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Mr. Steve Frishman, Director
Nuclear Waste Programs Office
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Mr. Frishman:

I would like to call to your attention Section 114(e) of the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982 (Enclosure 1) which requires the Secretary of Energy to
prepare and update, in cooperation with affected Federal agencies, a Project
Decision Schedule (PDS) for attaining operation of a nuclear waste repository
within the time periods specified in the Act. The PDS must provide a sequence
of deadlines for Federal agency actions, including an identification of the
activities for which a delay in their start or completion will cause a delay in
the start-up of repository operation. The NWPA also specifies that failure or
expected failure on the part of any Federal agency to comply with any of the
deadlines established in the PDS must be explained in a written report to the
Secretary of Energy and to the Congress.

NRC received a preliminary draft of the PDS from DOE in January 1985 requesting
comments from the participating Federal agencies. We submitted our initial
comments to DOE (Enclosure 2) and are now expecting to receive the draft PDS
for final NRC comment in early July 1985. In addition to the provisions of the
NWPA for State/Tribal interactions with the involved Federal agencies, the
Commission's policy guidance (Enclosure 3) requires us "to maintain close
communications with DOE, the States and affected Indian Tribes so that required
activities and lead times are identified early in the planning process."

We would like to meet with the first round States/Tribes to work out the
appropriate lead time for NRC interactions with States/Tribes on the major
milestones identified for the PDS (Enclosure 4). We do not intend, nor do we
expect, to lock in inviolate commitments from either the States and Tribes or
NRC, but rather some general schedule allowances for interactions that we agree
are appropriate.

We would like to meet individually with each State and Indian Tribe to get your
views on where you would like interactions with NRC so we can consider your
views in our planning and comments on the PDS. Please review the enclosed
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MAR 4 1985

Mr. Ben C. Rusche, Director
Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management

U.S. Department of Energy
Washington, D.C. 20585
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ENCLOSURE 1

NRC Staff Comments
on

Preliminary Draft Project Decision Schedule
U.S. Department of Energy

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
January 1985

February 1985



I. Specific Milestones
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SEQUENCE AND ESTIMATED SCHEDULES FOR HIGH-LEVEL WASTE ACTIONS
UNDER NWPA (ACTIONS IDENTIFIED By ENCLOSURE 1 MILESTONE NUMBERS)
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