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ANDREA BEATTY RINIKER
Director

STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
AMail Stop PV-11 * Olympia, Washington 98504-8717 * (206) 459-6000

PRESS NOTICE

October 7, 1987

Subject: Nuclear Waste Board and Nuclear Waste Advisory Council Regular Meetings

Date: October 16, 1987

Time: Nuclear Waste Advisory Council--9 a.m.
Nuclear Waste Board--1:30 p.m.

Place: EFSEC Hearings Room, Building 1, 4224 6th Ave SE, Lacey, WA

Details of a U.S. General Accounting Office report which indicates high-level nuclear waste
repository site characterization cost estimates have doubled in the last year will be presented at
the Nuclear Waste Board meeting (October 16).

In the GAO report released in September (1987), the U.S.Department of Energy requested a
budget of $1.59 billion for site characterization at the'proposed Hanford repository site alone.
The 1986 cost estimates to characterize the Hanford site were pegged at $758 million by
USDOE. The USDOE has requested $4.78 billion to characterize all three candidate repository
sites in Texas, Washington and Nevada. The GAO report is titled 'Nuclear Waste Information on
Cost Growth and Site Characterization Cost Estimates".

The Nuclear Waste Board will also review proposed amendments by Congress to the Hazardous
Materials Transportation Act, and will receive a report on a legislative tour of European nuclear
waste disposal facilities.

Advisory Council members will discuss an orientation program for new council members and
new committee assignments. The council will also receive a report on the Town Meetings held
in Toppenish and Walla Walla earlier this month.

The Board and Council encourage the public to attend.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Marta Wilder or Jerry Gilliland at (206) 459-6670, Office of Nuclear Waste Management,
Department of Ecology, PV- I ,Olympia, WA.
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