
August 27, 2004

Mr. David O’Brien, Commissioner
State of Vermont 
Department of Public Service
112 State Street
Drawer 20
Montpelier, VT  05620-2601

Dear Mr. O’Brien:

I am responding to your letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), dated
June 9, 2004, expressing concerns over a proposed modification to the Vermont Yankee
Nuclear Power Station (VYNPS) design bases.  Your concerns focused on Entergy Nuclear
Vermont Yankee, LLC and Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.’s (Entergy) July 31, 2003,
application requesting a revision to the design bases of the VYNPS to support the application of
an alternate source term methodology.  In particular, you stated that the proposal should not be
approved for the following reasons:

1. The standby liquid control system does not appear to meet the single failure criteria
appropriate for a system used to mitigate the consequences of a design basis accident.

2. The main steam isolation valve (MSIV) alternate leakage treatment pathway does not
appear to meet the quality standards appropriate for a system used to mitigate the
consequences of a design basis accident; and,

3. There is no reason to double the amount of allowed leakage from MSIV’s.

The NRC staff is continuing to review Entergy’s request and has not made a final decision on
the acceptability of the proposal.  We understand your concerns and will consider them in our
review of the application.  All comments received will be addressed in the safety evaluation 
documenting the NRC staff’s conclusions.  We thank you for taking the time to evaluate the
application and provide us with your comments.

Sincerely,

/RA by JLyons for/

Ledyard Marsh, Director
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station

cc:

Regional Administrator, Region I
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA  19406-1415

Mr. David R. Lewis
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20037-1128

Ms. Christine S. Salembier, Commissioner
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT  05620-2601

Mr. Michael H. Dworkin, Chairman
Public Service Board 
State of Vermont 
112  State Street 
Montpelier, VT  05620-2701

Chairman, Board of Selectmen 
Town of Vernon 
P.O. Box 116 
Vernon, VT  05354-0116

Mr. Michael Hamer
Operating Experience Coordinator
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
320 Governor Hunt Road
Vernon, VT  05354

G. Dana Bisbee, Esq.
Deputy Attorney General
33 Capitol Street 
Concord, NH  03301-6937

Chief, Safety Unit 
Office of the Attorney General
One Ashburton Place, 19th Floor 
Boston, MA  02108

Ms. Deborah B.  Katz
Box 83
Shelburne Falls, MA  01370

Mr. Raymond N. McCandless
Vermont Department of Health
 Division of Occupational
   and Radiological Health
108 Cherry Street
Burlington, VT  05402

Manager, Licensing
Entergy Nuclear Vermont Yankee, LLC
P.O. Box 0500
185 Old Ferry Road
Brattleboro, VT  05302-0500

Resident Inspector
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 176
Vernon, VT  05354

Director, Massachusetts Emergency    
Management Agency
ATTN: James Muckerheide
400 Worcester Rd.
Framingham, MA  01702-5399

Jonathan M. Block, Esq.
Main Street
P.O. Box 566
Putney, VT  05346-0566

Mr. John Kelly
Director, Nuclear Safety Assurance
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Gary Taylor
Chief Executive Officer
Entergy Operations
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS  39213



Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station

cc:

Mr. John Herron
Sr. VP and Chief Operating Officer
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Dan Pace
Vice President, Engineering Entergy
Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Randall Edington
Vice President, Operations Support
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Director of Oversight
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. John M. Fulton
Assistant General Counsel
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Jay K. Thayer
Site Vice President
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 0500
185 Old Ferry Road
Brattleboro, VT  05302-0500

Mr. Ken L. Graesser
BWR SRC Consultant
38832 N. Ashley Drive
Lake Villa, IL  60046

Mr. Jim Sniezek
BWR SRC Consultant
14601 Layhill Road
Silver Spring, MD  20906

Mr. Ron Toole
BWR SRC Consultant
605 West Horner Street
Ebensburg, PA  15931

Ms. Stacey Lousteau
Treasury Department
Entergy Services, Inc.
639 Loyola Avenue, Mail Stop L-ENT-15E
New Orleans, LA  70113

Mr. Michael Kansler
President
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Raymond Shadis
New England Coalition
Post Office Box 98
Edgecomb, ME  04556

Mr. James P. Matteau
Executive Director
Windham Regional Commission
139 Main Street, Suite 505
Brattleboro, VT  05301


