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April 13, 2001

ENCLOSURE A

Office of Nucle

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Reactor Oversight ProcesThe Inspection Program BrancOversight Process (ROP) workingchanges and comments to the first rPerformance Indicator Guideline.”  A fiApril 5, 2001.  IIPB also conducted anoth2001, with industry’s working group on the Rlearned workshop issues, problem identificatioevent performance indicator pilot testing activitiesfor surveillance failures from the unavailability PI, phprocess (SDP) development status, status on industryquestions (FAQs).  The next meeting is scheduled for MaNational Radiological Emergency Preparedness ConferenceRepresentatives of NRR and the Incident Response Operations (IRO)presentations on emergency preparedness issues at the National RadiolPreparedness Conference held in Nashville, TN on April 2-5, 2001.  NRC reOfficers also attended.  This conference is held annually and is attended by a representatives of the national radiological emergency preparedness communityfederal, state, and local governments, NEI, nuclear industry, consultants and vendoInternational representatives were also in attendance. Improved License Renewal Guidance Documents StatusOn April 5, 2001, the staff briefed the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) FullCommittee on the improved license renewal guidance documents.  The improved guidancedocuments consist of:  Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) report, Standard Review Planfor License Renewal, and Regulatory Guide for License Renewal (endorsing Nuclear EnergyInstitute (NEI) document 95-10, Rev. 3).  NEI is conducting a demonstration project consistingof preparation of sample license renewal application sections following the guidance of thesedocuments.  NEI plans to submit these samples for staff review within a month to addressimplementation details.NRC Regulatory Issue Summary 2001-10 Revisions to Staff Guidance on Notices ofEnforcement Discretion, dated April 2, 2001The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission issued a regulatory issue summary (RIS) to notifyaddressees that NRC Inspection Manual Part 9900, “Technical Guidance - Notice ofEnforcement Discretion” has been revised to clarify the differences between “regular” and“severe weather” Notice of Enforcement Discretions (NOEDs).  The RIS transmitted a copy ofthe revised inspection manual chapter. 
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Generic IndustOn April 5, 2001, rethe NRC staff on the vplant business decisions.Task Force on New Plants:

Early Site Permitting Part 52 Licensing Issues New Plant Regulatory Framework NRC-Related Financial Considerations 

The Chairman of each task force described tasinteractions with the NRC staff.  They identified nchanges that the industry desires NRC to review in conclusion of the meeting, the NRC staff described itsactivities in NRR and RES.  NEI/INPO Industry Workshop on Grid ReliabilityOn April 2-4, 2001, an industry workshop on grid reliability issues wHotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The participants included membeRegulatory Commission (NRC) staff and representatives from the Nuclea(NEI), the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO), North American ElCouncil (NERC), Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) and individual electThe subject workshop was well attended by industry and included representatives ftransmission owners and operators.  The Plenary Session included presentations on greliability perspectives, nuclear plant experience, grid reliability issues, grid operator/planinterface discussion, design verification of grid assumptions and setpoints, and response ofindustry organizations to grid voltage reliability issues.  The presenters discussed low gridvoltage events and issues on their transmission systems and at their plants, and the responseof their organizations to address and correct the problems.  The need to have a protocol toestablish and maintain good communications between the grid operator and the nuclear plantoperator was discussed.  At the conclusion of the workshop, NEI and INPO identified follow-on actions to be taken toobtain better coordination between industry groups and better interchange among plants ofinformation and materials on the subjects discussed.  The workshop was developed by NEI asan element of the voluntary industry initiative requested by the staff to address low switchyardvoltage issues.  Specific information on the materials presented at the Workshop can bedownloaded from http://webboard.nei.org/~grid.  Information on the industry initiative isdocumented in NRC Regulatory Information Summary 2000-24. 
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Millstone NucleAn ASLB Board wasCoalition Against Millstrequest was submitted inFebruary 22, 2000, that wouEffluent Technical SpecificatioCalculation Manual (REMODCM)the staff issued the license amendmMemorandum and Order that found ththe intervention petition.  One of the ASLfinding.  On April 9, 2001, the petitioners filereview the ASLB ruling and remand the proceeSTP Nuclear Operating CompanyThe NRC staff met with STP Nuclear Operating Compandiscuss resolution of open items identified in the November(SE) on the risk-informed exemption requests from the speciafacilitate the discussions, the NRC staff provided STPNOC with cproposal for the South Texas Project (STP) Final Safety Analysis Rthe processes that form the basis for the licensee’s exemption requesremain are the elements of the treatment processes to address (1) envirodesign conditions; (2) inspections, tests, and surveillance controls; (3) mainrequirements for components with a designed life; (4) control of measurementequipment; and (5) the general level of detail required in the STP FSAR.  STPNOthat the level of detail required was not consistent with describing the outcomes of tof the treatment processes, but included discussions on how these treatment elementbe accomplished.  On April 6, 2001, the NRC staff and STPNOC briefed the full Advisory Committee on ReactorSafeguards (ACRS) on the status of the resolution of the open items from the draft SE relatedto treatment.  The primary area of concern expressed by ACRS appears to be directed at theproper categorization of the structures, systems, and components.  ACRS members raisedconcerns with (1) addressing common cause failure; (2) the nexus between STPNOC’scategorization process and the Significance Determination Process, specifically the aspect ofaddressing frequency of initiating events; (3) criteria to use to evaluate proposals by otherlicensees that follow the STPNOC approach; and (4) the basis for assuming a reduction inconfidence given a change in treatment. 



