
UNITED STATES

   NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
    REGION I

475 ALLENDALE ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415 

September 1, 2004

Docket No. 99990001 License No. 99-99999-01

Oliver Stanley
Director Environmental Operations
SONOCO Products Company
920 West Home Avenue
Hartsville, SC 29550

SUBJECT: INSPECTION 99990001/2004004, SONOCO PRODUCTS COMPANY, 390
NEW ALBANY ROAD,  MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY

Dear Mr. Stanley:

From May 25, 2004, through August 3, 2004, Marjorie McLaughlin and Jim Schmidt of this
office conducted an inspection related to the origin of a USNRC licensed static eliminator (4.875
millicuries of Americium-241) recovered in the Philadelphia area on May 25, 2004.  The only
traceable owner of the recovered device was Alford Industries, a company that is no longer in
business, but who had originally received and used the recovered licensed material at the
facilities you currently own at 390 New Albany Road, Mooretown, New Jersey.  On June 8,
2004, the NRC interviewed personnel and conducted surveys at this address to assure that
other licensed devices once possessed by Alford Industries are no longer present at this facility. 
The inspection did not identify any other NRC-licensed material on the site.  The findings of the
inspection were discussed with you by telephone on August 3, 2004.  The enclosed report
presents the results of this inspection.

Within the scope of this inspection, no violations by your company or FlexPrint, the current
operator of your facility, were identified.

If you become aware of the location of any of the devices once possessed by Alford, please
contact us immediately, so we can advise you about proper disposition.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790, a copy of this letter will be placed in the NRC Public
Document Room and will be accessible from the NRC Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm.html.   No reply to this letter is required.

Your cooperation with us is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Original signed by John D. Kinneman

John D. Kinneman, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety Branch 2
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety
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Enclosure:
Inspection Report No. 99990001/2004004

cc:
Douglas Davis, Radiation Safety Officer NRD L.L.C.
Dennis Thomas, Chief Operating Officer, FlexPac
State of Pennsylvania
State of New Jersey
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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION I

INSPECTION REPORT

Inspection No. 99990001/2004004

Docket No. 99990001

License No. 99-99999-01 (10 CFR 31.5 General License)

Licensee: Alford Industries

Location: FlexPrint
390 New Albany Road 
Moorestown, NJ 08057

Inspection Dates: May 25, 2004 through August 3, 2004

Original signed by: 8/10/04
Inspectors: ______________________________ _______________

James Schmidt date
Health Physicist

Original signed by: 8/10/04
______________________________ _______________
Marjorie McLaughlin date
Health Physicist

     Original signed by
     John D. Kinneman September 1, 2004

Approved By: ______________________________ _______________
John D. Kinneman, Chief date
Nuclear Materials Safety Branch 2
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

FlexPrint
NRC Inspection Report No. 99990001/2004001

On May 25, 2004, Region I was notified that a radioactive source had been identified at the
Waste Management Grows Station in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.  The source was located in
a truckload of trash brought from the Forge Transfer Station in northeast Philadelphia.  Upon
discovery, the truck was directed back to the Forge Transfer Station for a detailed survey.  The
source was an NRD Nuclestat Static Eliminator, Serial No. SA2901, containing 4.875 millicuries
of  americium-241, which was distributed by Herbert Product Sales.  This device was originally
distributed for use by persons under the general license provisions established in 10 CFR
30.31(b), which provides for use of the device by persons without filing an application with the
Commission or the issuance of a specific license.  This particular device type was subject to the
general license provisions established in 10 CFR 31.5.

Investigation relative to the origin of this device led the inspectors to a printing facility located at
390 New Albany Road, Moorestown, New Jersey.  The device in question, along with three
others of this same type, had been assigned to Alford Industries at this location in 1989.  This
facility is now owned by SONOCO Products Company, and has been operated by FlexPrint
since 1997.  The inspectors could not specifically trace the origin of the generally licensed
device other than to conclude that it, along with three other similar devices, were originally used
at the Moorestown facility by Alford Industries prior to occupancy by other tenants.  

An onsite inspection was conducted at the Moorestown facility on June 8, 2004.  Cleanup of the
site was underway to support eventual sale of the property.  The current operator of the facility
did not use equipment with installed radioactive sources, and was not aware of either the
presence of any radioactive material on site or the disposal of such material as part of the
cleanup activities.  Surveys conducted as part of the inspection did not reveal the presence of
any licensed material at the Moorestown, New Jersey, facility.  

