and Bodine soils
and deposited on the moderately phosphatic limestone common to the
outer part of the Central Basin is parent to this soil. This phase
occupies strong slopes (12 to 30 percent) below the associated soils,
and the drifted material varies considerably in thickness from place
to place. There is no well-developed profile. One of the larger areas
is near the northwestern corner of the county ; other smaller areas are
farther east near Shoal Creek and the Elk River. The forested areas

are mainly in white, red, black, and post oaks; beech; hickory ; yellow-

poplar; maple; and dogwood.

The soil is slightly to medium acid. Drainage is good, both on the
surface and internally. In many parts there seems to be & slow seep-
age of moisture from the underlying rocks, and even during dry sea-
sons crops suffer little from lack of moisture. The gradual seepage
apparently benefits the soil by adding to its fertility or supplying
moisture for growing crops.

The 8-inch surface layer is grayish-brown to brown mellow silt
loam containing numerous chert fragments up to 3 or 4 inches thick.
Below this, to a depth of 16 inches, is brown heavy silt loam in which
many fine chert fragments occnr.  When spaded, this breaks into nut-
like fragments that crush readily to a granular mass. From 16 to 24
inches is yellowish-brown silty clay loam containing much chert of
various sizes. When moist, this crushes readily to a crumblike or
granular mass. At 24 incles is brownish-yellow slightly mottled silty
clay loam, which is mixed with considerable coarse chert. At 32
inches this layer grades into mottled yellow, orange, and yellowish-
gray silty clay lonm, with which chert fraginents of various sizes
are ‘intermixed. Mottled light-yellow, orange, yellowish-gray, and
brown silty clay lies at a depth of about 48 inches. This material
is residual from the underlying limestone, which usually ranges from
52 1nches to 10 feet or more in depth, but is occasionally at a much
shallower depth.

Use and management.—From 75 to 90 percent of Dellrose cherty
silt Joam, hilly phase, is cleared. Early settlers recognized it as a very
fertile upland soil, and some of the more chert-free areas were cleared
soon after settlement began. In spite of the long period that it has
been cleared, farmers still consider it a productive so1l. Crops planted
include corn, wheat, cotton, and pasture. Corn yields 25 to 50 bushels
an nere and wheat, 6 to 15, Cotton produces 200 to 400 pounds of
lint un acre and pasture, 50 to 100 cow-acre-days of grazing.

Considering its steepness, this land is remarkably free frc ero-
sion. Nevertheless, it is subject to sheet erosion, and followi pro-
longed row cropping, to gullying. Many farmers therefors .allow
this soil frequent rest periods. Careful management, includ ag the
use of interplanted green-manure crops, winter cover crops, and strip
cropping, can do much ‘to control erosion and maintain fertility.
Pasture interspersed with an occasional tilled crop might prove to be
a good rotation.
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llrose cherty silt loam, eroded hilly phase.——Represented in
thgep%\ase are areis of hilly Dellrose cherty silt loam that havelbeen
cleared and subsequently eroded to the extent that the pl(‘)’w ayer
is now a mixture of surface soil and subsoil. In general 50 to ()
ercent of the surface soil has been lost, and in places the plow layer
is entirely subsoil material. Slopes range from 12 to 30 percent.
Surface runoff is moderately high, and internal drainage is slower
than for the uneroded phase. The productivity is also somewhat
lower, and erosion is more active. This is one of the less extensive
soils, and all the areas are close to or south and west of Veto. .

Long rotations or permanent pasture are suited to this soil (pl.
6,0), %ecause it requires better protection from erosion than do many
of the soils that are smoother or less eroded. With proper fertiliza-
tion and control during the time the cover is being established, gxcel-
lent pasture of bluegrass, white clover, and other desirable plants can
be obtained. .

Dewey silt loam, slightly eroded undulating phase.—This ;-ed
lands soil has developed from high-grade limestone 1n assoc1at10}1
with the Decatur, Abernathy, and Cookeville series. Most areas ave
in the northern part of the red lands and in the eastern part of the
county. The relief is predominantly undulating (2 to 5 percent),
only a small part having a gradient of more than 5 percent. Runof
is not great, and internal drainage is moderate. The surface soil is
lighter brown than that of the Decatur soils, and the subsoil is not so
dark red and is usnally more friable and permeable. Slrn‘all quanti-
ties of chert are more common throughout the profile. The natural
fertility is relatively high, and the capacity for holding moisture
available to plants is high. ] )

The surface 6 inches is brown to light-brown mellow silt loam,
underlain by brown to light reddish-brown friable silt loam that
grades to silty clay loam. Below 11 inches and continuing to a deYth
of about 27 inches is yellowish-red firm silty clay loam that crushes -
easily to fine, somewhat rounded pieces. Below this is a more com-
pact yellowish-red silty clay loam or silty clay ]ayerot!mt breaks to
larger more angular pieces. At a depth of nlz(:ut, 42 inches, a few
weak splotches or streaks of gray are evident. They are more prom-
inent lower in the profile, and below 60 inches the material 1s red sxltyz
clay with mottlings or splotchings of gray and yellow. Bedrock
limestone is at a depth of more than 12 feet 1n most instances.

Ordinarily there is a very small quantity of fine chert throughout
the profile, the quantity increasing somewhat at a depth of 4 to 5
feet. Included with this soil are small patches of Abernathy soils
and level phases of both the Dewey and Decatur soils. In a few
places the profile grades to the color of the Cookeville series.

Use and management.—Practically all of the slightly eroded un-
dulating phase of Dewey silt loam has been cleared and farmed for
many years. It is one of the more desirable soils of the county for
crops, as it is productive and easily worked and maintained. Cotton
and corn are now the chief crops, with hay and small grains oceupying
a small acreage. Under common management, cotton yields approxi-
mate those on Decatur silt loam, level phase, but the yield of corn,
"small grain, and hay is likely a little larger.
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Management requirements, crop yields, and the resporsz of the soil
to good management are approximately the same as those of Decatur
silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase. Being less dry late in sum-
mer and being in general more permeable and less erosive, this soil
probably has somewhat better moisture relations than the slightly
eroded undulating Decatur soils for all crops except cotton. Its
natural fertility is apparently slightly less than equal to that of those
soils. This phase is suited to moderately short rotations, but inas-
much as erosion is somewhat hazardous, some care is required in
handling runoff water.

Dewey silt loam, level phase.—This soil has developed from high-
grade limestone in the red lands. In extremely few places does the
gradient exceed 2 percent. Practically no erosion has taken place,
and the surface layer therefore is a little thicker than that of the
slightly eroded undulating phase from which it differs chiefly in hav-
ing a more nearly level surface. This difference is of little or no
significance agriculturally,

The top G-inch layer is brown to light-brown mellow silt loam in

which there 1s a fair quantity of organic matter. l'rom 6 to 11 inches -

is brown to light reddish-brown friable silt loam or silty clay loam.
Below 11 and continuing to 27 inches is yellowish-red firm silt loam
or silty clay loam subsoil that crushes readily to small partly rounded
particles. Below 27 inches the mass is more compact, and it breaks
away to a layer in which the fragments are more angular, the pieces
being coarser at greater depth. At 42 inches weak mottles or streaks
of gray are evident. The gray increases with depth. Below 60 inches
is red mottled with gray and yellow silty clay, sufficiently compact to
ll)g (tlifﬁcu]t to spade. Bedrock limestone is common below a depth of
feet.

A small quantity of chert and concretions occur throughout the pro-
file. The chert is a little move evident below a depth of 4 or 5 feet.
The entire profile is moderately acid. Surface drainage is slow, but
internal drainage is adequate to make the soil suitable for all crops.
Iricluded with this phase are small areas of eroded Dewey soils and
several small spots of the Decatur and Abernathy.

Use and management.—Crop yields are a little more variable on
Dewey silt loam, level phase, than they are on the level phase of De-
catur silt loam.” The two are planted to about the same crops, but
possibly more corn and small grains are grown on this phase and less
cotton. The corn and small grain yield a little more on this phase
than they do on the Decatur, but cotton yields do not differ greatly.
Management requirements are about the same, because both soil ve
well suited to intensive use, responsive to fertilization, and not .. -
cially subject to damage by runoff, even though small losses snd
accumulations of soil material are evident in places on some of the \ iy
gentle slopes or in the slight depressions,

Dewey silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase.—From the
slightly eroded undulating phase of Dewey silt loam this phase differs
chiefly in having lost 50 to 75 percent of its surface soil by erosion.
The 4- to 8-inch surface layer is friable reddish-brown silty clay loam.

Underlying layers are similar to corresponding layers in the slightly .

eroded Decatur phases, and the parent material is high-grade lime-
stone (pl. 7, 4). The slope is 2 to 5 percent.
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This soil is associated with other Dewey phases and with the De-
eatur and Abernathy soils. A few areas are associated with Baxter
soils, and in these is a little more chert than average. Most of the
acreage lies where the red lands part of the count Igoms the gray
lands. Other areas are along Limestone Creek, near Hays Mill, near
Elkmont, West Limestone School, and in the vicinity of Elk River
Mills Bridge. Some areas are large, and in these are included small
patches of other phases of the Dewey as well as of the Decatur and
Cookeville soils. )

Use and management.—Nearly all of Dewey silty clay loam, eroded
undulating phase, has been cleared and cultivated for many years.
It is a desirable soil for crop production. Cotton and corn are the
most common crops, with small acreages of oats, wheat, alfalfa, soy-
beans, and lespedeza being grown. Legume winter cover crops are

- becoming increasingly common and are now recognized as important

in maintaining the high productivity. Management is about the same
as on the sligﬁltly eroded undulating Dewey and Decatur soils, but
crop yields are lower and tilth and moisture relations are less favor-
able because of the eroded condition. Management requirements are
more exacting because a luxuriant vegetative cover is more difficult
to maintain, and runoff tends to be higher because of the slower per-
colation of water.

Dewey silty clay loam, eroded rolling phase.—This phase differs
from the eroded undulating phase chiefly in having a stronger slope
(5 to 12 percent). The surface soil is generally thinner, and small
patches of exposed subsoil are common though not abundant. Chert
fragments occur a little more frequently. Moderately strong slopes
and moderately slow permeability cause a fairly high volume of run-
off, and therefore the soil erodes quickly where the plow layer is loose
and unprotected by vegetative cover. The thinner, less friable sur-
face soil is not so fertile as that of the smoother, less eroded Dewey
soils, and quantity of moisture available to plants is less. Bodies of
this soil are widely distributed over the county, but the aggregate
area is less than that of some of the other Dewey soils or that of the
Decatur. Oceurring in association with this phase are other Dewey
soils and Decatur and Abernathy soils.

Use and management.—The eroded rolling phase of Dewey silty
clay loam has been cleared and cropped for many years. Cotton and
corn are the prevailing crops, with some small grains and hay. The
fertilizer practices commonly used are similar to those for the smoother
Dewey and Decatur soils, but crop yields are lower. The manage-
ment requirements necessary to build and maintain a high level of
production are more exacting. Close-growing crops—especially
legume hay, pasture, and cover crops—and adequate fertilization
are a part of good management. Contour tillage aids in restraining
runoft, and terracing may be suitable for some sites.

Dewey silty clay loam, severely eroded rolling phase.—Erosion
has removed practically all the surface soil from this phase and, in
places, part of the subsoil. The plow layer, a yellowish-red firm
silty clay or silty clay loam, is hard when dry, lower in organic mat-
ter and available plant nutrients than the original surface soil, and
low in its capacity for holding water available to plants. Percola-
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tion of moisture is slow, and runoff is high. The soil is very erosive
m places where the plow layer is cultivated.
This phase difters from Dewey silt loam, eroded undulating phase,

chiefly in being more severely eroded and in having a more sloping.

surface (5 to 12 percent). The aggregate acreage is not great, and
the separate areas are small. Areas are widely distributed over the
county in association with other Dewey soils, with the Cookeville
series, and occasionally with Decatur and Dickson soils.

Use and management—Crop yields arve generally low on the se-
verely eroded rolling phase of Dewey silty clay loam. The soil is
diflicult to maintain and is therefore poorly suited to crops requiring
tillage. If properly fertilized, limed, and seeded, most areas probably
can be made to produce much grazing of good quality. Long-time
rvotations are generally preferable to short rotations. Sericea les-

pedeza is suitable for quick establishment of soil-building and protee--

tive vegetation.

Dewey silty clay loam, eroded hilly phase.—This phase represents
those hilly aveas of Dewey silt loam that are moderately eroded. The
slope range is 12 to 30 percent, and 50 to 75 percent of the surface
soil has been lost by erosion. The plow layer is a mixture of surface
soil and subsoil, generally a reddish-brown firm silty clay loam. Of
comon occurrence arve patches where all the surface soil has been
lost, and on these the plow layer may be yellowish-red compact silty
clay. Some aveas are cut by an occasional small gully. Runoff is
high and percolation is moderately slow.

Use and management.—All the eroded hilly phase of Dewey silty
clay Toam has been cleared and cultivated, and much of it is used
for crops. The yields are much lower than on the smoother Dewey
soils. Tt is not well suited to crops requiring tillage because it is
diflicult to control runofl and carry on ficld operations.  If properly
fertilized and seeded, this land is capable of producing well when
planted to pasture. Some areas, those less eroded and less hilly, are
probably well suited to long rotations comprised chiefly of alfalfa or
stmilar erops.

Dewey cherty silty clay loam, eroded rolling phase.—Except for
its chertiness and notably shallower depth to bedrock, this phase re-
sembles the noncherty Dewey soils in general characteristics. It is
a red moderately cherty soil, developed over velatively high-grade
cherty limestone. Runoff is moderate and the chert apparently re-
tards sheet erosion to some extent. Internal drainage is retarded
but a little more rapid than that of the noncherty Dewey soils. The
aggregato arvea of this soil is not great, and the sepaeate bodies are
small, most of them occurring as narrow strips on sharp slopes of 5
to 12 percent in association with smoother Dewey, Decatur, and Baxter
soils. Most of this phase is in the vicinity of West Limestone School
and Elkmont. :

The G-inch surface layer is light reddish-brown cherty silt loam or
cherty silty clay loam. The subsoil is vellowish-red firm cherty silty
clay loam, grading at 40 inches to yellowish-red cherty silty clay, which
is somewhat streaked and splotched with gray and yellow in the lower
part. Bedrock cherty limestone is at a depth of 4 to 10 feet. The
entire profile is moderately acid.
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Use and management.—All the eroded rolling phase of Dewey
cherty silty clay lonm is cleared and most of it is cropped in x}bollt the
same manner as the smooth and rolling noncherty Dewey soils. ~Chert
interferes somewhat with tillage operations. Runoff is a decided
hazard and requires careful management. Close-groiving crops, es-
pecially those that afford a growing cover throngh the winter, shonld
be on this soil as much of the time as is feasible, and field operations
should be on the contour. :

wey cherty silty clay loam, severely eroded rolling phase.—
N al:fow}s’trips 0¥ this)i’next{nsive soil are associated with other Dew?)y
phases and with Baxter, Cookeville, and Decatur soils on 5- to 12-
percent slopes along the drainageways. Represented in this ph‘ase
are areas of the cherty rolling Dewey soil that have been severely
eroded. The plow layer and upper subsoil consist of yellowish-red
firm to compact cherty silty clay loam or cherty silty clay, and the
lower subsoil is yellowish-red moderately compact cherty silty clay,
with streaks and splotches of gray and yellow in the‘ lower part.
Cherty high-grade limestone bedrock is at 3 to 8 feet. The slow per-
colation of moisture results in a high volume of runoff that is excep-
tionally erosive where the surface layer is loose or tilled.

Use and management.—All of Dewey cherty silty clay loam, severely
eroded rolling phase, has been cleared and farmed for many years,
but some of the areas now are idle or in permanent pasture. Chiefly
because of its severely eroded sloping nature, this plmse is_poorly
suited to a management system requiring tillage. Productivity is
low, mainly because fertility is depleted and moisture conditions are
unfavorable. Tilth is poor and erosion is an extremgly serious hazard
on cultivated aveas. A permanent vegetative cover of sericea lespedeza,
pasture, trees, or similar growth is well suited to this phase.

Dewey cherty silty clay loam, eroded hilly phase.—This phase

differs from the eroded rolling phase chiefly in having a stronger slope
(12 to 30 percent). Part of it is severely eroded, and the plow layer
is yellowish-red cherty silty clay. Most of the individual areas are
small. The soil occurs in association with Dewey, Decatur, and
Cookeville soils. '

Use and management—All of the eroded hilly phase of Dewey
cherty silty clay loam has been cleared and cultivated, but some is now
idle or in permane t pasture. Crop yields are notably lower than on
the smoother less ® oded Dewey soils, and chiefly because of the strong
slope and erods- ":ondition, this imse_]._s not well suited to crops
requiring tillage. {f properly limed, fertilized, ansl‘seeded, most areas
are capable of furnishing much good grazing. The parts most se-
verely eroded may be difficult to bring to a productive state, and
therefore they may be best managed under a cover of sericea lespedeza
until their tilth and productivity have been improved.

Dewey-Decatur silty clay loams, severely eroded hilly phases.—
Included in this complex are severely eroded hilly areas of Dewey
and Decatur soils. The gradient ranges from 12 to 30 percent,
and in most places the plow layer consists entirely of subsoil mate-
rial. The soil profile may have characteristics covering both series
or may be predominantly Dewey or Decatur. The variation in char-
acteristics is generally more evident in the complex than it is in areas
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of either of the two series. Small to moderate gullies occur in places,
but only a few are so large that they cannot be obliterated within a
short period of time by practical means. The aggregate area of this
complex is small, and the separate areas are associated chiefly with
smoother Dewey and Decatur soils.

Use and management.—All of Dewey-Decatur silty clay loams, se-
verely eroded hilly phases, have been cleared and cultivated, but some
areas are now idle or used for pasture. Chiefly because of the eroded
condition, moisture relations are unfavorable, tilth is poor, and the
supply of available plant nutrients is much lower than in the less
eroded Dewey and Decatur soils. Producti vity is generally low, and
the soil is difficult to work and conserve. Crops requiring tillage are
not suited to this complex but with adequate liming, fertilization,
proper seeding, and other practices of good management, many areas
are capable of supporting fair to good pasture. The most exposed and
eroded areas can be managed only by establishing sericea lespedeza,
trees, or some other perennial cover,

Dickson silt loam, undulating phase.—This gray silt loam soil
occurs on 2- to 5-percent slopes on broad smooth to gently sloping
ridges. It is associated with other Dickson soils and with the Cooke.
ville, Baxter, Sango, Lawrence, and Bodine soils. Much of this soil
lies on either side of the highway leading north from Athens to
Ardmore, but it occurs to a lesser extent in other parts of the northern
half of the county. The soil has formed in place from weathered
material of Fort Payne chert. Tt was not eleared so early as the red
soils, and during the early history of the county was looked upon
as being much inferior for cropping. Included with this soil in
mapping are a few areas of Dickson silt loam, rolling phase, (5- to
12-percent slope), and a few bodies having a somewhat deeper sur-
face soil.

In virgin forest the 14-inch surface layer is pale-yellow or grayish-
yellow silt loam, mellow, crumblike in structure, and decidedly grayer
when dry. Below 14 and continuing to 22 inches is light yellowish-
brown silt loam to silty clay loam, friable in consistence but firm in
place. This material shows a little more yellow when it is dry. The
siltpan below, a mottled yellow, brown, gray, and orange silty clay
loam that extends from 22 inches to a depth of 28 inches, breaks into
fragments when it is spaded and crushed. Few roots penetrate this
layer, and it is difficult to spade, especially when dry. The siltpan
continues from 28 to 34 inches, fragmentary in structure and mottled
with rust brown, pale yellow, gray, orange, and ved. The material
is extremely hard and is diflienlt (o spade when dry. Between 34 and
45 inches. is mottled reddish-brown, light-yellow, gray, and orange
silty clay loam, fragmentary in structure and less compact than the
materialin the overlying layer. Mottled red, yellow, orange, and gray
silty clay continues fromn 45 to 60 inches, This is tight, difficult to
spade when dry, and very sticky when wet. The soil is strongly acid
throughout the profile.

Although the movement of moisture through the siltpan layer is
slow, this phase is well drained. The surface layer absorbs water
rapidly. Surface runoff is free but not free enough to cause severe
erosion if reasonable preventive measures are exercised. Originally,
this soil was covered with hardwood timber, as sweetgum and black-
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though more care is needed in controlling erosion on the undulating
soil.  Cotton yields are slightly lower on this soil, but corn and hay
do neafly as well. No difference is made in the fertilization of the
two soils.

Dickson silt loam, eroded rolling phase.—This phase is distributed
over nearly all parts of the gray lands section of the county, especially
on the slopes that lead down to streams from the broad ridge tops
occupied by the undulating phase. The soil oceurs in association with
other phases of Dickson silt loam, and differs from the eroded un-
dulating phase in having stronger slopes of 5 to 12 percent. These
steeper slopes cause more rapid runoff of heavy rainfall, more severe
erosion, and a greater loss of needed moisture. Included with this soil
are small areas of the inextensive severely eroded rolling phase of
Dickson silt loam.

Good management practices apparently would include the use of
strip eropping, the frequent planting of close-growing crops, and the
use of winter cover crops as often as possible. A good response gen-
erally can be expected from the soil under these practices.

Dickson cherty silt loam, undulating phase.—Except for only a
moderate siltpan and many. chert fragments up to 5 inches in
diameter on the surface and in nearly all parts, the profile of this soil
is similar to that of Dickson silt loam, wndulating phase. It oeccurs
in the same general avea as that phase, is associated with the same
soils, and is derived from much the same materials, but generally
occupies less extensive areas. It is mapped on 2- to 5-percent slopes
near some of the more broken tracts in the county. Chert fragments
are usually present in quantities suflicient to interfere somewhat with
tillage. Drainage is good, though the moderate siltpan somewhat
retards internal movement of moisture. In most places water is ab-
sorbed rather rapidly, and surface runoff is too slow to cause severe
erosion. The orviginal forest cover was the same as the present one,
except that there were more chestnut, red and black oak, and hickory
trees and a thicker growth of underbrush.

Use and manugement.—More than 80 percent of Dickson cherty
silt loam, undulating phase, is in cleared land, some parts having been
cleared for 30 to 40 years. Crops grow well. The yields obtained
are about the same as or better than those for the undulating phase
of Dickson silt loam, and fertilization and other management practices
are much alike. Tillage for this phase is more diflicult and expensive.
Low-growing hay plants, as lespedeza, are difficult to harvest because
of the large chert fragments, but in a few aveas the Iarger fragments
conld be removed profitably.  "Terracing may be less necessary on this
soil than on some of the otliers in the county.

Dickson cherty silt loam, eroded undulating phase.—As a result
of long cultivation, poor soil management, or both, this phase is
moderately eroded. lExcept for this difference, the soil profile, the
2-to 5-percent slope, and drainage are similar to those of the associated
undulating phase.

The crops planted on this eroded soil are not different from those
on the undulating phase, but yields are usually somewhat lower.
Fertilizers used on the two soils do not differ, but more organic matter
and closer attention to erosion control are needed on this phase. Prac-
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tically all this soil has been cleared for many years. As erosion ad-
vances, more rocks appear on the surface and tillage becomes more
difficult and expensive.

Dickson cherty silt loam, rolling phase.—The main features dif-
ferentiating this soil from Dickson silt loam, undulating phase, are
stronger slopes of 5 to 12 percent, many chert fragments on the surface
and in the profile, a shallower profile over bedrock, and a less distinct
hardpan. About the same crops are grown as on Dickson silt loam,
undulating phase, but the yields are generally a little lower although
the soil receives the same fertilization and other management. Only
a small part of the land is cleared. It is easily eroded when cleared
and special care is required to control erosion.

Dickson cherty silt loam, eroded rolling phase.—Stronger slopes

- (5 to 12 percent), chert of the surface and in the profile, moderate ero-
! p

sion, a shallower depth to bedrock, and the absence of a distinct siltpan
are characteristics differentiating this soil from the undulating phase
of Dickson silt loam. The bodies of this phase occur in areas that are
between the streams and the broad ridges occupied by the undulating
phase. The chert fragments on and in the soil aid in checking erosion
and absorbing moisture during heavy quick showers. :

Use and management.—"Though the chert in some places interferes
with tillage, crops on the eroded rolling phase of Dickson cherty silt
loam yield about the same as on the associated undulating phase, if
management is similar. Some fairly high crop yields have been noted
in areas where management has been good over a period of years. The
most common crops are cotton, corn, and soybeans grown for seed.
Hay crops grow fairly well, but owing to the many chert fragments
they are difficult to harvest. Cotton yields 200 to 300 pounds of lint
an acre and corn, 15 to 35 bushels, under average management,

Dickson cherty silty clay loam, severely eroded rolling phase.—
Small areas of this phase are scattered on 5- to 12-percent slopés over
the rolling areas in the northwestern part of the county. The soil is
derived from weathered material from Fort Payne chert and is as-
sociated with other Dickson phases and with phases of the Baxter
series. Drainage is good to excessive. Before it was cleared of forest,
this was Dickson cherty silt loam, rolling phase; after clearing and
subsequent cultivation over a period of years under poor practices of
management, it was reduced to its present severely eroded condition.
Bedrock outcrops occur here and there. It has been farmed for many
years, but nearly all of it is now idle. With heavy machinery, many
areas can be cultivated. As erosion becomes more severe, more chert
will be left on the surface and the soil will becomne shallower over
bedrock. !

Egam silty clay loam.—This brown moderately well-drained soil is
on first bottoms along the Tennessee and the EPII( Rivers and along
Sugar Creek. In general it is along streams where a large part of the
material is washed from uplands underlain by high-grade limestone
and possibly shale, Tt is associated with Huntington, Lindside, and
Melvin soils, and a few small areas of Huntington and Lindside silt
loams too small to be shown separately on the scil map are included.
The soil is nearly level (0- to 2-percent slopes). Ixternal drainage
is good but internal drainage is slightly slow. Some areas are flooded
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during wet seasons, but they generally dry in time for planting and
£rowing corm. .

To a depth of about 5 inches the surface soil is brown to yellowish-
brown mellow silt loam that differs but little from the surface soil of
Huntington silt loam. From 5 to 12 inches the material is darker and
the texture finer. After a gradual transition this is replaced by silty
clay loam, which is more sticky when wet and more compact when
dry. Dark grayish-brown compact silty clay loam of fragmentary
structure continues from 15 to 36 inches. The dark color and com-
pactness of this layer are the principal features distingunishing it
from the Huntington soils. Below 36 inches is very dark-brown
slightly mottled silty clay loam, sticky when wet. Reaction is slightly
to medium acid throughout the profile. _

Use and management—Nearly all of Egam silty clay loam is
cleared, and it is planted year after year, mostly to corn. A few
farmers grow hay, cotton, and pasture. Corn yields 25 to 40 bushels
an acre ; cotton, 200 to 475 pounds of lint; and lespedeza and soybeans,
1to 114 tons and 134 to 214 tons of hay, respectively. Pasture atfords
50 to 95 cow-acre-days of grazing.

Little special management is given this soil. Good results are ob-
tained from fairly deep breaking of the ground and from special
efforts to eradicate Johnson grass, the principal undesirable plant. A
few farmers obtain good results by planting soybeans, cowpeas,
or like green-manure crops with the corn during its tillage period.
Generally, little fertilizer is applied for corn, but where green-
manure crops are turned under, good returns can be obtained from the
use of 200 to 300 pounds of superphosphate an acre. TFor cotton, 200
to 400 pounds of 6-8-4 fertilizer an acre is generally applied under the
seed at planting time.

Ennis silt loam.—This soil is found on first bottoms along local
streams in the northern part of the county. The slopes are almost
everywhere less than 1 percent (pl. 7, B), the range being 0 to 2 per-
cent. Iixcept for an occasional overflow, the soil has good external
drainage. Internal drainageisfair to good. The material from which
the soil is formed is derived largely from uplands underlain by Fort
Payne chert and, to some extent, from uplands underlain by high-
grade limestone. It is associated with towah, Humphreys, and Taft
soils, which lie on terraces, and with Huntington, Lindside, and Mel-
vin, all of which are first-bottom soils. In forested areas the cover
includes sweetgum, blackgum, elm, Spanish and willow oaks, yellow-
poplar, hackberry, cedar, sycamore, and a dense growth of undevbrush.
A little more than half of the soil is cleared and in enltivation.

To a depth of about 8 inchies this soil is brown to yellowish-brown
friable silt loam. This material is slightly compact in forested areas
and contains many tree, grass, and weed roots. When crushed, it
forms a mass of granules and larger fragments and many contain an
occasional rounded piece of gravel or chert. From 8 to 24 inches the
soil is yellowish-brown friable silt loam -that breaks into irregular
fragments. The upper part of this layer is slightly compact. Mottled
grayish-brown, yellow, and gray mellow heavy silt loam continues
from 24 to 32 inches. Between 32 and 50 inches is mottled gray or
very light-gray, brown, and yellow silty clay loam. This material is
very easily spaded, contains some rounded pieces of gravel, and is ex-
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tremely wet during wet seasons. Below 50 inches is a fairly large
quantity of gravel. A layer of gravel is almost always present at some
depth, perhaps at 4 to 10 feet. 'The soil is strongly acid throughout.

se und management.—Corn is the principal crop grown. Pasture
and hay crops are also important, and a few small areas are used for
cotton. Corn yields 15 to 40 bushels an acre; oats, 15 to 45 bushels;
cotton, 200 to 400 pounds of lint; soybean hay, 11/ to 21 tons; lespe-
deza, 34 to 114 tons; and cowpeas, 1, to 1 ton. Pasture provides 60 to
95 cow-acre-days of grazing.

Little fertilizer is used on this soil for any crop except cotton.
Under common practice, cotton receives 300 to 400 pounds of 6-8-4
an acre at the time of planting. In areas where pasture is to be
established, farmers are beginning to use lime and phosphorus in
larger quantities than usual. Two of the principal management re-
(}uirements for this soil are better drainage and improved protection

rom flooding. The growing and turning under of cover crops will

increase the organic-matter content and aid much in improving pro-
ductivity. Owing to its low position near streams, the soil usnally
cannot be plowed and planted until fairly late in spring.

Ennis silt loam, shallow phase.—Areas of this soil oceur on 0- to 2-
percent slopes on the broad, fairly low, nearly flat bottoms along
the larger creeks flowing from the gray lands. The material from
which it is formed is the same as that giving rise to the normal phase.
The upper 24 to 36 inches of these two solls are nearly everywhere
much the same. In places, however, this phase has chert fragments
on the surface and in the profile, and below 24 to 36 inches it becomes
very gravelly. In contrast, Ennis silt loam contains only a few pieces
of gravel and a few chert fragments at depths of less than 40 to 46
inches. The large quantity of gravel relatively near the surface pro-
motes the leaching of plant nutrients from this soil, and crops suffer
from lack of moisture during dry seasons. Though this is used for
about the same crops as the normal phase, the yields are generally
lower under similar management.

Ennis cherty silt loam.—This soil generally occurs fairly close to
small streams that have currents swift enough to move chert frag-
ments and other materials. Areas are in some of the first bottoms of
the county, where the parent material has been derived from uplands
underlain by Fort Payne chert. The widely scattered relatively small
areas are in the northern part of the county, and in the northwestern
part where the surface is more broken. Slopes are 0 to 2 percent, but
most areas are on slopes of less than 1 percent. IExcept during occa-
sional floods, the soil is well drained. Floodwaters usually come
quickly and cover the soil for only a brief period. The original trees
included water oak, beech, sweetgum, sycamore, mulberry, and willow,
with common alder bushes.

In forested areas this soil is brown to grayish-brown cherty silt loam
to a depth of about 4 inches. In this layer are chert fragments up to
3 inches in diameter. From 4 inches to a depth of 18 inches is light-
brown cherty silt loam, the chert fragments being somewhat smaller
than those in the overlying layer. Between 18 and 30 inches is yel-
lowish-brown gritty silt loam, slightly mottled, especially in the lower
part, that also contains chert fragments. From 30 inches to a depth
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of 40 inches and more, the material is mottled yellowish and gray
gritty to cherty silty clay loam. More chert fragments are in this
layer than in the one overlying, but the quantity varies from place to
place. This soil is strongly to medium acid in all parts of the profile.

Use and management—From 50 to 80 percent of Fnnis cherty silt
loam has been cleared, some for a long time, but most of it for only a
comparatively short period. The land is used chiefly for corn, but
some areas are planted at times to hay and sorghum. Corn yields
10 to 30 bushels; soybean hay, 34 to 2 tons; and lespedeza, ¥4 to 1 ton
of hay an acre. Some areas are used for pastuve (pl. 7, '), which
afford 15 to 70 cow-ucre-days of grazing. Lespedeza hay is difficult
to harvest in places where chert occurs in quantities. The crops re-
ceive comparatively light applications of fertilizer,

The chief problems in nmanaging this land are the removal of the
Iarger chert fragments and the protection of the soil from floods that
sometimes leave heavy chert deposits and carry away some of the
better silty material.

Etowah silt loam, undulating phase.—In general the Etowah soil
is on terraces Jower than those on which Cumberland soils lie but is
well draimed. It occurs with other Etowah soils on moderately high
terraces along the Tennessee and the Elk Rivers and especially near
Limestone and Beaver Dam Creeks.  Other smaller areas are along
smaller streams.  Slopes are from 2 to about 5 percent and surface
and internal drainage are good. Moisture is absorbed readily and
retained well.  Erosion does not usually constitute a serious problem,
though some sheet erosion ocenrs on the slightly steeper slopes.  This
soil 1s associated with the Cumberland, Wolftever, and Taft soils, and,
to a large extent the material making it up has washed from the
Decatur, Dewey, Cookeville, and rvelated soils.  In places a few small
areas of Iitowah silt loam and Cumberland, Taft, and Abernathy soils
have been included because they were not large enough to map
separately.

