
August 30, 2004

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.  20015

Dear Congresswoman Lowey:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your
letter of June 24, 2004, regarding Westchester County Legislator Michael Kaplowitz and his
request for the NRC to meet with the Environmental Committee of the Westchester County
Board of Legislators in New York.  I have enclosed for your information a copy of the NRC
response to legislator Kaplowitz.  

NRC meetings are held near Indian Point on an annual basis and when otherwise
necessary for plant performance issues, as required by our oversight process.  In addition,
informational meetings have been held when new, or otherwise significant, activities at the site
require NRC attention.  For example, on July 15, 2004, the NRC staff presented information
regarding the regulatory oversight for the planned Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation
and addressed questions from the public and local officials for several hours.  In addition to the
staff level meetings, on May 19, 2004, I met with the four County Executives who have
decision-making responsibility under the off-site emergency plans and discussed with them the
results of recent NRC vulnerability studies.  

The NRC believes that the combination of routine public meetings and other
informational meetings is effective in conveying important information to the public and local
officials about the performance and safety of nuclear power plants in their communities. 
Nevertheless, the NRC recognizes the heightened level of public interest in Indian Point at this
time and the associated need for local officials to be well informed.  In response to requests
from Legislator Kaplowitz and other local officials, the NRC has decided to hold a meeting
specifically for representatives of governmental organizations from the communities
surrounding Indian Point.  At the meeting, NRC management and technical experts will address
the important issues of security and emergency preparedness that underlie the concerns local
officials are receiving from constituents.  The meeting will be limited to local officials in order to
facilitate an open discussion of security and emergency preparedness issues. 

Please feel free to contact me with any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,

/RA/

Nils J. Diaz

Enclosure: 
Letter to Legislator Kaplowitz,
   dated August 19, 2004 


