
June 10, 2004

Ms. Sarah Fields
P.O. Box 143
Moab, Utah 84532

Dear Ms. Fields:

Enclosed is the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) response to your
April 23, 2004 letter to Mr. Osiris Siurano of my staff regarding NRC’s eligibility determination
request to the National Register of Historic Places for properties in San Juan County, Utah.

As part of NRC’s licensing action of Energy Nuclear Fuels, Inc., the NRC requested that the
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places establish the White Mesa Archaeological
District as an area potentially affected by the White Mesa milling operations.  Based on the
documentation available to us, the White Mesa Archaeological District and its addition (i.e.,
Energy Fuels Exchange Parcel) were found and were noticed in the Federal Register to be
eligible for listing.  However, based on available information, we could not determine if the
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places ever requested either the NRC or the State
Historic Preservation Officer to nominate the White Mesa Archaeological District for listing in
the National Register.

As part of its licensing process, the NRC required the licensee to manage its activities as if the
White Mesa Archaeological District had been listed as a historically/archaeologically important
area regardless of whether or not it was included in the Register.  In response, the licensee 
has complied with the provisions of the Historic Preservation Act and has taken the mitigative
measures necessary to protect this area as if it had been included in the Register, (i.e., as a
historically/archaeologically important area).

When the NRC has questions on the status of sites under the Historic Preservation Act, the
NRC requests this information from the State Historic Preservation Officer.  We suggest you
contact them for the current status of the White Mesa Archaeological District.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and hope our letter has been responsive to your
request.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Paul H. Lohaus, Director
Office of State and Tribal Programs

Enclosure: 
As stated

cc: Carol D. Shull, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
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NRC Response to White Mesa Archaeological District Questions

Question 1: I request that the NRC verify that the Keeper of the National Register found the
parcels described in the March 28, 1979 and December 12, 1979 requests to be
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Response:  The information you provided in the supporting attachments to your April 23, 2004
letter reflects the same information the NRC has in its files.  Based on that information, the
parcels described in the March 28, 1979 and December 12, 1979 requests to the National
Register of Historic Places were found eligible to be included in the National Register of Historic
Places.

Question 2: Were the White Mesa Archaeological District and the additions to that district
noticed in the Federal Register?  Does the NRC keep a file of Federal Register
Notices that notice the eligibility of properties where the NRC has initiated the
eligibility determination?  Does the NRC have the FRNs and the cumulative
annual edition that lists the White Mesa Archaeological District?  What are the
dates and pages of the FRNs?

Response:  As required by 36 CFR 63.5, a Federal Register Notice (FRN) on the White Mesa
Archaeological District eligibility determination was published on March 18, 1980 (45 FR 17514;
Enclosure 1).  The FRN regarding the addition of the Energy Fuels Exchange Parcel to the
White Mesa Archaeological District eligibility determination was published on February 3, 1981
(46 FR 10664; Enclosure 2).  Although there were other eligibility determinations for sites within
the Blanding area published during subsequent years, we do not believe any of them are
specifically related to the White Mesa Archaeological District.

As with any Federal Agency, the NRC keeps its own record of FRNs for its use.  We
understand that the Office of the Federal Register should be contacted on requests for copies
of FRNs published in the past.  However, for your convenience, we are providing you the copies
of the FRNs we believe provide the information you asked for.

For a cumulative listing comprising all properties listed in the National Register, we recommend
that users review the following FRNs listings:

• 44 FR   7416, February 6, 1979 (cumulative listing up to 1978)
• 45 FR 17446, March 18, 1980 (cumulative listing update)
• 46 FR 10622, February 3, 1981 (cumulative listing update)
• 47 FR   4932, February 2, 1982 (cumulative listing update)
• 48 FR   8626, March 1, 1983 (cumulative listing update)
• 49 FR   4605, February 7, 1984 (cumulative listing update)
• 50 FR   8850, March 5, 1985 (cumulative listing update)
• 51 FR   6626, February 25, 1986 (cumulative listing update)

Based on the information in the FRNs published to date, no additional cumulative listings have 
been published.  We understand that the listings in the above referenced volumes of FRNs are
current unless information stating otherwise is provided.



Question 3: Did the NRC receive any eligibility notification after additional information
regarding the White Mesa historical sites was forwarded to Mr. Murtagh, Keeper
of the National Register, in December 1979?  If the NRC did not receive this
eligibility notification, what is the NRC going to do about the failure of the Keeper
to respond to NRC’s request for an eligibility determination for the White Mesa
historical sites?

Response:  The information you provided included the eligibility determination for the original
District and additions to it.  Under the National Historic Preservation Act, the NRC requires its
licensees to protect historically/archaeologically important sites; however, a listing on the
National Register is not necessary for the NRC to take the initiative to require licensees to
protect eligible areas.

Question 4: Did the Keeper of the National Register request that the NRC nominate the
property for listing in the National Register?  If not, why not?  If so, when?  What
was the result of that nomination?

Response: The Keeper of the National Register did not request that the NRC nominate the
property for listing in the National Register.  The NRC has no record of the Keeper’s request to
the State Historic Preservation Officer or the NRC for such a nomination.


