February 25, 2004

Mr. Stephen A. Byrne

Senior Vice President, Nuclear Operations
South Carolina Electric & Gas Company
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station

Post Office Box 88

Jenkinsville, SC 29065

SUBJECT:  FINAL SUPPLEMENT 15 TO THE GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT REGARDING LICENSE RENEWAL FOR VIRGIL C. SUMMER
NUCLEAR STATION (TAC NO. MB5227)

Dear Mr. Byrne:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) staff has completed the plant-
specific Supplement 15 to NUREG-1437, “Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License
Renewal of Nuclear Plants,” regarding the renewal of operating license NPF-12 for the

Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station, for an additional 20 years of operation. Enclosed is a copy of
the final report and the associated Federal Register Notice of Availability. The notice advises
the public that the final report is available for public inspection in the Commission Public
Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records component of NRC's Agencywide
Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC
Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room).

As discussed in Section 9.3 of this report, the staff recommends that the Commission
determine that the adverse environmental impacts of license renewal for the Virgil C. Summer
Nuclear Station are not so great that preserving the option of license renewal for energy
planning decision makers would be unreasonable. This recommendation is based on: (1) the
analysis and findings in the GEIS; (2) the Environmental Report submitted by South Carolina
Electric & Gas Company (SCE&G); (3) consultation with Federal, State, and local agencies;
(4) the staff’s own independent review; and (5) the staff's consideration of public comments.
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A separate notice of filing of the final environmental impact statement will be placed in the
Federal Register through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. If you have any questions
regarding this matter, please contact Mr. William Dam, the NRC Environmental Project
Manager at (301) 415-4014.

Sincerely,
IRA/
Pao-Tsin Kuo, Program Director
License Renewal and Environmental Impacts Program
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No.: 50-395
Enclosures: As stated

cc w/encl: See next page
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTRIC AND GAS COMPANY

DOCKET NO. 50-395

VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE FINAL SUPPLEMENT 15 TO THE GENERIC

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT REGARDING LICENSE RENEWAL

FOR THE VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION

Notice is hereby given that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission)
has published a final plant-specific supplement to the *Generic Environmental Impact
Statement (GEIS)”, NUREG-1437, regarding the renewal of operating license NPF-12 for
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station (V. C. Summer), for an additional 20 years of operation.

V. C. Summer is owned by South Carolina Electric and Gas Company (SCE&G), and is located
in Fairfield County, South Carolina, approximately 26 miles northwest of Columbia, South
Carolina. Possible alternatives to the proposed action (license renewal) include no action and
reasonable alternative methods of power generation.

It is stated in Section 9.3 of the report:

Based on (1) the analysis and findings in the GEIS (NRC 1996; 1999);
(2) the Environmental Report submitted by SCE&G (SCE&G 2002b); (3)
consultation with Federal, State, and local agencies; (4) the staff's own
independent review; and (5) the staff's consideration of public comments,
the staff recommends that the Commission determine that the adverse

environmental impacts of license renewal for V. C. Summer are not so



2
great that preserving the option of license renewal for energy planning
decisionmakers would be unreasonable.

The final Supplement 15 to the GEIS is available for public inspection in the NRC Public
Document Room (PDR) located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike (first floor),
Rockville, Maryland, 20852 or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible

from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm.html (the Public Electronic Reading

Room). Persons who do not have access to ADAMS, or who encounter problems in accessing
the documents located in ADAMS, should contact the PDR reference staff at 1-800-397-4209,
301-415-4737, or by e-mail to pdr@nrc.gov. The final supplement to the GEIS is also available
for public inspection at the Thomas Cooper Library, 1322 Greene Street, Columbia, South
Carolina, 29208 and at the Fairfield County Library, 300 Washington Street, Winnsboro, South
Carolina, 29180.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. William Dam, License Renewal and
Environmental Impacts Program, Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Mail Stop O-11 F1, Washington, D.C. 20555. Mr. Dam
may be contacted at (301) 415-4014 or WLD@nrc.gov.
Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 10" day of January, 2004.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
IRA/
Pao Tsin Kuo, Program Director
License Renewal and Environmental Impacts Program

Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation



Mr. Stephen A. Byrne
South Carolina Electric & Gas Company
cc:

Ms. Kathryn M. Sutton, Esquire
Winston & Strawn Law Firm
1400 L Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20005-3502

Mr. R. J. White

Nuclear Coordinator

S.C. Public Service Authority

c/o Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station
P.O. Box 88, Mail Code 802
Jenkinsville, SC 29065

Resident Inspector/Summer NPS

c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
576 Stairway Road

Jenkinsville, SC 29065

Chairman, Fairfield County Council
Drawer 60
Winnsboro, SC 29180

Mr. Henry Porter, Assistant Director
Division of Waste Management
Bureau of Land & Waste Management
Department of Health & Environmental
Control

2600 Bull Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Mr. Gregory H. Halnon, General Manager
Nuclear Plant Operations

South Carolina Electric & Gas Company
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station,

Mail Code 303

P.O. Box 88

Jenkinsville, SC 29065

Mr. Melvin N. Browne, Manager

Nuclear Licensing & Operating Experience

South Carolina Electric & Gas Company
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station,

Mail Code 830

P.O. Box 88

Jenkinsville, SC 29065

VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION

Ronald B. Clary

Manager, Plant Life Extension

South Carolina Electric & Gas Company
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station

P.O. Box 88

Jenkinsville, SC 29065

Mr. Alan P. Nelson

Nuclear Energy Institute

1776 | Street, NW., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. William Suddeth

Government Information Librarian
Thomas Cooper Library
University of South Carolina

1322 Greene St.

Columbia, SC 29208

Ms. Sarah McMaster
Director

Fairfield County Library
300 Washington St.
Winnsboro, SC 29180

Heinz Mueller

US EPA, Region 4

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Ms. Pearson
1106 St. Barnabus Ch Rd.
Jenkinsville, SC 29065

Mr. Kamau Marcharia
Member County Council
Fairfield County

P.O. Drawer 49
Jenkinsville, SC 29065

Mr. Bret Bursey

SC Progressive Network
P.O. Box 8325
Columbia, SC 29202



Mr. Billy Hendrix
18662 Newberry Rd.
Blair, SC 29015

Mr. Gregory C. DeCamp
Constellation Nuclear Services
6120 Woodside Executive Ct.
Aiken, SC 29803

Mr. Kim Bowens

ICRC

1098 Old Levington Hwy.
Chapir, SC 29036

Ms. Lunelle Harmon
SCE&G

3364 SC Hwy. 219
Newberry, SC 29108

Principal Chief

Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians

PO Box 460
Cherokee, NC 28719

Chief Dallas Proctor

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee

PO Box 746
Tahlequah, OK 74465

Principal Chief Chad Smith
Cherokee Nation

PO Box 948

Tahlequah, OK 74465

Mr. Gilbert Blue, Chief
Catawba Indian Nation
PO Box 188

Catawba, SC 29704

Mr. John M. Spratt, Jr.

5™ District, South Carolina
1536 Longworth Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dr. Rodger E. Stroup, Director

South Carolina Department of
Archives and History
Archives and History Center
8301 Parklane Road
Columbia, SC 29223

Ms. Sandy Abbot

Field Supervisor, Ecological Services
US Fish and Wildlife Service

176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200
Charleston, SC 29407



