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~_LAKE MICHIGAN - Lake Leve/ Fluctuations

Fliictuations in Great Lakes water lévels have occurred continually since the Great Lakes formed at the'end of the Ice Age. Lake levels
.can affect the extent of flooding, shoreline erosion and shoreline property damage, wetland acreage, depth of navigation channels and
.hydroelectric power output. : B ' R : S

STATUTES:/RULE 235%] :Lake level records have been kept for Lake Michigan/Huron since 1860, at Harbor Beach, Michigan. The lowest monthly average lake
:“"‘5*31’%‘55’4‘4’«‘-’4*-"&% B! level recorded during that time, 576.05 IGLD 1985 International Great Lakes Datum, occurred in March 1964. The highest monthly
Bt oy £ ¢ ‘average lake level recorded, 582.32 IGLD 1985, occurred in October 1986. This is a difference of 6.27 feet in water leve! since records
;have been kept. The all time high recorded level of Lake Michigan is 582.64 IGLD 1985 which occurred in June 1886.
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iy . Lake levels for Lake Michigan have been recorded since 1960 at Calumet Harbor in lllinols and are monitored by the U.S. Army Corps
] . of Engineers. Lake level information can also be obtained from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
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D LAKE MICHIGAN - Lake Levels 1960-2001 Monthly
ROUNC Averages
3 k2l Calumet Harbor, lllinois Gage
0
ake Michj k | -
IGLD _ .
: 1985 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
: ..' .‘ Jan 5§77.88 578.70 577.93 577.02 576.17 576.17 577.83 577.62
i i Feb §78.13 578.54 578.15 576.96 576.11 576.22 577.83 577.75
Mar 578.09 578.72 578.29 677.07 576.27 576.58 577.99 577.77
‘ Apr 578.30 578.75 578.40 577.30 576.36 576.91 578.34 578.28
May 579.22 578.93 §78.72 5§77.53 576.61 | 577.32 578.43 5§78.75
Jun 5§79.63 578.96 . 578.89 - 577.79 576.74, 57;.61 . 578.49” 579.04 -
Jul . §79.85 §79.03 - 578.-79 B 57;;70 ' | 576.86 ' . .5}7.60 578.44. 579.1‘79 :
Aug 579.95 578.99 §78.63 . 577.65 576.76 577.66 578.28 §79.16
Sep 57'5.91 - - 578.86 : 578.‘38 ‘577.65‘ 576.63 . 577.72 - 578;18 . 578.98
Oct 5§79.47 578.69 §78.19 - 577.19 576.42 577.80 577.52 §78.57
Nov 5§79.10 578.47° 577.7;1. 576.77 - 576.25 : © 5§77.62 577.67 5§78.53
Dec |. . 57883 578.20 57736 : 5;;76.53 | 576..2'2“-‘ 3 5:17.78A 5771.74 578.51
hup://www.state.in.us/dnr/water/lake_michigan/coastal/lmll_calhar.htm! 6/8/2004




Division ]'.'Vaiér -Lak| fichigan-L  Levels 1960-2001 Monthly A‘ll If\'ges | ] -Yage 2 of 5.
' l6Lo B ' h
1985 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975
Jan'|  s78.49 579.00 579.47 57947 |° : 580.60 580.58 580.25
Feb ; 578,58 57921. | 57032 | 57082 | |- "580.86. " saogt | sm0ss
Mar |- 51848 | 57943 | 57023 | sroms | - sa10s | ss0e7 | seost
Apr 578.62 57045 |: 579.40 58003 |© 581.32 58117 580.71
May 57896 | 57989 " srem 58040 |- 58069 | 581.55 581.49 581.08
can | stea 580.25 580.08 580.66 seozt | setzr | setzz | seres
Jul 579.27 58069 | - 580.15.[ 580.63 580.77. | .. 58177 sa179 | 58123
- Aug 57934 |- - seos1 | ..ss00s.| seos3 | ssio1 | ) 581,60 581.15
- -gep-| 57943 | - se0an.-| . s7008 |. seosa.|. seros | | Csatzz | setae
oct-| - s1921-| - s7996-.|- 1990 |... . | . seoss sa120 | . ss084 | ssoe2
Nov |--~57027 |- 57081 .| . 57080 |+ ... | .se0m0 |. seoso | seozo 580.34
- pec-| -s7008- | - srase- |- sr972 .. .. | seoes |. seoss saose | sso2s
G- | ] , . 7
1985 1976 - 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981, | 1982 1983
Cyan | s7e0s | s7ess | srezs | sre2d | ssco0 | s7e84|  s70.20 579.79
kb | 57900 | s7e79 | sraina 57928 '| 58001 | 579.35 57941 | 57983 "
CMar | sso42 | s7003 | sroos | s70.42 579.89 57950 | 57908 | sgo.16
Taor | ssror | seso | osrema | ssoioi | sebza | s079 57938 | “ss022
“ May | sezr |7 sresa | sreee | Tssose | seons | | s8020° | 57979 | ssoes
dun |. -58133 | sreas | srerr | se0z2 seost | ssoss | sross 58097
su*| -est3s |. srems | stem1 | seoms | ssoes | ssoss 57984 .| ssoa7
nug |- ssra2 | sro2a’| _ste72 | ssoss | seoso . 58031 67085 | 58085