From 2 to 10 inches the soil is hrown to grayish-hrown mellow silt
loam in which are some organic stains. Extending from 10 to 23
inches is friable silty clay loam subsoil, usually yellowish red or
yellowish brown, but reddish brown in many places, especially in those
of the more elevated areas. Below 23 and continuing to 32 inches,
the subsoil is yeHowish-red or yellowish-brown firm silty clay loam.
At 32 inches and extending down to 41 inches, the color is reddish
vellow, and the texture is silty clay Ioam. The gradation is gradual
to an underlying layer of light reddish-yellow or brownish-yellow
firm silty elay loam or silty elay that continnes from 1 to 52 mches.
A dew sinall coneretions and some feathering of gray are apparent in
some places.  Below 52 inches this layer is mottled darvk brown, gray-
ish yellow, and rust brown, and some compactness and dark concretions
are evident in many places.

Use and management—Almost all of Etowah silt loam, undulating
phase, has been cleaved and cultivated for many years. It isrelatively
fertile, good in physical properties, and favoraile in relief. Its
management is not so exacting as that of many soils.  With proper
liming, fertilization, crop rolations, and tillage practices, good yields
can be expected, as the soil is unusnally respounsive to management.

Under good management cotton yields 300 to 800 pounds of lint an

Soil Survey of Limestone County, Alabama PLATE 7

4, Excavation in Dewey silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase; the 10- to 16-
foot soil mantle is underlain by level-bedded high-grade limestone,

I, Ionnis silt lonm on high bhottoms along the larger crecks,

C, Fertilizing and seeding permanent pasture on a partly cleared area of Ennis
and Etowah soils, .
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4, Landscape of nearly level to undulating Etowah soils planted Lo veteh,
I'f. ]I;erm:ment pasture on Lindside sitt loan.
€, Breaking ‘Paft silt lomn prepar. 3 Fortilizing i X
B ¢ paratory fo fertilizing and seeding for permane
pasture I g For permancid
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acre; corn, 35 to 60 bushels or more; wheat, 15 to 25 bushels; and oats,
35 to 70. Alfalfa yields up to 414 tons an acre, annnal hay 1 to 3 tons,
and lespedeza hay up to 2 tons. . Vetch does well as cover crop or for
seed production on this and other Etowah soils (pl. 8, 4).

Considerable variation occurs in the kinds and quantities of fertili-
zer used under crops planted on this phase. Recommendations are
about the same as for Decatur silt loam (4, 5, 19, 20).

Etowah silt loam, level phase.—This soil occupies level to very
gently undulating areas on 0- to 2-percent slopes along the river and
Invger creek Lottoms. It usually lies slightly above flood stage, but
occasionally some of it may become flooded. Except for the more level
lav of the land, slightly deeper surface layer, and almost complete
absence of erosion, it differs but little from the undulating silt loam.
Sonie areas of Btowah loam, level phase, have been included. It is
verv similar to Dewey soils of the uplands.

Use and management.—Nearly alrl) of the level phase of Etowah silt
loam has been cleared for many years and continued in crops. This
and the undulating phase are usually planted to the same crops,
though there may be a little less cotton grown on this phase and sone-
what more corn. Crop yields are practically the same on both soils,
and practically no difference is made in the kinds and quantities of
fertilizer used.  Management practices are also much the same, though
somewhat greater care 1s necessary to prevent erosion on the undulat-
ing silt loam.

Etowah silty clay loam, eroded undulating phase..—Most of the
material making up this soil has been washed from the red soils of
the uplands, including the Decatur, Dewey, and Cookeville series. It
oceurs in association with other Etowah soils on the river and creek
terraces, most of it being above the flood plains of the stremwns but
parts being covered by exceptionally high floods. 'This soil differs
from Etowah silt loam, undulating phase, in that a considerable part.
of its surface layer has been removed by erosion. A few areas with
slopes of more than 5 percent have been included, but nearly every-
where the slopes are 2 to 5 percent. Drainage is good throughout,
and moisture conditions are favorable for crop production. Reaction
is medium to strongly acid.

The crops planted are about the same as those on the undulating silt
loam, but yields are generally slightly lower. The use of winter
cover crops and terracing are being recognized as important in man-
agement. Practically all this soil was cleared and cultivated soon
after the county was settled.

Greendale silt loam, undulating phase.—'This so0il consists of local
alluvial or colluvial material accumulated at the base of slopes of the
Baxter and Dickson series. The material originated from weathered
Fort Payne chert and similar rock and has washed chiefly from the
surface layers of Baxter and Dickson soils, since they were cleared
and put into farm use. Material is being brought down from the soils
on the slopes above, both in suspension and in solution, and deposited
on this and other phases of Greendale silt loam.

Small bodies otp this soil are in nearly all parts of the northern two-
thirds of the county. In practically all areas the slope gradient is
below 5 percent, and it is usually not more than 2 or 3 percent. Some
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areas with slopes of less than 2 percent have been included. Through
most of the year drainage is good both on the surface and through the
subsoil. During wet seasons, however, water may stand high in the
subsoil of some areas.

The profile of this phase is somewhat variable from place to place,
but in an open field where the land has been cleared for possibly 30
or 40 years, one like the following may occur.

The surface 6 inches is grayish-brown or light yellowish-brown
mellow silt loam that crushes readily to a crumblike mass. It con-
tains a few chert fragments in places. A good moisture supply is
usually at this depth, even in dry seasons. The layer extending from
6 to 10 inches is mellow gray to vellowish-gray silt loam, only s‘l;ivhtly
darker and firmer than the one above, that spades out into large
fragments readily crushed to a crumblike or granular mass.

The first layer of subsoil, a mellow yellowish-brown silt loam,
abruptly replaces the one above at 10 inches and continues to a depth
of 20 inches. When spaded this material breaks into large fragments
that crush readily to a granular mass. Many pores are present
through which dark material has drifted down from the layer above.
The following layer, extending from 20 to 29 inches, is firm but
friable brownish-yellow silt loam that falls into a medium crumblike
mass when crushed.

The gradation to the layer of pale-olive silt loam is rather abrupt.
This rather easily crushed material continues from 29 to 37 inches,
and is then replaced abruptly at 37 inches by mottled gray, pale-
yellow, rust-brown, and reddish-brown silty clay that continues to 52
mches.  This clay is hard when dry but sticky when wet, and it con-
tains many chert fragments. Downward from 52 inches the clay
is mottled with reddish brown, pale yellow, and gray, and it is com-
pacted and slightly more gritty than the layer above. Many chert
fragments occur and spading is diflicult.

Reaction is medium to strongly acid throughout, and in some places
there may be more than the usual quantity of chert in all layers.

Use and management.—Nearly all of Greendale silt Ioam, undulat-
ing phase, has been cleared, and much of the land has been used for
crops many years. Crops planted include cotton, corn, hay, small
grain, sorghum, vegetables, and pasture. Cotton yields 400 to 600
pounds of lint an acre; corn, 25 to 40 bushels: oats, 25 to 40 bushels;
lespedeza hay, 1 to 134 tons; soybean hay, 13 to 214 tons; and alfalfa
hay, 214 to 314 tons.  Sweetpotatoes prodice 120 to 180 bushels and
potatoes, 128 to 150 bushels an acre. The carrying capacity of pas-
tures ranges from 60 to 110 cow-acre-days of grazing. .

Where this Tand is not, farmed wilh surrounding areas, less nitro-
gen is applied, and in some instances no fertilizer is nsed. Terracine
1s usually not needed, and drainage is adequate. v

Greqndale silt loam, level phase.—TIn nearly all respects this soil is
much like the undulating phase. It does have less slope, a little higher
percentage of organic matter, and moisture conditions slightly more
favorable to most farm crops. To a large extent, the areas occur
m association with Dickson soils. The soil is well drained, thongh
sometimes water stands on the surface for a short period after heavy

N \ N v
rains. The slopes are from 0 to 2 percent but in nearly all cases are
less than 1 percent. Erosion is not a problem, but the soil is injured
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shed from the adjacent
nt practices are about
e slightly

in some places by deposition of materials wa
soils. The crops grown and the manageme 1 ‘
the same as those for the undulating phase, but yields ar
higher. Corn is the most commonly grown crop.

Greendale cherty silt loam, undulating phase.—Usually much of
the material parent to this soil has been washed or rolled dowil
from surrounding slopes of cherty Dickson and Baxter smlsi t_hougl1
in some places it is from the Bodine and Dellrose. It oceurs in fol-
luvial positions at the base of slopes, much as do other (.‘rrecx‘u a te
soils. Slopes are from 2 to 5 percent but are usually about 3 percen ;
The areas, ordinarily small, are widely dlstxijuted over th?_centra
and northern parts of the county, especially in the more rol m;,,:l sec-
tions where chert is more prevalent. Reaction is strongly acid,

Except for the chert on the surface and in the prolile, there is little
difference between this soil and Greendale silt loam, undulating
phase. The two are planted to much the same crops, and fex'tlll{lzz}_
tion and other management practices do not differ greatly. This
phase produces a somewhat lower yield of most crops, largely becnﬁse
of its chertiness. Tillage is more difficult, and crops suffer somewhat
more from lack of moisture, especially in dry seasons, than they
do on the silt loam. ‘

Guthrie silt loam.—Areas of this soil occur in depressions over
nearly all parts of the uplands. - Usually they ave saucer-shaped,rwm%
little surface outlet for water; some, however, are at the heads o
watercourses, where surface drainage is slow. Farther down st‘lc?
drainageways, where the soil material becomes more strictly alluvia ;
the Melvin soil occurs. The Guthrie soil is formed of residual anc
colluvial materials from both high-grade and cherty limestone. In
the southern part of the county, it is closely associated with phases of
Abernathy and Qoltewah silt loams. It occupies positions similar to
these but 1s more poorly drained. In other parts of the county 1t 15
associated chiefly with the Dickson and Sango soils. Surface an
internal drainage are poor, as the soil reccives considerable seepage
water from surrounding areas. Many of the areas are covered with
water during heavy rains, and thed\vatgr table is usually near the

' in all areas during winter and spring. )
Su}li‘:ﬁgefollowing profile of a forested area %n the 'red lands is charac-
teristic of the soil in all parts of the county. The surface inch is
dark-gray silt loam, stained with organic matter from leaves and
stems. From 1 to 6 inches is mellow light-gray silt loam mottled with
yellowish streaks. Below 6 and continuing to 14 inches is very light-
gray mellow floury silt loam that crushes to fine indistinet granules
when moist. Below 14 inches is ll_eav% clay loam to clay, mottled
gray, brownish yellow, and yellowish brown. This layer is sticky
when wet and becomes hard on drying. The soil is strongly acid

" ut. . . 3
thon;:gzzd management—Only a small part of Guthrie silt loam is
cleared. The timber stands, which are usually thin, include white,
willow, and water oaks; sweetgum ; winged elm; blackgum; and other
hardwoods. Corn, sorghum, hay, and soybeans are the crops grown.
Fertilizer is seldom used, and crop yields are generally low, even if the
land is fertilized. - Poor drainage and low- fertility discourage use of
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this soil for crops. If properly limed, fertilized, drained, and man-
aged, good pastures can be developed as has been shown by work at the
State I'arm on the southeast edge of Athens.

Hollywood silty clay, level phase.—This soil, known as “black
waxy land,” occurs on 0- to 2-percent slopes west of the Elk River,
near Shoals Creelt, and along Sugar Creek. Most of the acreage is
mn the northern part of the county, but a few small areas occur else-
where. The soil is a combination of local alluvial, colluvial, and
residual material closely associated with areas of Limestone rock-
land. It is derived from the same limestone that outcrops in the
rockland and in many places includes materials washed from it.
The soil undoubtedly contains a fairly good quantity of phosphate,
but it is not known just how readily available the phosphate is. Re-
action is weukly acid to neutral in most parts.

Arens of -this phase ave relatively level in most places, and they
extend benchlike from the base of slopes. Surface and internal drain-
age areslow. Cedars occur on a few areas and on the associnted Lime-
stone rockland.  Included with this phase are small aveas of somewhat
poorly drained soils.

In a cultivated field the surface 7 inches is dark grayish-brown silty
clay loam, very sticky when wet, that contains an occasional chert or
lime rock fragment. From 7 to 20 inches it is very dark-gray to black
clay, tough and sticky when wet but bard when dry. +This layer con-
tains some chert and limestone fragments. It grades rather sharply
to the light-gray to gray clay layer below, which is mottled with yellow
and brown and extends from 20 to 26 inches. This becomes very
sticky and plastic when wet but is hard when dry. It contains many
small rock fragments that show a brown color when cut, Below 26
inches the material is mottled gray, yellow, and rust-brown clay. This
is also tough and plastic when wet, and it becomes hard and dense on
drying. A few small rock fragments are present.

Use and management.—Nearly all of Hollywood silty clay, level
phase, has been cleared for many years, but some has been abandoned
for crop use and is now idle or in pasture. Corn, cotton, soybeans,
oats, and pasture crops are grown. Corn produces 25 to 50 bushels
an acre; oats, 20 to 45 bushels; and soybeans, 1 to 214 tons of hay.
Pastures do well in spring but tend to thin out during dry seasons.
Because cotton matures slowly on this soil, it is often injured by frost.
During rainy spells, tillage is difficult, and in extreme cases, it may be
impossible to harvest the crop.

Fall plowing and the use of suitable winter cover crops would be
beneficial, but neither has been practiced to any great extent. Be-
cause of its slow drainage, the soil usually cannot be plowed in winter
or early in spring. Corn sometimes shows a tendency to become
diseased on this soil, but in some instances a more liberal use of potash
fertilizer has partly overcome this. In practice, corn usually receives
little fertilizer ; although the usual quantities are applied under cotton.
There is some difficulty with small grain and hay crops because of
lodging,

Humphreys silt loam, level phase.—This soil occurs in second-bot-
tom positions along some of the larger streams that flow through areas
of Dickson, Baxter, and Bodine soils. In relation to the streams
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and the adjacent first-bottom soils, it has positions similar to the
Etowah. Areas are usually on slopes of less than 2 percent just above
normal overflow and are {looded only by the higher waters. Surface
and internal drainage are both good, but some areas are flooded for
¢ t time.

* s'lll‘lolletsoil is associated with the Huntington, Wolftever, Greendale,
and Lindside soils. Some of the larger and more representative areas
are in the Elk River and Sugar Creek Valleys; smaller ones occur
along Piney and Limestone Creeks. This phase resembles \Volftevelr
soil in a great many respects, the chief difference ‘bgmg ‘the much
more compacted layer in the Wolftever subsoil. This soil is more
yellow and less reddish brown in the subsoil than is the Etowah.
The original cover included elm, willow oak, yellow-poplar, swe'a.et-
gum, hackberry, sycamore, hickory, and cedar, and a dense and varied
growth of underbrush. ) .

In a field cleared and cultivated for many years, the first layer is
grayish-brown weakly granular and friable silt loam that extends
to a depth of 6 inches. The organic content is low in most Elaces.
Trom 6 to 11 inclies is yellowish-brown mellow silt loam that blends
rather gradually to the layers above and below. Worm and root
holes are common. The subsoil, below 11 inches and continuing to
926 inches, is yellowish-brown heavy silt loam to silty clay loam, some-
what fragmentary in structure. It is not difficult to spade when
medium moist. A few pores and some small brown concretions are
present. Light yellowish-brown heavy silt loam to silty clay loam
extends from 26 to 38 inches. It is a Jittle more packed than layers
above and breaks to fragments of various sizes and shapes if spaded
when moderately moist. The fragments are easily crushed, and the
material becomes grayer on drying. The material extending from
38 to 72 inches is gray or grayish-olive slightly compacted silty clay
loam. Some platiness is in this layer. At about 72 inches is a vari-
able mixture of sand, silt, clay, and gravel, which in most places
grades downward to sand and gravel that is usually high in moisture
content, even during dry periods. ]

Use and management—Nearly all of Humphreys sxylt ]021:1, level
phase, is cleared and has been cleared for the past 25 to 75 years.
Corn, cotton, oats, and annual hay are_the crops most frequently
planted. Cotton yields 250 to 600 pounds of lint an acre; corn and
oats, 20 to 40 bushels; soybean hay, 1% to 2% tons; and les_perdcza. hay,
34 to 114 tons. 'There are also some exceptionally good yields of soy-
bean and lespedeza seed.

Management is much the same as for the level phase of Etowah
silt loam, and the fertilizer nsed on the two are about the same in
quality and quantity (4, §, 19, 20). Until recently very little atten-
tion was given to the planting of cover crops, but farmers are rapidly
coming to the belief that vetch and similar winter cover crops are
beneficial to this soil.

Humphreys cherty silt loam, undulating phase.—Except for its
chertiness, greater average slope (2 to 5 percent), and less profile
development, there is little difference between this soil and Humphreys
silt loam, level phase. It occupies low and medium to large stream
terraces in the northern and especially the northwestern part of the

ST




70 SOIL SURVEY SERIES 1941, NO. 5

county. It has formed fr 'ty silty ¢ tum simi

]):lrl"(Bl})t’ to the cherty ((; lljln(z{]:]? ]:})1(‘]1:0 vy silty afluvim similar to that
This soil 1s somewhat less productive than Humphreys silt Joam

becaunse it contains so much chert. Like Greendale cherty silt loam

}t lf more diflicult to cultivate and crops are more readily harmed b};

a%(iﬁt(;f ltllll?;stlil'e in dr__y‘ seasons.  As to use,‘nmnagemeﬁt, and snit-

et ) Lhis a[;ﬁlse is similar to the undulating phase of Greendale

ﬂOIO{(;u;%‘llpgton Slllt loam.—This is a highly productive soil of the
food I"‘ 11]15 on slopes of about 2 percent. It consists of young allu-
vium w Il: 1.(*(1 fzhlfeﬂ_y from the red upland soils formed from lime-
;md s receives fresh sediment when streams overflow periodically
and t s tends to maintain ifs high fertility. Except for oceasional
m010'( ings, drainage is good throughout. During winter the soil re-
fr;) illllst wet much of the time; in summer no difficulty is encountered
o :9 Hflll(:h m(zlfltur?, except when the season is wet, and then there

a infrequent tlooding. The materi: 1 i

r Q. aterial has not been in place lo
. (> AU F 1 1 1 i ‘ . n(r

gl\(n‘\g_h for the development of distinct soil layers and cox?sequentlty’
: ,el.l‘e is xlmt much difference between the surfice and subsoil
men() a (‘_(;pgh of about 11 mches the soil is brown to yellowish-brown
m 1tt(:5;v si l‘) oxlmll), cont:um})g mmany places a good quantity of organie

atter. Dark-brown to faintly yellowish-brow r i ‘

‘ ' ye -brown heavy silt loam ex-
f)etn(g? jll 31113 }]} 1tt(z 19 ‘mches.t ’%‘lns also contains fairly good quantities
¢ ganie matter m most places. Below 19 and continui

Tanic matter 1 S. ] 9« continuing to 32
']]I‘]](:glseiﬂl;etl}nﬂy (y el]](')wllﬂi_b].o““ heavy silt Toam to silty (-1:1; loam
. ayer is just a little lighter in color tl | l .
f ; ahte , han the layers above, an
itifﬁeizonigtst? little harder on drying. From 32 to 43 inches the I;I:ltel
1a118 a little more compact, a little more grayi il ish,

sa le > grayish or slightly yell 1
und faintly mottled. It o 3 ials that, Liffer ox.
: it - It grades to deeper materials that differ
tmglely mggeneml character from place to place fffer ex-
se and management.—Nearly a Trnti i
been clen T dagement.—Ne: y all of Huntington silt loam has
o ooz, Corn i planted every year in many places, and yields
oraot ‘bushels an acre are common with little or no fertilizer
sb on e ‘la}(,l crops, as soybeans, cowpeas, and lespedeza, are grown Soy:
be 1s and cowpeas produce 2 to 3 tons and lespedeza ll/f to 2 tons of
hlfz i(x‘1nm€fxctm‘-' A 1few fields of cotton are planted, but the crop is so
H [ o )ui}}).g t.n}t many bolls fail to open.
tih’; A lu ilizer is used becanse the soil is relutively hieh in fer-
ﬁ]q' yE‘ anc uIl‘\.(ler proper management the fertility is not 5iﬂ‘icu1t to
n: in a;n. ] me is generally not needed, and good yields of corn can
be Rll(l)(\nfﬁ(.w)lhout t])tl‘ luse of fertilizer. Nonetheless, high fertili
atron will mereaso yields considerabl Tho ine onso in yi -
unit-of fertilizer applied m: i 4 or on thissail G e
may possibly be greater on this soi
others of the uplands. e g 1 this soil than most
p();iztliv(v);e%n(cle) iilllltllpmtr]\.———;\l o:lls oflﬂns soil oceur in somewhat depressed
< ns, chiefly in the gray lands section of the county, but t om
extent in the red lands. Fort Pay is ominant yapme
) ands. ayne chert is the predomi ¥
rock. Even the areas in the r el : rained encle
I > areas e red lands lie in poorly drai
depressions where the parent ‘ lerlying Y Coumed gentle
s s : - and underlying rock
opress ) A clk appenrs
Tort Payne chert rather than the high-grade St. Loui l1]' onn of
the associated red soils. Most of the material is r(:;lilclls lme_ston]e of

S« ) _ ateriz uum in place

but areas of the soil have a thin surface of local alluvium Thi[; soil
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is closely associated with the Guthrie and Sango soils and is between
the two in regard to productivity and drainage.

Internal drainage is slow. ‘The native forest was chiefly post, red,
black, white, and Spanish oaks; blackgum; sweetgum ; and maple.
This cover was very likely less Juxuriant than that on adjoining soils
having better moisture relations.

The surface 2 to 3 inches is gray to very light-gray silt lJoam splotched
with dark gray. This is friable and easily spaded when moist. The
following layer is heavy silt loam, very mottled with yellow, orange,
and gray, in which there are some fine chert fragments. At 16 to 22
inches is silty clay loam, very mottled with gray, yellow, and rust
brown, that also contains some chert fragments. This layer is usually
saturated during wet periods and becomes puttylike. It is underlain
by a siltpan of mottled gray, rust-brown, and yellow silty clay loam,
very hard and compact and difficult to spade, even when moist. Gray
pecomes more predominant with depth, Below 42 inches is gray,
yellow and rust-brown mottled cherty silty clay loam, which is sat-
Jrated much of the time. The chert fragments are up to 3 inches
in diameter. The soil is strongly acid.

Use and management.—Lawrence silt loam is best suited to corn, pas-
ture, sorghum, or soybeans. An estimated one-third to one-half of the
land is cleared, but much of the clearing has been done fairly recently.
Where cleared, the soil is planted to corn, hay, soybeans, cotton, and
pasture. Corn yields 13 to 18 bushels an acre; soybean hay, 14 to 14
ton; and cotton, 100 to 250 pounds of lint. Pasture produces 10 to 60
cow-acre-days of grazing.

The soil ;s fertilized in much the same manner as the phases of
Dickson silt loam. The chief management problems are proper drain-
age and addition of organic matter. Winter cover crops are fre-
quently drowned out, and therefore soybeans seem to offer better
promise as a green-manure crop, since they can be grown fairly well
during a drier part of the year and can be planted in the corn without
injury to that crop (3).

Limestone rockland.—Bedroclk, chiefly high-grade limestone, 18
exposed so completely that little vegetation is growing over most of
the surface. In a few small areas the limestone is cherty. The larger
part of this separation is along the Rik River and its tributaries, but
smaller arens oceur southwest of Wall Street and in other parts of
the county. Near the Elk River the onterop is of the Chickamauga
limestone formation. About 134 miles west of the southeastern corner
of the county the formation is of Tuscumbia limestone (7). Theareas
of soil intervening between the outerops and boulders ave generally of
the Mimosa, Maury, or associated series. The slope range is 12 to 60
percent, and usually more than 25 percent.

Except in small patches where some soil accumulation has taken
place, there is only a scrubby growth of brush. The chief timber is
red cedar, but there are some black locust, redbud, hickory, buckeye,
winged elm, and other hardwood trees. This land type cannot be
tilled ; it affords little pasture and is not especially productive of for-
est. Redeedar and black locust grow to a size suitable for fence posts,
and the few small deeper pockets of soil material produce good blue-
grass and clover. pasture. The outcrop areas are possible sources of

limestone for construction.

P
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Lindside silt loam.—Areas occur on the flood plains of the Ten-
nessee and the Elk Rivers and along some of the larger creeks. The
soil is associated with Huntington, Egam, and Melvin soils, and with
the Etowah, Wolftever, and Humphreys, which lies on adjacent stream
terraces. The surface is nearly level, the slope being not in excess of
2 percent.  Internal drain is stow, and most areas are subject to flood-
ing. Excessive moisture restricts field operations and crop suitability,
but the soil is productive of many of the important crops. It 1s
slightly acid to medium acid.

The 7-inch surface layer is grayish-brown mellow silt loam that
crushes to medium to fine granules.” Following is grayish-brown mel-
low silt loam with fine gray lenses. This continues to a depth of 14
inches. From 14 inches downward to 21 is brown, dariz-brown, and
gray mottled silty clay loam, sticky when wet.  Below 21 inches is mel-
low silt loam or silty clay loam, very mottled with light yellow, durk

brown, gray, and brown.” This is grayer at lower depths, may contain '

a variable quantity of grit and small gravel, and is wet most of the time,

Use and management—Most of Lindside silt loam is cleared, and
in spite of imperfect drainage it is productive of corn and lespedeza,
redtop, white clover, and other pasture plants (pl. 8, B). Corn is the
crop usually planted, but some hay is grown and oceasionally cotton,
Corn yields 25 to 40 bushels; soybean hay, 11 to 214 tons; lespedeza
hay, 3; to 11/ tons; and cotton, 200 to 500 pounds of lint an acre.

Little fertilizer is used except under cotton. For that crop, 200 to
400 pounds of 6-8—4 fertilizer is applied at the time of planting.
Proper drainage, eradication of noxious weeds, and the addition of
organic matter are essential to the best use of this soil.

Made land.—This separation represents an avea of 159 acres in a
bend of the Elk River about 5 miles southwest of Elkmont. This area
consists mostly of nearly level first-bottom soils that have been greatly
mutilated by the construction of fish ponds. A great part of the so1l
material is that of Huntington silt foam. which is underlain by grav-
elly and sandy material at a depth of 4 to G feet.

Maury silt loam, eroded undulating phase.—"This soil is similar
to Dewey soils, differing mainly in that it has formed from phos-
phatic limestone.  The areas still need lime and phosphate for legume
crops.  In most parts the soil occupies slopes of 2 to abont 5 percent.
The ageregate area s small and most Iy in the vicinity of Veto.
Drainage is good both on the surface and internally, and mositure
relations are generally favorable for plants,

The 4-inch surface Tayer is grayish-brown mellow silt Toam. To 1
depth of 15 inches helow this is brown mellow silt loam, somewhat
sticky when wet. The subsoil is yellowish-brown friable silt loam from
15 to 40 inches. It contains some fine lenses of sand and a few rock
fragments and is modevately compact below 28 inches. The layer ex-
tending from 40 to 54 inches is yellowish-brown silty clay loam more
friable than the layer above. In'thisare a few rock fragments and thin
sundy lenses. The layer below is slightly mottled brown, yellow, and
gray silty clay loam that extends to a depth of 66 inches and contains
siall pockets and lenses of fine sand. Irom 66 (o 100 inches the matoe-
rial is mottled brown, gray, and light-gray silty clay that is sticky while
wet. Some areas are more nearly a silty clay lowm, and chert is com-
mon in a few places. Bedrockisata depth of 5 to 12 feet.
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Use and management.—Nearly all of the eroded undulating ph:;se
of Maury silt loam was cleared during the early days of th'oi collt“il{s’
and, except for the rest periods usually given the upland soi S : -11-:31
been farmed ever since. Almost all crops common to the g?:l'el. al o 0‘5
are grown. Cotton yields 200 to 600 pounds of lint an aciw. ; cot L:l‘,‘ 2
to 45 bushels; wheat, 10 to 18 bushels; oats, 30 to 50 bushe ; i soy b’i‘lhe
and cowpeas, 1 to 115 tons; and lespedeza, 1 to 114 tox;s (i me).e Lhe
fertilizers used are usually about the same as those app f}e(f on thc fur
soils, though some farmers feel that they get little benefit from the

f phosphate on this soil. L ) ]
Ot’izlli?s 1productive soil is suited to crops requiring tluage.l tIlt e‘le (f)gfz
readily when not protected by a close-growing covc}\ p {l{l(‘ t\Iel Jore
intertilled crops should not be grown in succession. A 2(1e1211 el )y ong
rotations consisting chiefly of legume hay crops, us ]1.@(' t;c ov ;;w.u]d
alfalfa, and fall-sown small grains should be used. Cultiva 13{1 shoy
be along the contour. Terracing is practical under some conditions.

Maury silt loam, eroded rolling phase.—A greater slope (5 _t(zl 13
percent) is the chief difference between this soil and th‘e ellot'e
undulating phase with which it is a.ssocluted.f Othe}i dllfIIElS(laln‘lt]l]Iz) ‘1'1:3%

aracteristics are the generally thinner surface soil m 1
fll;;)ltillct?) bedrock. Thi§ phase 1s also a little heavier m tl:qlsurlface
layer and gullies are a little more common 1n some pm‘.ts. 1 :10 s ;)pe
is fairly 1‘e°gular, and drainage is good both on the surface and in ert-;
nally.- Though this phase is more sub]ectlto (frOSlg),llthe mm}aﬁgl(lleltlo

sual 1 ils differs little. Both are pla
usually practiced on the two soils di e Doth are Dl e

tton, corn, hay, and pasture crops, but yields are a litt !
:ﬁis pl,mse. ,Bogl’ soils need organic matter and a system of lminng-;ed
ment that will better control erosion. All this phase has been cleare
and cultivated for 40 to 100 years.

Maury silt loam, eroded hilly phase.—The small {&gnl acr(jar,(;z %{
this soil occurs in association with other Maury and imosa 1so(i ; In
the vicinity of Veto.l It dlrffel.'s from] Maué'_fv ig‘l)]tt(zoggl’p:]l‘((')e(lft -

ating phase, chiefly in having a slope of 12 v reent,
c(}el».llllg'gibipshcle])’t}x to bedrock is much less. Surface runofl is iatl(}lll{
?apid. "Most areas have been cleared and are to ston}en exited
eroded. - Chiefly because of its strong slope, this soil 1s 1ot W e1 -Sl(l)rdli-
to cultivation. ~Much of it does not support good Q:lst,lmle 1_1tn( f; ordi-
nary management, but if properly fertilized :m(\l .soie(' ed, it prod
good pasture of bluegrass and white clover or lespedeza.

Maury clay loam, severely eroded rolling phz_lse.——Thetsyma)ll_ :‘,r!,r-
oreaate aren of this soil is in the nn‘l'thm'n part of the NT(H]" .‘f.]\vin )]c)-’
soutlnwest of Veto, south of Easter Ferry Bridge, and ll(l)l i\i) ‘ "and
wood School. It is associated with other phases of the "ui!.y(; d
Miniosa soils. From Maury silt loam, eroded undulntutlg‘p}as y 1t
differs chiefly in having a slope range of 5 to 12 percen ‘,11_11 1mzini
Tost most of its original surface soil as a result of Q]'O:Sl(m’l:ll“(*'n;l Emwﬁ
a notably less depth to bedrock. The plow l,a‘yer is ye '())\-\ 11s - row!
silt Joam or silty clay loam subsoil material. 1 hough severely er ded.
gullying is less noticeable on this phase than it is on some o
sever oded soils. .
Se‘UL;zlizg malnaqement.—Maury clay loam, severely eroded_ rolling
phase, is not well suited to crops requiring tillage unless they are grown
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under careful management including the use of long rotations in which
close-growing crops predominate. It is well suited to pasture, how-
ever, and where pasture plants are well established, it furnishes grazing
of good quality. Chietly because of its eroded condition, the cost of
establishing good pasture may become expensive.

Maury clay loam, severely eroded hilly phase.—This soil occurs
in close association with the eroded hilly phase of Maury silt loam and
differs mainly in having lost almost all of its original surface soil by
erosion. The slope range is 12 to 30 percent. The surface 20 to 25
inches is yellowisli-brown firm but friable silt loam or silty clay loam.
Below this is lighter colored more frinble silt loam. Bedrocic phos-
phatic limestone is at a depth of 25 to 50 inches. Drainage is good
throughout, and surface runoff is rapid.

Use and management.—All the areas of Maury clay loam, severely
eroded hilly phase, have been cleared and planted to crops for many
years, and management much of the time has been careless, The
eroded condition and strong slope are the main factors making this
soil unsuitable for crops requiring tillage. Pasture is generally
lespedeza that lasts only a short time in spring and summer. It
probably would be difficult (o establish good grass pastures at a reason-
ablecost. Sericea lespedeza is possibly one of the best nses. Rodcedar
and other hardwood trees do well, and where pasture is not urgently
needed, the land might be most feasibly used for such forest.

Melvin silt loam.—This poorly drained soil is on less than 2-percent
slopes in the first bottoms. Tt is very similar to Guthrie silt loam.
Some material is washed from land underlain by Fort Payne clert.
The difference in material causes varviations in the reaction and pro-
ductivity.  In areas where the material is washed from high-grade
limestone, the soil may be medinm acid; where the material is largely
from chert, it may be st rongly acid,  The soil is associnted with the
Huntington, Egam, Lindside, and Ennis soils. - In some of the bottoms
where it occupies old streani channels, the Huntington and Lindside
soils are on the adjoining higher steips.  Where these strips are too
small to be shown separately on a map, they have been included,

This is an extensive soil, but little of it has been cleared., The nat-
ural forest includes hickory, sweetgum, beech, wild cherry, persimmon,
water and chestnut oaks, sycamore, and hornbeam (iromwood). Some
areas are too wet for many of these trees sinee the land is under water
through the wet season and the water table is very near the surface
for long periods.

