
September 21, 2004

Mr. Glenn Archinoff, ACR Licensing Manager
AECL Technologies, Inc.
481 North Frederick Ave., Suite 405
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO AECL ON MAKING ACR-700 PRELIMINARY INFORMATION
PUBLIC

Dear Mr. Archinoff:

This letter is in response to your letter dated August 23, 2004, about the release of preliminary
information on the ACR-700 pre-application review to the public.  We acknowledge for the two
instances you described in your letter that information was inappropriately published on the
NRC website and erroneously profiled as publicly available in the agencywide documents
access and management system (ADAMS).  Both of these instances involved the release of
predecisional information, that was not provided in context, and did not necessarily represent
the views of the agency.  The NRC has procedures in place to prevent the inadvertent release
of predecisional information.  Management Directive 3.4 (MD 3.4), “Release of Information to
the Public,” provides the NRC staff with general guidance on the public release of agency
information, including draft and predecisional documents and information.  The staff must
protect all draft and predecisional documents from inadvertent release and take corrective
action in the event any information for which they are responsible is released contrary to NRC
policy, as specified by MD 3.4.

In the case of the inadvertent release of predecisional information concerning Focus Topics 3
and 9 that was made available to the public via the NRC website, management is reviewing with
the staff involved with ACR-700 design certification and preapplication activities the NRC’s
policies on the sensitivity of predecisional information and its inadvertent release.  In the case of
the inadvertent release of intragency memoranda that was made available on ADAMS
concerning Focus Topics 6 and 8; where the information had not been released in final form,
the corrective action was to correctly profile the document as “Non Public” in ADAMS.  The staff
participates in ongoing agency training on ADAMS use; including the correct profiling of
documents to prevent the inadvertent release of predecisional documents to the public.

We take the inadvertent release of predecisional information very seriously and will take every
precaution to avoid a recurrence.  We apologize for any inconvenience these inadvertent
releases may have caused.
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A copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public
Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s
document system ADAMS.  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at (the Public
Electronic Reading Room) http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 

Sincerely,

/RA/

William Beckner, Program Director
New, Research and Test Reactors Program
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 722

cc:  See next page
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Nuclear Safety Engineer
Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006-3919

Mr.  Paul Gunter
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
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Washington, DC 20036

Mr.  James Riccio
Greenpeace
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Washington, DC 20001

Mr.  Adrian Heymer
Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Ms. Patricia Campbell
Winston & Strawn
1400 L Street, NW
Washington, DC  20005
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Nuclear Control Institute
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Suite 410
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Jack W. Roe
SCIENTECH, INC.
910 Clopper Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Mr. Brendan Hoffman
Research Associate on Nuclear Energy
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  and Environmental Program
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC  20003

Mr. James F. Mallay, Director
Regulatory Affairs
FRAMATOME, ANP
3315 Old Forest Road
Lynchburg, VA.  24501

Mr. Tom Clements
6703 Gude Avenue
Takoma Park, MD  20912

Mr. Glenn Archinoff
Licensing Manager
AECL Technologies Inc.
481 North Frederick Avenue
Suite 405
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mr. Victor G. Snell
Director of Safety and Licensing
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited
2251 Speakman Drive
Mississauga, Ontario
Canada L5K 1B2

Mr. Glenn R. George
PA Consulting Group
130 Potter Street
Haddonfield, NJ 08033

Mr. J. Alan Beard
GE Nuclear Energy
13113 Chestnut Oak Drive
Darnestown, MD 20878-3554

Mr. Ian M. Grant
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
280 Slater Street, Station B
P.O. Box 1046
Ottawa, Ontario
K1P 5S9

Mr. Gary Wright, Manager
Office of Nuclear Facility Safety
Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety
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Springfield, IL 62704
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Mr. Ronald P. Vijuk
Manager of Passive Plant Engineering
AP1000 Project
Westinghouse Electric Company
P. O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355

Dr. Greg Rzentkowski
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
P.O. Box 1046, Station ’B’
280 Slater Street,
Ottawa, ON, K1P 5S9
Canada

Mr. Ed Wallace, General Manager
Projects
PBMR Pty LTD
PO Box 9396
Centurion 0046
Republic of South Africa 

Mr. John Polcyn, President
AECL Technologies Inc.
481 North Frederick Avenue
Suite 405
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
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Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708
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Vice President, Project and Services
Atomic Energy of Canada, Limited
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Canada L5K 1B2


