
June 1, 2004

Mr. James P. Riccio
Nuclear Policy Analyst
Greenpeace
702 H Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Riccio:

This is in response to your letter of May 10, 2004 requesting information about a briefing I
received in January of 2000 concerning Usama Bin-Laden.  You question whether the
information I learned at that briefing was considered by the Commission in its assessment of
nuclear power plant security at that time and whether the present design basis threat (DBT) for
those facilities is adequate.

Much of the information that you request is classified national security information and cannot be
provided to you.  I can tell you that the classified briefing I received on January 21, 2000 did not
concern security at nuclear power facilities.  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has
had a threat assessment program, which draws on national intelligence resources to inform our
physical security program, since the 1980’s.  The January 2000 briefing was part of that ongoing
program.  I have been informed that some of the other Commissioners received briefings on the
same information.

The briefing information, which did not concern nuclear power reactors, is unrelated to the
Commission’s decisions prior to September 11, 2001 to explore whether there were more
effective means of evaluating power reactor licensees’ protective capabilities.  As part of that
effort the Commission had approved a rulemaking plan for revising 10 C.F.R. § 73.55 and a pilot
program that would have been conducted in addition to the Operational Safeguards Response
Evaluation (OSRE) program.  As you know, that pilot program and rulemaking were overtaken
by new security initiatives aimed at responding to the threat environment after the events of
September 11, 2001.
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NRC licensees have had a robust private sector security program long before the attacks of
September 11 and those programs have been further enhanced over the past 30 months.  These
enhancements, our emergency preparedness efforts, and our defense-in-depth reactor systems
provide reasonable assurance of protecting the public and the environment from radiological
releases.

I hope you understand that I have made every effort to provide as much information as possible
to address your concerns while protecting national security information.

   Sincerely,

/RA/

Jeffrey S. Merrifield