Where the soil has not been plowed the 4-inch surface layer is
grayish- or yellowish-brown silt loam with a small quantity of leaf-
mold on top.  From 4 to 9 inches is mottled gray, brown, and yellow
silt loam to silty elay loam that breaks easily to small fragments.
Below 9 inches is an abrupt transition to light-gray mottled . with
yellow and rust brown firm silt loam. TFrom 94 to 36 inches Is very
mottled gray, yellow, and rust-brown silty clay. Below 36 inches is a
medium to strongly acid gravelly cementlike layer that is difficult

to penetrate.

Use and management.—\When properly drained, some avreas of Mel-
vin silt loam may be used for pasture, sorghum, soybeans, lespedeza,
or corn. The cost of drainage and the possibility of losing crops from
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i 1 g hazardous in most
"0Wnl akes the production of tilled crops rde ;
di'(l)c‘zrsunf{;a’slgres, on thIia other hand, may be only tgml?m ax 113{ (ls;n{) 11%1812
E‘ floods, and less complete artificial drainage 1s 1eq_mi e(e o bring
tg’em close to maximum productivity. Corn m%y‘ pllO‘( l'lcs/ Bty
bushels an acre; lespedeza hay, ¥ to % ton ;fs{(gf‘1 Iel;‘l:r 1&131,) 3 ;iding 7
; asture, 40 to 130 cow-acre-days of grazing, depPeic
tdoerzi"eg I(])(f1 « gfi;iag’e. The use of lime, phosphate, and potash is often
very beneficial in developing pastures. . . .
l\;[' herty silty clay loam, eroded rolling phase.—The nt}(tl
aking ! -om high-grade limestone of the

l']{ll ]lli]l\ll g ll]) tlllS S()l] 18 leSldlml fl

Y H ay 1 at t]lls l()Ck 1S llsudlly
I\l‘l V i “(3 "Q()l o] ormation ndaic tions are tha

aysvl g Ob c f tion. I d a d

fairly high in phosphate, thoulgh [zreli{nizar_\'rr }tzs;ii lmocli}clzl\lt)(iaesstir;::
ariation i 3 o place. \
variation in the content from place ) S U nd is
i i he high-grade limestone outcrop:
ridges I valleys o e K ty, chiefly in the valleys of
) he northern part of the county, \ C
ff?;'fé;egtﬁ:mtr:se The soi]g are medium acid throughout but less acid
arg ams.
] » parts. e
11112113111'(]);‘, Q?tlllptlhe land is cleared and has been farmed fo,1 ‘s)e\ err;leg’(isllrxl‘i
The £otn1‘ﬂrea is not large, mOStT(ii it bemgnn;]z:)xl') ;};2 r)1 f(,g]i(‘)spercentf
sides of the Elk River. The range in ¢ s ‘ :
%fxl)(z)tx]‘li:i:ml cover included lrxll‘fkor_ , };\'lntct: anldwp‘(;sihoi:lllki,n lde(ilnceszg;:'e,
| e y timber stand we g
nd a few hackberry trees. ‘lhe ‘ was ¢
;]aces consisted almost whol]yl of ;‘e’(‘)l (:(’di\l smg}(\l(}n;)l}{}()l} z.]itrht-brown or
leared fields to a depth of 5 mche > St i3 vn or
ch(I)?olcaie-lbrown mellow silty 13:111 losﬁn cOl’;lt!{)llr‘l(:‘l:'{l:l m{(‘eillz\\chs“‘ttyhc ?fy
s up to 5 inches thick. Dark yellowish-brow w silt;
111(])?1’11]12S 3120 (Lontaining many chert fragments, ext(ix\(ls ]fl or]r:“omt(zh}l%
inches. This grades to yellowish-brown cherty silty ¢ nytﬂ ¢1 } fhat
continues to abdepth of 18 inches. Below 18 inches 1slmo ]eért 1% -
brown Slellow, and gray tough silty clay. Some\'vhat. esls]<1: \ s o
this ]a,ver- the lower part is less yellow and exceptionally p .
o) ? .
is at a depth of 80 to 60 inches. -
Be(Ults:gcifff:(gl mrmalg)ement.—Cottonj corn, and pasture ﬂl.(‘.lill.n\‘(:ng,{l g}:
cropts pi"mtod on Mimosa cherty sxlt}y]c]ay loam, erf::}oldgoi nmﬁ’)pt(; .
on yi int an acre, and corn,
Cotton yields 200 to 400 pounds of lin : L corm, 15 to 40
d y 60 cow-acre-days of grazing. 11
bushels. Pastures produce 20 to zing. The
ili i that common to Dewey
't treatment is much the. same as ti ! o 1 ¢
fsillstllhsz(?ﬁs, but some farmers belle\_’le that yields from the use of phos
ate are not so good as on other soils. ] ]
ph"Il‘tl?isl lseo]ill( is suited to crops requiring tllll)-ilge, ll))ut' ]clnefzul])olcnatﬂls:g(;f
i li vfac ’ ly permeable subsoil, care anage-
its rolling surface and very slowly perm > subsoll, careful manage
it is required to maintain productivity. Long rotations < 1ld be
i::é?lt -‘1:1:1( ;]illllnfre should be with the contour. The u(m'l}“n']l()‘f~0'lt{-‘i.ls“tl:;
n;:{tt’e(l- 18 jllSttE’lS important to the productivity of l]ll.b stql il; ri o
the other soils commonly cropped. Hayt_clliops arei(])i?ily): :C 1}:‘?1)inn an(yi
F t, To ¥ age, mowing, reaping,
areas because of chert. To improve tillage, me g, reaping, and
¢ i larger chert fragments would. he
certain other field operations, the la m rould have
-eas this would be a large task.
to be removed. On most areas o al sl Whero
ility is w ail ¢ hite clover and bluegrass s
e fertility is well maintained and whi : ;
f\l'leeil established, permanent pasture of good quality can be expected.

i i .—A stronger
i herty silty clay loam, erqded hilly phase.—4 g
Sl(}\}/)l;nz({;atg 36(!)rp};rcen}t’) is the chief difference between this soil and
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the eroded rolling phase. 1t is associated with the other Mimosa soils
and its aggregate avea is small. Included arve o few areas of Colbert
silty clay loam, eroded phase, which is tough plastic elay, shallow in
depth to limestone bedroclk.

Use and management.—Practically all of the eroded hilly phase
of Mimosa cherty silty clay loam has been cleared and farmed for
some time, but owing to its steep slope and slowly permeable subsoil,
erosion is too active to permit continued tillage. Because of erodibility
and the large quantity of chert, it is not advisable to grow hay crops.
Checking erosion, removal of larger chert fragments, and restoration
of organic matter are all needed, even if the land is to be put in pasture.

Mimosa cherty silty clay loam, severely eroded hilly phase.—Al-
most all the surface soil has been croded from this phase. This loss
and the stronger slopes (12 to 30 percent) ave the main differences
between this and the eroded volling phase. The 4- to 5-inch surface
Jayer is dark yellowish-brown mellow silty clay loam containing many
chert fragments,  Below this is light-brown, yellow, and gray mottled
tough silty clay. Where erosion has been especially severe, this mate-
rial is at the surface. Bedrock limestone is at 18 to 50 inches. Runoff
is very high, and internal dvainage is slow.

Use_and management.—The forest cover was the same as for the
other Mimosa soils, but nearly all of the severely eroded hilly phase of
Mimosa cherty silty clay loam has been cleared and farmed for a time.
Practically all of it isnow idle or in native pasture. Generally the pas-
ture sod is poor, with some bluegrass on the less eroded spots. This
s0il Is not suited to tillage, but if badly needed for pasture, some areas
might be fertilized and seeded and eventually fair to good grazing
could be expected. Under average conditions most of the land is best
used for forest.

Mimosa cherty silt loam, hilly phase.—This inextensive phase rep-
resents uneroded forested areas of the Mimosa soils on slopes of 12
to 30 percent. Nearly all of it is along the northern border of the
county, in the vicinity of Veto and westward. It is associated with
other Mimosa soils but is somewhat more cherty. The chertiness
probably accounts for its not being clearved. Practically all of it is
under hardwood forest. lixeept for the higher content of organic
matter in the surface layer and the shallower depth to bedrock, the
profile is similar to that of Mimosa cherty silty clay loam, evoded
rolling phase. This hilly phase is not suited to crops requiring tillage
but should produce fair to good permanent pasture if it is properly
seeded.

Ooltewah silt loam.——Areas of this soil oceupy cireufar depressions
similur to those of the Abernathy soils. The slope is very gentle
to nearly level (0 to 2 pevcent). Surface and internal drainage are
both slow.  Ponding follows heavy summer rains and is occasionally
a hazard to crops.  The soil ocenrs in association with Decatur, Dewey,
and Cumberland soils mostly in the red lands section, but a few areas
have been mapped in association with Maury soils. The material
making it up 1s derived mostly from soils underlain by fairly high-
grade limestone. Reaction is strongly to medium acid throughout;
in some places it becomes more acid with depth. The original forest
cover included oaks, gums, hackberry, sycamore, and similar
hardwoods.
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In cleared areas the 10- to 14-inch surface layer is reddish-brown
or brown mellow silt loam. The organic content 1s moderately ]nl]’"hci
Below this is light-gray or gray silty clay loam or silty clay mgtt e.t
with yellow and brown. This is easily spaded when moist, 1ut tl
becomes sticky when wet. Below 24 inches the material grac esdl,o
more compact mottled silty clay, and at 36 inches it becomes Flec1(1f¢ gr
gray very sticky clay. The depth to bedrock is usually sev eral gle .

A few small areas of this soil in the vicinity of Veto have a si t}f'
clay texture throughout the profile. These consist, at least in part, 0
Mimosa soil material. Certain other areas are being injured by an
overwash of subsoil material thatl comes from the surrounding higher

i ils when they are under cultivation, . .
lylg%eso;;sd manageXnent.——Prnctically all of Ooltewah silt loam 1is
cleared. Corn is the crop most often planted, but cotton and hay are
not uncommon. Winter grain crops tend to be killed out by hezu;mg
during winter and early in spring, and they commonly lodge be ore
they are ready for harvest. Corn yields 25 to 45 bushels an acre i
cotton, 250 to 500 pounds of lint; soybean hay, 13 to 234 gonsl,gz(;l}c
lespedeza hay, 34 to 114 tons. Pastures do well also, producmg ﬁ
150 cow-acre-days of grazing, and even more where they are we

zed. . .
felﬁliltltleedfertilizer is used except when the land is planted to c‘o.figon.
Under cotton some farmers use 200 to 300 pounds of (-84 ‘f‘eltl 1ze(11'
an acre. Some use a reduced quantity of nltrogen't‘mth fm.llx g.o‘cl)
results Lecanse the soil is high in organic content. The soil is fertile,
easily worked and conserved, and suitable for intensive 1ll§e. l'Im'E
paired internal drainage and susceptibility to temporary flooding lmld .
the kinds of crops that can be grown. The moisture condition an ‘
high fertility favor permanent pasture.

Robertsville silt loam.—The nearly level areas of this soil occur on
less than 2-percent slopes on stream terraces where nearly all the ma-
terial has been washed from soil underlain by high-grade limestone.
Drainage is poor both on the surface and internally. During rainy
seasons many areas are covered with water, and for long periods in
winter and spring the water table is near the surface. Drainage out-
Jets are difficult to obtain in many parts. This soil is associated with
the Cumberland, Etowah, Taft, and Ennis soils and, to some extent,
with the Wolftever and Humphre%/s. .

The surface 12 inches is gray silt loam mottled with yellow and rust
brown. Some chert fragments are present. From 12 to 20 inches
is mottled gray, yellow, and brown silty clay loam containing some
chert fragments, though fewer than the layer above. Below 20 inches
is very mottled brown, yellow, and gray §1ltﬁ' cluy, which contains some
gritty material and grades at about 26 inches to gray lightly mottled
with yellow and brown silty clay in which there is some gritty ma-
terial and chert. This very hard and cementlike layer is difficult to dig,
and the thickness varies considerably. The soil is strongly acid in
all parts. A few areas have a 6- to 12-inch surface soil of fine sandy

am instead of silt loam. o .
lm[l/r.!sc:l(lnfd gmnagemenf.——The forest on Robertsville silt loam includes
sweetgum, maple, wild cherry, post oak, and other hardwoods, A
small part of the soil is cleared. Where it is cleared and ade-
quately drained, fair crops of corn, sorghum, hay, and soybeans can
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be produced in all but the wetter years. Considering the high
cost of drainage, suflicient drainage should be installed to assure
i'.u%)ld removal of surface water and then permanent pasture estab-
ished. Some exceptionally good grazing has been obtained on areas

where drainage is adequate and the soil has been properly prepared, - L

fertilized, and seeded.

Rough gullied land (Decatur, Dewey, and Cumberland soil
ma'erials).—This land type represents areas of soil so mutilated by
erosion that reclamation for crops or pasture is difficnlt. Most of it 1s
in.areas of the red soils, only a small acreage being with the Dickson
Baxter, and associated soils of the gray lands. Deep gullies, in some
places cutting to bedrock, are common. The slope range is 5 to 60
percent.  Runoff is high and extremely erosive on any area loosened
by plowing or like cultivation.

The areas of the land type are generally inextensive and occupy small
rather steep spots widely scattered over the county. Possibly there
are more areas in the southern part and along the slopes of the Elk
Iuv_er than elsewhere. Generally areas are found on the steeper slopes
of fields otherwise fairly gentle in relief. They have been cultivated
in the same manner as the swrrounding land and owing to the steepness
of slopes have eroded severely. Included are a few small aveas of ver
severely eroded Baxter and Dickson soils. y
. Tq'onll'e ta‘rxlr.]?rls have fOf]nd it advantageons to plant this land type
o kudzn, sericen lespedeza, black locust, or some other rapidly growin
plant that will check erosion as quickly and clieaply as possible \Vhexg;
a heavy growth has boen established, erosion will be almost completel
checked, regardless of its severity. ey

. Sango silt loam.—Broad flat areas within the gray lands section are
occupied by this extensive soil. Most of the acreage is in a belt ex-
tending southwest from Ardmore toward Carey and west of Atheng
I‘t 15 clg)se]y associated with the Dickson soils and is derived ]ar«ve]y'
from FFort Payne chert, weathered in place. There is considerable
resemblance between this soil and Dickson silt loam, level phase, but
this soil has slower internal drainage and a siltpan a little closer to the
surfuce. Both in drainage and depth to the siltpan, it represents a
gradation from Dickson silt loam, level phase, to Lawrence silt loam
After several years of cultivation the surface layer appears more defui
and bleached than does that of the Dickson. It grades gradually il;to
the Dickson soil on the better drained side and ‘into the Lawrence or
Guthrie on the more poorly drained side. Because of the nearly level
to gently sloping relief (less than 2 percent), runoff is slow and internal
drainage is impeded by the Tayer of stltpan and the lack of fall suffi-
cient to carry away the water.

In forested conditions the land is covered with a thin growth of
post, red, and white oaks; hickory; sweetgum ; blackgum oﬁler hard-
wood trees; and brush.  The trees are usually not lurc:e. l&n estimated
60 to 75 percent of the soil has been cleared, most of it within the past
a5 lt(l) 40 years.

The surface 3 inches in unplowed areas is licht-gray si i
some chert fragments and brown coneretions. l‘ﬁisq{aifl;f' ]i(;n?x]'i):ggl
and it breaks toa crumblike structure. The gradation to the next llayex3
Is gradual. Below 3 and continuing to 15 inches is yellowish-gray
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friable silty clay loam, slightly sticky when wet. Ata depth of about
15 inches this grades with moderate abruptness to mottled yellow,
orange, and gray moderately brittle silty clay, that contains some
cherty fragments and concretions. The siltpan, consisting of very
mottled gray, yellow, and light-brown compact brittle silt loam or
silty clay loam, lies at a depth of about 20 inches. It contains many
brown or reddish-brown concretions. The compactness or hardness
diminishes below a depth of about 33 inches, and the gray is less pre-
dominant over the yellow. Below 47 inches is mottled yellow, gray,
and rust-brown cherty silty clay. The soil is strongly acid throughout.

Use and management.—Drainage on Sango silt loam is usnally suffi-
cient for planting and cultivating crops late in spring, as corn, grain
sorghum, sorghum, or soybeans. The soil is exceptionally wet in wet
seasons. Corn, soybeans, cotton, hay, and pasture are the erops most
frequently planted. Corn yields 8 to 22 bushels an acre; cotton, 100
to 300 pounds of lint; soybean hay, 1% to 114 tons; lespedeza hay, 14
to 84 ton; and pasture, 20 to 70 cow-acre-days of grazing.

The soil is very deficient in Jime, phosphate, and potash, and it is
fertilized like the surrounding Dickson soils. To continue production
of fair crops, it is important that wintev cover crops be pianted just
as often as possible, even though some of these will fail because of lack
of geod drainage. Owing to the strongly acid condition, liberal lime
applications will aid in the growth of legume crops. Proper drainage
and increased fertility are among the chief objectives in good
management.

Taft silt loam.—This soil occupies moderately low terraces near
Jarger streams, as Swan, Piney, and Limestone Creeks. It is asso-
ciated with Etowah, Wolftever, Humphreys, Ennis, and Robertsville
soils. The material making it up has been washed from soils under-
Tain chiefly by limestone and cherty limestone. The relief is nearly
level to very gently undulating, the gradient being less than 2 per-
cent. Surface and internal drainage are both slow. The soil is
strongly acid to very strongly acid.

In plowed areas the first 5 inches is light brownish-gray silt loam
that spades out as fragments readily crushed to medium granules.
There are some small chert fragments. The layer from 5 to 17 inches
is pale-yellow or grayish-yellow silt loam to silty clay loam containing
some chert fragments. Below this the material is mottled gray, rust-
brown, and yellow firm or moderately compact silty clay loam to clay
Joam in which there are some chert fragments and a few soft concre-
tions. The material breaks into fragments. The change to the layer
below is rather gradual. Below 26 inches and continuing to 42 inches is
gray mottled with rust-brown and yellow silty clay loam or silty clay,
a little grayer and less yellow than the layer above. This layer 18
brittle and somewhat laminated, and it breaks to fragments showing
signs of cementation that suggest a semihardpan. From 42 to 52 inches
is very mottled yellowish-gray and-rust-brown clay. Pockets of
heavier material are common, and there are often a few chert
fragments.

Use and management.~—The original forest cover of Taft silt loam
included hickory; sweetgum ; red, post, and water onks; and loblolly
pine. From 60 to 80 percent of the soil is now cleared and planted to
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crops each year. Much of it has been cleared fairly recently. Ero-
sion is not a management problem, but proper drainage and incorpora-
tion of organic matter are of major importance. Crops grown include
principally corn, oats, hay, and pasture. Tasture is one of the best
uses. When seeded early and properly fertilized (pl. 8, 0), good
winter cover crops of vetch are obtained by some farmers. Corn
produces 5 to 20 bushels an acre; oats, 5 to 25 bushels; soybean hay,
2,/'3 to 11/ tons; nnd‘]espe('leza hay, ¥ to 34 ton. Pasture yields 20 to
(0 cow-acre-days of grazing.

Wolftever silt loam.—This soil is associated with and similar to
Huntington soils. Though its position is a little higher than that of
the first bottoms, most areas are inundated occasionally by the highest
floods. Surface drainage is good; internal drainage is moderately
slow. The material making up the soil has been washed from soils
underlain chiefly by Fort Payne chert and high-grade limestone.
Some material from other rock, as sandstone, is intermixed. A few
small aveas of silty clay loam have been included because of their small
extent.

In cultivated fields the first 7 inches is light yellowish-brown mellow
silt loam having a crumb structure. A few chert fragments oceur in
places. The layer extending from 7 to 16 inches is yellowish-brown
firm silt loam. At 16 inches this grades to pale-brown or light yel-
lowish-brown silty clay loam, fragmentary in structure, that contains
many dark coneretions and a few small ehert fragments. From 28 to
38 inches, the subsoil is pale brown or light yellowish-brown streaked
with gray very tight or compact silty clay loam. Tt is very hard when
dry, and the compactness of this layer is the chief characteristic dis-
tinguishing this soil from the Humphreys. The mottled yellowish-
brown, eray, and dark-brown tight or compact silty clay loam follow-
ing becomes grayer with depth.

Use and management—Practically all of Wolftever silt loam has
been cleared for many years. The present use, yields, and manage-
ment requirements are similar to those of Humphreys silt loam, level
phase. The Wolftever soil has somewhat impaired internal drainage,
and 1t is more droughty because of its compact subsoil.

SOIL ASSOCIATIONS

T'wo, three, or more soils are likely to occur in geographic association
with one another. Usually a different set of soils is associated in one
part of the county, as in the red lands, than in another. Study of the
detailed soil map (cover page 3) makes it possible to recognize the dif-
ferent soil associations.  Tor exaple, by observing the location of the
soils in the county as indicated on the detailed soil map, it becomes ob-
vious that the Dickson, Cookeville, and Baxter soils, with some others
less important, are generally located near one another, and thus form
2 soil association. By placing these and other geographically associ-
ated soils in groups, it is possible to prepare a generalized map show-
ing the areas dominated by cach association. Such a map is an inset
on the detailed soil map.

Thesoils of each association generally manifest a characteristic pat-
tern of distribution that can be determined by study of the detailed
map. Forexample, the distribution of the soils in the Dickson-Cooke-
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ille- sociation can be determined in this manner. Moreover,
;fl lxlr(:agg ﬁzrxﬁide to show the distribution of specified soil charilcterls-
tics in an association, as slope, drainage, or suitability for use, tlle‘n&z}p
delineating each characteristic will tend to show a pattern rat 1e.1t 15%
tinctive of a particular association. To illustrate, the ms-t]{))]rl y of
farms in any one soil association will usually have similar pro emst(l)
goil use and management. The problems will of course not be ex;c y
the same on all farms. Farm boundaries may be such that one arm
will contain more of one soil than its neighbor, and less of zmot-he_l.
Nevertheless, nearly all farms in one association area will have cer tain
soil problems in common. The soil problems of farmers m that area
are apt to be different from those of farmers in another ilSB()(‘l:}.thI_L‘ .

In this county, 11 soil associations are named after the p1.11)c_1]Ii‘1
soil serics in them. They are as follows: (1) 1\Ielvm-Rnbmltsv1 4e-
Taft, (2) Cumberland-Etowah-Decatur, (3) Decatur-Abernat 1);,) ( k)
Decatur-Dewey-Cookeville, (5) Dickson-Coolkeville-Baxter, (6) \Vlclf-
son-Sango-Lawrence, (7) Ennis-Taft-Melvin, (8) I*Iunh'ng‘ton.- ) olf-
tever-Humphreys-Lindside, (9) Maury-Mimosa, (10) Baxter-Dickson-
Bodine, and (11) Cookeville-Baxter.

MELVIN-ROBERTSVILLE-TAFT ASSOCIATION

The Melvin-Robertsville-Taft association consists predominantly of
poorly and imperfectly drained soils on low stream terraces and bot‘t-om
lands. These nearly i"e\'ol to very gently sloping arveas lie as n‘nnol\)v
bands or strips along the larger creeks, and much of the acrenge is su] -
ject to overflow. The association oceurs in the southeastern part of t h\e
county and is adjacent to extensive areas of the Decatur-Al)elrnat y
association. Practically all Ofllt 1s 1r_1ct1;u(11ed‘lm farms that partly con-

1 atur, Abernathy, and associated sotls. ] o
S]SfthlfnRgeec;)nrt: espocin]lyy(;f the Melvin and Robertsville soils, is undler
hardwood forest. The cleared part, including practically all of the
Taft and less extensive parts of the Melvin and Robertsville soils, is
used chiefly for annual legume hay and pasture, with some corn and

on the Taft. ) . )
COFIt‘?lz suitability of this association is restricted by its poor drainage.
Being limited chiefly to pasture and annual hay, it can be used to bes;
advantage as parts of the farms on which there is sufficient acreage o
soils well suited to row crops and the other more exacting crops reqm}; -
ing tillage. The productivity and suitability of many areas can be
greatly increased by artificial drainage where feasible.

CUMBERLAND-ETOWAHN-DECATUR ASSOCIATION

T umberland-Iitowah-Deeatur association occupies moderately
br(}al:ﬁ Sndulating to rolling, well-drained areas adjacent to Wheeler
Reservoir. The soils are predominantly reddish and fertile with firm
but moderately permeable subsoils that are deep to bedrock. Tlll):l\t
part of the acreage on the stronger slopes has been eroded to a nota' e
degree, much of it having lost all of its surface soil. Gentle dpples-
sions or sinks occupied by Abernathy soils are widely dlstnbpteg
throughout the areas. Small areas of imperfectly and poorly draine
soils of the Melvin-Robertsville-Taft series are along the larger drains

and creeks.
849450—53—8
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Practically all this association has been cleared of its original
forest, and n some sections practically all of it is used for either
crops—chiefly cotton, corn, and hay—or pasture. In the area in the
southeastern corner of the county, south of Wall Street, there is a
notable acreage that has been abandoned chiefly because of its depleted
fertility and eroded condition.

In general, the management level is not so high as on some other
associations, as depletion of fertility and evosion appear to be more
active. Many of the farms in this association are operated under
absentee ownership. A great part of the acreage is capable of re-
sponding well to good management, the chief requirements of which
are increased fertility, improved tilth, and the use of more close-
growing crops in rotation, as winter legumes, cover crops, small grains,
and hay crops.  Under proper management a great part of the acreage
is capable of producing high yields of a wide variety of crops, in-
cluding cotton, corn, small grains, and the more desirag]e grasses and
legumes for hay and pasture.

DECATUR-ABERNATHY ASSOCIATION

A relatively large area of the southeastern part of the county is
occupied by the Decatur-Abernathy association. It is one of the mnost
desirable sections for farming, as'a great part of the acreage is pro-
ductive and fairly easily worked and conserved. A large part of it
consists of nearly level to gently undulating red well-drained fertile
soils. The nearly level parts include a considerable acreage of slight
depressions occupied by the Abernathy soils.

Practieally all of this association is cleared and used rather inten-
sively for crops, chief of which is cotton. Corn and hay crops are
common but of notably less importance. A great part of the cotton
is produced on the Decatur soils, whereas most of the corn is arown
on the Abernathy soils. Winter legumes, chiefly vetch, are widely
used. Some alfalfa is grown and there is a small acreage of aats and
wheat, some of which is generally followed by lespedeza. A great
part of the land is held in fairly Jarge units by absentee owners,
Although cotton farming predominates, beef and duiry farming ave of
some importance and are increasing.

This association is suited to a wide variety of crops and where well
managed is capable of intensive use. High yields of cotton, corn,
small grains, and more desirable grasses and legumes for hay and pas-
ture can be expected, where good management is practiced.

DECATUR-DEWEY-COOKEVILLE ASSOCIATION

The Decatur-Dewey-Cookeville association lies as an irregular belt
across the county from east to west in the vicinity of and a little
south of Athens.  Other areas are farther north, the largest of which
i in the vicinity of Elkmont. This association consists of an intri-
cate pattern of Decatur, Dewey, and Cookeville soils, with Dickson,
Abernathy, Greendale, and Guthrie soils intermixed. The surface
Is predominately undulating to gently rolling and much of the acreage
is at least moderately fertile and wellydrained.

With the exception of some of the poorly drained acreage, practi-
cally all of this association has been cleared and is now used for a wide
variety of crops or pasture. Cotton is the main crop, but corn, hay,
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; -ains, and pasture are important. More of the farm‘s are
31\2?11311‘ golrleraied tthL)n in the Decatur-Abernathy and Cunq})ellsg}l%:
Etowah-Decatur association. In general, the farms are smalier, tr4 g
tors are less common, and horses and mules are more coménon ét::l d
accordingly lighlter farming equipment is used. From 5 to 8 per

e.
Of’;‘}ﬁilgggéfvlﬁt more irregular surface than that of thebDec;l\_ttIH;
Abernathy association causes management requirements to fe a ‘]u >
more exact and apparently has favored the ¢ evglopment_o] 51]11.1 er
farms. The natural fertility of some of the soils is a lxt:1 e “oweﬁ,
but a very great part of the acreage 1s capable (.)f‘ responding we
to good management, especially to adequate fertilization.

DICKSON-COOKEVILLE-BAXTER ASSOCIATION

. . . ] d
ickson-Cookeville-Baxter association occurs in several broa
bo’(ﬁtg El the central part of the county, with more u'r-errulag' f\]‘(;i]ls
distributed in the nortﬁwestern corner. The areas are pre ominan 1y
undulating, although some have a rolling relief or else nreiﬂn?;w);
level along the drains and gentle sinks in the uplands. q 0? t]o
the nearly level areas consist of poorly drained soils ('hl? y of the
Guthrie and Melvin series. The greater part of the ]andscup;a_ xls oc-
cupied by the undulating Dickson and Cookeville soils, tl_me_I te _(tsoré
usually predominating. Drainage conditions on this major pa (])
the landscape are generally adequate for most of the crops pommogl y
grown, although internal drainage of the Dickson soils ll: notab] Iy
restricted by the hardpan. Natural fertility of the ch_stlmbsqn :
is moderately low and that of the Cookeville is moderately high, el};b
somewhat less, however, than that of the Decatur and Dewt?y_s‘(? S.
The general Jay of the land of this association is somewhat more irreg-
ular or broken than is that of the Decatur-Abernathy and the De.(atur-
Dewey-Cookeville associa]ti_ogs. }?mtall areas, especially on the stronger
b me stone, chiefly chert, L
Sloﬁez,r]é;: (;)sa(;'t gf the ’ucreag); is cleared and about 5 percent is idle
land. A subsistence type of agriculture predominates, with co:'ll},
cotton, small grains, and hay the chief crops. Some farmers, in addi-
tion to their cotton crops, sefl a few hogs and beef eattle. )
Although this association is well suited to general farming com-
mon to the county, the low fertility and hardpan conditions of the ex-
tensive Dickson soils cause the general productivity of the association
to be lower and the range of suitability to crops somewhat more re-
stricted. Ifahigh level of productivity is maintained, relatively heavy
fertilization and a high level of management are required.

DICKSON-SANGO-LAWRENCE ASSOCIATION

The Dickson-Sango-Lawrence association lies almost entirely in
one very large body extending across the central part of the ccunty
from northeast to southwest. It has a nearly level to very gently un-
dulating surface and a great part is occupied by grayish imperfectly
drained soils that have a siltpan. The soils, in general, are low in
{elzllh)t& 70 to 80 percent of this association is cleared and used mostly
for crops and pasture. Cotton, corn, small grains, and hay are thg
chief crops. The uncleared acreage is largely on the poorly draine
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Guthrie and Melvin soils, with small areas on the Sango and Lawrence
soils. From 6 to 8 percent is idle land. A subsistance tvpe of agri-
culture predominates in which a great many of the farms are small
owner-operated ones. .

The general low fertility and impaired internal drainage limits the
productivity and range of suitability of most of the soils of this asso-
ciation. A diversified type of agriculture producing small grains, hay,
and pasture cropz, together with some row crops, 15 suited.  Substan-
tial fertilization and organic matter and lime are required to main-
tain a fairly high level of production, and, unless the fertility is high,
the more desirable legumes and grasses for hay and pasture cannot
be expected to yield well. :

ENNIS-TAFT-MELVIN ASSOCIATION

The Ennis-Taft-Melvin association occupies first bottoms and low
terraces along the larger creeks, the headwaters of which are in areas
underlain by cherty limestone.” The relief is nearly level to gently
sloping and internal drainage ranges from very poor to good. All of
this association is in the eastern and southeastern parts of the county
and lies as long narrow strips along the Iarger creeks that cross areas
of the more extensive associations of red well-drained fertile soils,
Probably over half of the aggregate area is subject to periodic over-
flow, and nearly all the rest is oceasionally subject to inundation.
Ennis, Taft, and Melvin soils predominate, with small acreages of
Etowah, Humphreys, Lindside, and Robertsville intermixed. The
fertility of the soils ranges from low to moderately high and some of
the areas, especially in the more northern parts, are gravelly, some be-
ing so gravelly as to prohibit tillage practically.

From 40 to 50 percent of the acreage—mostly the well-drained
soils—is used for row crops, chiefly corn and cotton. Some acreage
is used for hay. About 20 percent is in forest that can be used for pas-
ture, about 15 percent is idle land, and the rest is in native forest. The
suitability of this association is restricted by internal drainage con-
ditions and overflow hazard, and all the areas are parts of farms that
include a notable acreage of more fertile well-drained soils with a wide
crop adaptation. In combination with these latter soils, those of the
Ennis-Taft-Melvin association can be used to good advantage for
certain row crops, hay, and permanent pasture.

Management requirements for the better drained areas are not exact,
that is, they are easily worked and not difficult to conserve, and their
fertility is not particularly difficult to maintain at a fairly high level.
The poorly drained soils of this association, however, require artifi-
cial drainage, and many require heavy fertilization if they are to be
maintained in a high productive state. Artificial drainage of many
areas, however, may not be feasible.

