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March 16, 2004
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Attn: Document Control Desk

Director

Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission .
Washington, DC 20005-0001" - - - . , ’ \
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Louisiana Energy Services, L. P.
National Enrichment Facility
NRC Docket No. 70-3103

Subject: Response to NRC Request Concerning the Quality Assurance Program
Description

By letter dated December 12, 2003, Louisiana Energy Services (LES), L. P., submitted
applications for the licenses necessary to authorize construction and operatlon of agas
‘centrifuge ‘uraniim enrichment facﬂrty, the’ National Enrichment Facility (NEF). The .
Quality Assuranca Program Deacrlptlon (QAPD) was mcluded as part of the appllcatlons
as Appendix A to Safety AnaIyS|s Report (SAR)’ Chapter 11, “Management Measures.”
The QAPD was also submlttec separately to the NRC on November 21, 2003. '

Dunng the meetrng between representatrves of the NRC and LES on February 26, 2004
and subsequent telephone dlscusswns .on March 8 and 12, 2004, the NRC requested
clarification of éertain aspects of the' QAPD. This letter provides the requested
clarifications, and the appropriate changes will be made to the QAPD in a subsequent
revision to the license application.

_ Section 2 of the QAPD, “QA Program,” states in the subsection entitled “Quality —
Assurance Training,” that “LES employees who perform QA Level 1 activities receive :
LES QA Indoctrination Training...” LES will include a version of QA Indoctrination
Training as part of the general employee training given for all full-time employees.

Section 3 of the QAPD, “Design Control,” states in the subsection entitled “Design
Process,” that “...when a commercial grade item is' modified and/or tested to new
requirements that are more restrictive than the suppiier’s published product description,
the component part shall be traceable to documentation noting that it is different from the
criginaily approved commercial grade’ item.” LES will apply this commltment such that
for new requirements that are different than thé supplier's published product descrrptlon
the commercial grade cortponent part shall be traceable to documentahon notmg the
dlfference from the onglnahy approved |tem i
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The introduction of Section 4 of fhe QAPD, “Procurement Document Control,” states that “...The
requirements of 10 CFR 21, “Reporting of Defects and Nonconformance,” are invoked during
design, construction, testing and operations of QA Level 1 procurement or dedication of items

and services..." LES will apply the requirements of 10 CFR 21 where appropriate, regardless of
the QA level. '

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at 630-657-2813.

Respectfully,

Vice President — Licensing, Safety, and Nuclear Engineering

cc: T.C. Johnson, NRC Project Manager

N. Farquhar, Energy/Environment Advisor, State of New Mexico, Office of the Governor

D. Watchman-Moore, Deputy Secretary, New Mexico Environment Department
(2 Copies) .

0. M. Holmberg, County Manager, Lea County, New Mexico

J. Brown, Mayor of Eunice, New Mexico

S. McCleery, President, New Mexico Junior College

Dr. C. P. Robinson, President and iL.aboratories Director, Sandia National Laboratories

E. Valdez, Executive Director (Acting), Economic Development Corporation of Lea
County

D. Hancock, Director, Nuclear Waste Safety Program; SRIC Administrator, Southwest
Research and Information Center
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