Arrangements have been made to have the recovered source returned to the NRD, the source
manufacturer. No further actions regarding the origin of the recovered source or the
whereabouts of the three other unaccounted for devices are proposed.                        
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REPORT DETAILS

I.   Background/Investigation

On May 25, 2004, a truck carrying waste activated the radiation detection alarm at the
Waste Management Grows Station in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.  The shipment was
redirected back to its point of origin at the Forge Transfer Station in northeast
Philadelphia.  At this location, health physics personnel from Porter Consultants
searched the truckload of material and identified the source of radioactivity as an
electrostatic elimination device which was marked as containing radioactive material.
The item was a flat plate approximately 12 inches in length, ½ inch thick and 1 ½ inches
wide.  The label on the device contained the following information:

Source: Am-241
Activity: 4.875 millicuries
Patent No. 3.818.545
Model: A-200x (x indicates an illegible number)
Serial Number: SA2901
Nuclestat Static Eliminator
Manufacturer: NRD, a subsidiary of Mark IV Industries, Grand Island, NY
Distributor: Herbert Product Sales, Westbury, NY
License Type: General  

Region I was informed of the event and was requested to assist in identifying the device
owner and/or assist with its disposal.

New York State Department of Labor representatives were contacted for assistance in
locating Herbert Product Sales.  The company was not listed as being in business and
no information regarding distribution of this device type could be found in the New York
State records. A review of NRC sealed source and device registration documents
confirmed that Herbert Product Sales had, at one time, been granted a New York State
license (GL 1430-1950) to distribute items to persons for possession under a general
license from the NRC or an Agreement State.  However, this license is no longer active. 
It was eventually determined that Herbert Product Sales was split and portions of the
company were purchased in the early 1990s by SIMCO Industrial Static Control, now
located in Hatfield, Pennsylvania.  When contacted, SIMCO personnel reported that
they did not purchase the nuclear material portion of Herbert and therefore possessed
no general license source distribution records.  SIMCO personnel stated that they
believe that portions of Herbert Sales Products not absorbed by SIMCO were dissolved.

A search of the General License Tracking System (GLTS) did not locate the device
serial number.  The manufacturer, NRD, LLC., however, determined that the model
number  was actually A-2003 and that the device with the serial number of SA2901 was
last recorded as being at Patton Division/Alford Industries, 390 New Albany Road, 
Moorestown, New Jersey.  The database indicated that three additional devices (Serial
Nos. SA2900, 2902, and 2903) of the same model were also transferred to this address
and none of the devices had been returned to NRD.  While NRD did have some records,
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it was the responsibility of the distributor, Herbert Product Sales, to maintain such
records. No update of the NRD records had been made since 1989.  As such, the NRD
records, although old, were considered to be the best available information relative to
who was last assigned the recovered device. 

An internet search of the Moorestown location determined that the State of New Jersey
lists the address as an identified hazardous material site.  The New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection named SONOCO as the current owner.  In a phone
discussion, Mr. Oliver Stanley of SONOCO indicated that, although SONOCO owns the
property at 390 New Albany Road in Moorestown, New Jersey, it is currently rented to
FlexPrint, who conducts printing activities there.  Mr. Stanley also stated that FlexPrint is
in the process of clearing out the facility in preparation for sale of the property by
SONOCO, which was expected to occur within the next week or so.  On June 8, 2004,
NRC conducted an inspection at the facility located at 390 New Albany Road, 
Moorestown, New Jersey, to determine if it was the origin of the found source, and to
locate any of the three additional sources originally sent to this location.

On August 10, 2004, a phone conversation with Sidney Porter confirmed that
arrangements are in place to return the recovered device to NRD.

II. Interview with FlexPrint Representative

a. Inspection Scope

The inspectors interviewed the FlexPrint representative regarding the background of the
missing sources and the history of the New Albany Road facility. 

b. Observations and Findings

On June 8, 2004, the inspectors met the FlexPrint Plant Manager, Steve Manzo, at the
FlexPrint Facility located at 390 Albany Road, Moorestown, NJ.  Upon arrival at the site,
the inspectors noted that the building appeared to have been unoccupied for some time,
as the parking lot was empty and the grounds were not well-maintained.  The inspectors
were admitted to the building by the Plant Manager, and observed a mostly-empty
structure with numerous boxed items, primarily large printer drums, in preparation for
shipment.  The inspectors explained the discovery of the source at the waste facility, the
investigation into its possible origins and link to the FlexPrint location, and the existence
of three additional sources.  The Plant Manager was shown a picture of the device and
provided with a verbal description.  He stated that he had never seen such a device at
the building, and was not aware that radioactive material had been used there.  He also
stated that to the best of his knowledge, the device in question was used on label
printing machines that were not used by FlexPrint at this location. He stated that he
believed that any such devices, if ever present on this site, were most likely sold as part
of the equipment which was removed before FlexPrint assumed operation of the facility.