HUNTINGTON-WOLFTEVER-HUMPHREYS-LINDSIDE ASSOCIATION

The Huntington-Wolftever-Humphreys-Lindside association oceu-
pies nearly level to undulating relief in the valleys of the larger streams
in the northwestern part of the county. The principal areas ave along
the Elk River and Sugar and Shoal Creeks. A large part of the Wolf-
tever and Huntington soils are along the Elk River, most of the
Humphreys is along Sugar Creck, and the Lindside areas are distrib-

-
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. -oughout all the valleys in which this association lies. All the
:(:ie](; tc](l)il(;isgt of alluvium dep%sited by streams carrying miiter]]{:ll t(le:-
rived from high-grade limestone, cherty limestone, and slha e. ‘1: e1£
nal drainage in most places is good. There is very little :llcr(tlaa,,_e od
poorly drained soils and only a moderate area of nnperfef:t y ;‘alnele) 1
soils, these being of the Lindside series. Much of the acreage ‘15"5:11 b
ject to overflow and practically all of it is subject to occasions
mgxm}glt'g):.part of this association is cleared and used forl 1corr'l, 1{:127,
pasture, and some cotton. In general, these soils are \Yti §u11te(f (2
intensive use, as they are not subject to erosion an_d are re a}t;{'le }i e(xi-
tile. Most of the acreage is part of farms including more lu vf an d,
Lalthough there are a few farms consisting almost entirely oI soils
within this association.

MAURY-MIMOSA ASSOCIATION

The Maury-Mimosa association occupies three rather :S.malll 11‘1'Eeni;
ular areas in the north-central part of the county, le‘(lel}ll{]g‘ t lelntic
River. They consist chiefly of upland soil‘s developed over ]]) 11??1)1 atle
and moderately phosphatic limestone. The areas are m}i‘l“ ‘11}:t§1'11
hilly and the depth to bedrock in most places 1s slm]low.‘ o \ello ‘were:d
fertility is moderately high, but active erosion has grea y Jowere
the productivity (seepl.9, ). Rock outerops, stony spots, and cherty
ar common, "y
'lleislgi‘ge part of the Maury soils has been cleared :mdfii:]unﬁ(.ll,ng:;
the forest cover has been removed from only about half o] he Mi nosa
soils. Corn, cotton, and hay are the chief crops an(_l t ;ele 1s] 2 me
acreage in pasture. At the present time there 1s a tleg(_ ~{1unt(1n g the
farmers to use these areas for livestock farming, to which they a
SmItl?dgene ral, management is not on a ver lnglh ]h'\'e], .11& mi?s(l)(t?]}d:z
active in a great many places and crop yie ds are lt)\]v EIC)S Lthe
acreage is particularly well suited to pasture :uf\( lm-ylml?ls X
the Maury soils, especially, have a high content of phosphorus.

BAXTER-DICKSON-BORINE ASSOCIATION

The Baxter-Dickson-Bodine association, with its rollmIg to steep
relief, has more hills than any association in the county. 1t ?Ccllll‘)lez
a large part of the northwestern quarter of the county,.‘an_( the ({II ez;.t
are broken and intermingled with several other rlssocl.ltllonsé ] o.f
of the soils are developed over cherty limestone, n]thqug 1 SIIIPS ]?
alluvial soils extend throughout the areas along the dramsl im(l mfe; :s
A large part of the association ig cherty and the general leve do ; 1.2:3
tility is low to medium. Internal drainage is moderate or adequa
for crops, but owing to the strong slope external (11'a111age is excessive.
In places crops suffer from lack of moisture dnring dl‘yfse‘asz)ns.1 -

Approximately 25 percent of this association 1s unrd'el or fs , Xbuc tl;
is mostly on the stronger slopes of the Baxter and Bodine soils. (:u
90 percent is unimproved pasture consisting of fair grazing vege\a-
tion, chiefly broomsedge, lespedeza, and other native grasses, J Ii:
proximately 10 percent is idle land and the remaining acr eagz 1srcu "
tivated, with corn, cotton, and hay being the chief crops. 1 ve agd
yields are low as the general level of fertility is low an
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fertilization is not at a high rate. Some livestock, chiefly hogs and
cattle, are raised by most farmers. ’ voess
The general low fertility and hilly relief make this association
poorly suited to a farming system in which row crops predominate
e:spe(:lql]y_cash crops. Systems of farming in which the needs of the
farm family are met and in which relatively long rotations consist-
ing of close-growing crops predominate are better suited. Sysfexn‘-
atic rotations are not commonly practiced, but on some of the acreage
row crops are grown for 2 or 3 years, followed by a period of 2 to 5
years of pasture. If a relatively high level of productivity isdto be
11‘11:_111}t€uned, the row crop acreage needs to be restricted, adequate fer-
tilization practiced, and legume hay and pasture crops emphasized.

COOKEVILLE-BAXTER ASSOCIATION

OfThe1 le)o'kevﬂle-Baxter association consists of relatively small arveas
o und il" aftl.ng moderately reddish soils, which are moderately fertile
I 1e relief in general is smooth, with small moderately and strongly
oping areas along the drains. A large part of the acreage is well
drained, ' o °
aﬂSqlls ]of this association are desirable for crops. Most of the acre-
ge is cleared and used for crops, chiefly cotton, corn, and ha itl
fruits and vegetables g f  yields oxal are
fruits vee é es grown for home use. Crop yields in general are
: good. Some of the farms are owner-operated but the larger
ones are operated by tenants. B
Management requirements are not particularly exacting except
the limited acreage of tl ‘ong he soils respond well
o oo fe(x ti]i;bte'o he Tt]l onger slopes.  All the soils respond well
‘tihzation, and legume grass hay and pasture er
, 14 ass hay and pasture cro g
good management are of good quuliry. ’ ! bs under

USE, MANAGEMENT, AND PRODUCTIVITY OF THE SOILS

L‘The use, management, and relative productivity of the soils of
I nr:estone County are discussed in this section. The soils are eronped
111. 5 classes according to their similarity of eeneral suitabilit ]be‘
crops, pasture, or forest and in 19 groups’on the basis of théir "e.r i
suitability for different uses and their management 1'0(iuil'(>ine11t; ]1?‘:

ter management practices are discussad for the soils of each gr :13 .
The expected crop yields for each of the soils under two le;l? 1)1;
management are given in table 7. , e

LAND CLASSIFICATION

, l,{]'(; slmls.:11'0..;1.1'()111).0(1 in five elasses on the basis of their relative
%)))‘).s]uu. suitability for agricultural use under present conditions
1()1( uctivity, workability, and conservability are the factors consid-
;31.9( In this classification. ‘The classes, in" the order of their de-
I;L;;S]lll)g desar}‘lpi]r]]ty ]for agricultnral use, are First-, Second-, Third
ourth-, and IFifth-class soils. Thongl ils of « .
] 1-, and ass soils. 1 the soils of no one ¢l
ideal for existing agricultur: it : o mearly ap.
Xisting ag ura, the First-class soils mor
el existin First-class soils re nearly ap-
goli(])"wl% tha]t ideal tll};m (%0 those designated as Second clas%,‘ani,l ‘tlll)e
so1ls of each succeeding elass ave farther fr e i n
g class « arther from the ideal than are tl
uccee lass the he an 108€
ﬁxfr:tv](]\en(:::ﬁipxl ec{g&ghng. tAltl ileal soil is exceptionally productive of a
arve er of important crops, easily worked i
re rops, easily ed, and conserved with
minimum effort.  All the soils of the county fall short of the ideal
<l
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but they differ widely in the degree of shortcoming and may fall short
for different reasons. For example, a soil may be highly productive
and easy to conserve but extremely difficult to till, The productivity
of the soils is expressed in terms of yields in table 7. This table also
shows the workability and conservability of the soils and their land
class.

Under present conditions of agriculture in this county, the soils
only moderately well suited to crops requiring tillage and to pasture
are better soils for farming than are those poorly suited to crops but
well suited to pasture. . This assumption was made because soils well
suited to crops are more limiting to agriculture on a greater number
of farms than are those well suited to pasture. If livestock should
become more important in the agriculture of the area, this assump-
tion might become invalid.

The soils are divided in two groups. In onc group, the produc-
tivity, workability, and conservability of the soils are sufficiently good
to permit considering them at least fairly well suited to both crops
and pasture. In the other group, one or more of the factors of pro-
ductivity, workability, and conservability is sufficiently poor to make
the soils poorly suited to crops requiring tillage.

The first group is subdivided into three subgroups, the limits be-
tween them being chosen to approximate the concept of fair and good
cropland, respectively. These three subgroups, in deereasing order
of suitability for agriculture, are First-, Second-, and Third-class
soils. The second group, consisting of soils poorly suited to the
production of crops that require titlage, is subdivided into two sub-
groups. The Fourth class comprises soils at least fairly well suited
to the production of permanent pasture, and the Fifth class, soils
poorly suited to permanent pasture and probably best suited to forest.

Information obtained from the experience of farmers, soil sur-
veyors, extension and experiment station workers, and others who
work with the soil was used in placing the soils in the five physical
land classes. Comparisons were made among the soils, considering
productivity, workability, and conservability.  For example, a
farmer knows that some soils on his farm are better suited Yhysically
to agriculture than are others. By comparisons within farms and
among farms, the soils were placed in the approximate order of their
physical suitability for agriculture. Descriptions of the land classes

follow.
FIRST-CLASS SOILS

First-class soils are very good for agriculture—they are good to
excellent for crops requiring tillage and for permanent pasture. All
are relatively well supplied with plant nutrients when compared
with other soils of the county, but even the most fertile is responsive
to amendments for some crops. All are well drained, yet their phys-
ical properties are such that they retain moisture well. Good tilth
is easily obtained and maintained, and the range of moisture condi-
tions suitable for tillage is comparatively wide. The soils are rela-
tively well supplied with organic matter. Their physical propertiés
favor normal movement of air and moisture, and roots penetrate them
easily.

Ngne of these soils is characterized by any prominent adverse con-
dition. They are almost free of stones, and the relief is favorable
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for soil conservation and tillage. None is severely eroded or highly
susceptible to erosion. The productivity is high for many crops, and
the problem of conserving soil fertility and soil material 1s relatively
simple under common farming practices. All ave well suited phys-
ieally to most of the exacting and intensive crops commonly grown in
the locality.

The First-class soils have an aggregate area of 33,609 acves, or
9.2 percent of the county.

SECOND-CLASS SOILS

Second-class soils are good for agriculture as it is practiced in the
county. They are fair to good for the production of crops requiring
tillage and fair to excellent for permanent pasture. These soils are at
least moderately productive of most of the crops commonly grown in
the county. Their physical properties are at least moderately favor-
able for tillage, maintenance of good tilth, and normal circulation
and retention of moisture. None occupies slopes greater than 12 to
15 percent, is severely eroded, or is sufliciently stony to interfere seri-
ously with tillage operations,

Fach soil is moderately deficient in one or more characteristics
that contribute to productivity, workability, or conservability, but
none is so seriously deficient in any characteristics that it is poorly
suited physically to use for crops requiring tillage. The deficiencies
vary widely among the soils. Some are fertile but sloping and
moderately eroded; others are almost level and uneroded but relatively
low in content of plant nutrients, Management requirements range
widely among the soils because of the many different kinds of soils
included in the class. The soils of this-elass are velatively similar
in their suitability for agriculture, but the benefits of their suitability
de_);ond on management practices, which may vary greatly from soil to
soil.

The Second-class soils have an aggregate area of 187,785 acres, or
51.7 percent of the county.

THIRD-CLASS SOILS

In the Third class are soils considered fair for the agrienlture prac-
ticed in the county. They are poor to fair for crops that require
tillage and fair to very good for permanent pasture. Each soil is
characterized by workability, conservability, or productivity, one of
which, or a combination of which, is sufficiently poor to definitely
limit suitability of the soil for crops requiring tillage, No condition
is so limiting, however, that the soil can be considered poorly suited
to tilled erops. The soils are better suited to crops requiring tillage
than are those of the Iourth class, but they are less well suited to such
crops than Second-class soils.

One or move unfavorable conditions limit suitability of the soils
for tilled crops. Among these are lTow content of plant nutrients; low
content of organic matter; low water-holding capacity; undesirable
texture, structure, or consistence; strong slope; stoniness; or inade-
quate natural drainage. Management requirements range widely
because of the diversity of characteristics among the soils of this
group.

The Third-class soils have an aggregate area of 48,383 acres, or
13.3 percent of the county. ‘
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FOURTH-CLASS SOILS

Fourth-class soils are poorly suited to crops that require tillage
and are poor to very goodpfor p};rm.anent, pasture. Mainly because of
the limited number of uses to which they are well suited, they are
the poor agricultural soils of the county. Nonetheless, some f)f then;l
may be most important on farms where soils well suited to per ml:)men‘
pasture are in great demand. On farms where acreages of soils better
suited to crops are too small to satisfy the needs of the farnll ur}n}:,
a considerable acreage of Fourth-class soils is used for crops. 1n t 1113
county, the intensity of management practiced on the areas of Fourth-
class soils used for crops is generally mad_eél\mte for good soil conserva-
tion. - Management requirements vary wi ely’a‘mong the Fourth-class
soils, as they do for soils of the Third class. The varlation 1s evident
both in use for crops requiring tillage and in use for pasture. .

Each soil of this group is so difficult to work or conserve, or both,
that the management necessary to its successful use for crops requiring
tillage is not usually feasible. On some farms, however, soils wel(i
suited to crops requiring tillage may be so limited that it is goo
farm practice to employ the intense soil management necessary to

roduce successfully tilled crops on Fourth-class so_llrs_.’_

The Fourth-class soils have an aggregate area of 77,613 acres, or
21.4 percent of the county.

FIFTH-CLASS SOILS

Fifth-class soils are very poorly suited to the agriculture of the
county. For crops requiring tillage, they ave very poor and for ];er-
manent pasture, poor to very poor. Und.er.present COX}dl( {p))s they
are apparently best suited to forest or similar use. (/onf itions in
the locality or on a particular farm unit may require the use of some
of the soils of this class for pasture or crops, in spite of the fact
that they are poorly suited to such use. Some farmers who have ap-
plied special systems of management have successfuﬂy 11130(1 :11 few
soils, as Dickson cherty silty clay loam, severely eroded rolling phase,

: crops.
fOlEacl} soil of this class is so difficult to work or conserve or so low
in productivity that it is generally not feasible to arpply the lntel?Slty
of management necessary to assure its successful nse for tilled crops.
All are sufficiently low in content of plant nutrients or to such an
extent deficient in favorable nfwislture relations, or both, that common
asture plants produce little feed.
pq’l‘]l:e F]i)fth-c]zrl)ss soils have an ageregate area of 16,130 acves, or 4.4

percent of the county.
SOIL USE AND MANAGEMENT

The use and management of the soils of the county are discussed
according to management groups, soils of relatively similar managei
ment requirements being placed in one group. The nmnage‘x_nent o
each soil in each group is considered in respect to the following two
broad uses: (1) Crops that require tillage and (2) permanent pasture.
Among the management practices considered are those that aid in
maintaining an adequate and uniform supply of moisture for plant
growth and those that adjust other soil conditions so as to allow plants

to make efficient use of moisture.
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L4 Y It € ey Vel 113 s,

o S Srh the ot are s A Ao crops grown on
oo same sofl, the ussions ave 1n terms of crop rotations well suited
F1e managenment requirements for each crop are de-
F}?:dent’ t{;eretore, not only on the characteristics of the soil and of
cropgli(l)lpél1eurtot‘;3§i(:n;T]l the management already practiced for other
Little experimental data ave available on which to base recommen-
dations for the use or management of m any soils of the county lee
best use and management of a soil on a particular farm involves con-
sideration of many factors besides the soils on that faim General
recommendations for use and management of a soil will 1.10t ~1I‘w§l\‘rs
fit the needs of a given farm, and consequently this discu&';:ion LiA‘
limited primarily tou consideration of the deficiencies of the soils 'm?
po,s;qlb]e ways of correcting them. S
The management practices suggested are those considered ood
qndel‘ conditions prevailing on many farms in the couhfy and are
to be used in d(:ffnmg management in colummns C of the table on ex-
pected yields. The practices given represent one or more articular
kinds of management considered to be good, but many diffelz'ent com-
h‘murllj(ms of munagement practices, applied in various int;znsilties
;)‘i-l(;dugtig;?d I most instances to attain the same -objective of
apernting it oy exampta iy depends upon the farm a5 an
rati) , the aen content of a soil can be
maitained by use of Jegumes, manure, commercial fertilizer. or com.
hinations of the three. The best method for maintaining ,nitl'(;"en

therefore depends on the farms as a business, as well as on soil cor
ditions and the preference of the individual farmer. i "

SOILS GROUPED ACCORDING TO SIMILAR MANAGEMENT
REQUIREMENTS

Each soil of the county probably has some individuality in regard
to its management, hut certain aroups of soils have many @ill?l"l-tl'
management requirements.  On the basis of this Simi]:u'ityut];e are
grouped in this section for convenience in diseussion nml‘r(‘.fef?(’mloe
Under each eronp are given the uses to which the soils are snited and
Hle‘pl':lchcog generally vequired for good soil management, o

The practices making for good management do not depend entirely
on the =oil and the crop but also on the other soils and crops on the
farm and on other civenmstances peculiar to the farm. ﬁse and
management practices given for each of the groups arve believed h‘) be
generally suited to the soils of the group, but on some farms thej
use may not be wholly applieable. ’ o "

GROUP 1

The three soils of group 1 are the level and undulating phases of
Abernathy silt loam and Huntington silt loam. They are T1iolliv ro-
duetive. easily worked, excellent in moisture relations and not a pre
ciably subject to aceeleratod erosion. They have a ]’imif(‘d mB(I? oi;
crops to which they are snited, but they will endure contimiolrs'lin-
tensive cropping better than other soils of the county These soils
are nearly level to undulating and oceur on first bottoms, alon the
bases of slopes, and in upland depressions. They receive’éeposi%ions
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of alluvial material periodically and ave relatively high in content
of organic matter and plant nutrients because these constituents are
deposited on the surface either by floods or by inwash from the higher
surrounding areas.

In physical condition the soils are véry good for the maintenance of
good tilth and for the normal retention and movement of water in
the upper parts of the profile. External drainage is slow on Aber-

- nathy silt Joam, level phase, and Huntington silt loam, and some areas

are subject to inundation in spring and during peviods of high rainfall,
External drainage is relatively rapid on Abernathy silt loam, undulat-
ing phase, and this soil is not usually flooded. Internal drainage is
fairly rapid in all these soils. The flooded soils are not so well suited
to perennial and winter-annual crops as those of the well-drained
uplands. .

Soils of this group are exceptionally well suited to corn, and they
produce good yields of alfalfa, red clover, lespedeza, and similar hay
crops. The Liay tends to become rank, however, and it may be a little
difficult to cure in wet seasons. These soils are excellent for pasture,
and they often occur close to permanent streams that can be used as a
source of water for animals., They are not so well suited to small
grains because the grain tends to lodge and become diseased.

Abernathy silt loam, undulating phase, is the first of the group to
become suitable for tillage in spring, and it has the widest range of -
suitability. 'A few areas of Abernathy silt loam, level phase, would
be benefited if drainage were established to remove excess surface
water more quickly after heavy rains. Some areas of Huntington silt
loam conld be greatly improved by dikes or other means of controlling
the floodwaters.

The soils can be used for intertilled crops each vear. They will
maintain a high level of productivity for considerable time without
amendinents, but precautions taken to maintain the content of plant
nutrients and organic matter are generally rewarded by increased
production. Corn followed in fall by crimson clover, hairy vetch, or
a similar cover crop, is one erop system favorsble for these soils.
The cover crop is plowed under as a green manure in spring. Another
good system Is corn interplanted with crotalaria as a manure crop.
Production ean be maintained at a relatively high level without amend-
ments under either of these systems of cropping; light or moderate
applications of potassium and phosphorns to the cover crop are usu-
ally reflected in an appreciably increased yield of corn.

A cropping system also considered good for these soils is corn fol-
Jowed by 1 or 2 years of lespedeza or red clover and grass hay. In
this, however, some spots produce hay so rank that it may bed down
and be somewhat difficult to harvest and cure. Moderate to light
applications of potassinm and phosphorus at the time the hay is
seeded improve yields of both the hay and the corn. Alfalfa ean be
grown in place of the suggested clover or lespedeza. Moderate appli-
cations of lime at time of seeding improve alfalfa on most areas of
the Abernathy soils. Areas subject to floodwaters that stand long
on the surface are not well suited to alfalfa.

Late-planted vegetables do well on soils of this group. When they
are properly managed in other respects, vegetable crops produce well
if they are followed each year by a leguminous winter cover crop that
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is turned under in spring. Fxperience in other areas indicates that
vegetable crops respond well to heavy applications of commercial
fertilizer,

No special practices of tillage or cropping are necessary to control
too rapid runoff. On the Huntington soil there is some danger of
scouring during floods, and where the surrounding soil is poorly man-
aged, excessive erosion brings down deposits of less productive subsoil

material that cover the Abernathy. To help prevent scouring on the .

Huntington, spring rather than fall plowing is advisable.

Permanent pastures are good to excellent without special manage-
ment practices. In most instances phosphorus is the principal plant
nutrient that limits productivity. Pastures should be grazed or clipped
closely periodically to encourage the growth of leguminous pasture
plants at the expense of the grasses. On these soils, heavy grazing
1s generally less harmful to pastures than undergrazing. Pastures
hold up well, even in dry seasons.

GROUP 2

In group 2 are the undulating and level phases of Etowah and Cum-
berland silt loams; the level and slightly eroded undulating phases
of Dewey and Decatur silt loams, and the undulating phase of Cum-
berland fine sandy loam. These are relatively fertile, nearly level or
undulating, medium-textured, uneroded to moderately eroded soils
of the uplands and terraces. Though relatively fertile, they are less
well supplied with plant nutrients than the soils of group 1. All
are medium to strongly acid. They are not subject to rapid loss of
plant nutrients by leaching and are only moderately affected by
accelerated erosion. Physical conditions for normal retention and
movement of water are good. The soils are well aerated, and they
have surface layers in which good tilth is relatively easy to obtain
and maintain.

The soils are well snited to most crops commonly grown in the
county. Provided other management requirements are met, they can
be conserved in a rotation that includes a clean-cultivated crop once
in 2 or 3 years. A suitable rotation is cotton or corn, 1 year; small
grain seeded to a leguminous hay crop, 1 year; and hay or pasture,
1 or more years. Alfalfa or red clover can be grown for hay with
good results, but red clover is the better hay crop if a short rotation
is desired.  1f hay is wanted for 8 or 4 years, alfalfa would probably
be better., Other intertilled crops can be substituted for cotton or
corn. The rotation ean be shortened safely to allow growing an
intertilled evop every other year, provided o winter legume green-
manure erop is grown in the intervening years.

Phosphorus is probably the nutrient most frequently limiting plant
growth, but maintenance of nitrogen content requires constant atten-
tion. In the rotations snggested, leguminous crops ean be depended
on for maintenance of most of the nitrogen, but. it need for nitrogen
becomes apparent, it is advisable to plow under a leguminous crop
at some point in the rotation. Such practice is especially desirable

-on the more eroded phases of the group. If corn is grown’every year
on the most level phases, crotalaria can be used in the corn as a
volunteer-reseeding crop. It is beneficial in maintaining nitrogen and
organic content.

LIMESTONE COUNTY, ALABAMA 93

Good results are obtained when most of the fertilizer is applied
to the legume at seeding. For red clover, the equivalent of 1 ton of
ground limestone, 300 pounds of 20-percent superphosphate, and 25
pounds of potash an acre is satisfactory in most places, and for
alfalfa, 2 tons of ground limestone, 500 pounds of 20-percent super-
phosphate, and 25 to 50 pounds of potash an acre. The quantity
needed of each will vary with the past management of the solx].
Although potash is necessary in some areas, it can be left out of the
fertilizer mixture if manure is used. Boron is the limiting element,
in some areas, but a light application of borax will correct the defi-
ciency if the soil has nofi beenlfo;r?rhmed. Insufticiency of boron is

nerally apparent on land in alfalfa. ) o
geﬂfegetzblgg do well on these soils, but they require heavy apphca.ho?s
of phosphorus, potash, and nitrogen. DBarnyard manure is highly
beneficial for these and most other crops and is especially useful on
the small eroded spots in some fields. It can be used to replace part
of the potash and nitrogen in fertilizer mixtures. )

The soils can be ti]]etfthrough a relatively wide range of moisture
conditions without destruction of good tilth. Tillage is best on the
contour, where feasible, and the soils should not be left bare of vege-
tation for extended periods. Terracing and other engineering methods
of controlling runoff are generally not necessary 1f other manage-

nt requirements are met. ]
meSoilse((l)f this group produce good pasture, but they usually require
lime and phosphorus. Heavy applications at long intervals are more
desirable on soils of this group than are light applications at short
intervals. If the soil has not been limed or fertilized for a long time,
it is especially important that the initial application be heavy. The
lime and phosphorus promote the growth of legumes that fix nitrogen.
Except in fall, relatively close grazing should be practiced because it
favors the nitrogen-fixing legumes at the expense of grass; periodic
clipping of uneaten herbage has a similar effect. Too close grazing
of legumes early in fall, however, increases danger of winterkilling.
Droppings should be scattered to provide uniform distribution of
their potash and nitrogen content and to prevent cattle from leaving
the herbage uneaten around them.

GROUP 3

In management group 3 are the eroded relatively fert'i]e undulating
silty clay loam soils of the uplands and terraces. These are the
eroded undulating phases of Dewey, Decatur, Cumberland, and
Etowah silty clay loam; the eroded undulating phase of Cumbe‘r]and
clay loam ; and the eroded undulating and undulating phases of Cooke-
ville silt loam. At least 25 percent of the easily tilled surface layer
has been removed over a large part of these soils, but in some places a
fairly easily tilled surface soil still remains. DBeing less well supplied
with plant nutrients than ave the soils of groups 1 or 2, these are only
moderately fertile soils. All are medium to strongly acid. Loss of
plant nutrients by leaching is rapid, although the soils are only
moderately subject to accelerated erosion and a little more subject to
sheet erosion. Physical conditions for normal retention and move-
ment of moisture are fair, and aeration and drainage are good in each

of these soils.
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Soils of this group are fairly well suited to nearly all the crops
ordinarily grown in the county. A rotation that includes a clean-
tilled crop once in 3 or 4 years is adequate to conserve them if other
management requirements are met. A suitable rotation includes
cotton, 1 year; small grain seeded to a leguminous hay crop, 1 year;
and hay or pasture, 2 years or more. Alfalfa, red clover, lespedeza, or
sericea lespedeza can be used for hay with good results. When a short
rotation is desired, lespedeza or red clover is better, but alfalfa or
sericea lespedeza is preferable when hay is wanted for 3 or 4 years.
Corn, peanauts, soybeans, or other intertilled crops might be substituted
for cotton. Where a winter legume is grown-as a green-manure crop,
the rotation can be shortened a little.

Phosphorus and nitrogen are the nutrients most generally limiting,
but some additional potassium is also needed. In the rotations sug-
gested, the leguminons crops can be depended on for maintenance of
a large part of the nitrogen, especially after the nitrogen content of
the soil has been built up to a fairly high level. Turning under a few
leguminous crops is an aid in building the nitrogen and organic con-
tent to the desired level.

A large part of the fertilizer should be applied at the time of seeding
legumes. A suggested mixture for legumes is 1 ton of ground lime-
stone, 300 pounds of 20-percent superphosphate, and 25 to 30 pounds
of potash an acre. For alfalfa, 3 tons of ground limestone, 500 pounds
of 20-percent superphosphate, and 30 to 50 pounds of potash are
suitable. The quantity of each fertilizer will naturally vary with the
past management of the soil. On certain areas it is not necessary to
apply potash, and where manure is used liberally, potash can be
omitted from the fertilizer mixture entirely. Boron is limiting to
plant growth in some areas; its lack is apparent on land in alfalfa.
The deficiency can be corrected by a light application of borox, unless
the soil has received an excess of lime.

Vegetables do fairly well but require heavy applications of phos-
phorus, nitrogen, and potash. Manure, both in the form of manure
crops and barnyard litter, is very beneficial to most crops, especially
on the eroded spots. Barnyard manure can replace part of the potash
and nitrogen in fertilizer mixtures,

As soils of this group become more eroded, the range of moisture
conditions favorable for tillage is increasingly limited. ~ For that rea-
son, an effort should be made to keep a vegetative cover on the ground
as much as possible, and contour tillage is desirable where feasible.
If other management requirements are met, terracing or other en-
gineering methods to control runoff are usually not necessary.

These soils ean be made to produce good pasture, but lime, potash,
and phosphorus are generally requirea. After a good sod is estab-
lished, it is not so necessary to apply potash., Results are better if
heavy applications of fertilizer are made at long intervals rather
than lighter applications at short intervals. It is especially important
that the first application be heavy if the soil has not been limed or
fertilized for a long time,

The liming aund fertilization just déscribed are intended to aid the
growth of legumes, which will in turn fix nitrogen in the soil. Close
grazing and clipping of ungrazed spots aid in promoting growth of
legumes at the expense of the grass. The scattering of droppings
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helps to assure a uniform distribution of potash and nitrogen and pre-
vents the cattle from leaving the herbage uneaten around the drop-
pings. Clipping weeds just ﬁefore their seed matures aids in keeping
a purer stand of more desirable pasture plants.

GROUP ¢

The soils of group 4 differ from those of group 3 principally in
having steeper slopes. Gradients generzlly range between 5 and
12 percent. The eroded volling phases of Dewey, Decatur, and Cum-
berland silty clay loams; of Cumberland gravelly silty clay loam; and
of Cookeville silt loam comprise this group. The soils are moderately
eroded but relatively fertile and have good moisture relations. Good
tilth is relatively easy to obtain and maintain, but slightly more at-
tention to tillage is necessary than is required on the soils of group 3.
Runoff is moderately rapid, and the principal difference in manage-
ment requirements between these soils and those of group 3 are in
methods for runoff control. )

Rotations similar to those suggested for group 3 are well suited to
theso soils, provided other management requirements arve met. A
4- or 5-year rotation including cotton or corn, small grain, clover and
grass, and grass and clover for hay or rotated pasture is suitable.
The longer rotation suggested for the soils of grou}) 2 is also satis-
factory. In this, cotton or corn is followed by small grain, and then
alfalfa is grown for 2 to 4 years.  Intertilled crops other than cotton
or corn can be used.

The fertilization and liming practices suggested for the soils of
group 3 are suitable, although generally these soils are slightly more
eroded than those of group 3 and the application of manure to eroded
spots is highly bene 'cin% Because of their greater susceptibility
to erosion, tillage should be on the contour and a vegetative cover
should be present. The soils should not be left entirely bare during
winter, especially if the ground is freshly plowed. Terracing should
be considered for the longer slopes if intertilled crops are used fre-
quently. Runoff can generally be controlled without terraces on short
slopes and where intertilled crops are grown less frequently. Strip
cropping is practicable and desirable on some long and relatively
uniform slopes. Good management of permanent pasture requires
practices essentially similar to those for the soils of group 3, but the
grazing provided by soils of group 4 can be expected to be somewhat
less, owing to the heavier runoff and slightly greater erosion.

GROUP &

Soils of group 5 contain somewhat more phosphatic materials than
those of group 3, but in many other respects they are similar. The
soils in this group are the eroded undulating and eroded rolling phases
of Maury silt loam. Their susceptibility to accelerated erosion is
greater than that of soils in any of the groups previously described,
but otherwise they have a physical condition favorable to the mainte-
nance of good tilth and to good absorption and retention of moisture.
The relief is undulating to rolling (2 to about 12 percent). Soluble
fertilizer materials are retained well. Erosion control is one of the
chief problems on these soils. -

Some farmers report no response from the use of phosphate on these
soils, indicating that there is enough phosphate in them in many places.
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Nitrogen and potash are the elements limiting good plant growth,
and apparently the soils need additions of organic matter. Man-
agement practices should be those favorable to the maintenance or
increase of nitrogen, potash, and organic matter. Practices that
regulate the runoft of rainfall are included.

The crop rotations chosen provide a leguminous crop at moderately
short intervals. The time between intertilled crops shounld be slightly
longer than the minimum considered good for the soils of group 3.
Rotations similar to those sugeested for group 4 are well suited, pro-
vided other management requirements are met. A suitable 4-year
rotation is cotton or corn; small grain, clover and grass; and clover
for hay or rotated pasture. As many pasture crops as feasible should
be included because bluegrass and clovers grow as well, if not better,
on these soils than on most soils of the county.

Generally these soils are slightly more eroded than the soils
of group 3, and the application of manure or other organic matter to
eroded spots is highly desirable. Tillage is best on the contour, and
the soils are left bare of vegetation as little of the time as practicable.
They should not be left entirely bare through winter, especially if
the ground is freshly plowed. Terracing is considered best for the
longer slopes if intertilled crops are to be used frequently. Runoff
can generally be controlled without terraces when intertilled crops
are grown less frequently and on short slopes.  On long and relatively
uniform slopes, strip.cropping is practicable in many places.

Good management practices for permanent pasture are essentially
similar to those for soils of group 3. Provided equally good manage-
ment practices are used, grazing should be equal to or better than that
on soils of group 3. Some burley tobacco has been grown in the rota-
tions used on these soils and good yields obtained. Tobacco should be
grown only at wide intervals,

GROUP ¢

The soils of group 6—the undulating, level, and eroded undulating
bhases of Dickson silt loam—are relatively uneroded, moderately low
in fertility, medinm textured, and, except for the siltpan, well drained.
They occupy nearly level or undulating uplands and differ from the
soils of group 4 principally in having less slope and in being derived
from cherty instead of high-grade limestone. Slopes range from 0 to
5 percent.

Nitrogen, phosphorus, or potash may be limiting to good plant
growth. The soils present a moderate but not serious problem in the
control of runoff.  These soils are generally less susceptible to erosion
than others of similar slopes that have developed from limestone ma-
terial. Nonetheless, their erodibility is suflicient to justify close at-
tention to runoff control.

