
March 10, 2004

NOTE TO: Miriam Cohen, Director, PMDA

FROM: E, AMT, PMDA /s/

SUBJECT: OMB CLEARANCE EXTENSION FOR 10 CFR PART 11, CRITERIA AND
PROCEDURES FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY FOR ACCESS TO OR
CONTROL OVER SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL.

As I mentioned to you earlier, this OMB clearance for 10 CFR Part 11 was transferred to NSIR
from NMSS.  OCIO requests our review and update of the information collection requirements
for this clearance which expires August 31, 2004.  The lead time allowed (see Background Tab)
is to ensure adequate time for NRC internal review, solicitation of public comments, and OMB
review and clearance prior to the OMB clearance expiration date.

As I understand it, the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 established new requirements:  two
Federal Register Notices must now be published.  The first notice allows the public 60 days to
comment on our intention to seek OMB approval for a renewal of the information collection. 
The second notice is published for a 30-day comment period at the time of the submittal to
OMB. 

In order to meet the deadline for submission of the first notice (60-day notice) to OCIO, our
review and update of the attached Draft Supporting Statement are due to OCIO today, Friday,
March 12, 2004.  Due to the events that took place on September 11, 2001, OMB receipts of
clearance packages are still being delayed by increased mail security measures.  It is important
to meet this date and leave adequate time for our packages to reach OMB in a timely fashion.  

Additionally, I have been informed that there has been a change in the level of information that
the Agency must provide in all OMB clearance packages.  The agency is required to adequately
justify in its OMB clearance submittals the basis for its burden estimates (item 8. of the
Supporting Statement).  OMB will no longer accept a basis that does not involve consultation
with the respondent universe, e.g., “staff’s best estimate.”  

If we receive comments as a result of our 60-day notice, we will have to address them in our
final supporting statement.  But we won't worry about that now.

FCSSPS in coordination with NMSS agreed with the suggested updates to this clearance.  The
updates have been incorporated and are now ready for review and concurrence.  

Staff will create a package in ADAMS which will contain the Draft Supporting Statement and the
Federal Register Notice.  

Attachments:
As stated


