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“ by the end of the year.

.,.".Thank you~for your °°°perat1°n°‘{::;‘;

ﬂDear Dr. Heath

On- June 12, 1979 Jack Martin wrote to S. Heyers about our p]an to undertake
_-assessments of. se1ected portions of the DOE waste ‘management program, -beginning.,
~_with the in-situ testing projects. Since then, some field visits have been - . o
“-undertaken by the NRC staff and:there has been some interaction between the e
. NRC and DOE technical staffs. A1l of this has been’ benef1c1a] in 1mprov1ng our
f.'understanding of your proqram.;gia‘ Lo . , , , L
Now that we "have forwarded the draft ru1e to the Commission, we. see the need
our review to-include, ultimately, all of DOE's field activities in high-level’
- waste management. This includes sftes with site evaluation’ “activities, |sites o
with in-situ testing activities, and sites with research and deve10pment
" support ‘activities related to sitinq and des1gn of a geo]ogic repository. 1
. anticipate that visits to most A1f not a11 _these locations wi11 be needed
within the next year. A , ‘ , o _;

" -1t seems'to us that such a systematic reuiew w111'be'of mutua1 henefit ’ he
-NRC staff will be in an. improved position to expeditiously analyze DOE's

-inform the Commission on progress of the DOE work.  Finally, we will ‘be able

. information necessary for repository licensing. The activities reviewed

'”.Branch under-Michael J. Bel] * The program manager 'is Dr. Robert J. Wright.

. the next ‘10 days to discuss" our. {nformation needs and to deve]op a mutua11y R
- .- satisfactory schedu1e for site visits.» SRR , L
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to step up the assessment act1v1ty. Also, we expect to expand.the scope of n,,;

-

site characterization documents.as they appear. The staff will be able-to-

to express to DOE our views.on whether the field activities are developing_ the p‘;

during FY 1980 will be covered. 1n an 1nter1m report to be transmitted to DOE / f.l

The assessment program 1s centered ‘in the High Level waste Techn1ca1 Deve1onment

(Telephone 427~ 4177) or: Nright -wil1l contact Carl -Newton of your office within
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