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Thia 1atter i a responas tn the "RETP Hydrningy Tnch

ciples for States and Tribes Participation.

We are very encouraged by the willlagness of the U.S. Department
of Energy to incorporate the technical personnel of the State and
Tribal programs in predecisional discussions. We belleve that

“thism is consistent with commitments wmade during BWIP quarterly
statur meetings and the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1962,

Tt has been and continues to be our intention t¢ interact on a
R technical level in a meaningful way. We hope that this type of
et interaction will be sclicited by the DOE management in other i
technica)l areas relating teo site characterization. l

In order to participete meaningfully in this Task Group, we are a
suggesting an approach consistent with thut outlined in the posi- ‘
tion peper on QA Pregram participation on behalf of the Umatilla

and Nez Perce Tribes. In general, that position paper identifies
activities thought to be necessary for effective participation.

The suggested yuidelines or participation in the BHTG follow§

1, Once ective iln the Task Group, participants will attend all
meetings of the group.

2. A representative of ,each tribe and state will be necessary.
This will eliminute the problem of multi-party representa-
tion. At this time we would prefer to be non-voting members
of the Tagk Group.

3, The pre-meeting materiels end ean agenda for the upcomlng
meeting should be received by the State and Tribal Task Group
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members at least three weeks prior te the meeting date. This
appliee most to the initiel meeting of the greup. It o
understood that if sfter the group has begun ite work, maet-
ings will occur less freqQuently than one évery thres waeks.
The material from these meetings will be distributed in the

most timecly manner poscikle.

The Tribal/stete Technical Representatives should be given
the same opportunity us other members t¢ comment on the
deliberations, analyses and recommendatlions of the Group. It
the presence of the State or Tribal pazticipant is to be
2ust fied and if there {s to be a meaningful exchange of

deas and insight, then the cpportunities £or thet aexchange
can not be edninistratively limited. :

All Tribal and state participants’ technical comments on the
rinal recemmendation of the Tesk Group should bae wade a part

of the record.

We understand that this level of technlical involvement in the DOE
program is unprecedented and is in eome waye experimental. We
hope that the Task Group, and the quality of the decision it i»
charged with making, will be enhanced by the presence of highly
qualified scientists from the Tribal and Stata programs. We lock

torwaqgﬁto your prompt reply.

Russell Jim, Manager
Yakima Indizn Natlen
Nuclear Wastae Progran
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Ron Hal¢moon, fanager
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