The Plant Manger was employed by FlexPaq (the parent company of FlexPrint) in 1999
to be the Plant Manager of the FlexPrint facility.  He stated that in the early 1990s, the
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building was owned by Patton, which was a division of Alford Industries.  At some point,
the building was sold to Engraph.  This company was purchased by SONOCO, and the
building was then operated by SONOCO/Engraph.  In 1997, SONOCO sold the contents
of the building (with the exception of a DCM Gravure Press) to CCL Industries.  The
DCM Press was sold to FlexPrint, who then leased the building from SONOCO.  From
1997 to late 2003, FlexPrint has used the facility for printing on films, then laminating,
trimming, and shipping the final product. 

Since November, 2003, the building has been under decommissioning in preparation for
sale.  The clean-up at FlexPrint has included removal of hazardous waste (batteries,
solvents, flourescent bulbs, etc), office furniture, and equipment.  The cleanup efforts
have been performed by no more than 6-8 people at any time, with the Plant Manager
supervising and participating in the work activities.  He stated that had not seen anything
like the device or anything marked radioactive, and that he had not heard of any
employees seeing such a device.  He said the employees often questioned him on the
disposition of materials they were unsure of how to handle (such as flourescent bulbs),
and he believed he would have been notified if they had seen anything like the device. 
The plant manager was provided with pictures of the device in question and asked to
review this event with any future personnel cleaning the facility.

In the past 6 months, approximately four 40 cubic yard containers of industrial waste
had been removed by Waste Management, and six to eight 60 cubic yard containers of
hazardous waste had been removed by Onyx Environmental.  The Plant Manager
provided the inspectors with the phone numbers and account information for both waste
disposal providers.   A follow up call to Waste Management revealed that industrial
waste collected by Waste Management in the Moorestown area does get transferred
through the Forge Transfer Station on its way to disposal in Pennsylvania as does much
of the waste generated in New Jersey. 

Because most of the building’s contents had been sold to CCL Industries, the inspectors
contacted Mary Roy of that company to inform them of the above events and inquire if
they had these devices in their possession.  Ms. Roy stated that CCL is not in
possession of the three remaining devices, and to the best of her knowledge, was never
in possession of the devices.  

c. Conclusions

Although the static eliminator found at the waste disposal facility was assigned to a
business located at  the New Albany road facility in the 1989 time-frame, the inspectors
determined that the current operator of the facility, FlexPrint, did not operate equipment
which used the device, was not aware of the presence of any radioactive components at
the facility, and was not involved in any intentional disposal of radioactive material as
part of the ongoing activities. The whereabouts of the three additional devices assigned
to Alford Industries at this address could not be determined.

III. Survey of FlexPrint Facility

a. Inspection Scope
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The inspectors performed a visual and radiological survey of the entire FlexPrint facility
and its perimeter for evidence of current or past presence of any of the source devices.  

b. Observations and Findings

The FlexPrint Plant Manager provided a map of the production side of the building.  The
other side of the facility held only office space and was not utilized by FlexPrint.  The
inspectors surveyed every room and storage space in both sides of the facility.  Dose
rates were measured using a Ludlum Model 16 survey meter (Serial No. 23185G,
calibration due date 9/30/04) with a Model 44-3 low energy photon probe.  All readings
were indistinguishable from background which ranged from 300-400 counts per minute. 
The inspectors also performed contamination surveys of floors and surfaces in the
production side of the building.  Forty-six individual disk smears were collected and
tested for removable contamination.  The smears were counted using a Ludlum Model
14-C survey meter (Serial No. 231646, calibration due date 10/9/04) with a Model 44-9
pancake probe.  All readings were less than 100 counts per minute above background. 
The inspectors also performed radiation and contamination surveys of the building’s
perimeter and waste dumpsters.  No measurable readings above background were
identified.

During the surveys, the inspectors observed that the buildings were primarily empty with
the exception of a large DCM printer.  Remaining materials were reasonably well-
organized in preparation for final closeout of the building. 

c. Conclusions

Based on the results of the surveys, the inspectors concluded that the remaining three
sources are not currently at the Moorestown, NJ, building.  The inspectors also found no
evidence of past leakage from any licensed material which may have been used at the
facility. 
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PARTIAL LIST OF PERSONS CONTACTED

Kathryn Brock, USNRC
Rags Cox, SONOCO
Doug Davis, NRD
Terry Dernstein, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Jerry Giannini, Waste Management District Manager
Jennifer Goodman, NJDEP
Steve Manzo, FlexPrint
Brian Moore, NJDEP
Michael Oldt, SIMCO
Sidney Porter, Porter Consultants
Mary Roy, CCL Industries
Dan Sampson, New York State Department of Labor
Oliver Stanley, SONOCO
Dennis Thomas, CFO FlexPaq


