June 15, 2004

Dr. B. John Garrick, Chairman
Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON NUCLEAR WASTE LETTER
DATED MAY 3, 2004, ON THE WORKING GROUP SESSION ON BIOSPHERE
DOSE CALCULATIONS

Dear Dr. Garrick:

| am replying to your letter to Chairman Diaz, dated May 3, 2004, that provided the Advisory
Committee on Nuclear Waste's (ACNW) report on the results of the working group session on
biosphere dose calculations. The ACNW's letter identified a number of suggestions and
observations for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to consider in its potential license
application. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff will remain cognizant of
these suggestions and observations in any continued interactions with DOE that include
biosphere issues.

The NRC staff appreciates the ACNW'’s continued interest in, and input on, the technical
analysis associated with biosphere.

Sincerely,

/RA William Kane Acting For/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Chairman Diaz
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield
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