April 13, 2001

ENCLOSURE B

Office of Nucle

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Department of Energy TMOn April 4, 2001, the Spent FuSNM-2508 held by the Departmetransfer of spent fuel at the IndepenIdaho National Engineering and Envirorequested the amendment to correctly rebe stored at the ISFSI, and expects to comp2001.Babcock and Wilcox Technologies, Inc., Submittal oIn a document dated March 26, 2001, Babcock and WilcoIntegrated Safety Analysis Plan required by 10 CFR Part 70Interagency Committee on Dam Safety MeetingOn April 10, 2001, a staff member from the Division of Fuel Cycle Safeattended the quarterly Interagency Committee on Dam Safety meeting aEmergency Management Agency.  Topics discussed at the meeting includeand information resources.  It was announced that the theme of next year’s TeWorkshop will be “Responding to Dam Safety Emergencies.”  The Nuclear ReguCommission, which has inspection responsibilities for 19 dams, attended the meetinits ongoing initiative in dam safety, as mandated by the F
ederal G

uidelines for D
am

 S
afety.

Staff Attends a Distinguished Lecture on Model Calibration at the U.S. Geological SurveyOn April 4, 2001, the Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards (NMSS) and the Officeof Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) staff attended the National Ground Water Association’s2001 Distinguished Henry Darcy Lecture entitled "Guidelines for Effective Model Calibration(Any Model!)" presented by Dr. Mary C. Hill of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) at the USGSHeadquarters in Reston, Virginia.  This lecture, which is named in honor of Henry Darcy's 1856discovery of the basic law governing ground water flow, is intended to foster academic interestand excellence in ground water science, and is scheduled for presentation at several locationsin the U.S. and in a number of foreign countries.  The lecture focused on using nonlinearregression and associated statistics to improve on traditional calibration and testing of models. Dr. Hill used the Death Valley regional ground water system, which underlies the Nevada TestSite and the proposed high-level nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain, as an example toillustrate her approach.  Following the lecture, NMSS and RES staff participated in a round-table meeting with Dr. Hill and Dr. Ward Sanford of the USGS to discuss her methodology. During the round-table discussion, Dr. Hill stressed the importance of using geographicinformation system and 3D geospatial modeling tools to organize and analyze the data anddevelop reasonable conceptual geological/hydrological models to provide a viable frameworkfor hydrologic modeling.  She also highlighted the importance of considering alternative
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ENCLOSURE B

conceptual moinsufficiencies anare factoring in the Umodeling reviews.Nuclear Regulatory CommisThe Nuclear Regulatory Commislicensees who possess devices constrontium-90, or 1 millicurie of cobalt-6To follow-up on the Commission MemorandEfforts to Implement New General License Rucompleted mailing the initial set of 77 registrationapproximately 400 registrations will be routinely macontacted within the next year.The 10 CFR Part 40 Jurisdictional Working GroupDuring April 11-12, 2001, the 10 CFR Part 40 Jurisdictional Workdiscuss the responsibilities of NRC and other regulatory agencies rewith low concentrations of uranium and thorium and their decay produmembers representing numerous federal and state agencies attended thdiscussed included updates on regulatory actions related to source materiaNORM/TENORM, agency citations of authority, and draft NUREG-1717.  A mepublic presented information regarding the Zircon and Zirconia Mineral Industry aof the working group.  The next working group meeting is tentatively scheduled for J
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ENCLOSURE C