Good management practices are concerned with the maintenance or
increase of the content of nitrogen, phosphorus, potash, and organic
matter and the regulation of the rate of runoff. = Crops and rotations
are chosen so as to provide a leguminous crop at moderately short
intervals. The time between intertilled crops should be slightly longer
than the minimum considered good for the soils of group 5. A rota-
tion of cotton or corn, small grain, and lespedeza and grass for 2 years
1s satisfactory. In making substitutions in this rotation, sericea les-
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pedeza, red clover, or a mixture of red clover and grass can be used.
The red clover requires heavier fertilization and liming than the
lespedeza. Vegetables do only fairly well, but potatoes can be sub-
stituted for cotton or corn in the rotation. In general, leguminous
sod-forming crops are used 2 or 3 years in the rotation. ;
Fertilization of the rotations suggested is similar to that described
for the soils of group 8. If the rotation used is longer, slightly heavier
applications of lime and phosphorus are advisable for the leguminous
crop or light applications for another crop in the rotation. o
Vegetables generally respond well to heavy applications of‘mtl ogen,
phosphorus, and potash. These applications, supplemented by }ulrlle
and by additional phosphorus for the leguminous crop, will generally
have suficient residual effect to supply the needs of other crops in a
4- or 5-year rotation. Manure produces favorable results in most
ommonly grown crops. _ )
‘ 'l‘illagey of these soi]ps can be performed throughout a relatively wide
range of moisture conditions. It should be (1’0310 on the contour as
often as good farm management will permit. Terracing 1s generally
not necessary, but if intertilled crops are grown frequently in_the
rotation, it can be used effectively on the longer slopes of some of these
soils to aid in the control of runofl. Strip cropping is desirable in
some places. ) ] ) ]
An effort should be made to keep soils of this group in some kind
of cover as continuously as possible, and winter legumes should be
grown in the rotation if the soil would otherwise be bare in winter.
The winter legume can be turned under as a grecu-manure €rop in
spring, and therefore it is useful not only as a cover to control runoff
but also in maintaining or increasing the nitrogen and organic-matter
content of the soil. . _
Good pasture management. is similar to that suggested for the soils
of group 3. The additional problem of controlling runofl will be
largely solved if practices are followed that a‘ul in the vstuhl}slnm}nt
ana maintenance of a good pasture sward. Contour furrowing aids
in the conservation of water for plant growth.

GROUP 7

The soils of group.7 are differentiated from those of group 3 mainly
by their intermediate instead of high level of fertility. These soils
are the undulating and eroded undulating phases of Baxter and Dick-
son cherty silt loams. They are undulating or gently sloping medium-
textured soils of the uplands, having physical conditions favorable
to the maintenance of good tilth and good absorption of water. Mois-
ture movement is impeded slightly by the siltpan in the I,)I‘L'I(SOII, but
otherwise the soils are well but not excessively drained. Though the
soils have slopes similar to those of group 3, they are generally less
susceptible to accelerated erosion and the water-control problem is
more a matter of conservation of moisture than of controlling erosion.

In content of organic matter and most plant nutrients, soils of this
group are Jower than those of groups 2 or 3, nitrogen, lzl!us])horus, and
potash all being relatively limited for plant growth. Throngh leach-
ing, soluble fertilizer materials are lost somewhat more rapidly than
they are from the soils of group 2 or 3. Moderate quantities of phos-
phorus and potash, applied at relatively short intervals, are included in
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fertilization. It is advisable to fertilize the small grain and lespedeza
or the small grain and clover with moderate to light applications of
potash and, in addition, supply some potash to the cotton or corn crop.
Phosphorus and lime are probably best applied just before the
leguminous crop. :

So far as the operating limitation of the individual farms will per-
mit, crops and rotations should be planned to increase fertility. The
rotation should include leguminous crops frequently, and as much of
the vegetation as feasible should be returned to the soil directly, or
indirectly, as manure. The quantity returned will vary, of course,
depending on the requirements of practical farm management.,

A 2-year rotation of cotton or corn followed by small grain and
lespedeza is satisfactory. A longer rotation of cofton or corn, small
grain, and red clover and grasses would also be satisfactory, but a
considerably heavier application of fertilizer and lime would be re-
quired for the red clover than for the lespedeza used in the shorter rota-
tion first suggested. Alfalfa has not proved a highly desirable crop.

In a 3- or d-year rotation the requirements of most of the crops in-
cluded will be satisfied by applying the cquivalent of 300 pounds of
20-percent superphosphate and 1% to 3 tons of ground limestone per
acre just before the legume is planted. Probably 100 pounds of potash
an acre, divided between the hay crop and corn or cotton crop, is ade-
quate. .\ quantity less than that may be suflicient in many places; the
requirement will vary with the past managenent of the soils. Light
applications of soluble fertilizer at frequent intervals are more de-
sirable than heavy applications at long intervals,

‘These soils can be tilled over a moderate range of moisture condi-
tions, and special practices of tillage are generally not necessary for
the control of runoff. Cultivation on the contour is advised where
feasible, and the soil should not be lett hare during winter. Terracing
and strip cropping are usually unnecessary if other desirable manage-
ment practices are employed.

Pastures are generally poor unless they are well managed. Moder-
ate quantities of lime should be applied at velatively short intervals
after an initial heavy application has been made. Phosphorus should
be supplied in relatively large quantities. An application of potash
may aid in the establishment of a good pasture; once established the
plants are usually able to derive suflicient potash from the scattered
droppings. Pastures are harmed more by very close grazing than
those on soils of groups 2 or 3, but undergrazing is equally harmful.
Uneaten herbage should be clipped, and droppings should be scattered.

GROUP 8

Soils of group 8—the eroded hilly and hilly phases of Dellrose
cherty silt lonm—differ from those of group 7'in occupying steeper
slopes (12 to 30 percent) and in having a higher content of phosphatic
materials. They are well drained and receive a good supply of seepage
water that tends to prevent their becoming droughty in dry seasons.
The seepage water probably brings in the added phosphate from ad-
joining formations. The soils are cherty in most places, and, in a few
spots, very cherty.  Erosion is less severe than that normally expected
on so1ls of similar slopes. .

Because these soils are rather high in plant nutrients and not so
readily eroded as some soils on similar slopes, they can be used more
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s for clean-tilled crops. A rotation permitting the use of a clean-
f?]ﬁgl(% cfl(')op every 3 or 4 yle:u's is considered fairly satlsfuctor‘y. %{ea%
sonably well suited is a rotation similar to that suggested fo(i S(_){.Sb {)
group 3, but wider intervals between clean-tilled crops is desirable.
Corn is grown more frequently than cotton. Because of tl.\e steepness
and chertiness, it is more desirable to plant soils of this group in %)as-
ture rather than hay. Determination of this point will de;t?el}c on
the relative desirability of the two crops in the method of farming

i g Sed‘ 3 -
belll)lgt;ssillm and nitrogen are the nutrients that generally limit pro-
ductivity of these soils, but some phosphate may be needed on (_:ertn}lln
areas. When the nitrogen content has been built up in the soils, the
leguminous crops in the rotation can be depended on to nmvmtlam _1%
fairly well. The turning under of a few Jeguminous crops wou d al;
in building the nitrogen and organic content to a relatively high level.
In favorable positions, the phosphorus content 1s maintained by seep-
age water coming in from adjoining formations high in that n_utmenlt.
Fertilizer should be added at about the time and in upprommalte y
the same quantities as suggested for group 3, but the quantity 0({ (%3 hos-
phate can be reduced somewhat, especially on areas where its addition
produceslittle response.

GROUP 9

The soils of group 9 are well-drained or moderately well-drained
=oils of first bottoms, low terraces, and depre§310ns. These seven soils
are the level phase of Humphreys silt loam, Capshaw loam, Wolftever
silt loam, the undulating and level phases of'(‘}reenda]e silt loam, and
Abernathy and Bruno fine sandy loams. They are not subject to
appreciable accelerated erosion, except by scouring during ﬂ(_)ogg,
but the Greendale, Abernathy, and Bruno receive depositions perio i-
cally and may at times receive heavy deposits of materials that are
lower in fertility. Alllluivle physical conditions highly desirable for

he maintenance of good tilth. ) i

‘ The managementg problems presented by the soils of group 9 differ
from those of group 1, principally because of the greater difficulty
in maintaining the content of plant nutrients at a high level. In
comparison with that group, all are moderately low in nitrogen, phos-
phorus, and potash, and all except the Bruno are relatively low in lime.

Most of these soils are at least moderately well suited physically
to vegetables, corn, and hay crops. They are generally not so well
suited to perennials or winter annuals as they are to corn or hay,
but small grains are moderately productive under good management.
Munagement practices for first consideration are those that aid in
maintaining organic matter and plant nutrients at levels adequate for
good production. Intertilled crops, as corn, vegetables, and, to som?
extent, cotton, can be grown successfully year after year on most o
these soils if the necessary management requirements are met. Crim-
son clover, hairy vetch, or a similar winter-legume cover crop should
usually be grown after each intertilled crop to aid in the maintenance
of organic matter and nitrogen. ) . b

The soils are acid and, for good results in a cropping system suc
as that mentioned, moderate applications of lime should be made at
relatively short intervals. In other areas, vegetable crops have given
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o . . .
Tr?gdalfiilits “lh(}Ill a heavy application of a complete fertilizer carry-
e atively high proportion of nitrogen and potash was used

Tost of the nitrogen and organi tter y ined
from the cover croT) if it is tuzlgl‘ledcuﬁlc?ereiln lsl;creissmy o Optained

It is desirable to apply lime under the ¢ b and phosphorus and

7 ‘er crop and phosphor d
potash under the vegetable cirop, and Ot‘heelnCId(:ep e{zlrlllc on the residas
eﬁe]cts of each for tl}e crop to fol%éw. Applicati%n Sf (;rlllal?lllierf:leguz}

cially beneficial. Where manure is used, the quantity of nitrogen g d
Pofiilstb can bflreducgid in the commercial fertilizer applied s

A trequently used rotati .
ently we(h suitgd By lf)taftlon ?f common field crops, and one appar-
ntly well suited, is corn followed by small grain and lespedeza. The
tgl ain is hary est?d in spring and the lespedeza, the following fall. In

01‘1? l(ftilt]()n, lespedeza can be replaced by red clover and ﬁmothy or
Qxc 1121 : arass. A moderate application of lime under the seeding of
small grain and lespedeza benefits all the-crops in the rotation, and
moderate quantities of potassium and hosphorus, applied one i (tl
1'otatgon, should prove beneficial, MI:)mm-e is I;i’ghly beneﬁc?ﬂlnanlg
%‘:\?1 e utsed to }'prlace part of the potash in commercial fertilizer.

requent moderate applications of fertilizer are more desirable th
heavy ones at long intervals, Liming may not be so necé%‘u‘ on

Bruno fine sandy loam.  Alfalfa can be nsed in a longer 1'o£‘;t‘i02; grr;

the well-drained soils of this group, but it requires heavier a lie

%IOD.S otlh‘me and potassium than do the other hay crops su"glgste?i-

» h A 27 R o Iy », l? :
io(;llécl?orlt ﬂ;;&);}fk&t is another hay crop that offers some promise in a
Pastures on these soils are ordinarily covered by relatively undesi
able plants unless they have been adequately fertilized 'Moderf:a;
z}‘pphcutlons of lime and phosphorus every 3 or 4 years are desirab‘le

Scattered droppings supply adequate quantities of potassium, but if
a deliciency develops, it becomes necessary to supp y the ot"lssiu1
from conmiercial sources for best results. Very close ﬂl’qiil?fr ilq m ro
harmful on these soils than on those of group 1 but imdecx""‘r‘lziorfg
should be avoided. Clipping pastures aids in c"ontrollinrr b)‘1‘st1 o
weeds and encourages the erowth of white clover. s pustie

No special practices of tillage or cropping are necessary for the cor
trol of runoff, but the soils of the first bottoms may scour during ﬂoodé_

If an early cover crop is not grown, the soils should be plowed in qprinn'-
instead of fall. Most of these soils can be tilled throuchout a vel.
atively wide range of moisture conditions, but spocialh recautions
should be taken to prevent puddling or clodding. precantions

GROUP 10

The soils of group 10—Egam silty clay loam and Hollywood silt
clay, level phase—are slightly heavier in texture than those of erou 1y
and are correspondingly more difficult to keep in oood conditi(ﬁl Ij&ll,
are relatively high in plant nutrients and not sﬁ)ject to appre.ciflble
31§?celerated eroston, hut they have restricted internal (11“1in‘fme
Though they ave fair for the common field erops, their phvsimll su‘ir- :
bility is not so good as that of soils in group 1. They are l')ette(r suited(i
to tclon} and hay than they are to most, other crops commolilv «;1‘0§\*11
:llllf;i llifa..nea. They are relatively poorly suited to vegetable ci-ogs and
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The rotations of commonly grown field crops suggested for soils of
group 1 are well suited to this one.” Lime is usually not needed for the
common crops, but it may benefit clover in some areas. A slight or
moderate response to phosphorus applications can be expected from
most crops. Potash is limiting in some areas, especially in the Holly-
wood soil.

No special practices are necessary to control runoff, but because of
the danger of scouring, areas subject to flooding are not to be plowed
in fall unless an early winter cover crop is planted. To prevent de-
struction of good tilth, the soils should not be tilled when too wet or

- dry. Greater care is necessary to increase and maintain a high or-

ganic-matter congent on these soils than is needed for group 1. Per-
manent pasture is well suited and good management practices are

similar to those described for group 1.
GROUP 11

In group 11 are Ooltewah, Lindside, and Ennis silt loams. The
management problems differ from those of soils in group 1 chiefly in
drainage and in the greater difficulty with which plant nutrients are
maintained at a high level. Surface drainage is slow because the land
is very level and low, and internal drainage is somewhat retarded
because of low position. Except in dry seasons, imperfect drainage
necessitates late plowing and planting in spring. All the soils are
fairly high in plant nutrients, and they are not subject to appreciable
aceelerated erosion.’

The soils are better suited to corn and hay than to most crops com-
monly grown in the county. They ave relatively poorly suited to
cotton, vegetables, and alfalfa, but, like soils of group 1, are excellent
for pasture. In many instances they are near permanent streamns or
in such a low position that water for livestock can be obtained at
relatively low cost from shallow wells. Winter crops, as small grain
and vetch, are uncertain because they winterkill or are harmed by
excessive moisture on the ground.

Crop rotations considered good are (1) corn for 1 year, followed by
an annual hay crop or (2) corn grown each year, with an interplanting
of crotalaria or another manure crop. Soybeans tend to maintain or
even increase the organic content if they are interplanted with corn
and plowed under as a manure crop, Lime is usually not needed for
ordinary crops, but liberal applications prove beneficial for the best
developiment of pasture. Most crops can be expected to respond to
fairly liberal applications of phosphate.

1t'it is practicable to secure proper outlets, tile drainage or open
ditches might prove helpful on some of these soils, especially on the

Lindside and on lower areas of the Qoltewah. Drainage is especially
needed to remove excessive surface water and to aid in drying the
soil early in spring.
GROUP 12 ,

Soils of group 12 differ from those of group 7 principally in being
sloping or rolling instead of gently sloping or undulating. This group
is composed of the eroded rolling and rolling phases of Baxter and
Dickson cherty silt loams and the eroded rolling phases of Dickson
silt loam and Dewey cherty silty clay loam: They are moderately
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eroded, well-drained, medi
1-drained, medinm-textured, moderately ferti : 1
on'f‘lopes o7 to 1 ogmedt , rately fertile upland soils
o the ext - .
o dtlcn(;necziglshtelmt gciod farm management will permit, practices
maintenance or increase of tl i
. f : 1e content of nitroge
phosphorus, and organic mat ( 1 Yate of
yiel wtter and the regulati 3
Phos " g regulation of the rate of
B ui]'fl.oﬂTh%‘ ?108'15 pr eseng. l; .111.10(1erate to serious problem in the c(ontrol
. Cir susceptibility to erosion is ges '
! The s 15 generally less tl
of une susce] s y less than that
of s butog()s:;:lﬂl}q: sl?]pgs dteve]pped from high-grade limestone mate-
al, but erosion s suflicient to justify close : i
! < , se attention to runoff X
measures.  Certain areas micht be in of the Tavaer
rtain areas might be improved by v y f
asure | Nig ed by removal of the larg
cllltﬁltl,eflcf;lgments, especially if the land is to be used for hay s
crop S h());;}g(ig(lld qrtotutuin of <l:1-opls should be such that a leguminons
¢ 1 : at moderately short intervals. The ti :
crop ! I At ; ; rvals. ie time between
it thclgle:})icllg op.ts. is :shght_.ly lenger than the minimum considered good
foltane moils ol group 7. Considered satisfactory is a rotation as
I : on or corn, 1 year; small grain, then lespedeza and oras
2 years. Sericea lespedezu ¢ v : ed instend of red
s, Serice e pedeza or red clover can be used instead of red
h'minrr} ])'lllbt]‘:;s]’e sliatdbmh O’Sff thesebf'equire heavier fertilization and
o the spedeza.  Vegetable crops can be gr i
i han the lesp . Veg Ps can be grown in place of
¢o "t::']o?)lci(l)ll l1)1)111 suld)l a 130tat10n. In general, a ]egu{;ninous sog:form
g an be used 2 or 3 years in the rotati i i-
{ ion. The period of 1
nous sod may be shortened if a wi : i . o a5 voen
ed 1f a winter lecume is t
. ¢ 3 urned y
m:'lll‘llure before the intertilled crop. - under as green
he rotat ar ili i '
Ny t11oqe(ftorlrhg(())]i]ls‘ snfgg?sted are to be fertilized in about the same way
suggeéted v t]:e(;oﬁ;m}ptlzt If the rotation used is longer than those
lime and I)]]o%b])orlwo‘nromullgr'mg;’ SOIHCIW]N}' foraer spplications of
e phos s > advisable under the legumi 3 cr
et oliaieh : » leguminons crop, or
oht; cations under another crop i cation. Lf 2
) X op in the rotation. Lf veget
Zrown in otatic avy feat P vegetables ave
Bv i (fetll‘l(i"]l‘(;fi]tl)l()})’ heavy applications of fertilizer squ]emenEed
. a aa * ri ° 1 S it1
Y oihe gencr ¥ bring a good response.  Probably additional phos-
g]i duf s ;?u](]l be added for the leguminous crop. The ferti]i7e11 ap
ed to the legumes and v ufficier i foct to
aunes ¢ vegetables has sufficient resi
‘ed fo the lec s s has s - residual
Jllzi(gt(tlllc needs of other erops in a £ or G-year rotation effect to
i . o 14a 3 e Y * N
of iimee (;:hl(:gp:]lllofnlm is fl,no“ 1}1 01;1] these soils, but heavy applications
\ sphorus, and probably potash ar ire it 1
' ! \ abl; ash are required where it
sown. Sericea lespedeza h isi \are gen.
a le za has shown promising erowth. M
erally produces very favor SHISIE growth. - Manure gen-
A s very favorable results in most of %
! ‘ ost ot the comm 2
Tillage Shou]f}]be on the contour to as great an extent as (r(())(?dc}f(l)}');i
management will permit. Terracing is / not nece :
d . racing 1s generally not,
the control of runoff if 1 nts of Lo o T
sont off if the requirements of go i ili
. _ > ood rotation, good fertil
zation, and proper tillage ar B i s ave grown
age are met.  Where intertilled cr
frequently in the rotati ine i ective mabs 19 ETOWE
¢ rotation, terracing is a i T
rent]; acing is an cffective means of runoff
control on the longer slopes of some soils. Strip cropping is desir-
able in some places. B o

]he SOi]S can b i o ] :
- - g ¢ tilled thro ‘ 7o 1 .
uh]]O“t HA I'(%Llf‘l‘ (1‘V wide ranee of mois-

22} S]f((l);lr{];)tlgpsi Tl{{:y sthm]lld not be left without vegetative cover for
3 eriods. nter legumes are grown i i v
_ ) s n the rotation wl 1
soil would otherwise be bare ov i o cover sorves
se be bare over winter. The leg
soil herwise b . une cover serves
undQIl)'ufllg)(‘)lse(fle ;t provides a cover to control rimoff and, when turned
as a green-manure crop in spring, it aids i intaini
0 s in maint:

conéent of nitrogen and organic matter. muintaining the
of 0(;((;? pzllrstuz'lse] management is similar to that suggested for the soils

group 7. The additional problem in control of runoff presented
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actices that aid in the estab-
If done carefully,
owth.

by these soils can be solved largely by pr
lishment and maintenance of a good pasture sward.
contour furrowing aids in the conservation of water for plant gr
Removal of larger chert fragments is important to the best develop-
ment of a sod, and it makes possible proper clipping of the pasture.

GROUP 13

The soils of group 13 differ from those of group 9 chiefly in the
chert content. With the exception of the Capshaw, the soils in group
9 are cherty on the surface and often in the profile.  The soils com-
posing group 13 are the undulating phases of Greendale and Hum-
phreys cherty silt loams; Ennis silt Joam, shallow phase; and Innis
cherty silt loam. Ennis silt loam, shallow phase, 1s underlain by a
thick layer of water-worn chert, and in a few spots the chert extends
to the surface.

These colluvial and low-terrace soils are medium-textured and
nearly level to undulating. They are well drained to imperfectly
drained but flooded during periods of heavy rainfall. Except for the
chert, they have physical conditions favo able to the absorption and
retention of moisture. They are not susceptible to accelerated erosion
except for scouring during flooding. Heavy floods sometimes leave
heavy deposits of chert and soil.

These soils are not highly productive in their natural state, and
they are only moderately productive under good management. They
are lower in organic matter and most plant nutrients than those of
group9. The content of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash is generally
limiting to plant growth. Through leaching, soluble fertilizer is lost
somewhat more rapidly than from those of group 9.

Dependent on the operating limitations of the individual farm, the

choico and rotation of crops are planned to increase fertility. A rota-
tion that keeps these soils in hay or pasture a large part of the time
es with tillage.

proves satisfactory because their chertiness interfer
Where the soils must be tilled, corn is most frequently grown, but somne
vegetables are planted on Ennis cherty silt loam,

The fertilizer treatments suggested for soils of group 9 are satisfac-
tory for this group. Frequent applications of small quantities of fer-
tilizer aid in preventing the leaching caused by floodwaters. Liberal
use of lime and phosphate aids in establishing a growth a legumes in
the pasture sod. No special practices of tillage or cropping are heces-
sary for the control of too rapid runoft. The removal of large chert
fragments aids considerably in tilling crops, harvesting hay, and
developing a better pasture stand. Permanent pastures do fairly well,
even without special management practices. To permit proper grazing
or clipping, it is important to remove larger chert fragments and
scatter the droppings.

GROUP 14

The soils of group 14—Sango, Taft, and Lawrence silt loams—
present a somewhat diflicult problem in management. Surface drain-
age is slow and the subsoil is imperfectly drained. TIn most places
at 16 to 24 inches is a developed or partly developed claypan that
prevents free movement of water. The soils remain wet until late in
spring, and in dry fall seasons become very dry. They are medium-
textured soils of the nearly level uplands and colluvial and low ter-
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races. Much of the material making them up is underlain by cherty
limestone or has been washed from soils underlain by cherty Limestone.
The soils are strongly acid throughout.

Soils of this group are probably best used for pasture, hay, corn, and
soybeans. -Some small grain can be produced, but generally the soils
are not so well snited to perennials or winter annuals. Management
practices that aid in maintaining organic matter and plant nutrients at
levels adequate for good production should receive first consideration.

The following rotation is considered satisfactory : Corn interplanted
with & manure crop of soybeans; small grain and lespedeza ; and. soy-
beans for seed and grass for hay or pasture, 2 or 3 years. A longer
period of pasture or lespedeza hay can be substituted for the short
rotation. Winter legumes make slow start on these soils and are
winterkilled to some extent. Sericen lespedeza is a satisfactory peren-

nial hay crop on areas where the claypan is fairly deep and the ground
isnot too wet in winter.

The content of nitrogen and organic matter is especially limiting to
plant growth, and the supply of lime, phosphorus, and potash is
also limiting.  Moderate applications of lime for the combined seeding
of small grain and lespedeza benefit the crops of the rotation, and
moderate to heavy applications of potassium and phosphorus in the
rotation are beneficial. Manure is highly beneficial, and it can replace
part of the potash in the commercial fertilizer. It requent moderate
applications of fertilizer are more desirable on these soils than heavy
applications at long intervals. ,

Pastures on these soils usually grow up to relatively undesirable
plants unless they are adequately fertilized. A moderate application
of lime and phosphorus every 3 or 4 years is desirable. If cattle drop-
bings are properly scattered, they may supply sufficient potassium,
out 1f a potassium deficiency develops, it can be supplied in the form
of commercial fertilizer. Clipping pastures is important in controlling
weeds and encouraging the growth of white clover.

These soils require no special tillage practices for the control of
runofl. In some instances it is helpful to provide drainage for removal
of excess water in rainy seasons. These soils can be tilled through a
relatively wide range of moisture conditions, but special precautions
should be taken to prevent puddling and clodding. As a rule, the
soils cannot be tilled early in spring because they are late in drying
out. Fall plowing can be done safely becanse the soils are not subject

to appreciable accelerated erosion.

GROUP 15

Soils of group 15 are usually fairly steep, cherty, or severely eroded.
These soils are Mimosa cherly silty clay loam, eroded rolling phase;
the eroded hilly phases of Maury silt Toam and Mimosa cherty silty
clay loam; the severely eroded rolling and severely eroded hilly phases
of Maury clay loam; and Minosa cherty silt Joam, hilly phase. With
the exception of Mimosa cherty silty elay loum, eroded rolling.phase,
they are generally unsuited to ¢lean-tilled crops. They are fairly high
in phosphorus, and if properly managed can be made to produce good
pasture. In some instances, Mimosa cherty silty clay loam, eroded
rolling phase, produces fairly good crops, but its high chert content
makes tillage difficult.

LIMESTONE COUNTY, ALABAMA 105

me and potash are necessary to ostabhish‘lg)?ﬁg
The lime and possibly a part of the potlai?] (lrs l('l‘he
- 3 -, o A1 e .
1 he time the land is being prepared for seeding
e DD eture shonld i qass and legumes. One of the
pasture mixture should include both grass gumes. O e
more satisfactory mixtures is made up of comm(illl_ white eloy °r, lespe:
deza, Kentucky bluegrass, orchard gl'ixlss_, and Dallis grass. A vig
8 ' : at all times. i
sod s be kept on the ground at - .
oo £ rows, ri loes. or terraces are advantageous in controlling
Contour furrows, ridges, or vantageous in om0 o
unoft on steeper slopes, especially on those where cons derable erosion
I ‘ loped. Clipping undesirable herbage is w '
g Opet( ' ‘}etatﬂ)n of high quality. Where feasible,
. Loty ! o o . ]
in maintaining a pasture veg 4 Where fensib e
| ause they com
the removal of weeds is suggested, because they P

able plants for moisture.

Applications of li
pernanent pasture.

GROUP 18

: and
The soils of group 16 have steeper slopes than tl?‘n.se of '%tll?ué)oﬁsn:) d
are generally Tnore severely erodcdi 1In %anl)al‘nlzoil]l)st"\u}ces Sepor
aroup 12, 1 e g \ and in so st I
9, they are more severely eroded ¢ me. c e
gr‘;il(}) i ’ Coﬁtrol of runoff and the consequent pr (_)bluln‘s of Ll()lgi%leol's\él 0%
ivnateppft'nd soil materials are greater or{ tlhes(la] §01lsp ]tl 'is‘;l% c())lf [hose of
) T y p -olling phases atur,
i 5 or 12. 'The severely eroded rotling phase catw
(831:1?120%{;;:3 Dewey, and Cookeville silty clay ]?iltlllh,l .‘t})]eo.ls;:se-rth%
eroded 1-ollin,g phases of Dewey and Baxter ch.eytylstll ?/ :e\.' 3re1‘ ns; the
eroded hilly phase of Dewey silty clay loam; and the severd] 1}; i
hilly phases of Dewey-Decatur silty clay loams C()'l'nlplﬂ. )1(;\V°l'lve1‘
C)gl{)siderable subsoil material is incorporated with ,1t0‘1 o )eci‘{lly
i ost places; the supply of available plant pntrlenl?, (,:S]le l‘nte
1I-1t£ en 115 Jower, and the maintenance of good tlltl}lun(f ‘::]. .:: sq5‘or
nlll 1%' o,f moistmze are more difficult t'h:m on the smlsl;) ?l?-lg)ecatur
ilppDe\w'ey silty clay loam, ex'oiltlz(_l“hl]]%r plms?),cél‘ll\;y S]e(:\pe;)g Decatur
! d ases : L 2
i lay loams, severely eroded hilly phases, / 8l .
ggtl};e(lz-ce};lt; the other soils are on slopes of Slto 12 l;:l‘[cslllit( o of the
Clean-cultivated erops should be grown onetl 1\tes§v?ﬁ| .p(‘q.-mit of the
1 as 4 od system of farm managem il permit.
tu‘n . t;]Snr ‘;rg;s as small grain and hay, should occupy (11‘0.5(‘)115]11;;05:
g,}ot\ﬁg time i’roviding other managemell\]t req}urmn?ntls.f 1lllf i 1c et ’b:a
: ) i y ‘ain, and aifalia ca
- -vear rotation of cotton or corn, small grain, 1fa ¢ e
; t(l) Gu)csgsls;ully. Another suggested rotation 1s the.foll(l)\\'m; : g\(;ts
fon or corn; small orain; clover; orchard grass and timothy, 1. }d‘;qn:
%)(I)ltfoln or corn can be omitted from this lust1 roé.‘nt.lton bto f}(‘)‘(:l(.] (::emle n
ils have been restored to productivity by manag ;
. e o e orani ) tent of the surface layer and
ilds up the organic-matter conte e surface layer ‘
itxl:l“ltr(}))‘lrgécgle z{bility otgthe soil to absr;ll'b watetl't,]a 1;;2:;;)1:;11)11111;; etix IPI‘ 1]:'318
i 5 can be used safely on all except the per phases.
f'(())lt‘ft(i)(fngli?(;]\gever, is successful only if other management requirements
¢ I

are met. i
These soils are generally lowe;' i1 :
i 5 ups 3 or 5.
rients than those of grouf esto - verely
Ie111'10tded phases to productivity can be 11)egmi by gll 0\\&1{«% ?eglg f-(:;'lt’i]n(a e
This crop is plowed uncer be starting

rop the first year. This crop ) hefor o
gégf?titms sugggsted. The rotation should be fer tlhze(ilq nggts{l‘lﬁ};Shé ({r
t ni i i i guminous crop is es d.

that nitrogen is supplied until a legun P

1 organic matter and most plant
The restoration of severely

Manure is especially beneficial to most crops on these soils, and par-
ticularly good results have been obtai

ned when it was used before the
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seeding of alfalfa and similar legumes. Legume crops are difficult t
‘esta%)'lis].li the first time and in rotations prob?lb]y should receive henv;
]:PP blgi}tmns (:)L_ 'hme, phosphorus, and potassium until the soil fertility
s been somewhat restored.  Once this is accomplished, fertilizati
similar to or slightly heavier than that described for he soils of
group 4 can be used successtully . eribed for the soils of
° Thlo 9(){1‘5‘ cannot be t'llt?sl T 1
tions as those of 2‘1‘0:{1)15 ")( flllt(ll‘?m%‘lillls-?;m%e L e e reture condi;
flonsas those of ¢ band 7. age should be on the contour, and
LIp cropping can be used to good advantage on the loneer slo
Hillside ditchies and terraces may prove beneficial on some of It):(las.
longer slopes of the severely eroded areas, but, as a rule, they ca ';e
avolded if other management roquirements’are met. T(he’cons)tlrucltl' .
of ditches and terraces on the steeper phases is questionable bec%lon
these soils probably should be kept in sod that will hold tliém to (tluse
anil prevent ?r greatly retard their erosion, Beer
n many places these soils c: sed t st ad v i
To Ubiahy Rood pastane heny et e yartage for pusture
are usually necessary, and in some places potash. ’I%u(dzﬁ ll?filt)rlll(élll;b
_uset(ll t.l}e AI]h'St‘ few years for increasing the nitrogen and organic ﬁmttef-
Hi Scie ]:(—)ll.f lece p:}SEur?s.nre established, management similar to that
seribed for the soils of group 4 will be satisfaclory in most places.

