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Preface

[3]This revision of the Generic Implementation Procedure (GIP) is an augmented version of the

latest revision of the GIP that the Staff of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has

reviewed and approved (i.e., GIP Revision 3, Updated 5/16/97).  This augmented version (GIP-

3A) includes changes to address the clarifications, interpretations, positions, and exceptions that

had been identified by the Staff during their review of the GIP Revision 2, Corrected 2/14/92

(GIP-2) and GIP Revision 3, Updated 5/16/97 (GIP-3).  GIP-3A also includes changes to address

the issues identified by the Staff in their review of plant-specific implementation of the USI A-46

program at the SQUG member plants and in their review of SQUG’s guidance on use of the GIP

for new and replacement equipment (NARE).

The documents containing the Staff’s clarifications, interpretations, positions, exceptions, and

issues along with SQUG’s understanding of these are listed below.

1. NRC Generic Letter (GL) 87-02, dated February 19, 1987, Verification of Seismic
Adequacy of Mechanical and Electrical Equipment in Operating Reactors, Unresolved
Safety Issue (USI ) A-46.

2. NRC Generic Letter 87-02, Supplement 1, dated May 22, 1992, forwarding Supplemental
Safety Evaluation Report No. 2 (SSER No. 2) on GIP-2.

3. SQUG (N. Smith) letter to NRC (J. Partlow), dated August 21, 1992, describing SQUG’s
understanding of SSER No. 2.

4. NRC (J. Parlow) letter to SQUG (N. Smith), dated October 2, 1992, with enclosure
containing NRC Staff comments on SQUG’s 8/21/92 letter.

5. SQUG (N. Smith) letter to NRC (J. Partlow), dated March 26, 1993, forwarding Revision
2A of the Generic Implementation Procedure (GIP-2A).

6. NRC (W. Butler) letter to SQUG (N. Smith), dated May 24, 1993, NRC Response to
SQUG Letter Dated March 26, 1993, on GIP-2A.

7. SQUG (N. Smith) memorandum to SQUG members, dated August 4, 1993, Use of GIP
Revision 2A.

8. NRC (J. Stolz) letter to SQUG (N. Smith), dated December 4, 1997, forwarding
Supplemental Safety Evaluation Report No. 3 (SSER No. 3) on GIP-3.
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9. SQUG (N. Smith) letter to NRC (R. Capra) dated July 15, 1998, forwarding the Report on
the Use of the GIP for New and Replacement Equipment and Parts (NARE).

10. NRC (E. Adensam) letter to SQUG (N. Smith) dated June 23, 1999, forwarding the NRC’s
Review of SQUG’s Report on the Use of the Generic Implementation Procedure for New
and Replacement Equipment and Parts (NARE).

11. SQUG (J. Richards and R. Kassawara) memorandum to SQUG members, dated July 25,
2000, forwarding the NARE Guidelines, Revision 4, “Implementation Guidelines for
Seismic Qualification of New and Replacement Equipment/Parts (NARE) Using the
Generic Implementation Procedure (GIP).”

The changes included in GIP-3A are similar to the changes included in Revision 2A of the GIP

(GIP-2A) that was sent to the NRC Staff for review and approval (Document 5 above).  The

NRC Staff declined to review GIP-2A (Document 6 above) because they considered SSER No. 2

to be their official position on using GIP-2 for resolving USI A-46; they considered these two

documents (GIP-2 and SSER No. 2) to be sufficient to implement resolution of USI A-46.  They

indicated that these two documents form the bases against which the Staff will judge the

acceptability of the plant specific implementation of the USI A-46 program.

Even though the NRC Staff declined to review GIP-2A, they did not object to its use as a

working document.  Therefore, SQUG recommended to its members that they use GIP-2A for

their day-to-day seismic verification and for implementation of the USI A-46 program

(Document 7 above).  The advantage of using GIP-2A was that it eliminated the need for users to

refer to two separate documents or to interpret potential conflicts.  Since publishing GIP-2A,

additional changes to the GIP criteria and guidelines have been identified in Documents 8 to 11.

Therefore, the need for an augmented version of the GIP became even more important so that all

these additional changes and the NRC Staff positions on these changes can be viewed in a single

working document.

In developing GIP-3A, SQUG has incorporated the Staff clarifications, interpretations, positions,

exceptions, and issues in a manner that we believe would be acceptable to the Staff without

adding new, substantive criteria or guidance into the document.  Therefore, even though GIP-3A
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has not been formally reviewed and approved by the NRC Staff, SQUG considers that this

document remains a statement of the accepted criteria and guidance, and is not a change.

At each location in GIP-3A where changes from GIP-3, Updated 5/16/97 have been made, a

superscript number in square brackets (e.g., [1]) is included prior to the change.  These numbers

correspond to the endnotes at the end of each section where the reasons for the changes are

listed.
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Reasons for Changes to GIP, Front Matter

Listed below are the specific reasons for making the changes marked with a vertical line in the

margin of this front matter to create GIP-3A from GIP-3, Updated 5/16/97.  The endnote

numbers listed below correspond to the bracketed numbers (e.g., [1]) located in the text of this

front matter where the changes are made.

                                                
1 Update of company and personnel names.
2 The list of companies that prepared the GIP was rearranged in alphabetical order.
3 Preface added to explain the reasons and bases for the changes made in going from GIP-3, Updated 5/16/97 to

GIP-3A.
4 Updated list of pages affected by changes to previous revisions of GIP.
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