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Nuclear iInformation and Resource Service
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November 08, 2002

Pauletts Robinson ‘ Camin.  Quo ¥ 058
National Marine: Fisheries Service ‘ ol =0
Freedom of Inftarmation Division agd Publications L -

1315 East-West Highway Hesnd{me o~
Sitver Spring, MD 20910 o

Dear Ms, Robirson:

On behalf of Nuiclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS), and pursuaut o the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.5.C. 552(h), et. §eq., I hereby request that you make
available copies of all documents ig the Natjopal Marine Fisheries Service possession
which describe, discuss or depict; :

1) All communications between Florida Power Corporation (FPC) Crystal
River nuclear power station and the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NIVIFS) pertaining to reports of “incidental capture” of threatened snd
endangered sea turtles (Kemp’s ridley, Loggerhead, Leatherback or
Hawksbill and Atlantic Green) for the years 2000, 2001 and to date in
2002. These documents are to inclyde hot only actual reports but also all
correspondence (inclading typed, handwritten and emsil
com munications) referencing both live and dexd sea turtles captures and
other listed endangered species. ' ’

2) All FPC commngications and correspondence between NMFS
refex-encing current take limits and Proposed changes to take limits of
endangered snd threatened species for the years 2000, 2001 and to date in
2002.

3) AllINMFS comamunications between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) referencing current take fimits and proposed changes
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to Crystal River’s take limits of endangered and threatened species for
the years 2600, 2001 and to date jn 2002,

4) All communications between NMES and the corresponding mariculture
or marine science center for Crystal River station receiving surviving
turtles for resuscitation and recuperation that indicates mortality data
for live captures for the years 2000, 2001 and to date in 2002.

This request covers but is not limited to all draft and finsl reports, correspondence,
memoranda, nates, records of telephone Contacts, photographs, videos, electronic
communications including fax transmissions and Email, or other written records, whether
in paper or computer files,

Pursuant to this request, pleass provide all documents and communications prepared or
utilized by, in the pessestion of, of routed through the NRC related to items 14,

For any portion of the request that you devm appropriate to deny, NIRS requests that you
describe the information that is denied, identify the exeeption to the FOIA on which you
rely, and explain how that exception applies to the withheld information.

Pursuant to NMFS regulations, NIRS requests that any searching and copying fees
incurred as a result of this search be waived, and provides the following:

1) Purpose of reguest;

The purpase of the request is 1o gather infermation on the capture of endangered and
threatened species during routine operation of nuclear power stations. The requested
information is currently not available in the public domain,

2) Extent to which NYRS will extract and analyze the substantive content of the
records:

NIRS is qualified to make use of the requested information. The staff has demonstrated
the ability to interpret information and communicate that information in a form
comprebensible to the general public, Members of the NIRS staff have published articles
in such national jowrnals as The Progressive, Nuclear Times, Newsday and Bulletin of
Atomic Scientists. NIRS is quoted as a reljzhle source of information on nuclear issues

in newspapers across the country, including the New York Times, The Washington Post,
and The San Francisco Chronicle.

NIRS has a working relationship with altomeys, physicists, engineers, veterinarians,
biologists and other respected professionals who contribute i the full understanding of
regulatory compliauce and endangered or threatened species.
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3)  Nature of the specific activity or research in which the records will be used
and NIRS's qua Jifications to utilize the information for the intended use in such a
way that it will contribnte to poblic understanding:

NIRS seeks the requested information solely to contribute to and help shape the public

debate on regulatory compliance and the protection of endangered or threatened species.
NIRS intends to use the infarmation in order to advance the eoncerns for public
understanding of regulatory compliance and protection of endangered and threatened
species, 3
4) Likely impact on the public's understanding of the subject as compared to the
level of nnderstanding of the subject prior to disclosure:

The public understanding of the issues of regulatory compliance and environmental
protection will be enhanced by the contribution of this information,

§)  Size and nature of the public to whose understanding a contribution will be
made:

NIRS has an active subscribing membership of ever 1500 throughout the United Stares,
Several thougand additional members periodically recsive mailings from NIRS

NIRS provides resource material to slectronic and print media outlets with very broad
outreach io a safety conscious audience, Additionally, NIRS has a web site

(www nirsnet.org) which receives on average of 1500 visitors per day where postings on
this issue will be made available.

6) Means of distribation of the requested information:

NIRS will use its own newsletter publication The Nuglear Monitor and our media
contacts in both the electronic and print media outlets to provide very broad outreach to
the safety conscious public. NIRS will also share information with other interested
parties concerped about regulatory compliance and endangered or threatened species.
Additionally, NIRS will post information on its web sjte (www.nirsnet org) which
receives on average of 1500 visitors per day.

K] Whether free aceess to information will be provided:

NIRS will provide the informstion without charge to all members of the public.
Infonpation prepared from the FOIA requested will be posted on the web site for
downloading free of charge. NIRS will also provide information 1o all interested partics
without charge.
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8 No commercia! interest by NIRS or any other party:

'NIRS has no copamercial interest in obtaining the »reqnested‘infarmation. This

information is provided to all public requests without charge. The sole intetest of NIRS is

- ‘o promote & policy debate on regulatory compliance and endangered or threatened

spet:'ies from the routine opcration of nuclear power stations for the sake of
envirommental protection. S '

3 ter‘ : g
Nuclear m%d,ﬂnsmmn Servire
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