April 28, 2004

MEMORANDUM TO: Chairman Diaz

FROM: William D. Travers /RA/
Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO ANONYMOUS MESSAGE CONCERNING THE
TRACE COMPUTER CODE DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW
PRACTICES

This memorandum is in response to the request made in your memorandum dated
March 18, 2004, to inform you of our response to the Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) regarding the anonymous e-mail received by ACRS member
Dr. Graham Wallis. The anonymous e-mail criticized the NRC code development process and
the numerical solution method used in the TRACE computer code. The Office of Nuclear
Regulatory Research (RES) has reviewed the contents of the message and has determined
that no actions are required. RES will meet with the ACRS to discuss the issues raised in the
e-mail, if requested to do so. The issues raised in the anonymous e-mail are discussed in the
attached response to the ACRS.
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