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THE AOMINISTRATOR

Mr. Wiliiam D. Ruckelghaus

Administrator

U.S. Environzmental Protection Agency

40% M Street, S.W.

ﬂlshington, D.Ce 20450 .

Dear Mr. Ruckelsgshaus:

In Janmuary of 1983, the Science Advigory Board vas asked to review the
Agency's proposed environmental standards for the sanagement and disposal of
spent nucleer fuel, high-level and transurzrnic radicactive wastes (40 CTrR
191). We have conmpleted our review of the proposed standardsg, and are
pleased to forward tc you our report, which has been reviewed and approved
by the SAB Executive Committee. .

The High-lLevel Radicactive Haste Disposal Suwbeomrmittee received the
schnical basis o©of the propecsed standards for review after they had been
slished 4{n the PFederal Register and after both risk assessment and risk

sanagerant decisions had been made and incorporated into the proposed stan-
dards. As charged, the Suwbcommittee concentrated its review on the sclen~-
tific and technical issues. However, given the timing of its review in the
rulemaking process, the Subcommittee found it wvirtually impossidble to separ-
ate scientific and technical evaluations from matters of policy, since they
are 8o interdependent. Our consideraticn of and recommendation to relax
the societal cbjective (1000 cancer deaths in 10,000 years) by & factor of
ten exemplifies this point. In any event, as responsidle scientists and
concerned citizeng we feel it is essential that we provide you with a com-
prehensive report of ocur findings.

Our job has, ux no small way, been greatly helped by the cooperation
and assistance we have received from the Office of Radiation Programs, and
4t has been a pleasure to work with theme If I can answer any qQuestions,
or should you wish further review, I would be pleased to brief you on the
contents of the Subcommittee's conclusions and reccomendations.

Sincerely,

A 2GS,

Herman E. Collier, Jr.

Chairman, High-Level
Radicactive Waste
Disposal Subcommittee
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