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Senate Armed Services Committee
John Warner, Chairman;
Ranking Member Carl Levin;
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton,
228 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Fax: (202) 228-0037

Mr. Chairman, Senator Clinton, and Distinguished Members of the
Committee:

We are writing with respect to Senator Graham's current legislative measure
before you as part of the defense authorization bill, to reclassify high-level
radioactive waste so that it is treated for disposal purposes as low-level
waste. The measure would allow radioactive sludge from the reprocessing of
plutonium for the nation's nuclear arsenal to remain in siu, covered merely by
grout, rather than be shipped to a high-level waste repository as the law
currently requires.

We recognize that this measure will purportedly minimize the prohibitive
extraction and clean-up costs associated with disposal of 90 million gallons of
residual spent fuel. However, this so-called "remediation" will have the
unintended effect of undermining long-held public protections under the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act, which mandates the burial of such highly toxic
material in deep, geological vaults. Background radiation already has been
proven to cause unavoidable exposures to our communities; the addition of
preventable doses from such 'remediated' sites is therefore unsupportable. :

We oppose this measure in (he strongest terms, and urge you to assure that c

state regulators, rather than the Department of Energy, will have the final ;
word in overseeing decisions regarding such disposal, so that this toxic brewC
not leave a legacy of radioactive pollution at defense sites in Idaho,
Washington, and South Carolina for generations to come.
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We also call on the Department of Energy, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and the Department of Transportation to revoke/reverse their
internal orders, proposals and expenditures of late, which have as their
coincident aims the release of radioactive wastes into the environment,
infrastructure and marketplace under weaker restrictions than the law requires
at present. We call upon them, rather, to initiate policies requiring stricter
regulation and isolation of all radioactive wastes, and to rccapture and recall
radioactive materials and wastes that have already been released.

espectfully Submitted,

Leslie Seff
Director, Sustainable Energy Project
GRACE Public Fund
215 Lexington Avenue, Suite 1001
New York, NY 10016
Tel: 212-726-9161
Fax: 212-726-9160

cc:
Secretary of Transportation Nornan Mineta,
US Dept of Transportation,
400 Seventh St. SW, Washington, DC 20590;
Fax 202-366-7202;
nonnan.ninctaeost.dot.gov

Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham, and
Deputy Energy Secretary Kyle McSlarrow
US Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Ave SW,
Washington, DC, 20585;
Fax: 202-586-4403;
The.S ecretaryghq.doe.gov

Chair, US Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Washington, DC 20555;
Fax 301-415-1757;
chairmansnrc.gov