Office of Nucle

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Public Workshop on NRCOn April 2–6, 2001, a workshoand to provide recommendationsthe next 5 years.  The objective of thmaintained through effective regulationoperation, and maintenance of nuclear faperformance issues important to safety, (2) safety and risk implications of these human pemodel human performance, and (4) implementingresponse.Workshop participants included NRC staff from RES, NRcontractors and National Laboratories; industry representatiInstitute and Nuclear Energy Institute, vendors, utilities and plathat have significant human performance programs; experts in huother applications, and the public.Preliminary results of the workshop indicated that there are both practicathat should be the main "drivers" for the next version of the program plan.  Fstandpoint, the drivers are the needs of NRR and NMSS, as related to their cuhuman performance activities, and other programs within RES.  From a technicathe drivers include risk insights, operational experience, emerging technologies andissues, cooperative efforts between industry and NRC, and making better use of humaperformance activities being conducted by other U.S. and international agencies. Public Workshop to Exchange Information on Two Draft DocumentsOn April 9, 2001, a workshop was held to exchange information on two draft regulatorydocuments and the associated public comments received.  The documents were DraftRegulatory Guide DG-1096, “Transient and Accident Analysis Methods,” and Draft StandardReview Plan (SRP) Section 15.0.2, “Review of Analytical Computer Codes.”  These documentsresulted from recommendations from several task groups, including the 1996 Maine YankeeIndependent Safety Assessment Team.  The documents stress the need for a structuredprocess for thermal hydraulic code development, assessment, documentation, and review.  Theregulatory focus is on methods used to analyze transients and accidents as described inNUREG-0800 (SRP) Chapter 15.The NRC provided the background and history of the two drafts, a summary of the publiccomments received, and recommendations for modifications based on those comments.  Fivepresentations were made by participants.  The principal concern of the commenters andparticipants was the need for a “graded” approach to the application of structured methodologydescribed in DG-1096.  As a result, the NRC participants agreed to develop such an approachbased on:
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1.

The novelty o

2.

The complexity

3.

The degree of con

4.

The risk or safety im

5.

The extent of plant desanalysis in accordance with

It was suggested that another pucompleted.  If the resultant changesagain for public comment.Regulatory Guide for Determining PressureThe staff has issued Regulatory Guide 1.190, "CaDetermining Pressure Vessel Neutron Fluence."  Thguidance to licensees on state-of-the-art calculations aacceptable to the NRC staff for determining pressure ves
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ENCLOSURE D

Incident Respo

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Release of RASCAL 3.0IRO has released a new compemergency.  RASCAL 3.0, Radiosoon be replacing the currently-usedcalculations has been published as NUMethods."  The new code is Windows-baanalyzing reactor accidents, and increases material emergencies.  RASCAL 3.0 has beencomputers, sent the regions for installation, and sTraining on RASCAL 3.0 will be conducted in the Prweek of April 23-27 and will be attended by HQ, Regiowill be used for the first time in an exercise during the MaPreliminary Notifications1.

PNO-I-01-009, FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company (Beaver BEAVER VALLEY UNIT 2 FIRE IN PROTECTED AREA GREATER T15 MINUTES.

2.

PNO-II-01-011, Jackson Paving and Construction, Inc., STOLEN ASPHALT

3.

PNO-III-01-012, Exelon Generation Co., LLC (Byron 2), FOUR WORKERS AT BYWERE ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL DUE TO DECREASED OXYGEN IN CONDENSERWORK SPACE.

4.

PNO-III-01-013, Midwest Testing, LOST MOISTURE-DENSITY GAUGE.

5.

PNO-II-01-012, Florida Testing and Environmental, STOLEN PORTABLE GUAGE.

6.

