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Eureka County
Yucca Mountain Information Office

P.O. Box 990
Eureka, Nevada 89316

Telephone 775/237-5707 FAX 775/237-5708

May 7, 2004

C. William Reamer, Director
Division of High Level Waste Repository Safety

-------- Office of-NuclearMaterial Safety and Safeguards-------------
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

RE: Follow up from May 5, 2004, Technical Exchange on Analysis Model Reports,
Process Controls, and Corrective Actions

Dear Mr. Reamer:

On May 5, at the above referenced meeting between NRC and DOE, during public
comment, I raised a question concerning language that appeared in the public notices of
the meetings that were closed to the public.

I am xWritini to provide youdwith c6pies of the NRC'ii6tices tfhat I referred to; and the
language related to NRC's 6onfmiitmeht'to consider a policy regarding State~and local
government observations at simiilar future meetings ' . . .! .' '

The original notice for the three evaluation' rn'e'tings dated Septemnber 24,' 2003, stated
that there would be open entrance and exit meetings where interested parties could attend
either in person or via teleconference. In that notice, there was no mention of

--- cconsideration of a-revised-Policy-Statement regarding the -protocols for observation by -

various parties. I believe that the'open entrance meeting'was not conducted.
.:~~ ~ ~~~~~ .f.' b ,S(1 t'-.. i

Enclosed are the notices dated November 4aiid N6vembier 25; 2003, announcing the
closed meetings. The last paragraph of the notices states, "At this time the eyalhlation of
DOE is not opeli to iiblic ob&eii'dtiui2l;In parallel isvith conducting this evaluation, the
NRC staff is cofisiderin7 ivheiher a reiised PoliceyStaienzient and/or iieivp)otocol should
be developed io cov6e Stakt66lal, liad Tribal gdVernimiiiY reqi(ests to obkerie NRC
activities at Yucca Mountain.
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I have several questions related to this statement:

1. Has NRC determined whether a revised Policy Statement or new protocol should
be developed? If such a determination has been made, what was the process used
to reach the conclusion? Was there any discussion or consultation with State,
local and Tribal governments?

2. The first sentence in the paragraph addresses the closed meetings situation. Does
the rest of the paragraph relate to the closed meeting scenario or to other activities
for which NRC is considering limiting State, local and Tribal government access?

3. The paragraph indicates that the public observation policy would only relate to
State, local and Tribal governments, not to the general public. What is the status
of the general public regarding this potential Policy Statement or new protocol?

4. By stating "at this time" the statement raises the question of whether future
similar.meetings.might be open to public observation. Is the determination
currently made by NRC on a case-by-case basis, or is there an overarching
principle involved in the determination of when the meeting is closed?

I realize that if DOE meets its announced schedule, the rules of engagement for pre-
licensing will become moot. Nevertheless, I believe that it is important for the NRC staff
to be aware of the confusion and suspicion generated by the action of closing the
meetings. The paragraph cited indicated that there would be further consideration by.
NRC of the role of State, local, and Tribal governments in these important meetings. At}
the May 5 meeting, this was not addressed and should have been.

I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Abigail C. Johnson
Nuclear Waste Advisor

Lcc:_Ieonard.Fiorenzi, Laurel Marshal,-Eureka County_ ,
Chip Cameron, NRC
Steve Frishman, State of Nevada
Irene Navis, Clark County

Enclosures: NRC memos dated September 24, November 4, and November 25, 2003
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20555-00

, September 24, 2003

MEMORANDUM TO: Janet R. Schlueter, Chief
High-Level Waste Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

FROM: GR Thomas 0. Matula, Senior Quality Assurance Engineer
eT Projects and Engineering Section

-- High-Level Waste Brancha-----
Division of Waste Management

- Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

SUBJECT: FORTHCOMING U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC).
EVALUATION OF DOE TECHNICAL INFORMATION IN CERTAIN
ANALYSIS MODEL REPORTS (AMRs) AND CORRECTIVE ACTION
EFFECTIVENESS

DATE October 6-10, 2003 Part 1 of 3
November 3-7, 2003 Part 2 of 3
December 1-5, 2003 Part 3 of 3

,,EVOCATJON: DOE-Las Vegas, Nevada

U.S. NRC-staff will: (1) evaluate the adequacy of technical information in certain AMRs to be
used should the DOE submit a license application for a potential geologic repository at Yucca
Mountain, NV; and (2) evaluate the effectiveness of corrective action in certain quality-affecting
activities. The evaluations will allow NRC to make an independent assessment of the quality of
certain DOE products. The evaluations are not intended to replace any future license review
process.

