
July 7, 2004

Mr. Ben Nissim
1 Club Way
Mount Kisco, NY  10549

Dear Mr. Nissim:

Thanks for your letter to Chairman Diaz regarding the potential shipment of radioactive waste to
Yucca Mountain.  I’m delighted that you wrote to express your concerns as well as possible
solutions.  I’m very happy to see your interest in science and engineering projects of high
national importance, such as the Yucca Mountain Project.  

In response to your letter, I would like to start by saying that the primary goal and mission of my
agency, NRC, is to protect public health and safety from potential release of radioactive
material to the environment.  

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is currently preparing an application to submit to NRC to
obtain a license for a nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain.  Once we receive DOE’s
application, we will thoroughly review it to ensure it meets all of our safety requirements and
that DOE can safely store radioactive waste in Yucca Mountain.  Since we have not yet
received any application from DOE, we cannot make a decision to grant or deny such a license. 

In addition to the review of any license application, we will consider issues related to
transportation of radioactive waste to Yucca Mountain.  For your information, NRC has
approved a plan to conduct a “full-scale” test on the shipping containers. 

If you are interested, you can read more about Yucca Mountain Project and the NRC’s licensing
review process on our Webpage at http://www.nrc.gov/waste/hlw-disposal.html.

I wish you best of luck in your research projects and thanks again for your letter. 

Sincerely,

/RA/

C. William Reamer
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards



July 7, 2004

Mr. Ben Nissim
1 Club Way
Mount Kisco, NY  10549

Dear Mr. Nissim:

Thanks for your letter to Chairman Diaz regarding the potential shipment of radioactive waste to
Yucca Mountain.  I’m delighted that you wrote to express your concerns as well as possible
solutions.  I’m very happy to see your interest in science and engineering projects of high
national importance, such as the Yucca Mountain Project.  

In response to your letter, I would like to start by saying that the primary goal and mission of my
agency, NRC, is to protect public health and safety from potential release of radioactive
material to the environment.  

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is currently preparing an application to submit to NRC to
obtain a license for a nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain.  Once we receive DOE’s
application, we will thoroughly review it to ensure it meets all of our safety requirements and
that DOE can safely store radioactive waste in Yucca Mountain.  Since we have not yet
received any application from DOE, we cannot make a decision to grant or deny such a license. 

In addition to the review of any license application, we will consider issues related to
transportation of radioactive waste to Yucca Mountain.  For your information, NRC has
approved a plan to conduct a “full-scale” test on the shipping containers. 

If you are interested, you can read more about Yucca Mountain Project and the NRC’s licensing
review process on our Webpage at http://www.nrc.gov/waste/hlw-disposal.html.

I wish you best of luck in your research projects and thanks again for your letter. 

Sincerely,

/RA/

C. William Reamer
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

DISTRIBUTION: G20040406
HLWRS r/f NMSS r/f NMSS DO r/f EDO r/f LReyes MVirgilio
PShea MRodgers SECY-LTR-04-0374

*See Previous Concurrence ML041800503

OFC HLWRS HLWRS OGC Tech Ed HLWRS

NAME OTabatabai* NKStablein* JMoore* EKraus* via fax CWReamer*

DATE 06/29/04 06/30/04 07/02/04 07/02/04  07/07/04


