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(6)MINERAL RESOURCES. Minnesota probably has significant and largely
unexplored trategic mineral resources n or near some of the
crystalline rocks under consideration. DOE siting criteria state that
"siting a repository near a known strategic or unique mineral resource
poses a potential concern in that the repository may actually preempt
future use of the resource" (DOE, 1985b, p. 96.)

MANY QUESTIONS REMAIL REGARDING THE SAFETY OF DISPOSING HIGH-LEVEL
RADIOACTIVE WASTE IN MINNESOTA'S CRYSTALLINE BEDROCK. THESE QUESTIONS
MUST BE ANSWERED.

WE ARE NOT CONVINCED THAT PERMANET IRRETRIEVABLE BURIAL OF HIGH-
LEVEL WASTE AT THIS TIME IS IN ANYONE'S BEST INTEREST. WE THINK

INSTEAD THAT A PROGRAM OF LONG-TERM STORAGE (for example--above
ground that could be monitored) WOULD BUY THE TIME NECESSARY TO

FIND A CREDIBLE WAY OF PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN GRANDCHILDREN, AND
GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN FROM TESE VERY DANGEROUS WASTES.

In summary, Minnesota s concerned for our ground water and surface
water resources, the nability to ever monitor or retrieve the waste
after permanent closure of the repository, and the federal government's
emphasis on finding only a licensable site, NOT THE SAFEST ONE.

We recognize the need for a solution to the nuclear waste problem, but
we believe there are alternatives that provide a greater margin of
safety and less environmental risk. There has to be a safer alternative
than below-ground storage--COST SHOULD NOT A FACTOR.

The health and lives of millions of people will be affected for
THOUSANDS of years--DON'T MAKE SUCH A TERRIBLE MISTAKE AS A HIGH-LEVEL

DISPOSAL SITE IN MINNESOTA..

If you, the Department of Energy, think this type of radioactive waste
dump is so safe for you, your children, your grandchildren, your great-

grandchildren, put it in or close to Washington, DC--in other words,
IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD!!!

WE DO nOT WANT A HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE NUCLEAR WASTE DUMP IN MINNESOTA

AND DON'T FORGET- IT!!!!!!
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