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Dear Mr. Palladino:

The Department of Energy has been implementing, during the course of the
last several years, the requirements of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982
(Pub. L. 97-425). This Act provides for a Federal response to the national
problem of the large accumulations of spent nuclear fuel and high-level
radioactive waste. The Act establishes a Federal responsibility for the

-‘.pennanent and safe. disposal of such waste,

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act provides for a comprehensive cooperative
effort involving States, affected Indian Tribes, private industry, and other

" Federal Executive Branch agencies in solving a set of complex technical and

institutional challenges. The Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste
Management, the Office within the Department of Energy charged with the
responsibility for implementing the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, has been working
in cooperation with members of your Department in a number of areas, including
the development of the Draft Project Decision Schedule for the Radiocactive
Waste Management System, a copy of which is enclosed.

The Project Decision Schedule is required to be developed by Section
114(e) of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act and is to portray the optimum schedule
for the attainment of operation by January 1998 of the Radiocactive Waste
Management System. The schedule describes the activities associated with the
development and operation of the system and establishes deadlines for the
affected Federal agencies to take actfon related to those activities.
Provisions are also included which require an affected Federal agency to
submit a report to the Secretary of Energy and the Congress should the agency
determine that 1t cannot comply with a deadiine in the Project Decision
Schedule or that it has failed to comply. The report submitted is to contain
an explanation as to the agency's inability to take the required action by the
time specified in the Project Decision Schedule.

The Project Decision Schedule is derived from another major program
document entitled The Mission Plan for the Civilian Radioactive Waste

Management Program (DOE/RW-0Q05, June 1985). The Mission Plan provides a
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comprehensivek ;seuss1on of the program s strategy and reference schedules for
achieving thesfmitfation of operation of the Radioactive Waste Management
System and acceptance of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste
by January 1998. The Project Decision Schedule specifies those activities and
deadlines for taking action for which Federal agencies have responsibility.

The Department of Energy issued a Preliminary Draft Project Decision
Schedule (50 FR 1616, January 4, 1985), for Federal agency review and
comment. Comments receijved have been considered and other changes, resulting
from a re-evaluation of the Civilian Radioactive Waste Management Program,
have also been incorporated in the document. Please note that the Department
has incorporated a new requirement in the Draft Project Decision Schedule that
was not contained in the Preliminary Draft. We are requesting that the
affected Federal agencies review the statutes, regulations, and permits that
are listed in Section 10 of the Draft Project Decision Schedule and submit a
report to the Department by January 1, 1986 as to their specific application
to the Radiocactive Waste Management Program. In addition, any statutes,
regulations or permits not identified are also to be included in the report to
be submitted.

o 1 am requesting, at this time, that you provide your comments on the.

Draft Project Decision Schedule by September 13, 1985. Subject to resolution
of outstanding issues, your response will serve as your agency's initial
commitment to the activities, attendant schedules, and deadlines for taking
action that are appropriate to your agency. If it is necessary, staff of the
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management will meet with your staff to
resolve any problem areas identified during your review.

The Department appreciates the cooperation and support that has been
extended to us in the development of the Project Decision Schedule. I look
forward to the continuation of this positive relationship.

Sincerely,

’@. Eusc;e, Director ﬁ/

Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management

Enclosure:
Radioactive Waste Management System
Draft Project Decision Schedule

cc: " Mr. John G. Davis
Director
Office of Nuclear Material
Safety and Safeguards
Washington, D.C. 20555
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Honorable Nunzio J. Palladino 4
Chairman

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

~ Dear Mr. Palladino:

The Department of Energy has been implementing, during the cour
last several years, the requirements of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act @
(Pub. L. 97-425). This Act provides for a Federal response to the nation
problem of the large accumulations of spent nuclear fuel and high-leve}
radicactive waste, The Act establishes a Federal responsibility for the
permanent and safe disposal of such waste. :

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act provides for a comprehensive cooperative
effort involving States, affected Indian Tribes, private industry, and other
Federal Executive Branch agencies in solving a set of complex technical and
institutional challenges. Tne Office of Civitian Radfoactive Waste
Management, the 0ffice within the Department of Energy charged with the
r2sponsibitity for {wplementing the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, has been working
in cooperation with members of your Department in a number of areas, including
the develupment of the Draft Project Decision Schedule for the Radiocactive

~ Waste Management System, a copy of which is enclosed.

The Project Decision Schedule is required to be developed by Section
114{e) of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act and is to portray the optimum schedule
for the attainwari of operation by January 1998 of the Radioactive Waste
Management System., The schedule describes the activities associated with the
sevelopment and operation of the system and establishes deadlines for the
affected Federal agencies to take action related to those activities. ‘ )
Provisions are also included which require an affected Federal agency to ;
submit a report to the Secretary of Energy and the Congress should the agency
determine that it cannot comply with a deadline in the Project Decision
Schedule or that it has faftled to comply. The report submitted 1s to contain
an explanation as to the agency's 1nability to take the requfred action by the
“'me specified in the Project Decision Schedule.

The Project Decision Schedule is derived from another major program
document entitled The Mission Plan for the Civilian Radioactive Waste
Management Program {DOL/RW-0005, June 1985). The Mission Plan provides a
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compreifen f the program's strategy and reference schedules for
achieving the initiation of operation of the Radioactive Waste Mana t
System and acceptance of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radiocactive waste
by January 1998, The Project Decision Schedule specifies those activities and
deadlines for taking action for which Federal agencies have responsibility. . -

The Department of Energy issued & Preliminary Draft Project Decision
Schedule (50 FR 1616, January 4, 1985), for Federal agancy review and
comment. Comments rece{ved have been considered and other changes, resulting
from a re-evaluation of the Civii{an Radicactive Waste Management Program, .
have also been incorporated in the document. Pleass note that the Department
has incorporated a new requirement in the Draft Project Decision Sc
was not contained in the Preliminary Draft. We are requesting that
affected Federal agencies review the statutes, regulations, and permify
are Yisted in Section 10 of the Draft Project Decision Schedule and sl
report to the Department by January 1, 1986 as to their specific ap
to the Radicactive Waste Management Program. In addition, any statut
regulations or permits not identified are also to be included in the
be submitted,

I am requesting, at this time, that you provide your comments on £
Oraft Project Decision Schedule by September 13, 1985. Subject to resoluti
of outstanding issues, your response will serve as your agency's inftial
commitment to the activities, attendant schedules, and deadlines for taking
action that are appropriate to your agency. 1If it is necessary, staff of the
0f%ice of Civilian Radiocactive Waste Management will meet with your staff to
resolve any probiem areas {dentified during your review,

The Department appreciates the cooperation and support that has been
extended to us in the development of the Project Decision Schedule. 1 Took
forward to the centinuation of this positive relationship.

Sincerely,

4)(:. Zc;e, Director 5

Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management

Enclosure:
Radioactive Waste Management System 3
Draft Project Decision Schedule

cc: Mr. John G, Davis
Director
0ffice of Nuclear Material
Safety and Safeguards
Washington, D.C. 20555




