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Mr. John Davis, Director
Division of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Davis:

The State of Washington is now reviewing the draft Environmental
Assessment for the BWIP site at Hanford recently issued by
the U.S. Department of Energy for public comment. We have
also recently received a copy of the Standard Review Plan for
Draft Environmental Assessments issued by the Division of Waste
Management of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

As we read the review plan, we note that there will, be a peer
readiness review group established for reviewing and examining
staff comments. Since we are vitally interested in this draft
EA and will be expending considerable effort in analyzing issues
of concern to the state, we would like to request that the
state of Washington be included in that readiness review effort.
It is my feeling that we can provide some assistance to the
Commission in identifying key issues that will have to be dealt
with during site characterization and in the licensing process.

We note that Subpart C 10 CFR Part 60 does support state interaction
with NRC, we feel that this request is in keeping with that Rule.

The Nuclear Waste Board and the Office staff have outlined
an intensive EA review process and we feel that participation
with NRC as we have requested will be of substantial benefit
to the Commission.
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