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< JUDD GREGG
NEW HAMPSHIAE

COMMITTEES:

HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR
AND PENSIONS, Chairman

APPROPRIATIONS
BUDGET

GRKEGG CUNCURD

nited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510~2504
(202) 224-3324

Reply to:
Concord Office

June 9, 2004

Mr. Dennis Rathbun, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Mr. Rathbun:

1g)oo2

OFFICES:

125 NORTH MAIN STREET
CONCORD, NH 03301
(603) 225-711§

41 HOOKSETT ROAD, UNIT 2
MANCHESTER, NH 63104
{603} 822-7979

60 PLEASANT STREET
BERLIN, NH 03570
1603) 752-2804

15 PEASE EQULEVARD
PORTSHMOUTH, NH 03801
{603) 421-2271

Enclosed is a letter I received from Charles Butterfield of Hinsdale, New
Hampshire. As you will read, Mr. Butterfield raises several issues regarding the
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Plant in Vemnon, Vermont. Iwould appreciate your

reviews of these issues.

Thank you and I look forward to your response.

JG/ml

Enclosure

Sincerely,

PRINTEC ON RECYCLED PAFLR
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Chares H. Buitterfleld - 433 OxbowRoad - Hinsdale, New Hampshire - 03451

- ; " (603) 256-6571 - cubutter@ sover.net
May322,2004 O[U 0 Juy -y, Py 3
Senator Judd Gregg S 0

393 Russell Senate Building
Washington, D.C: 20510

Dear Senator Greég:

Iseek you"éssistax'mce in three matiers concemning the uprate application filed by
Vermont Yankee ’(Entergy) with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

1. NRCrecently ordered an engineering assessment of the Vernon (Vermont) plant,

_situated not six miles, as the crow flies, from my-house-here ir Hinsdale - Having:
recently attended a lengthy public forum at which the uprate application was
discussed by members and staff of NRC I came away with the distinct impression
that NRC's first priority is advancement of the nuclear power industry and not
public safety. Therefore, I want to see 3 public component to the NRC inspection
team, one with an' obvious public safety bias, This public representation should
include at least one technical persan and one or mare public observers in addition
to any official state representation. I would like {o see these public team participants
report directly to your office and ultimately to towns like Hinsdale that are in the
vicinity of the plant.

2. NRC, through recent changes in the rules governing public access to formal on-
the-recard licensing hearings, has accrued to itself expansive discretion in
determining whose {estimony will be heard., Under the new rules NRC may curtail
or eliminate discovery, cross examination and all other adjudicatory tests of truth,
These changes to 10 CFR 2 are being challenged in federal court, but in the
meantime I ask that you use the power of your office ta urge the NRCto exerdse its
discretion in faver of formal hearings.

3. Vermont Yankee was built before the first set of huclear power plant design

- - -criteria-were formatized Design criteria, safety standards and regulationsHave =~ ——

evolved since Vermont Yankee began.operating same thirty plus years aga. Where
the plant is exempted from or otherwise does not comply with ali current nuclear
safety standards, NRC must analyze and certify what effects, if any, these deviations
from current standards have on risk to the public. Thope you will do all that you
can to persuade the NRC to include this analysis in the uprate engineering

- assessment.

Thank you far your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,

%uéa:- #W
Charlés H. Butterfield



