May 17, 2004

MEMORANDUM TO: Cathy Haney, Program Director
Policy and Rulemaking Program
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs, NRR

FROM: Peter C. Wen, Project Manager IRA/
Policy and Rulemaking Program
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs, NRR

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF MAY 13, 2004, PUBLIC MEETING REGARDING
PROBABILISTIC RISK ASSESSMENT QUALITY ACTION PLAN

On May 13, 2004, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a public meeting to
continue discussions with the industry and the public on the Staff's response to the staff
requirements memorandum (SRM), COMNJD-03-0002, “Stabilizing the PRA Quality
Expectations and Requirements.” The purpose of the meeting was to (1) provide a forum for
stakeholders to comment on the draft action plan (ML040750462) that was published on March
15, 2004, (2) present the staff's latest thoughts on policy issues, and (3) discuss industry
activities in the area of uncertainty analysis. The meeting attendees are listed in Attachment 1.

The staff presentation (Attachment 2 (ADAMS Accession Number: ML041380041)) focused on
changes to the draft plan that were made in response to previous comments from the public
and the ACRS. Much of the discussion focused on the staff's proposal to change its
prioritization scheme for licensee’s submittals. The staff noted that it added a new task to the
plan to develop a process for prioritizing and scheduling reviews. The group consensus was
that the criteria that the staff are proposing to use are the correct ones. There were several
suggestions, however, for improvements to the flow charts in the plan. The staff next presented
the three remaining potential policy issues and noted that it would highlight these in the paper
forwarding the plan to the Commission. Finally, the staff discussed the efforts underway to
resolve the technical issues that were noted in the SRM.

Next, representatives of EPRI and Westinghouse discussed their PRA scope and quality
initiative. The objectives of their presentation (Attachment 3 (ADAMS Accession Number:
ML041380057)) were to (1) emphasize the importance of resolving technical issues for PRA
scope and quality, (2) describe the industry program, and (3) provide details on the uncertainty
task in the program.

The staff noted that the industry efforts were complementary to the staff’'s and agreed to meet
with the industry to continue a technical information exchange. The staff also agreed that it
may be appropriate to reference the industry program in its action plan.

Having completed discussion of the agenda items, the group adjourned. Representatives of
the NRC and the industry agreed that this meeting had been useful for the exchange of
information on the discussion subject.
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