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On October &, 1967, at 4:20 p.m. R. S. Cleveland, Senior Radistion
Specialist, CO:l, received a telephons call from Dr. Jobm G. MacHutchin,
Chairman of the Radioisotope Committes for the licemsse who reported

that on the preceding day, ia the courss of familiarizing an employss
with the americius dry box preliminary to resumisg operstioms im the
radius-ssericium laboratory, & vial contaiaing 2.8929 curies of americium
oxide was found to be missing. A preliminary sesxch failed to locste the
nissing waterisl. 1t was assumed that the vial of smericium oxide mey
have been discsrded accidentally during decontamination work conducted

in the laboratory between June 20, 1967 and October 3, 1967, when the

loss was discoversd.

On October 5, 1967, a telegram was received from the licensee confirming
the oral report made by Dr. MacHutchin., The original and a copy of this
telagram were forwarded to CO:RQ om October 6, 1967.

During the decontsmination of the radium-emericium lsboratory, 233 drums,

_cartons or crstes of radfoactive waste wers shipped to Nuclear Engineering,

Inc., Morehead, Xentucky, for disposal by burisl. Upon becoming sware thet
the americium may have inadvertently been disposed of as waste in the cleea-
up operations, Dr. Macflutchin bad telephoned to the burial ground to
sscertain whether the vaste containers, shipped in three different lots

had been buried. According to MacHutchin, he was informed that the mate-

rial had been disposed of by burial but was reclsimable.

' Mo personnel exposure resulted from the loss of the americium-oxide.

C0:1 initiated investigstion of this loss at licensee's premises on the

soming of October 6, 1967, and continued the investigstion until October
13, 1967, '

Licensse issued & press release for publication ia the local ares news-
papers.
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The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Health, was notified
of this incident at 9:00 a.m. October 6, 1967, and & represaentative of
the depsrtment was present during the investigation conducted Octobsr
6 thru 12, 1967, inclusive.
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No other federal agencies were notifiad of thiés occurrance nor was
assistance of the Radiologicsl Emergency Assistance Team requested.

The report of investigation {s in prspsration and it is anticipated
that it will be submitted prior to November 1, 1967.



