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Gentlemen:

According to your license application, the control rods in your reactor
facility are of the type which move within the core in guides which are
an integral part of fuel element assemblies, Your application further
indicates that there are provisions incorporated in your facility to
mechanically hold down these particular fuel elements in your reactor,
but the details of this mechanical feature are not clearly described.

Recently, in another pool-type reactor facility, a control rod became
Jammed in its special fuel element. It is evident that the possibility
exists that such jamming in some circumstances could result in the inad-
vertent withdrawal of a fuel element from the core. Further, if the
withdrawn fuel element were to subsequently drop back into the reactor,
a serious accident might result.

Accordingly, in accordance with section 50.54 (f) of the Commission's
regulations, you are requested to submit to the Commission within 30
days of receipt of this letter a report as to whether your reactor as
constructed provides positive mechanical means to prevent the inadvertent
lifting of fuel elements through movement of control or safety rods, and
a description and evaluation of the adequacy of such means if they exist.
If, in view of the occurrence described, the mechanical means provided do
not appear to be adequate or if no such means are provided, the following
additional items should be described in the report:

(1) Design and procedural safeguards, other than mechanical means,
provided to prevent the inadvertent lifting of fuel elements
through movement of the control or safety rods, and an evaluation
of the adequacy of these methods;

(2) All materials used in the control or safety rods, including poison
material;

(3) The method of manufacture of the rods;
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(4) The method of testing the rods for leak tightness, if applicable;

(5) Any other related information, such as clearances between rods
and fuel elements, method of coupling rod and drive, etc., which
may be pertinent to this problem.

Fifteen copies of the above report should be submitted in writing, three
of-which should be signed un&er oath or affirmation, to enable the Com-
mission to determine whether or not your license should be modified in
accordance with our regulations to alleviate this problem.

Sincerely yours,

Original Signed by R. L. Kirk

Director
Division of Licensing and Regulation
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