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Purpose of Briefing:

N1-

This briefing was one of a series of briefings to NRC

on the status of the high-level waste repository

program. Mr. Ben Rusche of DOE's Office of Civilian

Radioactive Waste Management presented the briefing

to Commissioners Zech, Asselstine, Bernthal, and

Roberts. Other IE attendees included Bill Hill of

QAB and Len Cobb of SMPB/DI.

None

None

Of particular interest to DQAVT were several remarks

relating to QA. In the briefing Mr. Rusche pointed

out that the stop work orders (SWOs) at the Nevada and

Hanford sites shows that the QA program is functioning
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as it should and that the SWOs are being used at a

early enough point in time where corrective action

can be taken. He mentioned that DOE understands that

NRC's power plant lessons learned are not directly

transferable to the repository program, but DOE is

trying to apply them to the program, especially to the

extent that they are taking steps to assure greater

headquarters involvement. In response to a question

from Commissioner Asselstine on an estimate of when t

fully qualified QA program will be in place, Mr. Rusche

didn't know and indicated that DOE didn't really know

all that they have to do.
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