GROUP 17

In group 17 ar 511 i
iy are the steeply r :
wen g m(I))der';te] e ste ply rolling to hilly, moderately to severely
groded, moder: y fertile soils of the uplands. These soils are the
silt(le(( rilly 1{ 1ases of Dewey cherty silty clay loam, of Baxter cherty
silt ﬁ{(\)r?, (mf] of Bodine cherty silt loam; the hilly phases of Baxter
‘B' 15 " m(lz i\,[l_el ty silt loams; and the severely eroded hilly phases of
axter and Mimosa cherty silty clay loams. Slopes range from 12 t
30 percent, and all the soils are subject to rapid r n it lm her
serious erosion, 4 unoft and rather
The soils of this gv i
S , roup ar ly g - requiring ti
It 1o Soils of & p are poorly suited to crops requiring tillage.
s e Ds must be produced, they should be grown in a rotation
i ‘t 1[1}1(.1 ul( es close-growing and sod-forming crops for long periods
of 3, a4 ) g M .
m} ex(: ed crops should be grown as little of the time as good farm
s[{il;]f‘]b':iUI']?nt will permit. When they are grown, a rotation probably
able 1s an intertilled crop, small grain, clover and orass hav. and
pasture for 2 or 3 years. - W
Where growing of an interti 1
an inter ; 1r 1
be used as a nurse cl"()p ntle ltﬁll(z(}%c&i(ip ey o peantl gradn can
S 2 murse scedings necessary to reestablish he
U : 7 P I sceding cestablish ha
?(lz(,l();llz%lu e. Limited experience indicates that a contour-furrow seedel?r
recent ,s 1]ilt1]?(lu(‘(>:d in lem]lessee, can be used to good advantase in
seeding: smadl grain i unplowed hay or pastur o7
ng small 7 a asture sod.  Lespedeza or
()L]l.(il legmnes and grasses can be broadeast in the small grainl in sprin
to lfesl:lbhshlmy or pasture pring
A few of these soils wi i
» soils will pr . if:
propecly friese solls i ‘ploduce fair to good alfalfa if they are
property fertil c_,] u t\fne wou]cll be some difliculty in harvesting
) ause the solls are cherty and slopes are st ' wtain
because the sof ¥ and slopes are steep.” Under certain
ﬁg:(lhtt(mih aii.l]hz Isused as a grazing crop.  Sericea lespedeza can be
d to check erosion and add nitroe reani "Se
B ogen and organic matter. i
lespedeza pasture mi o % e et
asture might do well on sever g
l e everely eroded spots or t] b-
Ject to severe erosion. The alfalfs n g o r5 yen
¢ sion. alfa should retain a sod for 4
i Vere erosic or 5 years
without reseeding; the lespedeza stand should last indefinitely Y
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The rotations suggested should receive heavy applications of lime
and phosphorus. Both are best applied under the leguminous hay
crops. Light to moderate applications of potash benelit some crops
in the rotation. If alfalfa is grown, it should receive a heavier appli-
cation of lime and phosphorus than that necessary for good production
of ved clover and grass. Manare is highly beneficial on severely eroded
spots and improves all the soils for most crops.

Tillage should be on the contour, as for other soils on such steep
slopes, and strip cropping is desirable where it can be practiced. Ter-
racing is generally not feasible because the slopes are too steep. All
the soils except severely eroded phases can be worked throughout a
relatively wide range of moisture conditions without destruction of
good tilth. They should not be bare of vegetation any longer than
absolutely necessary, and winter legume cover crops should be grown
where the soil would otherwise be left bare over winter.

The soils of this group are better suited to some kind of permanent
pasture than they ure to crops requiring tillage. After an initial
leavy application, permanent pastures should receive moderate quan-
tities of lime at relatively short intervals and rather large applica-
tions of phosphorus. Potash may aid in obtaining a good stand, par-
ticularly on the severely eroded soils, but once a good pasture sod is
established, scattered droppings will probably provide suflicient
potash for good production. An application of manure aids greatly
in reestablishing a good sod on severely eroded areas. These soils
need more care than those of group 12. :

GROUP 18

In group 18 are the poorly drained soils of first bottoms, terraces,
or colluvial lands. Two of the three represented, the Melvin and Rob-
ertsville silt loams, are relatively high in content of nutrients and
organic matter and neutral to medium acid. Guthrie silt loam is
strongly acid and relatively low in plant nutrients, organic matter,
and lime. In most places there is no appreciable accelerated erosion,
but fresh alluvium is deposited periodically. Unless they are drained,
these soils are poorly suited to most crops requiring tillage. They are
fair to good for corn and hay when they are artificially drained and
properly limed and fertilized. For good corn production, the Guthrie
soil needs considerable additional organic matter.

A rotation suggested for the drained soils is corn for 1 year, fol-
Jowed by red clover or alsike clover and grass for 2 years. Corn can
be grown in successive years on the drained soils without appreciably
lowering the productive capacity. A cutting of hay can be obtained
the year it is planted if the soil is well managed. Alfalfa, small grains,
and most vegetables are poorly suited.

Liming is not particularly necessary on the Melvin and Robertsville
soils if they are planted to the crops to which they are suited. The
Guthrie soil responds to rather heavy applications of lime. Phos-
phorus applied in moderate quantities to the hay crops in the rotation
generally produces good results on both the hay and the corn eropthat
follows.. Potash may be lacking in some arcas. Nitrogen can gen-
erally be maintained by the use of legumes in the rotation if the soils
are drained. If the soils are not drained, frequent crop failures are
to be expected because of excessive moisture and flooding.
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Soils of this group are well suited to permanent pasture. Good :
pasture management 1s obtained largely by improving drainage, apply--!

ing moderate quantities of phosphorus every 3 or 4 years, grazing

moderately close, scattering droppings, and mowing excess herbage,
If the soils are not drained, water-tolerant plants dominate the pasture
at the expense of more desirable legumes and grasses. Undergrazing

favors the growth of undesirable pasture plants at the expense of such
plants as bluegrass and white clover, and it is probably more harmful
than exceptionally close grazing. Where the Guthrie soil is used for
pasture, moderate applications of lime will be helpful.

Drainage is highly beneficial to most crops grown on these soils,

but it is difficult to establish. The chief difficulty is lack of fall for
drainage outlets. For pasture, the drainage necessary in most places
1s only that needed for the quick removal of excess surface water after
rains. Open ditches ave generally used for field crops, but tile drains
can be used to advantage in some instances. Diversion ditches at the
base of adjacent slopes are especially beneficial in some areas.

Good tilth is diflicult to maintain if these soils are used for crops
requiring tillage. They should be tilled at the proper moisture condi-
tion, and rotations and amendments should provide for the mainte-
nance of a high content of organic matter in the plowed layer. In
general, these soils are better suited physically to permanent, pasture
than to crops, but under careful management, including drainage, fair

to good yields of corn and hay can be produced. At times, soybeans '

grown for seed produce unusually good crops.
GROUP 19

The soils of group 19 are the steep and eroded steep phases of Baxter
cherty silt loam; Dickson cherty silty clay loam, severely eroded roll-
ing phase ; Limestone rockland ; Rongh gullied land (Decatur, Dewey,
and Cumberland soil materials) ; and Made land. These soils are not
well suited to crops or pasture and are best used for forest. Slopes are
steep, fertility is low, and moisture relations ave poor. The soils are
difticult to work, low in productivity, and very subject to erosion,
Where better soils are not available on the farm, limited areas may be
used for pasture or very long rotations.

A suitable forest cover will establish itself in places if it is properly
protected against fire and grazing, but sometimes planting will be nec-
essary. Shortleaf or loblolly pines are among the species more suit-
able for the exposed or otherwise less favorable growing sites. On
the better growing sites where moisture relations are more favorable
for plant growth, black locust, yellow-poplar, and certain other decidu-
ous frees are suitable for planting,

Most of the management practices employed in the production of
forest can be grouped as follows: (1) Maintenance of a full stand of
the species, (2) systematic cutting and weeding of trees, (3) harvest-
ing mature trees in such manner that desirable species may succeed
them, and (4) the control, so far as possible, of fires, browsing, tram-
pling, and damage from use of harvesting machinery or from other
canses.

The soils of this group cover a total area of approximately 22 square
miles, and all but about 3 square miles of this is now in cut-over forest,.
The individual tracts are chiefly along the steep slopes adjacent to
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r stream valleys. These cut-over areas need more protection from fires,
L and greater attention should be paid to improving stands. The re-
n maining areas are scattered over the county, mainly in the rough up-
I lands. They are potential forest land, though some of them are not
a especially good for that use. Some areas support a few dogwood, red
f and post oaks, hickory, redcedar, and black locust trees, with a growth
p of brush, principally persimmon, sassafras, wild plum, and sumac.
tl Most of this Jand should be planted to black locust, pine, oak, and
P yellow-poplar trees. In recent years small scattered areas have been
b put in pine, but other areas are badly in need of planting.
gl ESTIMATED YIELDS
is
- Expected yields for various crops are estimated in table 7 for the
o soils of the ‘county. The estimates are according to two levels of
b management, as follows: (1) Ordinary management, or that practiced
by the majority of farmers; and (2) good management, or the best
- practical management the majority of farmers in the county could be
: ti expected to follow. In columns B of the table are the expected yields
1 i n of commonly grown crops under ordinary management and in col-
) ! P : umns C are expected yields under good management.
t Correct interpretation of the yield data given in table 7 depends
te on a knowledge of what is consi(iared good management and what is
g ordinary management. The requirements of good management for
each soil group have already been presented in Soil Use and Manage-
ment, and that subsection should be referred to in interpreting the
o e yields given in columns C of the table. A definition of ordinary
¢l Ktowah aing phase. - 'r&fe‘d]].ﬁuming“ﬁ;" 50 | B T .management is diflicult because the management on any given coil in
i . {ireendalo cherty silt ian, undulating e ase..--| 400 2077 Secortd, the county is as varied as the farms on which it exists. Nonetheless,
a Vel IASE e emeemmoo oo 00| s : it is usually possible to select the one or two types of management most
W cutandulating phase._ 2| 0 --| Segond. frequently practiced on the soil, or a group of soils, and on that basis
st fo‘x‘xxym‘:;ssﬂﬁﬁﬁ?iflh}',‘;i.;ﬁ’:ﬁ{ifﬁ S — ‘;{8 “ﬁ::: Pourtn. somfe (1)f the impo‘rtxu.lt elements of ordinary management are defined in
d Hompireys it oan, evel piase ... | A the following paragraphs. o
W LW et L Yoam Fertilization under ordinary management varies according to the
w Hmestone cocklund crop grown and the soil on which it is produced. Cotton and vegeta-
Made ylucxlxg,_lé‘_’h_l,_"‘ ,,,,, - bles usually receive heavy applications of complete commercial ferti-
P N everely eroded hilly phase.. lizer, but applications for corn, small grain, and hay are lighter, or
e T ypaleverely erodud rolling pliase 3y Foure.h. none is applied. Corn and vegetables are fertilized heavily on Ennis
al S — 0l 2 D soils, but other bottom-land soils do not receive much fertilizer.
tl Aeroded ]uuiluiu{inzsf)h;{s;," 260 | 327 gy Munure may supplement or replace applications of commercial ferti-
1 %gmg:ﬁs:lhe&i:gjlt loam, hilly phase?. " " F(R:%th. lizer onsome tm-ms: o e : o s .
o1 Mitmosa chorly sifly cluy foaun: Do, Winter cover crops usually receive moderate quantities of basic
Eroded rolifng phise g Do, slag or superphosphate.  If alfalfa is grown, it generally receives
£ oltayerely eroded hilly phase . By I moderately heavy applications of lime and phosphate at seeding.
{1 Robensvillesiltloams. : %%0:;{%. Management for this crop is probably at a higher level than that for
i land s ‘ any other crop commonly grown in the county because of its exacting
tl Sapeosiltloam...... i B Third. requirements. It is dificult and on some soils impossible to obtain
p Wolftever silt loatn . ; soDo- good stands of alfalfa without adequate fertilization and liming.
‘ —— ‘ Rotations ordinarily practiced vary accorvdmg to the soils. On
; &%ﬁ'ﬁ:ﬂ{)’iﬁ{b"'r; Y the case of llage, narvesting, and othe bottom-land soils crops are rotated to some extent, but in many cases
m. CSoris e s e e o the wuse with which the productivit the rotations are not planned with any specinl regard for the mainte-
T well suited physically to the crops sonorally ewirn ¢ rolative s nance of productivity and good tilth. Corn and other intertilled
840450—53  (Fuce p. 100) crops are commonly grown year after year on the first bottoms. On
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some of the less productive bottom lands, hay or small grain crops are
introduced at relatively long intervals.

~ On upland soils cotfon or corn crops are grown 1 to 3 years or more
In succession, and then followed for 1 or 2 years by small grain and
lespedeza, soybean, or similar hay crops. A few upland areas have
been planted to colton year after year for long periods, but farmers
are following this practice less and less, and now the cotton is more
often followed by a winter crop of vetch, which is followed in spring
by corn.

Tillage is ordinarily on the contour for hilly and steep soils, but on
less steep ones it is generally not used. Strip cropping is not a general
practice, but terracing is becoming commonly used in rolling to hilly
country. Terracingisnot ordinarily used on'the undulating to sloping
Jand, especially in the red lands part of the county.

Pasture management is changing in the county. Permanent pasture
once received little lime or fertilizer, but now many farmers are
applying superphosphate and potash 'in moderate quantities. For
permanent pasture there are two commonly practiced systems of man-
agement. The first, essentially no management at all, is the unregu-
lated grazing of permanent pastures that receive no lime and fertilizer
and no manure except the droppings from the animals grazed. The
second type of management involves reseeding of soils that have been
used for crops requiring tillage. These are commonly reseeded to
lespedeza, redtop, orchard grass, Kentucky bluegrass, Dallis grass, or
common white clover. The pastures do not receive amendments after
reseeding in this managenaent, but ordinarily benefit to a small extent
from the line and phosphorus applied to the crops preceding. The

applications of amendments to those crops have generally been light,-

and therefore the benefits derived by the reseeded pastures are small.
Reseeding does provide pasture plants more desirable than those com-
monly existing on unimproved permanent pasture. Many of the
plants are tolerant of low nutrient levels, and though their productiv-
ity could be increased by good pasture management, their carrying
capacity is commonly above that of ymimproved pasture.

Furthermore, the yield data for ordinary management (columns B)
are based largely on observations, interviews, and the local experience
of farmers and agricultural workers. Crop yield data by soil types
over a period of years are used wherever available. Under the man-
agement commonly practiced, a summation of local experience is a
fairly retiable basis for estimates of expected yields.

Data on the crop yields farmers have obtained under good manage-
ment are scarce, and therefore the estimates of expecte(f yields under
good management (columns C) ave based largely on the best judgment
of men who have had experience with the soils and crops. “The esti-
mates ave subject to errors of judgment. The yields in columns C
are considered to be goals that can be reached by the majority of
farmers in the county if good management practices are used to the
limits practical.  On most soils, the same goal probably can be reached
by more than one combination of practices.

The best choice of management depends on the farm as a business
unit. On one farm it may be feasible, desirable, and profitable to
manage a soil in such way that yields exceed the goal; on others good
management may give yields in excess of the goal for one crop on a
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specified soil and yields below the goal for another crop on the same
sgiel. An idea of tyhe response to be expected from crops under a fea-
sibly good level of management can be obtained by comparing the
yields in columns C with those of columns B.

WATER CONTROL ON THE LAND

Water control on the land consists of those practices concerned with
the regulation of runoff and the maintenance of moisture conditions
in the soil that are favorable for the growth of a particular crop or
group of crops. These practices are (1) control of runoff. (2) px:(l)-
tection from floods, (3) drainage, and (4) irrigation. Many soils
could be improved in such way that absorption and retention of mois-
ture would be increased. o i

Protection of lands from floods has been limited to some straighten-
ing and clearing of stream channels and the building up of a fe}ﬁ
small dikes to protect bottom lands. Considerable damage is s(tlf
done at times by floodwaters, resulting in considerable scouring o
soils and also delay in planting. Since floods usually oceur early 1({1
spring before crops are planted, the crops are not greatly dnmsggl .

Drainage could be lmproved‘b{ greater use of open ditches and ti ?
drains, which would be especially useful for the quick removal o
surface water from potential pasture land. Only a limited amount
of tile drainage has been done in the county. _ .

Irrigation would doubtless increase crop production on mnr}ylsoi) s
in dry seasons, but it is now of little or no importance, It mlg'\lt, e
economically practical to supplement rainfall by 1\'1‘1‘;::\%1()!1 where
truck crops, gardens, or other high-value crops are grown. s

Two direct and undesirable results of too rapid nnm‘ﬂ are (1) O:T
of water that would otherwise be useful to plants and (2) loss of 501 :
The loss of water always results, while the loss of soil lll:l.t‘(’l'l:ll nm_\t
or may not occur. Of the two, the loss of soil mnter_ll:.ﬂ. is the illﬁs
apparent because it leaves the land In an eroded conc lt.lf)ll, an lm
effects of erosion are generally cumulative. Erosion is lm.ﬂbto )};
corrected by itself, because the loss of useful water and va ua lfg_ S(t)l
material are intimately associated in their causes, 1n theu. 1e (:l(zls,
one on the other, and in the practices designed for their control. ‘ 1;
conservation of both so;ll alm dwater is based on the proper control o

hat falls on the land. ) )
th%r‘: Etlfiar’tl‘ennessee Valley, of which this county is a part, a.serlles
of dams have been constructed to control and use t;l}e water in tlle
larger streams for the betterment of the peoplre. l.l.)e. ‘d‘:nﬁls 1111:1 b(e
navigation possible on the important waterways, dec l.(‘.lvb(, -()F(-bt] y
regulating the volume of flow, a‘nd provide a source of water ]0% )lle
production of electric energy. The effectiveness of the dams is fllgtj y
dependent on their ability to regulate the volume of flow. m‘.tY\e
larger streams. Most of these streams are feeders of t]}? mmln 111'\ ell'
system. Any measure that regulates the flow of \\':11%' 11?111] the anc
drained by these streams increases the effectiveness 0111._\13 (;;111;1e
system of dams. Moreover, the principal means of controlling floo Is
on these Teeder streams is that of holding the water on the land where

it falls.
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Water is absolutely necessary in the growth of plants, and even in
a region having as Kigh an annual rainfall as this county, lack of
water at the critical time of the year is frequently a limited factor.
Any measure that results in a more nearly adequate and even supply
of water on the land during the growing season will encourage in-
creased production of the plants on which the people depend for
their livelihood. Water is a natural resource that can be exploited
profitably both on the land and in the streams.

Runoft is retarded by vegetation in proportion to the density of
the cover and its ability to induce a soil condition that favors the
absorption und retention of water. In addition, the vegetative cover,
its root system, and its debris reduce the rate of runoff and bind the
soil particles so that the loss of soil material is decreased in the runoff
that does occur. Forests are effective in controlling runcff, as are
also hay, pasture grasses, legumes, and other sod-forming plants.
Small grains and other close-growing crops are somewhat less desirable
in runoff control, and intertilled crops are generally the least desirable,

Several soil charactevistics have a direct bearing on the problem
of runofl control, but slope is of outstanding importance. Other
characteristics being similar, steeply sloping soils are the most sus-
ceptible to damage by runoff and have the most restricted snitability
for agricultural use. Those soils having a smooth or nearly level
surface are the least susceptible to damage by runoff and in general
have the greatest range in suitability for agricultural use.  Other
characteristics of the soil having an important’b paring on runoff con-
trol are consistence, texture, and depth to bedrock. To the extent that
soils are susceptible, land use and crop rotations should generally be
adjusted to protect the land against runoff hazards by use of vegeta-
tive cover.

If the vegetative cover is to be of maximum effectiveness, it must
be vigorous in growth. Proper applications of lime, manure, and
fertilizer and the use of legumes in the rotation improve the vege-
tative cover and indivectly are a means of controlling runoff.  'These
practices are desirable not only for control of runoff but also for ef-
fective use of the water in crop production. Agricultural lime sup-
plies the plant nutrient caleium and adjusts the acidity of the soil.
Manure supplies nitrogen, potash, and ‘organic matter and aids in
maintaining a good physical condition in the soil. Mineral ferti-
lizers supply nitrogen, phosphorus, potash, and minor nutrient ele-
ments.  If properly imoculated, Iegumes fix nitrogen from the air,
and their root systems add organic matter and aid in maintaining a
good physical condition in the soil.

The soil should be tilled so 2s to leave it in a condition that will
retard runoft and favor absorption of water, The time and manner
of tillage should be arranged to leave the soil bare of vegetation as
Jittle as possible. Contour tillage is desirable on many slopes to re-
tard runoff. Contour strip cropping, gencrally most feasible and
most desirable on long slopes where the land is to be used for inter-
tilled erops, may be useful on steeper slopes.

Terracing and other engineering methods of water control are usu-
ally expensive. Terracing leaves many soils in such condition that
they can be restored to high productivity only after considerable
effort. The terraces also require maintenance, for if they are not
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more damage than if the land \vertla lﬁft
ingi i ace in water control, bu
ced. Engineering methods have a place in wa ¢
lfi?;rrli?leethey are to be rgesorted to only where runoff cannot b‘e cto.nl
trolled by those methods of good soil management that are essentia
oduction. ) p
fo%%g(t)go%n(‘)f water is not an isolated problem, but one involving all
the practices of good soil management that would ordinarily be em-
ployed. Itis a part of successful crop production and can be accom;
plished largely through good farming practices, including 1prope
choice and rotation of crops, proper fertilization and tillage, tl_le (égn-
trol of insects, pests, and diseases, and, in some places, application

of engineering methods.
MORPHOLOGY, GENESIS, AND CLASSIFICATION OF SOILS
FACTORS OF SOIL FORMATION

maintained, they may cause

il 3 roduct of soil-forming processes acting on materials
deggélit;il t(])lf :S:cumulated by geologic agencies. The c_hfllractelrlstillcf
of the soil at any given point depend on (1) thoe p]1y51%1 a;u ]ri]der
eralogical composition of the parent material; (2) the c imate u fer
which the soil material has accumulated and existed since t{’cm-n{!e‘f
tion; (3) the plant and animal life on and in the soil; (4? f\e 1'? 1le >
or la’y of the land; and (5) the length of tune the force; 01_ smt ( -
velopment have acted on the soil material. The effect of c ima te ;)e
soil development depends not only on such factors as t.gm.pel af“thej
rainfall, and humidity, but also on the physical chamctex]lst.lc?i o
soil or soil material and the relief, which in turn strong y1 inf ulences
drainage, aeration, runoff, erosion, and exposure to sun anc t\;’mc ive

Climate and vegetation (including all biotic forces):m] e lle ilc 10r
factors of soil genesis. They influence the parent mater ml anl( c }agce
it from a heterogeneous mass of inert matter to a boc ly ; )(z:vtmtz? a
definite genetic morphology. The effects of climate anc \‘e,:el a 11:<1)n
on parent material are guided or limited to varying def;élee )1y he
modifying influence of relief and the way in which 1t a glctil( r:mtx(;
age, the quantity of water that percolates through the §101 s lle z-la
of natural erosion, the vegetation that grows on the soil, an;lo t1}er
conditions. The nature of the parent material itself also gul(;s. uz
action resulting from the forces of climate and vegetation. . men_l
material is important in determmméz the effective climate of a so1

] qinds of vegetation it supports. ] .

mlg‘itliﬁll\yl, tilme is involved. Cl\Eggeq oceur over a perl od of t]lﬂe,ﬁ m;d
therefore the age of a soil is a factor in its genesis. Time reflects the
degree to whicl a soil hus developed into a body in equilibrium \\'1tlh
its environment. Development toward equilibrium depends not only
on time, however, but also on the rate at which the forces of _cllu{mi)te
and vegetation. act. 'l(‘ihe mt(;.; of tt]\(_*n]' action is in turn guided by
actors of relief and parent material. . . )
th?I‘{x:s tfal:tors of soil gerl)lesis are so closely interrelated in their ef-
fects on the soil that few generalizations can be made regarding the
effects of any one if conditions are not specified for the others. Thfley
are so complex in their interrelations that many of the processes tak-
ing place in the development of soils are unknown.

849450—53——8
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ENVIRONMENT AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF SOILS

The parent material of the soils can be considered in two broad
classes: (1) Material residual from the weathering of rock in pla:te
and (2) material transported by water or gr:u’itvbzmd laid down as
unconsolidated deposits of clay, silt, sand, and lavuer rock fragmengs
Material in the first class is related directly to the underlying racks
from whick it was derived, and material of the second class, to th\é
sm’]s or rock from which it has washed or fallen. ’

The residual parent material has its source in residnum’ weathered
from consolidated sedimentary rocks—limestone and cherty limestone ;
the soils developed from this material strongly reflect many of its
characteristics. Geologically, the rocks are zx”erv old, as thg were
I){udw c]lp;vn :{s uncons?]idated sediments and gl'a‘duall),r conveg,ted to
:1(1)2512\}((31}{)2((1(11 eo(il\. Nearly all of the rock formations of the county

Q 7, 3 o 3 .
\\-igllhﬁ 1%1(?11511(11?1‘ Sloocll)(egof;)?g (1) isxdual l.naterm] are generally associated
i 7 ations or parts of them. Decatur and Dewe
soils are (Innmon.]y associated with high-grade limestone of the Tus)-,
cumbia (St. Louis and Warsaw formation of the Carboniferous sys-
tem) and with the Chickamauga of the Ordovician svstem.‘ M‘m{‘
Mimosa, and Hollywood soils generally overlay high-grade ‘;r 1‘1,-,
]‘aceons limestone rock of the Chickamauga formation. Daxter (Di%k-
;Em? li)odme (pl. 9, 4), Lawrence, and Sango soils overlay vocks of the
ort Payne chert of the Mississippian system. ’

The character of the transported material in the second class is als
reflected in the soils derived from it. Nearly all of the Ca bsl(rn:r)
soil, derived from a mixture of transported materials of lilr;czto;xe
sn.ndstone, and shale, is along the Elk River, which rises in the area
of sandy soils in Tennessee. Soils of the Dellrose, Greendale /t\‘ber(
nathy,. Ooltewah, Guthrie, Cumberland, Etowah, Wolftever, AT‘\ft-
Robertsville, Humphreys, Huntington, Fgam, Lindside, Melvin, En-
nis, and Bruno series ave derived from transparted material consist-
m;z‘mmnly of the products of limestone decomposition. ‘

Though there is a rather cousistent relation between the soils and
the kinds of parent material, some soil characteristics ei@pecisllll
f]»l'(zi% r;)t i:e_glonal significance in soil genesis, cannot be cm'relateg
f‘a I(‘,flo r's?e kinds of parent material and must be attributed to other

I'he climate of the county is temperate and continental. Tt is char-
acterized by long warm summers, short mild winters, and ro]ﬁtivé]
high rainfall.  The moderately high temperatures favor ra i’d‘ 1 v
ll'fll reactions under the maoist. conditions that. exist in (h:\pwﬂ( l:lem(;
of the time. The high rainfall favors rather intense Jeaching, “l’:d
bases and such soluble materials are leached completely from the %.:)'1
with the less soluble materials and colloidal matter translocated dox\v111’
ward. Becanse the soil is frozen for short periods and to shall :
depths in winter, the processes of weathering are int'enéiﬁ.od‘ 0‘(‘17
the translocation of materials accelerated. Climatic conditions 51 ’
little within the county, and therefore differences in the soil a l‘ m1y
as;(fgl:[ll'ed with those in parent materials. are closey

Tigher ple icro-organi ar
i hghe rxl-dpilnutl]tlse, sr(r)lill(::g n(zlrfigi;lllltlsraa)s,.teu thw?rms, and other forms of

; e to its morp hology. The changes they
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bring about depend, among other things, on the kinds of life present
and the life processes peculiar to each. The kinds of plants and ani-
mals living on and in the soil are determined by many factors of en-
virohment, including climate, parent material, relief, age of the soil,
and other organisms in or on the soil. The influence of climate is most
apparent but not always most important in determining the kinds of
higher plants that grow on the well-drained, well-developed soils. Be-
canse climate does exert this influenice on higher plants, it has a power-
ful indirect influence on the morphology of soils. -Climate and vege-
tation acting together are the two active factors of soil genesis.

At the time of early settlement, an oak-pine-hickory-chestnut forest
association covered the well-drained, well-developed red soils. Except
for the lack of pine, the association was the same for the gray soils.
The density of the stands, the relative proportions of species, aund the
associated ground cover probably differed. Among the well-drained,
well-developed soils of the county, however, few marked differences in
morphology are the direct result of differences in the vegetative cover.

The trees that commonly grow in this area feed moderately deep to
deep ou the plant nutrients in the soil. To a large extent they are
deciduous trees. According to species, the leaves differ considerably
in their content of various plant nutrients, but in general the leaves
of deciduous plants return to the soil a high quantity of bases and
phosphorus in comparison with that returned by coniferous trees. In
this area the essential plant nutrients are therefore returned to the
upper part of the soil from the lower, and the depleting action of per-
colating waters is retarded.

Considerable organic litter is added to the soil in the form of leaves,
twigs, roots, and entire plants. Practically all of this is added to the
upper soil layers. There it is acted upon by micro-organisms, earth-
worms, and other forms of life, and changes also occur by direct chemi-
cal reactions. Little is known of the micro-organisms, earthworms, and
other population of the soil, but their importance in soil development
is probably no less than that of the higher plants. Organic material
decomposes rather rapidly in this area because temperature and mois-
ture conditions are favorable to the maintenance of the micropopula-
tion. Organic material does not accumulate on well-drained sites in
this county to the extent that it does on sites of equally good drainage
in cooler regions.

The well-drained, well-developed soils have been formed under rela-
tively similar conditions of climate and vegetation. Climate and vege-
tation have had the maximum of influence, and there has been a mini-
mum modification by relief and age. As a result, soils developed from®
various kinds of parent materinl have many churneteristics in common.

In the virgin condition all the well-drained, well-developed soils have
on their surfaces a layer of organic debris in varying stages of decom-
position. All have dark-colored A, horizons and A, horizons lighter
in color than either the A, or B. ‘The B horizon, heavier than the A, or
A,, is generally a uniform yellow, brown, or red. Among the different

soils, the C horizon is variable in color and texture but is usually light
red or yellow mottled with gray or brown.

Analyses of soil samples were not included in this survey, but the
analyses of a number of comparable soils from Jefferson County, Tenn.,
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can be expected to apply to these (18). In those analyses, the silica
content decreased and the alumina and iron contents inereased in the
profile with depth. The content of organic matter was moderate in
the A, horizon, less in the A,, and very low in the B and C horizons,
The soils were low in hases and phosphorus within the solum. In aen-
eral, the loss on ignition was low, indicating a low content of very
tightly held water. The soils were medium, strongly, or very strongly
acid throughout.  The quantity of silt usually decreased with depth,
and from the .\, horizan through the C the quantities of clay and
colloid inereased with depth. The colloid content of the B horizon
was much higher than that of the A, hovizon.

The foregoing charactevistics are common to the profiles of all well-
developed, well-drained soils that have been subjected to similar cli-
mate and vegetation. They are therefore common to soils of zonal
extent and can be called zonal soils. Zomnal soils, members of one of
the classes of highest category in soil classification, are defined as any
one of the great groups of soils having well-developed soil character-
isties that reflect the influence of the active factors of soil genesis—cli-
mate and living organisms (78). In some places in the county where
pavent material not extreme in phvsical or chemical character has been
in_place a long time withont being subject to extreme conditions of
relief, the soils developed from it have the characteristics of zonal
soils.

Where parent material has been in place only a short time, as in the
case of very recently deposited transported material, the soils have
very poorly delined genetic horizons, or none. ‘These soils are young
and have few or none of the characteristics of zonal soils and are thero-
fore called azonal soils (72).  Azonal soils are members of a second
class in the highest category of soil elassification and are defined as
any group of soils without well-developed prolile characteristics, owing
to their youth or conditions of parent material or relief that prevent
the developmient of normal soil-profile characteristics (18).

Azonal soils of this county are characterized by an A, horizon
moderately dark to very darle in color and apparently moderate to
fuirly high in content of oraanic matter. Also distinguishing them is
the absence of a zone of Muviation, or B horizon. and parent material
usnally lighter in color and similar to or convser or finer in textnre
than the .\, horizon. These may be referred (o as AC soils becanse
the B horizon is absent.

L velief the soils of the county range from level to steep. On some
of the steep areas the quantity of water percolating throngh the soil
i relatively small and mueh of the water rans off. On sieh steep
areas the rapid rate of runofl contributes to relatively rapid geologic
erosion and the soils are therefore young. The materials are con-
stantly renewed or mixed. and changes brought abont by vegetation
and climate may be so slight that the soils have an AC profile. These
soils are also classed as azonal.

On some nearly level areas in the county where both internal and
external -drainage are restricted, or where geologic erosion is very
slow; the soils formed from materials that have been in place a long
time. They are marked by certain well-developed profile character-

PLATE 9

Soil Survey of Limestone County, Alabama

4, Cut through Bodine cherty silt Toam, hilly phase, shu\\'ing the l'll.el‘fi\' l'cs.l(z};l-u:l-
’ '((1) from the Fort Payie chiert formation and the massive rock (o) of Cha
ranooga shale along the hase of the cut. . _ . . )
B tISe(\‘i*%ely eroded area of hilly Maury and Mimosa soils in \\h[uh bedrock has
' expos ac rosi ing to pour maniagement.
cen exposed by accelerated cerosion ow ing ! '
C qut in ll')el]roso cherty silt loam, eroded hilly phase, showing the dvp‘t!.n 'oﬁ tl.lf!
'(‘llel'(\' colluvial materint (@) over restduiim in place awl (h) from argillace-

ous limestone.
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istics that zonal soils do not have. Such soils are associated geo-
graphically with the zonal soils and are called intrazonal (72). They
are defined as soils with more or less well-developed soil character-
istics that reflect the dominating influence of some local factor of re-
lief, parent material, or age over the normal effect of the climate and
vegetation (78). The characteristics of intrazonal soils in this county
are generally those resulting from a level relief, and they have been
influenced greatly by the kind of parent material and vegetation.

Soils of each of the three broad classes—zonal, azonal, and intra-
zonal—may be derived from similar kinds of parent material. The
major differences among the soils in any one of these classes is closely
related to differences in the kinds of parent material from which they
hiave been derived. The soils developed from residual material vary
in thickness over the rock from which they have formed. This varia-
tion is caused partly by the resistance of the rock to weathering, by the
volume of the residue after weathering, and by the rate of geologic
erosion. The chemical and physical nature of the parent material
modifies the rate and direction of chemical changes resulting from the
action of climate and vegetation. The kind of parent material also
exerts a pronounced influence on the kinds of vegetation,

Rocks also have contributed to differences among soils through their
effects on relief. The rock formations in much of the connty are very
old and almost level-bedded. The present relief probably resnlts
largely from the geologic weathering and erosion of those formations.
The higher lands are capped by the more resistant kinds of rock, and
the valleys are underlain by those less resistant. The ridges of the
northern part of the county are capped by Fort Payne chert, whereas
the deep valleys in that part are underlain by argillaceous and shaly
limestone. The ridges and valleys of the red lands, or southern part
of the county, are underlain by high-grade limestone.

