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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555-0001

South Texas Project
Units 1 and 2

Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499
Resolution of Thermo-Lag Concerns at the South Texas Project-

Application of Regulatory Guide 1.75 Requirements

Reference: Correspondence from William T. Cottle, South Texas Project, to NRC Document
Control Desk, dated April 15, 1998 (NOC-AE-000129)

The South Texas Project submits the following information to update the description of the
current status of Thermo-Lag use previously provided in the referenced correspondence. In
addition to the Thermo-Lag previously identified to be left in place, the South Texas Project
intends to not remove Thermo-Lag found to be necessary for separation purposes under
Regulatory Guide 1.75, "Physical Independence of Electric Systems."

Thermo-Lag satisfies the requirements of Regulatory Guide 1.75 for a separation barrier. Use of
Thermo-Lag as a separation barrier in specified, selected areas is acceptable because there is no
impact on cable ampacity in those applications and the remaining Thermo-Lag is bounded by the
fire load analyses. It will not be counted as a fire barrier in these applications. Furthermore,
Thermo-Lag will only be used as a separation barrier outside reactor containment.

Remaining South Texas Project efforts with regard to Thermo-Lag are planned to be completed
by the end of 1998. Should that schedule change, the South Texas Project will notify the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. If there are any questions, please contact either Mr. P. L. Walker at
(512) 972-8392 or me at (512) 972-8787.
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Ellis W. Merschoff
Regional Administrator, Region IV
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011-8064

Thomas W. Alexion
Project Manager, Mail Code 13H3
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

David P. Loveless
Sr. Resident Inspector
c/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. 0. Box 910
Bay City, TX 77404-0910

J. R. Newman, Esquire
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
1800 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-5869

M. T. Hardt/W. C. Gunst
City Public Service
P. 0. Box 1771
San Antonio, TX 78296

Jon C. Wood
Matthews & Branscomb
One Alamo Center
106 S. St. Mary's Street, Suite 700
San Antonio, TX 78205-3692

Institute of Nuclear Power
Operations - Records Center
700 Galleria Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30339-5957

Richard A. Ratliff
Bureau of Radiation Control
Texas Department of Health
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, TX 78756-3189

D. G. Tees/R. L. Balcom
Houston Lighting & Power Co.
P. 0. Box 1700
Houston, TX 77251

Central Power and Light Company
ATTN: G. E. Vaughn/C. A. Johnson
P. 0. Box 289, Mail Code: N5012
Wadsworth, TX 77483

A. Ramirez/C. M. Canady
City of Austin
Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704