PNO-II-01-13, Redondo Construction Company, STOLEN AND RECOVEREDPORTABLE MOISTURE/DENSITY GAUGE.
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ENCLOSURE G

Chief Informati

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Freedom of Information aApril 6, 2001 through April 1Site assessment, Mohansic/TacoWestchester County, NY.  (FOIA/PANuclear test conducted in the state of NeChernobyl accident records.  (FOIA/PA-2001-0Contract Sytel Inc., NRC-33-96-194 and last 12 moConsolidated Edison, 3/29/2001 response to NRC’s 2/27statements taken by named Con-Edison investigator during(FOIA/PA-2001-0219)Perry plant, records related to whistle blowers at Perry.  (FOIA/PA-2Laguna Verde power plant near Veracruz, Mexico, all records.  (FOIA/PARadioactive waste site listing, United States and worldwide.  (FOIA/PA-2001-0
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ENCLOSURE I

Office of Huma

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

RetirementsRaddatz, Charlene

SENIOR HEALTH PHYSICIST

NMSS
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ENCLOSURE M

Office of Public
Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Media InterestRegion I reported media interegenerators.  There were also preInspection team. Press ReleasesHeadquarters:01-040

Note to Editors: NRC 2002 Budget Request Availab

Regions:I-01-18

Note to Editors: NRC Issues Report on Inspection Team’s FIndian Point 2

IV-15-01

NRC Regional Administrator to Hold Press Conference at San Luis
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ENCLOSURE O

Office of the S
Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Document Released

to Public

Date

Subject

Decision Documents1.

SECY-01-0033

3/2/01

Proposed Renewal of the Section 123Agreement for Peaceful NuclearCooperation with Morocco

2.

SRM on SECY-01-0033

3/20/01

(same)

3.

Voting Record on SECY-01-0033

3/20/01

(same)

4.

SECY-01-0047

3/16/01

Proposed License to Export HEU to Canadafor Use in the NRU Reactor to ProduceMedical Radioisotopes

5.

SRM on SECY-01-0047

4/2/01

(same)

6.

Voting Record on SECY-01-0047

4/3/01

(same)

Information Papers1.

SECY-01-0051 

3/23/01

Status Report in Interagency JurisdictionalWorking Group Evaluating the Regulation ofLow Concentrations of Uranium andThorium

2.

SECY-01-0061

4/6/01

Weekly Information Report Week EndingMarch 30, 2001

3.

SECY-01-0052

3/27/01

Litigation Report - 2001-01

4.

SECY-01-0053

3/27/01

Proposed Rulemaking Activity Plan

5.

SECY-01-0062

4/11/01

Weekly Information Report Week EndingApril 6, 2001

6.

SECY-01-0055

3/28/01

Response to SRM of September 8, 1999,Regarding SECY-99-0203, “RegulatoryGuide for Updated Final Safety AnalysisReports in Accordance with 10 CFR50.71(e)” (WITS 199900105)
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Memoranda1.

M010322

4/11/01

Meeting with AdvisoNuclear Waste (ACNW

Commission Correspondenc1.

Letter to Congress dated April 6of NRC licensing and regulatory dutie

2.

Letter to The Honorable Gray Davis, Gothe Pacific Gas and Electric Company petitioBankruptcy Code.  

3.

Letter to The President, dated April 4, 2001, conceCooperation with Morocco and supporting draft docume

Federal Register Notices Issued1.

Application for a License to Import Radioactive Waste (Allied Te

2.

ACRS Subcommittee on Planning and Procedures; Notice of Meeting

3.

ACRS Subcommittee on Plant Operations; Notice of Meeting.

4.

Reactor Oversight Process Initial Implementation Evaluation Panel; Meeting No

5.

Notice of Acceptance for Docketing of the Application, and Notice of Opportunity for aHearing, on an Application for Authority to Construct a Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication Faci
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ENCLOSURE P

Region I

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Region I Assistance to thFrom March 11-31, 2001, Ericconsultant on an IAEA Mission toregulatory infrastructure for radiationIAEA Headquarters in Vienna before leIn Tajikistan, Mr. Reber trained Tajik radiatioequipment that was provided by the IAEA.  Hemonitoring practices during a tour of Tajikistan’s also demonstrated survey techniques to radiation saassessed the condition of several uranium mill tailingsproposed legislation that would establish the regulatory aradioactive material in Tajikistan.  Mr. Reber also participatethe Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan and the Deputy MinisteHaddam Neck Steam Generator ShipmentsA barge carrying two steam generator lower assemblies departed from thMonday April 9, 2001, en route to the low-level radioactive waste disposal fSC.  The steam generators were dismantled in the Fall of 1999 as part of the dof the Haddam Neck Plant and had been stored on-site in special containers.  Thtwo steam generator lower assemblies are scheduled to be transported to Barnwellmanner in May.  The trip by barge is expected to take approximately eight days and wterminate at Port Royal, SC.  At Port Royal, the steam generators will be transferred to afor the final leg of the journey to Barnwell.  There was extensive newspaper and televisioncoverage of the departure.  The NRC monitored the shipment by continuous contact with thelicensee and State of Connecticut staff. 
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ENCLOSURE P