The nearly level soils in the limestone areas have exceptionally good
internal drainage becanse the water is carried away through caverns
and erevices in the fairly level-bedded rock strata. This excellent sub-
terranean drainage in the aréas underlain by limestone counteracts the
effects that nearly level relief usually has on drainage. The nature of
the parent rock therefore is allowed to dominate in determining local
differences among the well-developed, well-drained soils formed from
residual material—soils that are subject to similar forces of climate and

vegetation in this county.
CLASSIFICATION OF SOILS

The classification of soils is here based on their characteristics. In
soil taxonomy the normal soil profile serves as a basis for comparing
soils. In this county, the normal profile is characterized by a fairly
light-colored and coarse-textured surface layer, or A horizon; a uni-
formly colored and rather fine-textured subsoil, or B horizon; and a
lighter colored and, in general, coarser textured parent-material Inyer,
or C horizon.

The three most frequently used units of classification have been de-
seribed in Soil Survey Methods and Definitions, but they are reviewed
here for convenience. The simplest unit of classification is the soil
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phase, which has the narrowest range of all observable characteristics
both external and internal. Tt is the unit about which the greatest
number of statements can be made most precisely. v

A soil type has a wider range in characteristics, and fewer and less
specific statements can be made about it than about the soil phases
that constitute the type, unless there is only one soil phase in the type.

Soil types having layers, or horizons, similar in such characteristics
as color, thickness, and arrangement but different in texture and as-
sociated characteristics, as consistence, are grouped in series. In gen-
eral, differences in texture nmong soil types of the same series are re-
flected in all layers, but the types are defined in terms of the texture
of the surface layer. Fewer and less specific statements can be made
about the soil series as a whole than about any of its types, unless there
1s only one soil type in the series. ’

_Soil series may be grouped in higher categories. Members of the
highest category are called soil orders. There are three soil orders
namely—zonal, ntrazonal, and azonal. In table 8 the soil series of the
county are classified by soil orders and great soil gronps.

GREAT SOIL GROUPS

. The classification of soil series in higher categories is based on
limited data, principally those characteristics that can be observed in
the field. The correct classitication of some of the soil series is not
known; that of others is well known. An attempt has been made to
place each series in the correct great soil group, but further study may
prove the classification to be incorrect in some instances.

Limestone County is in the region of Red and Yellow Podzolic soils
and contains zonal order soils of both the Red and Yellow Podzolic
great soil groups. The mmtrazonal order is represented by soils of the
Planosol and Rendzina great soil groups; the azonal order, by soils
of the Lithosol and Alluvial groups. A classification ot the soil series
of the county in higher categorics and some of the factors contribut-
ing to their morplivlogy are given in table 8.

RED PODZOLIC SOILS

Soils of the Red Podzolic great soil group are a zonal group of

soils having thin organic and organic-mineral lIayers over a yellowish-
brown leached layer, which rvests on an illuvial red horizon. This
group has developed under a deciduous or mixed forest in a warm-
temperate moist climate (18). The soil-forming processes involved
are laterization and podzolization.
_ The Red Podzolic soils in this county have the common character-
istics of Red Podzolic soils and apparently have developed under
relatively similar conditions of climate and vegetation. They are
well drained, and, although they range somewhat in degree of ma-
turity, are sufliciently old to have at least a moderately well developed
Red Podzolie soil profile. In relief they range from level to steep
but differences among their profiles probably do not result primarih"
from slope differences. There are marked differences among the
parent materials of the various soils with which many of the differ-
ences among soil profiles can be correlated.
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Soils of the Baxter series are residual from cherty limestone or
limestone interbedded with thin layers of chert. The material from
which the soil is derived is relatively high in insoluble matter, par-
ticularly silica, which occurs in the form of chert. Generally the

uantity of insoluble material in the parent rock increases from the

ecatur through the Dewey and Cookeville soils to the Baxter, and
the colors of the A and B horizons become lighter in the same pro-
gression, those of the Baxter being lightest. .

The Baxter soils occur mainly on rolling to steep lands, but some
areas have undulating relief. In general the soils occupy areas that
break down from broad tracts of the Dickson, where better oxidation
has taken place. Judging by the relatively thin layer of Baxter soil
over bedrock, the parent material breaks down rather slowly. Erosion
is relatively slow in forested areas but rather rapid in cultivated ones.

These soils are developed in a warm-temperate moist climate under
a deciduous cover of post, red, and white oaks; elm ; sweetgum ; hick-
ory; yellow-poplar; dogwood; and other associated trees. The tim-
ber growth has been rank on_the Decatur and Dewey soils, slightly
lighter on the Cookeville and Baxter, and still lighter on the Dickson
soils.

The following is a profile description of Baxter cherty silt loam,
rolling phase, in a virgin forested area having a slope range of 5 to
12 percent and no apparent erosion,

Ao, 2 to 0 inches, dark brown forest litter underlain by fine granular cherty

silt loam.

A, As. O to 10 inches, grayish-brown cherty silt loam; chert present in hard
flintlike fragments or porous and very light fragments.

B.. 10 to 16 inches, yellowish-brown friable silty clay loam; contains many
angular chert fragments of various sizes and shapes.

B.. 16 to 30 inches, bright brownish-yellow very cherty clay loam.

B.. 30 to 40 inches, yellowish-red very cherty clay loam or silty clay loam.

C. 40 to 48 inches, light brownish-red, mottled with yellow and gray, very
cherty clay loam to silty clay loam; more intensely mottted with
yellow and gray in lower part; below depth of 48 inches material
consists of partly disintegrated cherty limestone that is underlain
at a lower depth by less weathered hard cherty limestone.

Soils of the Cookeville series are residual from cherty limestone
or high-grade limestone interbedded with thin layers of chert. These
formations are only moderately high in insoluble material, as silica.
Where silica ocenrs, it is in the form of chert. 'In general, the quan-
tity of insoluble material in the parent rock increases from the Deca-
tur throngh the Dewey to this series, and in general the colors of
the A and B horizons become lighter in the same progression.

The Cookeville soils generally occur on undulating to gently rolling
aveas. In many cnses the border areas of Dewey soil are between
areas of the Decatur or Dewey and large tracts of the nearly level
Dickson. As a rule, erosion has been rather slow in forested areas
and only moderately rapid in cleaved fields. These soils evidently
developed in a warm-temperate moist climate under a cover of red,
white, searlet, and post onks; elmj hickory; yellow-poplar; dogwood;
other decidous trees ; and underbrush common to the area. Apparently
the timber growth was rank on the Deeatur and Dewey soils, some-
what lighter on the Cookeville, and still lighter on the Baxter and

Dickson.




TasLe 8.—Classification of the soil series of Limestone County, Ala., in higher categories, and three factors that have con-

tributed to differen

ces * in soil morphology

Zoxavr So1Ls

G

réat soil group and series

Relief

? Parent material

Time 2

Red Podzolic:

Baxter_____________._ Undulating to steep______________ ' Residuum from weathering of cherty limestone_| Medium to long.
Cookeville_ _.._ eeman Undulating to rolling_ . __ ________ Residuum from weathering of mixed high-grade | Long.
v and cherty limestone.
Cumberland___________ Nearly level to hilly_ ____________ Alluvium from limestone, shale, and sandstone. _ Do.
Decatur. . __._________ Nearly level to rolling_._.__.___._ Residuum from weathering of high-grade lime- Do.
stone.
Dewey_ .o __._. Nearly level to hilly - __ . ________|.____ QO e 0.
Etowah______________. Nearly level to undulating________ Alluvium from limestone, shale, and sandstone___] ‘Medium.
o Maury. ____________.. Undulating to hilly . _____________ Residuum from weathering of phosphatic lime- | Long.
stone.
Yellow Podzolic:
Capshaw . ____________ Nearly level . oo .. ___._.__ Alluvium from limestone, shale, and sandstone._ Do. -
Dellrose (lithosoliey.._ - Hilly______ . _____._ . _______.. Colluvium from cherty limestone and overlying | Short to medium.
phosphatic limestone.
Greendale_____________ " Gently sloping or nearly level.____ Colluvium from cherty limestone______._______ Do.
Humphreys_....____._. Nearlvlevel. o _____.___.______._ Alluvium derived from cherty limestone________ Medium.
Mimosa_ _ - ____.__._._ Gently rolling to hilly.__.________ Residuum from weathering of argillaceous lime- Do.
: stone.
INTRAZONAL SoILS
E
Planosols: | . ) )
Dickson_ . _____._..___. i Nearly level to rolling____________ Residuum from weathering of cherty limestone_. .| Very long.
Guthrie________.______ Nearly level or slightly depressed._. Resi%uuﬁnl and local alluvium from limestone Do.
and shale.
Lawrence.-_o_.____._ Nearly level or depressional ... ___ Residuum from weathering of cherty limestone_._ Do.
Robertsville__ Nearly level .. . _________________ Alluvium from limestone andshale_.___________ Do.
35S 170 P M [ Lo Y Residuum from weathering of cherty limestone___ Do.
Taft - o oomeeemeoadil 1o £ T Alluvium from limestone and shale_ . _.________ Do.
Wolftever___ .. __....i_..__ 5 (- TN EUPUERPR R [ L S U PR Long.
Rendzina: . .
Hollywood._ ... _..._l.o.__ [ L T Local alluvium from weathering of argillaceous | Short

limestone.

Azo

NaL SoiLs

Lithosols:

Bodine. _ .. oo o.o_--

Alluvial:

Abernathy____..__. ...
Bruno_ .. oooooooo..

Huntington_ ....______

Lindside.. - cccoeooo.-

Qoltewah_________.____
With glei layer:

Melvin_ .o ooo..-

Hilly and steep______ _.._______..

Nearly level or slightly depressed.- -
Nearly level

o
Nearly level or slightly depressed..

Nearly level . . oo ...

Residuum from weathering of cherty limestone. .

Local alluvium from limestone_ . _ ... ...
Alluvium from sandstone and to some extent
from limestone.
Alluvium chiefly from limestone__ ... _.--...__
Alluvium from cherty limestone_._____..__..__
Alluvium chiefly from limestone_____.__. .. ...
d

Alluvium from high-grade limestone and cherty
limestone.

Short to medium,
Very short.
Do.
Do.
Short.
Very short.
Do.
Do.

Very short to me-
dium.

t Two factors, climate and vegetation, are relatively uniform throughout the county and therefore cannot account for the broad
differences in the soils. .
2 The relative length of time that the material appears to hav ]
3 Two miscellancous land types—Limestone rockland and Rough gullied land (Decatur, Dew
are also classified as Lithosols.

e been in place, as manifested by the degree of profile development.

ey, and Cumberland soil materials)—
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r . . . . .
. The following profile description of Cookeville silt loam, undulat-
mg phase, is in a virgin forested area having a slope range of 2.5
to & percent and no apparent.erosion.

A 1to 0 inch., dirk grayish-brown silt loam ; contains a large quantity of
organic litter and only a small guantity of mineral matter; appar-
gn_t.ly material has not been burned in many years.

A 0 to b inches, grayish-brown friable to mellow silt loam; contains many
small roots and root and insect holes; very gradual transition to

_ liuyer below.

A, S to 11 inchf’*s, vellowish-brown friable silt loam with slightly reddish-
prown feathering ; crumb to nutlike structuve: numerous root and
insect holes stained by organic matecial from overlying layers;
many medium-sized roots. '

11 to 20 inches, brownish- to reddish-yellow heavy silt lonm with crumb
structure: some pores eaused by roots and inseets throngh which
some organic stains have filtered from above; material easily
spaded.

B. 20 to ?4 inches, light yellowish-red silty clay loam; contains some red-
dish soft rock fragments and a few small chert fragiments ; material
is compact huat shows crumb stracture when broken; J’(!y\vm' roots
in this layer than in those above, ’

24 to 28 inches, yellowish-red silty clay compact in place; nut to
crumb structure when spaded; containsy a few small chért frag-
ents, a few live roots, and some root holes ; faint yellow mottling in

) Jower part,

Ch 28 to d‘s inchies, compact and mattled yellowish-red, griay, and yellowish
silty clay loam; appears to be a laver of h:u'd[x:m‘; mmtains small
cl}@rt fragments and only a few roots and worm holes; difficult to

) dig when dry but when dug breaks into irregular frazments.

C. 38 tu‘(j(i incheés -, brownish-red silty clay mottled in some places but
free of mottling in others; material packed in places but not
so mnch as that of layer above; breaks into fragments when dug
out; some smill chert fragments are in nearly all parts.

,'I:ho profile just deseribed is slightly desper than it is in some places.
The soil is strongly acid in all layers except the uppermost, whicl is
medium acid. Undisturbed soil in forested areas generally has a
1- to 2-inch covering of forest litter. -

The Cumberland are well-developed Red Podzolic soils on high ter-
races. The relief ranges from level to hilly but is mostly undulating
to roJling. The soils are derived from old alluvium consisting chieﬂ;
of material washed from Iands underlain by high-grade limestone.
Their substrata are more open and porous and they are slightly more
friable thronghout than the Decatur or Dewey soils. The relatively
high content of bases in the parent material would be expected to re-
tard impoverishment of the eluvial horizon in these soils, but the
material has been in place suflicient time to allow developn,lent of a
Red Podzolic soil comparable to the Decatur or Dewey.

The Cimberland soils are relatively fertile and good in moisture-
holding capacity. These two factors probably expﬁlin the relatively
high content of organic matter in the upper layer, which has resulted
at least in part, from a morve luxuriant vegetative cover than that on
soils of lower fertility. These soils have developed in a warm-tem-
perate moist climate under a forest cover of ouks, hickory, yellow-pop-
lar, sweetguin, dogwood, and other hardwood decidnous trees with
which a few pines are intermixed in places.

The following describes a profile of Cumberland silt loam, undu-
Jating phase, that has been cultivated for many years: ’

B..

B..

&
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A,. 0 to 5 inches, brown to reddish-brown friable granular silt loam; contains
some organic matter and is easily plowed or spaded; change to the
layer below is rather abrupt, as this one extends to plow depth.

As. 5 to 8 inches, reddish-brown to brown friable silt loam; darker in some
spots, lighter in others; contains some sand and a few dark-brown
ironlike concretions; some root and insect holes and roots present.

B,. 8 to 15 inches, reddish-brown silt loam ; slightly heavier than the layer
above; contains a few sand particles, some fine mica flakes, water-
worn gravel, ironlike concretions, and many pores caused by pene-
tration of roots and insects; breaks into rather large fragments
that crush to particles of medium-crumb size.

B,. 15 to 21 inches, yellowish-red friable silt lonm; less brown and more red
than the layer above; contains many fine mica fragments, some
fine sand, and an oceasional water-worn piece of gravel; breaks
into nutlike particles easily crushed to a crumbly mass; transi-
tion is gradual from layer nbove and to layer below.

Bs. 21 to 39 inches, red to slightly yellowish-red friable and firm silt loam
to silty clay lonn; contains a few purplish-red splotches, fine sand
and mica particles, and many pores; granular to crumblike in
structure and not difficult to spade.

C.. 39 to 66 inches, bright-red friable silty clay loam slightly tinged with
vellow ; firm in place but fine sund and mica particles present tend
to make spading ensy ; contains some small concretions and purplish
rock fragments; lumps of material readily crushed to a granular
mass,

In virgin areas a layer of forest litter 14 to 1 inch thick covers the
surface, and the A, layer is 2 to 4 inches thick. The soil is medium
acid in all parts of the profile when it occurs in such forested areas.

Soils of the Decatur series are characterized by their red subsoil
horizons. The soil is friable when broken up but relatively tight in
place. The position, relief, and thickness of the soils suggest rapid
weathering of the limestone from which they are derived. After
weathering, the limestone leaves only a small quantity of insoluble
residue. ‘The soils erode rather readily when cultivated but appar-
ently not so rapidly under natural vegetation. Xrosion probably ac-
counts in purt for their thickness over bedrock. Like other zonal soils
in the county, these have developed under a deciduous to somewhat
mixed forest vegetation and a warm-temperate moist climate. They
are strongly to medium acid thronghout the profile.

Following is u description of a virgin profile of Decatur silt loam,
slightly eroded undulating phase:

A,. % inch of forest litter.

A. O to 2 inches, durk grayish-brown granular mellow to friable silt loam
containing many small roots; more gray appears when material
is dry; reaction, acid.

Az 2 to 6 inches, light-brown to yellowish-brown friable and fairly mellow
silt loam; contains a fairly good quantity of organic matter; reac-
tion,” medium acid.

B, 6 to .14 inches, yellowish-red to bright-red friable silty clay loam that
breaks into angular fragments; rather firin in plice but somewhat
tight when dry; penetrated by few roots; reaction, strongly acid.

B.. 14 to 30 inches, yellowish-red to brownish-red silty clay loam that
breaks into angular fragments; as in layer above, material is rather
tight in place and difficult to spade when dry; material bores out
with a slick gloss when not too wet,

B.. 30 to 40 inches, brownish-red to red silty clay lonm; breaks into frag-
ments when only moist to dry ; somewhat tight in place and difficult
to dig when dry ; very gradual transition to the layer below.

* Approximate pH of the materials described in this section was determined in
the field by the use of several single-indicators at the time the soil was described.
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C. 40 to GO inches, more nearly yellowish-red silty clay loam than layer
above; contains some grit and fine chert fragments in lower part;
breaks into small fragments when dry.

Soils of the Dewey series are developed from the residuum of lime-
stone higher in content of some insoluble materials, particularly silica,
than is the rock underlying soils in the Maury or like series. On the
average these soils are possibly less thick over bedrock than the
Decatur.  Thickness over bedrock varies from place to place in both
soils, but variation is possibly greater in this series. As with the
Decatur, the soil is developed under a deciduous to somewhat. mixed
forest vegetation and a warm-temperate moist climate, but it 1s some-
what lighter in texture and color and not so firm or compact in the
subsoil. Before the land was cleared, the forest included red, black,
Spanish, and white oaks; hickory; dogwood: sweetgum ; other hard-
woods; and, in places, some pine.  Soils of this series are strongly acid
throughout the profile. )

The profile is rather.deep compared to that in some other areas.
The following is a profile description of Dewey silt loam, slightly
eroded undulating phase, in a cultivated field : ’

A:.. 0 to 6 inches, brown to light-brown mellow silt loam; contains some
organic matter and occasionally a chert fragment; rather abrupt
change to lower layer, partly beeause this is at the plow depth.

Aa 6 to 11 inches, brown to light reddish-brown friable silt loam to silty

clay loam streaked with darker brown ; materinl erushes to granular

mass when fairly dry; oceasional chert fragments; very gradual
change to layer below.

11 to 27 inches, yellowish-red heavy silt loam to silty clay lonm; a few
pores, fine roots, and worm holes appear; material erushes readily
to a granular mass; some darker streaks and stains and tine roots
extenid down from layer above; not difficult to spade.

B.. 27 to 37 inches, yellowish-red silty clay loam that breaks into angular

fragments; materinl lightly compucted in place; hard when dry;
a few pores and some dark stains on surface of fragments; gradual
change to lower layer.

Ba. 37 to 42 inches, yellowish-red silty clay Toam to silfy clay: material
compact and hard and breaks into fragments when spaded ; contains
an oceasional chert fragment ; rather abrupt change to laver below.

Ci. 42 to 52 inches, dark-red to slightly lghter red silty clay slightly
feathered with geay; material tight in place but falls apart into
angular fragments when broken locse; contains some chert
fragments.

C.. 52 to G1 inches, red silty clay with some gray and yellow mottling; tight
in place and breaks out in fragments; contains some chert particles.

C.. 61 inchies 4, dark-red mottied lightly with grayv and yellow ; eompact and
diflicult to spade; texture, silty clay to clay; some chert fragments
included. .

Soils of the Ttowah series ave moderately well-developed Red
Podzolic soils of the low terraces. They occupy level to undulating
relief and range from weakly acid in the surface layer to medium acid
in other parts. They are derived from moderately old alluvium
washed mainly from soils underlain by high-grade limestone. Their
rather open substrata favor leaching, but the relatively high content
of bases in the parent material would he expected to vetard mpover-
ishment of the eluvial horizon. The parent material is similar to that
of the Cumberland, but it hasheen in place a shorter time. Apparently
age is the principal factor of difference between the two series.

This series developed under a cover of hardwood forest—oak of the
moderately low land, hickory, sweetgum, beech, wild cherry, dogwood,

B
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redcedar, sycamore, redbud, and numerous shrubs like huckleberry.
The climate is warm-temperate and moist. In many c]lql'actellstgzls,
particularly color, the more nearly mature soils of this series resemble
the Dewey, but they generally have a more fmab]g subsoil. l> "
The profile description following is that of Etowah silt loam, lev e1
phase, in a lightly forested newly prepared pasture area that 1lm(
apparently received.an application of some form of limestone a short
time previous to examination.
i 'yl 'k-brow i am; tains many roots,
As 0 to 2 inches, grayish dark-brown mellow silt lo‘un., con T
’ sters, f;nd Jeaves in all stages of decay; easily spaded and grades
rather sharply into layer below, . .

A.. 2 to 10 inches, brown to grayish-brown mellow sll_t loam; contains s?me
) organic stains from layer above and many live roots and root and
insect holes; crushes easily to a granular-crumb mass when moder-

ately moist and spades easily. ) . ] .

B, 10to 23 i};lches, yellowish-red or yellowish-brown f}‘mble and .granular §1lt
o loam; stained slightly with organic materinl from the oyer]ymg‘
layer ; roots, root holes, and insect holes not so numerous as in layer

above. . .

3 32 inc ish- X rish-brown silt loam to silty clay

Ba. 23 tolg:fn:l;dl]iegsl')g;“g(‘)vx;i}zllétegd t(i)n3 (31]:1)2‘(;? he}asil‘;v spaded and falls into
¥ HR r root and insect holes.

32 tof;{llgi?ﬁ?etss, ’rte(ilv(vlirs(i)(i;i;)low lightly compacted silty clay loam; s.lightly

sticky when wet ; some pores but fewtlive roots at this depth; a few
'n ironlike ‘retions are present.

41 tobrég‘ lilnlé](:::l:l\;i{gl(:?(:'ggl(;)ilsh-yelllz)w or brownish-yellow lightly com-
pacted silty clay loam; spades ea;ily and falls' into a fragme_snt'my
mass; some feathering orb mottling of gray in lower part; very

radu erial below.

. 52 inglll‘(;g u—;il, csllllut‘;'g(el :1(3)' T(:lnttlr: t‘:) clay loam very mottled wi_th d:.n:k broxzn,
grayish yellow, and rust brown; contains some soft m?nhke concre-
tions: material compacted or lightly cemented and spades into a
mass,of irregular fragments; water table probul)ly. oceurs much
of the wetter part of the year; tests indicate Jayer is slightly less
acid than some of those above.

Maury soils are characterized by brown and yellowish-brown sub-
soil horizons. The parent material is from 7phospha(:lc h‘mest.(ine, a
distinguishing feature from Dewey soils. When wet, the.s_? SOI'IS‘h{lIi';E‘
only slightly more plastic in the subsoil than the Dewey soi -S.ll te‘L
depth to limestone bedrock varies considerably but is generally a 5
depth of 8 to 10 feet. As they occur here, the Maury aveas are mily
remnants of Central Basin materials, and they may not be so fully
representative of the series as areas farther north in Tennessee. . Ap:1
parently the parent rocks weather rather rapidly, and erosion is 1ap1(f
(pl. 9, B). The soils have developed mostly under :'1‘f01(zst cover of
deciduous trees in a warm-temperate moist climate. The forest cov el1
is usually n mixture of onks, hickory, beech, and a few 1'0('1(50(1:11,-1‘:]111(
maple. The soils are undulating to rolling or strongly rolling. m%r
are medium acid in all parts but a little less acid at depths below 6
inches. )

l The profile description following is that of Mﬂur‘))r silt loam,feliolded

undulating phase, as it occurred in a field idle for 2 years—a ie '(I‘ lo_n

a narrow ridge top having a slope range of 2.5 to 5 percent. -‘Lhis

profile is somewhat deeper than that found in some places.

i g ish-] 3 containing many
A 0 to ‘:(:gtcs} 'e:;)lll)lleo‘(‘l)gafio Fg‘;eiltss).] 2‘1‘31“ geltl;le\"lﬁg f':};t:;mallnr:d stems; grllsl}es
ensﬂ}" to a granular mass; darker than layer below and containsg

_a small quantity of sand.

B,.

&

Ch.
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As;. 4 to 15 inches, brown mellow to slightly heavy silt loam; contains some
ro(lon@ holes through which dark org:mfc mittter hzls come .(lown'
m‘ﬂterlal clings to spade wlhen slightly wet but spading is not,
dlﬁicl}lt; material becomes grayer on drying.

Bi. 15 to 28 inches, yellowish-brown compacet silt loam containing a few
small vocks weakly cemented in place; structure, mixed frag-
In(éptar,\' and nut; material easily erushed to grunul'm‘ 1SS \vhezx
quz?(x‘sltl 'bﬁ b(tzlcomes hin'd when dry; layer contains sol{le dark
streaks like those mac angane, a f i
St G hose I ]“r(lasé)g mangauese, a few roots, some grayish

B.. 28 to 40 inches, yellowish-brown friable silt loam weakly compacted in
place; contains a few dark-brown streaks, an occasional root and
a4 small quantity of fine sand in form of thin lenses: crum’blike
s.trutture; material crushes to granules when moist; or;Iy an occa-
smm’}l rock fragment is present and spading is easy., ’

B, 40 to 54 inches, brownish-yellow silty clay loamn of fragmentary strue-

_ tup.e ;‘contains a few rock fragments ; not ditficult to spade

C. 4 tAo U6 inches, niottled brown, yellowish, and gray silty élay loam;

moderately sticky when wet; mixed mass has a color siightly lightely"
) than .tlmt of layer above; a few sand lenses occur

C.. 66 to 100 inches, mottled brown nnd gray silty clay; u.lodcmtel stick

when wet ; material grayer when dry. ’ o wey v

YELLOW PODZOLIC SOILS

Yellow Podzolic soils are a zonal group of soils having thin organic
and organic-mineral layers over a grayish-yellow leached layerbthut
rests on a yell {);\ horizon. These soils have (?:eveloped under the conif-
erous or mixed forest in a warm-te rate moi 1

The Yellow Podzoli(,-nsoial.lq in&tli?igeg(?ltn‘;l;.Y\I'ollﬁlt\feh{ﬁ?(tlﬁ]%ﬁ)x;r t
i 1s y hav atig to steep
relief and are developed under a forest vegetation mainly of decidu-
ous trees and in some places a small admixture of conifers. There
may have been a somewhat less luxuriant and different kind of ground
cover on the Yellow Podzolic than on the Red Podzolic soils, since
the character of the ground cover is not known. Climatic conditions
on the soils of the two groups were apparently similar. The parent
ir.mteexéml of tlllc; ]Y]ello_\?" Podz?lic soils was derived from argillaceous
imestone or highly siliceous } d
A ]im&m)] s 1s limestone, shale, and, to a small extent,

The causes for the development of the pronounced color differences
bf*t\\'(lgll the Yellow PPodzolic and the Red Podzolic soils are not known
The Yellow Podzolic soils in this county, however, are generally asso-
ciated with parent material either lower in bases or less well d '-;ille(l
mternally than those parent to the Red Podzolic soils. T

Soil of the Capshaw series is on very level to flat relief on fairly
low-lving terraces. It consists of stream-terrace material washed
cliiefly from soils underlain by Timestone and sandstone, but to some
extent it is influenced by shale.  The material has uv,iduntly come
from areas of sandstone in Tennessee because all or nearly all the
areas are along the ik River near the northern Alabama line. The
soil is veadily pervious to water, and the pavent material is nat'um]lv
low in bases. Relief, vegetation, and climate are similar to that for
tl)fa Etowah soils, but more of the parent material is from sandstone

The sail has developed nunder a forest cover of deciduous trees, in-
cluding sweetgum, hickory, buckeye, sycamore, lowland oak, and a
heavy growth of underbrush and vines. ’ o ‘

The following profile description of Capshaw loam was taken in
a field that had been in cotton, corn, or similar crops for many years:
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A.. 0 to 7 inches, grayish-brown granular fine sandy loam; contains many
tine roots and is exceptionnlly easy to plow or spade.

Aa T to 12 inches, yellow-brown mellow fine sandy loam; coutnins a few
chert fragments; fairly sharp but regular change to layer below.

B, 12 to 20 inches, brownish-yellow friable fine sandy clay; contains chert
fragments up to 1 inch thick and many worm holes; some dark
strenks caused by material coming from above; easily spaded; no
uniform transition to underlying layer.

B.. 20 to 35 inches, pale-yellow fairly friable clay loam; sticky when wet;

compact; contains small chert fragments; falls to a fragmentary

to granular mass when spaded out; irregular gradation to the

layer below.

B,. 35 to 44 inches, mottled gray, yellow, and brown silty clay loam; con-
tains worm holes and some sinall chert fragments ; materialisa little
more compacted than the overlying layer and yellower than the

one below.
44 to 51 inches, highly mottled gray, rust-brown, and orange compact

Ci.
silty clay loam; falls to fragments when spaded ; contains insect
holes and a few small chert fragments.

C.. 51 inches +, highly mottled gray and brown silty clay lonm; contalns

spots of heavy gray clay, chert fragments, and holes resembling
those made by crawfish; usually wet, with water rising in holes
in moderately wet seasons. .

Under virgin forest, there is a 11%- to 2-inch layer of forest litter,
chiefly decaying leaves and other organic matter from plants. The
profile is moderately acid in all layers, but a little inore weakly acid
n the upper 20 inches.

The hilly Dellrose soils have formed largely from drifted material
of the Baxter and Dickson soils of the Highland Rim. They are on
slopes leading down from the Highland Rim to the Central Basin.
The parent material appears to haye drifted down far enough to be
influenced by seepage water issuing from phosphatic rocks of the
Central Basin formations, as the soils apparently are not poor in
phosphate. They are medium acid in all parts. Though not exten-
sive, they are rather outstanding from the standpoint of productivity
and the relative lack of accelerated erosion. The soils have developed
under a rather vigorous growth of beech, hickory, walnut, elm, chest-
nut, buckeye, sweetgum, dogwood, and other deciduous trees, with an
undercover of brush and vines,

The profile varies considerably from place to place, both in charac-
ter of material and in total thickness over residual material. The
profile description that follows is of Dellrose cherty silt loam, eroded
hilly phase. ‘The soil had been planted to the common crops of the
county for a long time, and at the time of examination was idle and
growing up to weeds. This description was made from a fairly new
road cut (pl. 9, €) and the depth of material varies from a few 1nches
{o about 8 feel within o short distance. In one part of the road cut,
the profile was as follows:

A.. O to 1% Inches, in forested areas this layer consists of decaying leaves,

twigs, and other vegetative matter.

A, . 0 to 8 inches, dark-brown to brown friable and mellow cherty silt loam;
organic content is fairly high for land long in crops; contains chert
fragments up to 4 inches thick. .

B,. 8 to 16 inches, brown to chocolate-brown heavy silt loam to silty clay
loam ; contains considerable fine and some coarse chert; friable, with
nut and granular structure.

B,. 16 to 24 inches, yellowish-brown silty clay loam; crumblike structure;
easily crushed to a granular mass; containg much chert.
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. 24 to 36 inches, brownish-yellow somewh i
. s, ye ewhat mottled moderately friable
cherty silty clay loam: slightly hard wh Sy ¥ ¢ ansition
underlying layer. H shtly en dry; gradual transition to
. 3b‘t0 _48 incl.les, mottled yellow, orange, and yellowish-gray silty clay
loam; contm.ns nuiny pieces of chert; breaks into irregular fragments;
when dug this appears to be the lower part of the colluvial material ; thé
chung‘e t:o the underlying material is rather abrupt. ’
C.. 4‘3 rltso bl:] mclhes,. ntwttled] light-yellow, orange, and rust-brown cherty silty
clay o breaks into moderate-sized fragments; probably repr
C former surtace layer of a buried soil. ° P ¥ vepresents the
N 60 to 125 inches, highly motfled gravish-y ar
1 , 2 grayish-yellow, gray, and dark-brown
material contiaining orange- red & 3 har ot 'y i
el g inge-colored spots; hard when dry and sticky
In other places, the Dellrose profile varies in depth or shows only
poorly delined layers, and, therefore, the foregoing profile represents
;)]nly one c;)or_]dnltlon of the soils. Under virgin forest, for example,
here 15 a 2-inch layer of forest litter, chi
there is o 2 t'K' h l‘l)t(}I.(l)f im_est litter, chiefly of decaying leaves and
Yegetative organic matter. The Dellvose profile 1s acid through-
. . T . h . . o ¥
out. The Dellrose soils ave classed as lithosolic Yellow Podzolic soils
because they are probably not true Lithosols. In places they are fairly
deep over bedrock and have some Yellow Podozolic profile character-
istics, but in general they are thin over bedrock and in some places the
bedrock is exposed.
) .

The Greendale soils have developed mainly from local alluvium
washed from adjacent aveas of the Dickson and the lighter red Baxter
f}OIIS. Conllpn're(ll with most of the Yellow Podzolic soils of the county,

ey are relatively young, Asm 'y fr
they are relati {).1 e apped, they vary from place to place

egree to which they have developed a textural profile and many
areas of azonal soils belonging to the Alluvial great soil group were
included. The included areas consist of recently deposited material
and in most places could not have been separated feasibly from the
zonal Greendale soils.

pat : : —

The following profile description of Greendale silt loam, undulating
phase, is of an area that was cleared and cropped for many years.