I : eee . T
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Division — Water - Lak| tlichigan-L  Levels 1Y60-2001 Monthly Ajp-ages
r oep suu.69 ° SBL.UT buu.ﬁs'" ’ SYU.46 SBU.SU 919./8 i SBL.48
Oct 58023 |* 579.72 580.49 580.23 580.04 579.48 580.44
Nov 579.51 579.18 579.55 580.13 579.87 579.80 579.43 580.26
Dec 579.09 5§79.22 579.19 580.10 579.68 579.42 579.62 579.93
IGLD

1985 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
Jan §79.78 580.51 581.26 581.41 579.41 578.68 577.96 578.65
Feb 580.03 580.46 581.40 581.33 579.54 578.67 578.15 578.59
Mar 6£80.12 580.86 581.29 581.28 579.52 578.86 578.24 578.87
Apr 580.45 581.40 581.74 581.29 579.88 578.98 578.48 579.34
May 580.56 581.72 581.85 581.17 579.97 579,09 578.86 579.66
Jun 580.93 581.73 582.01 581.13 579.84 579.54 579.02 579.86
Jul 581.02 581.58 582.13 580.95 579.62 579,65 579.33 579.76
Aug 581.05 581.49 §82.14 580.85 579.35 §79.38 §79.28 579.64
Sep 580.86 581.44 582.12 580.60 579.10 579.18 579.10 579.09
Oct 580.68 581.28 582.50 580.10 5§78.92 578.80 578.91 578.89
Nov 580.54 581.64 581.91 579.89 578.93 §78.35 578.73 578.67
Dec 580.34 581.35 581.58 579.77 578.75 578.19 578.81 578.78

IGLD

1985 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1899
Jan 578.67 579.30 5§79.40 579.26 578.71 579.99 579.95 578.41
Feb 578.74 5§79.27 5§79.40 579.07 578,77 580,18 580.02 578.37
Mar 578.94 579.27 579.43A 579.10 578.94 580.41 580.12 578.36
Aor 579.04 .579.48 579.56 579.23 879.10 580.58 580.54 578.56
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Divisic;nr Water - Lak | fichigan-L  Levels 1960-2001 Monthly A‘" , ages

: - Ceeees - cretre g meeses - -1l craree g eesies g emesen T i wiee
May 579.30 579.82 579.79 579.46 579.53 581.04 580.58 578.49
Jun 579.30 580.18 579.92 . 579.66 £80.05 581.23 580.44 578.63
Jul 579.33 £80.38 £80.12 579.46 580.25 581.43 580.37 578.70
Aug 579.23 580.31 580.09 579.63 580.25 581.40 580.09 578.73
Sep 579.07 580.12 579.99 579.33 580.31 580.20 579.67 578.29
Oct 579.04 579.82 579.69 580.05 580.77 579.27 577.89
Nov 579.27 579.69 579.46 578.87 579.95 580.38 578.78 577.52
Dec’ 579.10 579.49 579.36 578.74 579.95 580.05 578.44 577.30

IGLD
1985 2000 2001 2002

Jan |577.22 576.67
Feb [577.08 576.73
Mar 577.25 576.93
Apr 577.41 577.07
May 577.5;6 . 577.47
Jun [577.79 577.75
Jul 1578.02 577.75
Aug |577.96 577.66
Sep |577.80 577.65
Oct [577.46 577.48
Nov {577.07 577.58.
Dec [s76.88 577.50

http://www .state.in.us/dnr/water/lake_michigan/coastal/Imll_calhar,html
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Note: These numbers are from the
Calumet Harbor, lll. gage.

LAKE MICHIGAN LAKE LEVELS 1960 - 2001

. Monthly Averages Plotted
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