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To: LSSARP Technical Working Group Members

From: Fielden Dickerson 44( p go/ r
Subject: Location of LSS

The Congress in the Fiscal Year 1989 appropriations 
bill for DOE

included language that designated UNLV as the site 
of the LSS.

Attached is a letter from Senator Johnston that makes this point.

As a second attachment I have also included a copy 
of the

specific language that came out of the conference 
committee.

On the one hand it seems that Congress has spoken 
and that the

LSS must be at UNLV. On the other hand there are those who will

point out that the language that is the basis 
for this conclusion

is part of an appropriations bill and as such gives 
only a

"snapshot" in time. At the time of the FY 1989 appropriations

bill that was the way Congress felt about this 
subject, but there

has beer. no subsequent affirmation of this view 
nor a statement

of the current Congressional view. Moreover, the appropriations

bill directed DOE to place the LSS at UNLV, but 
NRC is the

organization that has responsibility for operating 
and locating

the site for the LSS. Thus it would seem that no site has been

identified for the LSS until the NRC specifically 
makes a

statement of LSS location.

We have not identified any view nor found any 
written material

that objects to the LSS being located at UNLV, 
hence in light of

this aid the Congressional statement it would 
seem appropriate

for son s form of affirmation to be made that 
the policy is that

the LSS will be at UNLV. This could take the form of the TWG

asking the ARP to make a formal statement that 
this would be the

situation. Clearly, before this step could be taken by 
the TWG,

we would need to coordinate it with NRC.

This action of developing a formal statement of where the LSS

will be housed is a necessary step to allow 
planning for facility

development for the LASS.
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Distribution:

Roger Hardwick,. Fax 702.455.5190

John Gandi, Fax 702.794.7907

Dan Graser, Fax 301.415.5079

Tom Narter, Fax 702.895.1183

Kasim Tag1iva, Fax 702.895.1183

Jim Boone, Fax 702.295.9664

cc John Hoyle, Fax 301.415.1672
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The UnPVY &T4 Wa-ter AppoPsLationS S112 P.L. 100,4719 Includes

larzuags directing the Depatmtet E Msry (DOE) to place the iccan-

ing sup :rt SySt4T (LBO) for the CiviLiLn 21di2oat ve Waste ?*positoxy

at the Catvrefity of Sevadaf Los Vegas (UNvjWV) hh Act further directa

Do& to negotiate a cooperatw agreement with UVHM and provides up to

If miLl1Lorl for etablishinV the 08 at UNLY.

In pafsing this LegslatL0o Lt was the intent of tApprop a&

tio.is ComiLttee and Congress to Ftov de NIaNaO and UNbV wLth an oportu-

-=nLty to pArticoiptOIIn the devopPMonet of this unique cotoutr naa i^ty

Lhech to recognied to be t suh national Lportoeo that it has boon

dest n1t9 d are ntl PrLOrttt rystem. rn addition to partl@4patlon

ln tei developmnut of the 8 faLOB lftoty, thb cooperativo agreemoet was

intoaded to provldo UNLV with high orlorarce computing'capaeLty to

support the conputational needs of the nulear waste program. I believe

jt is now tely for DO to undortake an Lnt*AisLve study of thO Compu-

tational requirOmOnts of the nuclear wastS roglSJ and of the need for

high performanloc computing capacLty at the ES facLiety at UNWV.

JY acember li, 1291. pleas* provide this ComittOO with a report

addressng th aditilonAl Oomputational noods of the cLvLlian nuclear

WAste progrAm. St wel as asgocilted 001 p1Ogqa&J that can b well

catisfled by high performance computing eapaOitY At the UNLv LE

facility -__
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Congressional Record -- House

Wednesday, June 22, 1988

100th Cong. 2nd Sess.

134 Cong Rco H 4617

REFERENCE: Vol. 134 No. 93

TITLE: CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4567

TEXT:

[*H4617J Mr. BEVILL submitted the following conference report and
staement on the bill (H.R. 4567) making appropriations for energy and water
development for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1989, and for other
purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. Rept. 100-724)

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4567) making appropriations for
energy and water development for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1989, and
for other purposes, having met, after full and free conferenmc, have agreed to
recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows:
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NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL FUND

An Advisory Committee on High Level Waste Licensing Support System has been
meeting since September 1987 on a negotiated rulemaking by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. The intent of this rulemaking is to provide the procedure
for applications for a license to receive and process high-level radioactive
waste and spent nuclear fuel at a geologic repository that will be based on an
electronic information management system called the licensing support system
(LSS) that will contain material from the license applicant - the Department of
Energy -- Its contractors, and all other potential participants in the
high-level radioactive waste licensing proceeding. It is presently intended that
LSS will not be part of any computer system that Is controlled by any potential
participant to the high-level waste repository licensing proceeding, nor should
the L-SS be physically located on the premises of any of the potential
participants. Nevertheless, DOE or other potential participants would not be
precluded from using the LSS computer facility for a records management system
independent to the LSS. The conferees agree that funds provided In the fiscal
year 1989 appropriation are to be used to initiate this work in this fiscal year
and that the University of NevadaLAs Vegas be designated as the site of the
computer facility that would incorporate both the LSS and independent records
management system of other potential participants including the Department and
the NRC. Location of the LSS at the Univenity of Nevada/Las Vegas Is not
intendc. to preclude it from becoming a contractor to DOE. An amount of up to
$6,000,000 is made available for this purpose and to work out a cooperative
arrangt.ment with the university.
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