------- An entrance-meeting-open to public observation will be-held-on October 6irom 8:30 a.m.- -
9:30 a.m. (PT), at 9960 Covington Cross Drive (Building 9), Room 915, Las Vegas, Nevada.
Interested parties may also listen to the entrance meeting via teleconference by calling
(301) 231-5539 PASSCODE 9191 or (800) 638-8081 PASSCODE 9191.

At this time, the staff plans to conduct an exit meeting with DOE, open to the public, after the
results of the evaluations are summarized. In early 2004, NRC staff plans to issue a written
report summarizing the evaluation findings that will be made publicly available.

CONTACT: Darlene Higgs gdh1 @nrc.gov 301-415-6711

Category 1 meeting: The public is invited to observe the entrance meeting and will have an
opportunity to communicate with the NRC before the meeting Is adjourned.
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November 4, 2003

MEMORANDUM TO: Janet R. Schlueter, Chief
High-Level Waste Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

FROM: Thomas 0. Matula, Senior Quality Assurance Engineer
Projects and Engineering Section
High-Level Waste Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF THE FORTHCOMING U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION EVALUATION OF DOE TECHNICAL INFORMATION IN
AN ANALYSIS MODEL REPORT, CONTROL PROCESS
EFFECTIVENESS, AND CORRECTIVE ACTION EFFECTIVENESS

DATES:

LOCATION:

November 17-21, 2003

DOE - Las Vegas, Nevada

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff will evaluate: (1) adequacy of technical
information in an Analysis Model Report (AMR) to be used should the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) submit a license application for a potential geologic repository at Yucca
Mountain, Nevada; (2) effectiveness development and control processes associated with the
production of AMRs; and (3) effectiveness in corrective action in certain quality-affecting
activities. Quality-affecting activities would include checking to make sure the data in a report
can be traced back to its source and that software is being controlled and appropriately used for
its intended purpose. The purpose of the staff's independent evaluation of DOE's program is to
develop information to assist the staff in making an independent judgment about the quality of
certain DOE activities. Future evaluation activities will be announced as they are scheduled.
The evaluation is not intended to replace any future license review process.

-- 'o-At this-time,-the evaluation of DOE-is not open to-public observation.- In parallel with conducting-
this evaluation, the NRC staff is considering whether a revised Policy Statement and/or a new
protocol should be developed to cover State, local, and Tribal government r quests to observe
NRC activities at Yucca Mountain.

CONTACT: Darlene Higgs qdh1(nrc.qov 301-415-6711



cs Al UNITED STATES
0 ANUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2055-D001

November 25, 2003

MEMORANDUM TO: Janet R. Schlueter, Chief
High-Level Waste Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

FROM: Thomas 0. Matula, Senior Quality Assurance Engineer
Projects and Engineering Section 7 + ,vAt g
High-Level Waste Branch
Division of Waste Managernent
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF THE FORTHCOMING U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION EVALUATION OF DOE TECHNICAL INFORMATION IN
AN ANALYSIS MODEL REPORT, CONTROL PROCESS
EFFECTIVENESS, AND CORRECTIVE ACTION EFFECTIVENESS

DATES: December 8 - 12, 2003

LOCATION: DOE - Las Vegas, Nevada

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff will evaluate: (1) adequacy of technical .
information in an Analysis Model Report (AMR) to be used should the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) submit a license application for a potential geologic repository at Yucca
Mountain, Nevada; (2) effectiveness development and control processes associated with the.e
production of AMRs; and (3) effectiveness in corrective action in certain quality-affecting
activities. Quality-affecting activities would include checking to make sure the data in a report
can be traced back to its source and that software is being controlled and appropriately used for
its intended purpose. The purpose of the staff's independent evaluation of DOE's program is to
-develop information to assist the staff in making an independent judgment about the quality of
certain DOE activities. This is the second in a series of such evaluations. Future evaluation
activities will be announced as they are scheduled. The evaluation is not intended to replace
any future license review process.

At this time, the evaluation of DOE is not open to public observation. In parallel with conducting
this evaluation, the NRC staff is considering whether a revised Policy Statement and/or a new
protocol should be developed to cover State, local, and Tribal government requests to observe
NRC activities at Yucca Mountain.

CONTACT: Darlene Higgs qdhl Qnrc.clov 301-41 5-671 1
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