Region II

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Region II Training - HealtOn April 9-10, 2001, representpresented the HP Topical Reviewstaff.
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ENCLOSURE P

Region III

Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Staff Discusses D.C. CooStaff members from the regionAmerican Electric Power officialsthe performance of units 1 and 2. RMI Titanium Predecisional EnforcementOn April 12, 2001, the staff conducted a Prederepresentatives of RMI Titanium (now Earthline Tviolations at the company’s Ashtabula, Ohio facility.agreement state, the apparent violations involving RMobtaining agreement state status.Reactor Trip Prompts Special InspectionRegion III inspectors conducted a special inspection at the LaSalle week following a reactor trip that occurred April 6, 2001.  The inspectowith Exelon officials on April 13, 2001. 
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Region IV
Items of Interest

Week Ending April 1

Regional Administrator’s From April 10-12, 2001, the Recommunicate the NRC’s mission Canyon plants, and to view the statuspecified in the Communications Plan sent a letter to the Governor of CaliforniaConference to share the Agency’s inspectiofinancial stress and uncertainty. The Press Conference was held in the San Luis Obboth the media and the public.  Questions focused on the recent declaration of bankruptcy by PG&E had impacaddition, the Mothers for Peace were briefed by the Directopart of the Region’s outreach efforts in conjunction with the imCalifornia.In addition, the Region IV Regional Administrator toured the San Onofon the work associated with the repair of the Unit 3 Main Turbine and Gecurrent physical status of Unit 1. California Electricity and SCE High Energy Transmission SaleThe state of California ISO did not declare an electricity emergency classification this ALERT classifications were the norm.   The Governor’s office issued a press statement detailing an agreement that had been reachedbetween SCE and the State concerning the sale of the high energy transmission lines of theutility.  A separate press statement noted that members of the legislature expressed significantconcern about the purchase by the State and great reluctance at consummating the deal.  Theimpacts of this purchase on the long-term financial health of SCE and its potential forprecluding bankruptcy have yet to be determined. The increased Regional oversight andattention to indicators of financial stress remain in effect.Palo Verde Control Element Assembly (CEA) Degradation - Failure of one CEA to Fully Insertduring a Reactor ShutdownAt Palo Verde Unit 1, the licensee discovered CEA cracking and CEAs with end-caps missing. As a result, they have extended their outage scope to include full replacement of all 76 fulllength CEAs and a go/no-go gage inspection of all fuel assembly guide tubes to assure that theguide tubes are free of obstruction. 
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The license disunlatched, duringbarrel, bending the fSenator Hagel Visits FortSenator Hagel (R) of Nebraskacoordinated through the licenseeFeedback from the licensee indicate
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Office of Congressional Affairs
Items of Interest

Week Ending April 13, 2001

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING SCHEDULE,  NO. 11

OCA
Contact

DATE
&

PLACE

TIME WITNESS SUBJECT COMMITTEE

Portner TBA
SD-124

TBA TBA Nuclear Power Programs Senators Domenici/Reid
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations

Portner 05/01/01
SD-124

10:00 DOE FY02 Appropriations for Nuclear
Energy

Senators Domenici/Reid
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations

Gerke 05/03/01
SD-362

10:00 NRC, DOE, Exelon,
and others

The Future of Nuclear Power Energy and Water Development
Senate Appropriations
Energy and Natural Resources

Portner 05/03/01
2362 RHOB

10:00 DOE FY02 Appropriations for Nuclear
Energy

Reps. Callahan/Visclosky
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations

Combs 05/03/01
SD-124 

 2:00 DOE/OCRWM FY02 Appropriations for Nuclear
Waste

Senators Domenici/Reid
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations

Keeling 05/08/01
TBA

 1:30 NRC, DOE, DOD, DIA Federal Government’s Capabilities to
Respond to Terrorist Attacks

Commerce, Justice State & Judiciary 
Senate Appropriations
Emerging Threats & Capabilities
Senate Armed Services
Senate Intelligence Committee
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Combs 05/09/01
2362 RHOB

10:00 DOE/OCRWM FY02 Appropriations for Nuclear
Waste

Reps. Callahan/Visclosky
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations

Note: The Senate is in recess until April 23, and the House is in recess until April 24.


