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NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE

Office of the President

February 17, 2004

Chairman Nils J Diaz, Ph.D.
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Public Affairs (OPA)
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Chairman Diaz,

I am writing this letter in support of Louisiana Energy Services' (LES) application to
build and operate a National Uranium Enrichment Facility in Lea County, New Mexico.
I strongly support the initiative, and I am convinced the need for a new uranium
enrichment facility is significant for US energy independence and security. I carefully
reviewed the facts, and I am persuaded that the NEF is safe, vital to US welfare, and
critically important to the economic development of Lea County and the State of New
Mexico. Most of the citizenry in Lea County share my view. In fact, over 30 citizens of
Lea County, including the Chairman of New Mexico Junior College's Department of
Math and Science, have visited the facility, in Almelo, Netherlands. The Almelo
Enrichment Facility is the model for the proposed National Enrichment Facility to be
built here. I have found the facility to be safe, well operated and clearly a desirable
addition to our community.

I realize you have a great grasp of the technical and safety implications of this project,
but the following paragraphs chronicle why I strongly feel the facility should be built in
Lea County. First, the seismically stable location of the Permian Basin and Lea County

---- make it-geologically and environmentally ideal for the NEF. Adequate land is available;
and the nearest neighbors to the proposed site are a landfill and Waste Control
Specialists. Many of the skills needed at the NEF are similar to those used in the oil and
gas business - a major employer in the Permian Basin region.

Secondly, there will be approximately 210 full-time jobs after the completion of the first
and last module, and LES is committed to using local workers for facility jobs. In
conjunction with New Mexico Junior College, College of the Southwest, and the public
schools, LES will provide training for specific workers. Twenty percent of the jobs
require advanced understanding of the technology. Eighty percent of the jobs will
involve plant operations,-maintenance, health physics, security, and with some requiring
a two-year degree complemented by LES-provided training. Employees will undergo
extensive training, both on-site and in the classroom as needed.
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Thirdly, the Uranium Byproduct Cylinders (UBCs) are fabricated in accordance with
comprehensive industry standards and tested to withstand fire, floor, crashes, and drops,
and then certified by the US Department of Transportation. These containers have safely
transported similar materials throughout the United States for over fifty years. In
addition, URENCO has stored and transported uranium byproduct in similar cylinders
safely for thirty years at its European facilities.

Lastly, as a standard safeguard, LES will coordinate emergency planning measures with
federal, state, and local emergency response agencies, law enforcement, fire departments
and hospitals. LES will provide specific training to these organizations in order to
support safeguarding of the public. No byproduct will be left at the site after
decommissioning. As a part of the decommissioning process, all casks will be moved to

_a permanent storage facility. _

The timing and opportunity to build the LES NEF in Lea County is ideal. The facility
addresses many US energy and security concerns. New Mexico Junior College and many
of the citizens are very supportive of the project and we are committed to helping LES
bring the project to fruition. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Steve McCleery, Ed.D.
President

Cc: Governor Bill Richardson
Secretary Ron Curry
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