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 Identifies Caliente as Preferred Corridor
f Rail Line to'Serve Repository

For in

roject Office
nstruction of

Es, 2003 -- The U.S;:Departmentidf Energy's Office of Civilian
hgement announced:today that the program has identified the Caliente
ehce for construétion of a raif line to serve the Yucca Mountain
A\t this time, the Department also has identified Carlin as the secondary

F'was one of fivel corridors studied by the Department of Energy in its
act Statement ($lS)_ for the Yucca Mountain Project. Three of the five
nte, Caliente-CHalk-Mountain, and Carlin, would.approach Yucca .

of the Nellis Air Force Range. Two southern corridors; Jean and

Ln through the Las Vegas Valley:: The attributes of the-Caliente and

g their more renjote location and:the reduced likelihood of land use
assure the safs, seture, and timély transport of materials to Yucca
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potential corridors in the Final EIS was preceded by publication of a
t process that Idsted more than six months and included 21 public
Ent received appiroximately 12,900 comments on a wide variety of
 potential rail cofridors in Nevadd. The Department carefully
ants in developing the rail corridor preference.

: 1 .

Having now identlified it

: P )
 preferred corridor, the Depariment intends to proceed with selaction of

a mode of transportation and, if it selectd *miostly rail" as the transpontation mode in Nevada,

with actual selection of
announcement in the F
Register in a Record of
makes a corridor salect
Environmental Impact S
connection with any su

scoping process. No agtual construction

icorridor no sooher:than 30 days:from publication of today's
deral Register. {These selections'will also be published in the Federal
)ecision, If the Bep'artment proceeds with mostly rail in Nevada and
n, the Department will publish a:Notice of Intent to develop an
tatement on the specific railway alignment within the corridor. In
h EIS, the Department will solicit public comment through an EIS
of a rail line within the selected corridor can take place

untit complstion of this ;Srfocess, which is;expected to take several years. No waste will be
transported to the repository until 2010, {vhen the Department anticipates that it will have

received a license from the Nuclear Re

gulatory Commission to open the repository.

(More)
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The shipment of spent n{:clear fuel (SNF)’ and high level radnoaclnve waste (HLW) is safe. Over
the past 30 years, the Départment and mnustry have safely completed approximately 3,000
shipments of SNF and HLW These shnp[nents have been completed without the harmful
release of radiation. Thdre is also extendive worldwide expenence with SNF transportation:
more than 70,000 metric{fons of SNF have been safely shipped in the past 25 years. For more
information on the shipment of spent nuclfar fuel, review our Spent Nuclear Fuel transportation
brochure at hitp://www.ocrwm.doe.qov/ymhp/st/snf_trans.pdf

For a more detailed view of the corridors,f se6 the attached map.

#YMR-03-1#

s s e oy ot 02 e eatn st e g e

POt et 00t o ertaretetresirsmasnem 0 8 on



SEN DY uLnwn rauint urrive, cUcDovLUCD, VLW au ve  cauul my VUL e

%
-
sty by 082197,
> hrﬁ‘o,w-

Reprirttod from the Fine! Envirbomenta! Impact Steteiment: :