Ai. 0 to G inches, grayish-brown or light yellowish-Drown mellow silt loam ®
crushes to a crunbly or granular mass; fuirly high in content of 01'g:mic,'
matter, even where cultivated; containg only a few chert fragments

Az 6 to 10 inches, gray to yellowish-gray mellow granular silt loam; slightly
darker }hau layer above and rather porous; contains a few soft brown
coneretions,

Bi. 10 to 20 inches, yellowish-brown porous mellow silt loam ; spades out eas-

ily into large soft fragments that crush easi a gri {r mass; ver
gradual transition to underlying layer. Sy (0 A granulur mass; very
B.. 20 to 29 inches, brownish-yellow firtn porous frinble silt loam: spades
caxily into Large lTnmps that erush easily to medium-cenmb ]1:'11'ti(‘-l('S'
changes fairly abruptly (o the lower layor. o
B 29 to ..'iT inches, pule-olive heavy sitt loam; .'spudcs out into various-sized
fragments; contains only a few roots and inscect holes: abrupt
change to the underlying luyer. mr
Ci. 37 to 52 inches, mottled gray, pale-yellow, rnst-brown, and reddish-brown
compact and hard cherty silty clay; sticky when wet and hard when
o dry; rather abrupt ('hupge to the uniderlying layer.
C.. 52 inches +, mottled reddish-brown, pale-yellow, and gray material;
?ompn.ct and djlticult to spade; contiains gritty material; beforé
;:;lrlf\:l\cléllscx)lill:'llorull accumulated on it, this layer may have been a

The Humphreys soils are closely associated geographically with
tile Ennis series.  They oceupy level to slightly undulating areas on
the relatively low terraces along the streams that come from areas of
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Dickson, Bodine, and the less-red Baxter soils. They are developed
from material washed mainly from soils of the Highland Rim, which
are derived largely from dolomitic limestone or very siliceous lime-
stone. as contrasted to the high-grade limestone of the Cumberland
and Etownh series. Some areas are free of chert and others are very
cherty. They ave well drained, but owing to the relatively short time
the soil material has lain in place, the profile is not highly developed.
Nearly all the areas are inundated for short periods during extremely
high floods. )

The soils of this series are developed in a warm-temperate moist
climate under a deciduous forest cover that includes white, post, chest-
nut, and Spanish oaks; hickory ; elm; sweetgum ; sycamore; buckeye;
hornbeam ; and many shrubs and vines, -

The following profile, strongly acid in all parts, was observed in
a field that had been planted to cotton, corn, hay, and similar crops
for many years:

A,. 0 to 6 inches, grayish-brown granular mellow to friable silt loam ; tilling
and spading are very easy if soil is in good moisture condition ; con-
tains only ocecasional chert fragment and little organic matter.

A, 6 to 11 inches, vellowish-brown friable silt loam of crumb structure; con-
tnins many worm and root holes; very gradually blends into under-

lying layer.

R,. 11 to 26 inches, yellowish-brown friable porous silty clay loam or silt
lonm : contains a few brown soft concretions and some brown spots.

B, 26 to 38 inches, light yellowish-brown heavy silt loam; shows shades
of gray when exposed to sun and wind ; contains many pores; spades
easily to a crumb or granunlar mass.

B, C.. 38 to 72 inches, gray or grayish-olive silty clay loam; compact in place
but easily spaded to a fragmentary mass; heavier material in lower
few inches consists of nlternate spots of sand and clay; platy struc-
ture evident in upper two-thirds of layer.

C:. 72 inches-+, mottled brown, dark-brown, gray, and pale-yellow coarse
snnd or fine gravel and angular chert fragments; materinl loose
and easily spaded; remains fairly wet even during moderately dry

seasons.

Under virgin forest, there is a 114- to 2-inch layer of forest litter,
chiefly decaying leaves and other vegetative organic matter.

The Mimosa soils are geographically associated with the Dellrose
and the Maury. In fact, the Dellrose soils are developed from accum-
ulations resting on Mimosa soil material. The inextensive Mimosa
soils occur along the rolling to steep slopes of the outer Central Basin,
which extends into the northern part of the county in the-vicinity of
the Elk River. Judging from the comparative thinness of the soil
layer over bedrock, the soils sheet'erode fairly rapidly. and the rock
from which they developed is subject to rather rapid disintegration.

The soils are characterized by a tough to plastic subsoil and by
chert on the surface and in the suhsoil. The parent material is resid-
ual from rather high-grade argillaceous limestone. A fair content
of phosphate is present when compared with soils of Highland Rim.
Reaction is medium acid in all parts of the profile but slightly less
acid in the Jower layers.

These soils have developed in a warm-temperate moist climate
under a heavy growth of hardwood trees—hickory, hackberry, red-
cedar. oaks, and a few chestnut, dogwood, and elin. Redcedar was
probably the first timber growth, but as the soil layer became thicker,

849450—53——9
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other trees appeared. This tree ix now confined mainly to the areas
of soil having a wore shallow profile.

Areas for sampling arve somewhat limited.  The following profile
was taken from a cotton field that kad been in crops for several years:

AL O to 5 oinchies, grayish-brown to vellowish-brown frinble cherty silt
Toam; coutains many cliert fragments up 1o 5 inches thick that
probabiy tend to retard erosion. i

A= 5 to 12 inches, dark yellowish-brown mellow cherty silty clay loum;
contains suflicient ehert to make spading difiicult; gradual transition
to underlying layer.

B. 12 to 18 inches, yellowish-brown cherty -silty elay loum ; slightly sticky
when wet,

418 to 24 inches, mottled light brown. yellow, and gray tough and plastic

- chierty silty ¢lay ; less chert than in layers above.

(o 24 to 36 inches, highly nawttled yellow and brown very tough and plastic
clay; contains a few dark-brown soft concretions but very little
chert; yellow mottling decreases and brown motting increases with
depth.

In forested aveas there is generally a 4- to 2-inch layer of decaying
Jeaves, stems, grass, and roots, All the phases and types of Mimosa
soil mapped are cherty.

PLANOSOLS

Planosols ave an intrazonal group of soils with eluviated surface
horizons underlain by B horizons more strongly illuviated, cemented,
or compacted than associated normal soils. These soils have devel-
oped upon nearly flat upland surface under grass or forest vegetation
in a humid or sublumid climate (18).

Seven of the soil series in the county have been designated as Plano-
sols—the Dickson, Guthrie, Lawrence, Robertsville, Sungo, Taft, and
Wolftever.  The Waolftever and Guthrie soils ave less definitely
Planosols than the others. A1l these soils have level or depressional
to sloping relief and ave imperfectly or poorly drained. All are
characterized by a B horizon more compact than that of most zonal
soils, but the degree of development in this horizon varies among the
SeVe series,

Climatic conditions are similar to those under which the zonal soils
are developed, but much of the time the soils are more moist and less
well acrated than the zonal soils.  Some diflerence probably existed in
the kinds of vegetation on the Planosols and the Red or Yellow
Podzolic soils, but in this county deciiuons forest was on all three of
these great soil groups.

Morphologieally, thie Planoscls are older than the Red or Yellow
Podzolie soils, but the canses of sueh development ave not fully known,
The relief is sueh that geologie erosion is slow, but that factor alone
isnot the cause of their formation.  The material itself is not older in
years than that of associated zonal soils having similar velief. Tt is
possible that relatively dense lavers in the parent material caused slow
mternal drainage, and this combined with slow external drainage and
the unusual siltiness of the pavent material, resulted in abnormal
concentration or cementation of the soil in or below the illuvial horizon.

The level to rolling Dickson soils ave chuaeterized by light grayish-
brown silty surface layers in cultivated fields and by their tendency
to develap a siltpan at a depth of 22 to 28 inches, Disintegrated
highly cherty limestone, which is largely Fort Payne chert, is the
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source of the parent material. External drainage is fair to good,‘ but
the siltpan hinders the movement of the soil moisture. Internal dr al;ni
age is sufficient for most of the ordinary shallow-rooted crops ud
might prove somewhat deficient for alfalfa or similar deep-roote
TOpS. ) ]

( ’llhese soils have developed in a warm-temperate moist climate. The
forest cover consisted of thin stands of moderate-sized demduous trees,
as post, red, black, and white oaks; hickory; and possibly some pine.
"The underbrush has always been rather thin and stunted. = The parent
material is very mueh like that of the Baxter series, but the soils differ
in several respects. Probably the siltpan in these soils results in partlz
from their more level topography and attendant changesin the interna
movement of moisture. There are indications of a partly developed
siltpan in some areas of Baxter, but it is at much greater depth than in
this series and apparently has little influence on crops. Below the B
horizon these soils arc less well aerated than the Baxter. From the
standpoint of morphology they are old, but the material itself is not
old. o

The following profile description is of Dickson silt loam, level ph’ﬁe,
in a virgin forest well protected from fires for several years past. ‘Lhe
reaction is medium acid in the surface lnyer but strongly acid in all
the other layers. '

Ao % to 0 inch, dark-brown decaying litter of leaves, grass, stems, and roots;
layer is so thin that some mineral soil is admixed.

A, 0 to 14 inches, pale-yellow or grayish-yellow f‘rinhle silt loam; mnch.
lichter in color when dry; spades out easily to a crumbly mass;

' a few root and insect lioles give soil a porous appearance,

A. 14 to 22 inches, light yellowish-brown friable l_mt firm silt loam to llgh_t
silty clay loam; contains some roots; like above ln_ver,' the soil
is much lighter colored when dry ; abrupt change to underlying lnyer.

13,. 22 to 28 inclies, mottled yellow, brown, gray, and orange fragmentary silty

' clay loam ; material tight in place and diflicult to spade.

i ¥ - gray, orang d red
B.. 28 to 34 inches, mottled rust-brown, pale yel.lu\v, gray, ovange, and
) silty clay loam; material spades out with difficulty and falls into

a mass of fragments. . .
Rs. 34 to 45 inches, mottled reddish-brown, hght-yellow,.grny, and orange
silty clay loam; fragmentary structure; material compact when

C. 45 to lgol)il;;fnés, mottled red, yellow, and orange silty clay; material is
sticky and tight, making spading difficult.

The Guthrie soil in this county occupies depressions or areas at
the heads of intermittent streams. It developed from local wash, the
source of which is adjacent residuum from weathered high-grade or
cherty limestone. In some localities, the ll'n‘wst(m.o residuum has con-
tributed directly to the parent material. ‘T'he soil has the character-
istics ordinarily associated with- poor drainage and generally hils a
compact heavy-textured layer in the lower part of the profile. It is
comparable to the Robertsville soil in drainage conditions and some-
times water stands on it for long periods. In most places the Guthpe
soil has developed under a fairly thin stand of hardwood timber, in-
cluding black and water oaks, sweetgum, winged elm, and hornbeam.

The following profile, strongly acid in all layers in nearly all places,
is that of Guthrie silt loam in a forested depression surrounded by soils
underlain by high-grade limestone.

1 to 0 inch, dark-gray silt loam mixed with decaying lerves and stems and
stained with organlc matter.
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8 to 6 inches, light-zray mellow to mealy)i i i
S, R ealylike ~ilt loam mottled wi rellowis
) stx'e.uks; crumb to granular structure, th yellowish
G to ;4 inchies, very light-gray meulylike silt loam that crushes readily to a
. fine granular mass ; becomnes sticky when wet. :
14 ml(:l.ms —|— mottled #ray, brownish-yellow, and yellowish-brown heavy clay
oam to clay; very sticky when wet and very hard when dvy. ’ )
(48 . )
| The La\\'r_ence series, represented in this county by Lawrence silt
loam, occupies level to flat areas that have slow surface runoff and
111}];9(119(1 internal drainage. Lawrence silt Joam occurs in association
v v 4 IS 1 H 1 1 ] N :
with the Sango and Guthrie soils and is internediate between the two
;_IiﬂpolSItlon on the land and in natural drainage. This series is a
t]] tle less w e]]l drained than the Sango, and the siltpan layer is usually
! nnner. Fhe two developed under much the same climatic conditions,
1(').\\‘:\.01,‘:111(1 from practically the same material. Little difference
exists in the vegetative cover, though there are a few more water-loving
trees on the Lawrence. : -
D A'fe'\v areas of the Lawrence soil are mapped with the Decatur and
’ ewey, or in the red lands part of the county.  Tlere the high-grade
I«l‘m-ehi;nw has apparvently weathered to such an extent that spots of
d'(t)?t w)y ml‘,tghm'.t mnto}rm}l are exposed.  The profile and drainage con-
ition resulting is much the same as g i ing i
& s he same as that of Lawrence soil occurring
other parts of the county. romam
2% . . vy " . . . .
. g profiie description of Lawrence silt loam is in a virei
. ,“‘“’ following profiic description of 1 :silt loam s in a virgin
‘Ole_.sred area where fires have been frequent and rather severe The
surface layer is medium acid, but all the others arve strongly acid
' gly acid.
Ao W 1l“~“' ”‘“.lf' dark grayish-brown heavy silt foam, largely of decaying
N ()l\; stems, and VOOLS T paisses abiuptly into the lu.\:or lmluw..
A )tT 1‘m- s, gray to very light-gray friable silt loam; contains many
e ;«:uts ;111(! some pores caused by roots and insects ; Inyer \'m‘ie%
B o (-41.11:%1\101':1I)l,\' in thickness from place to place. ' .

. 2o ].1; mf'hus. very mottled yellow, orange, and gray silty clay loam;

wr?mm:s suie fine chert fragments and many roots; longuc§ of gm);

B - cx‘l’m‘ul into thislayer from the one above.
2 16 tol 22 1510!195. very mottlefl grayish-yellow and rust-brown silty clay
S (‘;‘l‘l{l. material is puttylike when wet ; chert fragments are e(lfnmon.

5. 22 to .-:\ ubu.-lws, }nuttle gray, rust-brown, and yellow silty clay ; contains
l(hiF('Ilhll .soil reck tm:f{nonls; compacted or cemented in place and

. ot ‘;&l:\ hard, but breaks into irregular frragments when dug out.

o 28 to 42 11}01:05, very miottled gray, yellow, and rust-brown silty clay loam;

((Tlnq,ntl*tl and very hard; contains some chert fraginents and con:
o 42 cretions ; splotehes of gray are conunon,

s, 42 mclms‘—'(», mottled gray, yellow, and rust-brown cherty silty c¢lay loam :
containg clmrt.fmgments up to 3 inches thick; waler rises to tllé
toplayer, even in moderately wet seasons.

4 8] . 3 . . .
l] hf. SQ;I of the Robertsville series is developed from limestone mate-
rlll.l sunilar to that giving rvise to the Etowal, Wolftever, and Taft
! occupies nearly tevel areas in the depressions, most ol which ave on

\d . 23 1 . - Pyaey o 2 N 3 3 ;
'J(‘)-“ftm 111&1{11@11.}1:9 terraces. The sotl is less well drained than the
Paft, ]n}oie dense in the compact Jayer common to both, and apparently
n]mu, tighly leachied in the A horizon.  External drainage is generally

‘o1t » 'Padt e ) g 1l 1 1 oE .
sfo;\]u than on the Taft; in fact, the soil is covered with water much
.. Y Y M :

of 11(’ time i rainy seasons.  The ordinary lowland growth of hard-
l“ ‘001 timber includes hickory. sweetgum, beech, wild cherry, horn-
" .Iun, chestnnt oak, ash, sycamore, and persimmon. -
o 1 ﬂus county some areas formed from material washed from cherty
iestone or cherty limestone soils have been included. Where the
material is largely from high-grade limestone, the reaction is medium
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to strongly acid; if cherty limestone is the source of the material, the

reaction 1s strongly acid in all layers.

The Robertsville silt loam profile description that follows was taken
from an area that very recently had been cleared and burned over.
The material apparently was washed fromboth high-grade and cherty

limestone.

A,. 0to 1% inch, gray to dark-gray silt loam that changes to a very light gray
after a few years of tillage.

A 1 to 12 inches, gray silt loam mottled with yellow and rust brown; con-
tains a few chert fragments and nearly all the roots that occur
in the profile.

B.. 12 to 20 inches, mottled gray, yellow, and brown silty clay loam ; contains
a few chert fragments ; tongues of dark-brown ma terial reach upward
into layer and in wet seasons crawfish are usunlly present,

B.. 20 to 26 inches, highly mottled brown, yeliow, and gray sllty clay; mate-
rial compact and hard but falls into fragments of various sizes and
shapes when dug out ; contains cemented ironlike concretions. - .

C. 26 inches+, gray very hard and cemented material lightly mottled with
yellow and rust brown; contains many chert fragments and much
ironlike cementation ; spading almost impossible in some places but
not extremely difficult in others.

rith the Dickson

The level or flat Sango soil is closely associated wit >
soils and is apparently from the same parent materl_al. It dlﬁ'grs
from the Dickson in its lack of slove suflicient to permit good drain-
. . . * (4 Al
age and in having developed a siltpan closer to the surface. The
soil has been developed under the sane climatic con(.htlons as the
Dickson, but it is not so highly developed morphologlc_nlly. It oc-
cupies positions between the Dickson and Lawrence soils.
Available plant nutrients are low. The timber cover npp.m'ently
was a thin growth of rather small deciduous trees, as })ost, white, and
red oaks; hickory; sweetgum: blackgum ; and possibly a few willow
or similar lowland trees. Very few of these trees reached saw-
timber size. ) )
The following profile of Sango silt loam was taken from a cut in
a virgin forest where forest fires have been frequent and severe. In
this profile, the surface layer is medinm acid; to a depth of 33 inches,
the other layers are strongly acid; and below 33 inches, medium acid.
A, 0 to 1 inch, dark grayish-hrown silt Joam ; contains sote or
and organie stains and nany lve roots,
A. 1 to 3 inches, light-gray Friable silt lonm; containg some chert frag-
ments and brownish concretions: nutterial slightly porous and of
cromb structure; gradual transition to underiying layer,
A, 3 to 15 inches, yellowish-gray sitty eluy losin; sticky wh.en wet l}ut
friable when dry; penetrated by many roots; spades into nutlike
fragments that readily crush to fine granules; abrupt change to
the lower Iayer.
B, 15 to 20 Inches, mottled yellow, orange, and gray sty cluy loam; con-
taing small chert fragments; firm in place; rather sharp change
to underlying lnyer. )
B.. 20 to 33 inches, highiy mottled gray, yellow, and i
compact and hard; contains many bhrown
sharp transition to layer below,

wanic matter

ght-hrown silty clay;
ironlike coneretions;.

brown material con-

;. 33 to 47 inches, mottled yellow, gray, and rusty-
taining some concretions and chert fragments and spots of clay
and silt; material weakly cemented and becomes hard when dry.
C.. 47 inches -4, mottled vellowish-gray and rusty-brown materin] heavier
contains chert fragments and

than that in overlying layer;
concretions.
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The Taft soil occupies low or slightly depressional positions on
terraces and is derived from limestone material similar to that giving
rise to the Etowah and Wolftever soils. The general type of vege-
tative cover, relief, and climate are relatively similar for all three of
these series, but internal drainage is slower in the Taft than in either
of the other two. This soil has developed a heavy compact layer to
a greater degree than the Wolftever series, and internal drainage is
correspondingly slower.

The following profile description is of Taft silt loam under a forest
cover including hickory, sweetgum, loblolly pine, and red, post,
and water oaks. The pine had been cut recently for saw timber, and
the area was heavily burned over.

A, 0 to 1 inch, dark grayish-brown silt loam mixed with leafmold and
other organic materials; a few small chert fragments are scattered
over the surface.

A: 1 to 5 inches, light brownish-gray silt loam slightly tinged with yellow
in lower part; contains small chert fragments; has erumb strue-
ture and can be crushed to a granular mass.

A 5 to 17 inches, pale-yellow or grayish-yellow friable silty clay loam
having a crumh structure; contains some small chert fragments
and in the lower part some faint splotches of gray and orange.

B,. 17 to 26 inches, mottled gray, rust-brown, and yellow silty elay loam to
clay loam; contains some chert fragments and a few soft concre-
tions that are apparently in the first stage of formation; material
is tight but falls into fragments when spaded; rather abrupt tran-

7 sition to underlying layer.

B; Ci. 26 to 42 inches, bluish-gray silty clay mottled with rust brown and
yellow; material laminated, compact, and tight; breaks into irreg-
ular fragments; contains some chert fragments and a few weak
concretions that are in process of formation; a heavy coneentration
of concretionary material similar to a bog-iron formation is in some
places.

C. 42 to 52 inches, highly mottled yellowish-gray and rust-brown clay; con-
tains pockets of heavy clay material; yellow mottlings tend to be
slightly stronger yellow than those in overlying layer.

As determined with a quick test, using a single indicator, the surface
layer of the profile just described is medium acid, but all the others are
strongly acid. In cultivated land the A, layer is very light gray
instead of the grayish brown common to forested areas.

The Wolftever coil ocenpies low-lying terraces and is closely associ-
ated with the ITnntington and Egam soils on the first hottoms, in places
being at a level only slightly higher than the Huntington. It is
formed from alluvial material washed mainly from lands underlain
by limestone, but to a lesser extent from shale and other vock. This
material has been laid down comparatively vecently but is considered
rather old morphologicallyv.  The reliel is nearly level to sloping, and
external drainage is generally fair.  Internal drainage is impeded by
a compact layer in the subsoil but 1s generally adequate for most of
the common crops.

The Wolftever series has developed from material similar to that
parent to the Etowah soils, and the climate, vegetation, and velief are
also similar.  Tnternal soil climate is more moist and the soil is less
well aerated below the A horizon than the Etowah. The soil un-
doubtedly contains more material washed from shale or shaly soils,
and floodwuters cover it a little more often than the Ftowah,
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The following profile description is of Wolftever silt loam planted
to cotton, corn, and other common field crops for many years:

Ai: 0 to 7 inches, grayish-brown or light yellowish-brown mellow and gran-
ular silt loam containing an occasional chert fragment,

As. 7 to 16 inches, yellowish-brown silt loam to heavy silt loam of crumb
structure; material slightly packed and porous but spades out
easily ; gradual transition to layer below.

B, 16 to 28 inches, pale-brown or light yellowish-brown porous silty clay

’ loam that falls into fragments; contains some small pieces of chert
and brown concretions; concretions are disrupted when material is
spaded and cause brown streaks or markings on the spaded surface;
discoloring caused by concretion is very pronounced on nearly all
cut surfaces.

B, 28 to 38 inches, pale-brown or light yellowish-brown silty clay loam with
-streaks of gray—the outstanding or characteristic layer in the Wolf-
tever soil ; very tight and compact but porous because of many root
and insect holes ; contains many soft ironlike concretions.

B,. 38 to 53 inches, mottled yellowish-brown, gray, and dark-brown silty clay
loam ; porous and compact but falls into fragments when spaded;
spaded fragments coated with gray to whitish material.

C. 53 inches +-, mottled light-gray, brown, and yellow silty clay; hard ard
compact, but breaks into fragments, some coated with whitish ma-
terial and others brownish on the inside ; contains a few insect holes.

In forested areas there is generally a layer up to 134 inches thick of
decaying leaves, branches, roots, and other organic material. The
upper 16 inches of the profile just described is apparently medium acid,
and the rest, strongly acid.

RENDZINA SOILS

Rendzina soils are an intrazonal group of soils, usually with brown
or black friable surface horizons underlain by light-gray or yellowish
caleareous material. They have developed under grass vegetation or
mixed grasses and forest in humid and semiarid regions from relatively
soft, highly calcareous parent material (18). The soil-development
process is calcification, . .

Hollywood silty clay, level phase, is the only Rendzina soil mapped
in the county. It is imperfectly to poorly drained and has developed
.from local af]uvium and colluvium. It occupies gently sloping, nearly
level, or slightly depressional positions at the base of stony land or
limestone outcrop areas and is affected by seepage water. When rain
water falls on the higher stony lands or areas of limestone outerop,
it may spread over the adjacent areas of this soil and deposit a small
quantity of freshly disintegrated limestone. The concentration of
organic matter is relatively high in the mucky or peaty uppermost
layer. .

The following profile, neutral in reaction in all layers, is of Holly-
wood silty clay, level phase, in a cleared field that had been in crops
for several years. ' :

0 to 7 inches, dark grayish-brown silty clay lonm; very sticky when wet;
contains some small chert and limestone fragments; organic content is
apparently rather high.

7 to 20 inches, very dark-gray to black clay of fragmentary structure; tough
and plastic when wet.

20 to 26 inches, light-gray to gray mottled steel-gray, vellow, and brown
clny; very sticky and plastic when wet and hard when dry; contains
many small rock fragments that are brown on a cut surface.

26 Inches +, highly mottled gray, yellow, and brown clay; very hard when
dry ; contains a few small rock fragments.
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LITHOSOTS !

Lithosols include miscellancous intrazonal and azonal soils varying
greatly in character and degree of soil development, nature and depth
of soil and soil material, and in external features of relief, stoniness,
and drainage.  Tor the most part, however, these are shallow soils
on rough hilly or mountainous terrain. They are stony in many
places and commonly have little soil development and no definite
profile. Parent soil materials or underlying bedrock are exposed in
many places, though in others there is a fairly well-developed soil.
The native vegetation is grass in some areas and in others largely
brush or thin open stands of timber (18).

In this county the Bodine series is classed as a member of the Litho-
sols great soil group. This series is shallow over bedrock and has
developed from chert beds or very cherty limestone, mostly of the Fort
Payne formation. The Bodine soils occupy hilly to steep slopes and
are associated with the Dickson, Baxter, and Dellrose soils. They
are yellowish brown in the subsoil, whereas the Baxter soils are light
reddish brown in equivalent layers. These are developed in a warm-
temperate moist climate under a fairly thin forest cover of deciduous
trees. Red, white, black, and Spanish oaks; hickory; chestnut, sweet-
gu; and an oceasional walnut and redeedar wre among the trees
meluded.

The Bodine profile viries from place to place, but the following one
is fairly typical of forested areas:

0 to 2 inches, dark grayish-hrown mellow cherty silt loam; strongly acid;
organic content tairly high,

2 tu 8 inches, light grayish-brown mellow cherty silt loaw; strongly to
medivm acid.

S to 30 inches, light yellowish-brown friable strongly acid cherty clay loam;
riintly splotehed with red, yellow, and gray, especially toward the lower
art.

30 il]l('lu‘,\' -+, beds of chert interspersed with splotches of red, yellow, or
brown clay loan; material strongly to medium uacid; layer rests on
steantitied cherty bedrock.

In addition to the Bodine series, two miscellaneous land types—
Limestone rockland and Rough gullied land (Deeatur, Dewey, and
Cumberland soil materials)—are classed as Lithosols.  In most places
no true soil exists in these miscellaneous land types. Limestone rock-
land consists mainly of limestone ottterops, and very little soil is formed
because of geologic erosion. Rough gullied land is the result of accel-
erated erosion.

ALLUVIAL SOTLS

Alluvial soils are an azonal group of soils developed from trans-
ported and relatively recently deposited material (alluvinm) char-
acterized by a weak modification, or none, of the original material by
soil-forming processes (Z8). These soils are an first bottoms along
the streams and in depressions in the uplands, They have nearly level
to depressional relief and medium to very slow internal drainage,
The main characteristic held in conimon is the lack of a soil profile in
which the horizons are genetically related.

Alluvial soils Irom similar parent piaterinl may differ in drainage,
which results in some differences in characteristics.  Such soils have
been differentiated mainly on the basis of those characteristies that are
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ordinarily associated with good, imperfect, or poor drainage. Col-
lectively, the soils with these three degrees of drainage constitute a
soil catena. A soil catena is defined as a group of soils within one
zonal region developed from similar parent material but differing n
characteristics of the solum, owing to’ differences in relief or drain-
age (18). To bring out relations among the alluvial §Q)ls of the
connty, they are discussed according to their catenary positions.

The soils of the Abernathy and Ooltewah series are well drained and
imperfectly drained members, respectively, of a catena whose soils
are derived from local alluvium washed mainly from soils underlain
by limestone. The Abernathy is somewhat comparable with the Hunt-
ington, and the Qoltewah with the Lindside, but both differ in being
derived from local rather than general alluvium. They are commonly
not underlain by strata of sand and gravel, as are the Fluntington and
Lindside soils, and they are generally slightly more acid. External
drainage is slow on both the Abernathy and Ooltewah soils, and most
of the internal drainage is through cracks and crevices in the nnder-
lying limestone bedrock. Through Abernathy soils, internal drainage
is rapid to medium rapid, but it is somewhat impeded in the Ooltewah.

Abernathy silt loam, level phase, is young and medium to strongly
acid. It is dark reddish-brown to brown mellow silt loam to a depth
of 32 inches or more. Ooltewah silt loam is generally reddish-brown
mellow silt loam to a depth of 10 to 15 inches, but below that depth it is
brownish-gray silt loam mottled with darker gray, brown, and yellow.
It is generally slightly or medium acid. Considerable variation occurs
in both these soils from place to place as a result of differences in the
quantity of recently deposited material. TIn some places enongh fine
sand drifted into Abernathy silt loam, level phase, to make necessary
the mapping of areas as Ahernathy fine sandy loam.

The Huntington, Lindside, and Melvin series form a eatena of soils
derived from general alluvium made up mainly of weathered limestone
material. All three are neutral or slightly acid. ‘The ¥untington
soils are well drained; the Lindside, imperfectly drained; and the
Melvin, poorly drained. The Huntington soils are brown or yellowish
brown to depths of 20 or 30 inches; the Lindside are brown or yellowish
brown to depths between 12 and 18 inches, below which they are mottled
gray and yellow; and the Melvin soils have a gray surface layer under-
Iain by gray material, which is mottled with yellow and brown below
a depth of 5 to 8 inches.

The texture of the lower lavers of the Lindside soil ave generally
intermediate between those of the corresponding layvers of the Hunt-
ington and Melvin, The differences in texture among the three are
thought to be mainly aecidents of deposition,  These textural difer-
ences and variations in the height of the water table have contributed
to differences in drainage. In the Melvin soil there is some indication
that the heavier lower layers may be partly the result of soil-forming
processes. These lower layers have some of the characteristics of the
glei horizons of Half-Bog soils, and the Melvin soil can therefore be
considered an Alluvial soil with a glei layer.

The Egam and Huntington soils are often intimately associated and
intermingled.  As a rule the Egam soil occupies positions o little
Jower than the Huntington, but in some instances it may be on the same
level or even slightly higher. The two are derived from similar kinds
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of material but characterizing the Egam soil is a layer at a depth of
16 to 20 inches that is more heavy-textured and compact than the cor-
responding one 1n the Huntington.

The Egam soil may be older morphologically or it ntay be the result
of particular periods in which coarse and fine materials were deposited.
In many places the compact layer characteristic of the soil 1s dark,
suggesting an old surface layer. The soil is subject to flooding and
often receives new deposits of alluvial material. The heavy layer
therefore is not entirely the result of illuviation from the ones above,
and consequently the Egam soil has been placed in the Alluvial great
soil group.

The upper 15 inches of this soil is generally brown to yellowish-
brown mellow silt loam or silty elay loam. Underlying this is a 12- to
20-inch layer of dark grayish-brown moderately compact silty clay.
This underlying material is generally coarser in texture and less com-
pact than that above; it is slightly mottled with gray, yellow, and
brown in the upper part and more mottled with depth. The soil is
neutral or slightly acid throughout.

The Ennis soils are closely associated with the Humphreys, Etowah,
and Taft series. They occupy level or nearly flat relief on the wide
high bottoms along some of the streams coming from Highland Rim.
The parent material has been washed from high-grade limestone soils
and those high in silica. In this county more surface material seems
to be from high-grade limestone. The deposited material has been
in place for a comparatively short time and therefore the Ennis soils
can be considered relatively young. A layer of cherty gravel extends
nearly everywhere under this series, and in places wfwre it 1s within
about 30 inches of the surface, the soil is mapped as a shallow phase.

Nearly all areas are flooded every few years. 'This series is more
poorly drained than the Etowah, Humphreys, or Wolftever soils but
has slightly better internal drainage than the Taft. The soils appear
to be a little more productive than the Taft but do not equal the Hum-
phreys. They are developed in a moist warm-temperate ¢limate un-
der a forest cover of deciduous trees, including sweetgum, blackgum,
Spanish oak, hickory, elm, sycamore, and an occasional redcedar.
They are strongly acid throughout the profile.

The following description of Ennis soil is in a cut-over forest area
that contains considerable underbrush:

14 to 0 inch, dark-brown leafmold and forest litter.

15 to 8 inches, brown to yellowish-brown silt loam; contains many live
roots, a few chert fragments, and much decaylng organic material;
breaks into fragments and granules when spaded.

8 to 18 [nelies, yetlowishi-birawn st lonm; compaet In plaes Int digs ont
into irregular fragments: a few roots penetrate the fayer; in places,
the layer is not so strongly developed as here described.

16 to 24 inches, yellowish-brown friable fragmentary silt loam; less packed
than layer above and more easily spaded.

24 to 32 Inches, mottled grayish-brown, yellow, and gray silt loam to siity
clay loam ; porous and mellow under good moisture conditions; spades
out into irregular fragments.

32 to 50 inches, mottled gray, brown, and yellow sllty clay loam; contains

~a few rounded picces of gravel and is underlain by gravel; easily
spaded ; saturated with water during wet scasons.

The Bruno series is formed of recent alluvium washed from soils
underlain by sandstone, limestone, and shale, The areas ave on nearly

" only type in the county. It is closely associated with the Hunting-
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level natural levees along the larger streams in some places, but in
others they spread out over parts of the fairly large bottoms and ex-
tend from the stream bank landward. Brumno fine sandy loam is the

ton, Lindside, and Melvin soils and is nentral to slightly acid in reac-
tion. It is well drained to excessively drained in a few places. In
a few places the slope may range up to 2 or 3 percent. The surface
24 to 28 inches is brown to light yellowish brown. Below this is
mottled gray, yellow, and brown fine sandy clay loam. The tex-
ture becomes finer with depth and mottling increases.
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