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February 8, 1993

Mr. Ivan Selin
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Selin,

Enclosed please find a copy of the January 3 1993, letter
from Mr. Sumin Tchen regarding his request for additional
information concerning the clean-up site at Nuclear Metals, Inc.
in Concord, Massachusetts.

I would appreciate a response to this matter. Thank you in
advance for your time and effort in this matter.

erely,

/ in /. • X
Uited State Senator
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Mr. Sumin Tchen
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January 3. 1993

Senator John Kerry
One Bowdoin Square
Tenth Floor
Boston, MA 02116

Dear Senator Kerry,

I wish to thank you very much for your assistance in helping
us to obtain information from the NRC. Unfortunately they
have not addressed one of our major requests, for uranium air
emissions data, as I discussed in the enclosed letter to the
NRC. If your office can help in obtaining this information,
we would be very gratefull.

Also, please find enclosed information about the group of
which I am part of in Concord, (Citizens Concerned about
Nuclear Metals, Inc.), and about the company Nuclear Metals
(NMI). The major concerns we as neighbors have with NMI can
be summarized as follows:

o The Company has dumped over 500,000 pounds of depleted
uranium (almost pure U-238, a radioactive and toxic material)
into an unlined pond on the company's property. In addition
there is significant uranium contanimation in a large bog on
the company's property. The Citizens are asking that the NRC
enforce the cleanup of these areas. Little or no progress
has occured since this problem became pubically known in
1984.

o An emergency evacuation plan be put into effect for the
surrounding towns, including Acton, Lincoln, Wayland, Maynard
and Concord, in the event of a major fire at NMI. Depleted
uranium is extremely combustible, in fact it is self
combustible when in the form of uranium shavings, and in the
machining processes at NMI. If a major fire ever occured at
the plant, all of the surrounding communities would be very
adversely affected with uranium oxide contamination.

o We want the EPA to declare this site a superfund site,
so that the amount of uranium contamination off-site can be
measured in a scientific way. The NRC is currently the major
regulator of NMI (in adition to the standard industrial
regulators, such as OSHA, etc.). However the NRC has shown



no real concern with off-site contamination! In the past 35
years of NI's operation only eight off-site soil samples
have been taken, which are public knowledge, and the location
of these samples were far from the Company's plant site.

Senator Kerry, we appreciate the help which you have already
given us. If you have any suggestions on how we could
achieve the above objectives, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Thanks again for your interest.

Best regards,

Sumin Tchen



Mr. Sumin Tchen

January 3, 1992

Mr. Russell Powell, Chief
FOIA Branch
US RC
Washington. D.C.

Dear Mr. Powell.

Thank you for sending the information which I requested in my
letter of 11/8/92 to Mr. Robert Hardzog. There are however
some concerns which I have with the information supplied, as
follows:

o I have received no air emissions data. as I requested,
nor any reason why none was supplied.

o I have not received the handwritten field inspection
reports for 1990, 1991, nor 1992. Also I have not received a
final inspection report for 1991.

o You have asked me to pay for some duplicating costs.
This small fee is riot my concern. My concern is that well
over half of the documents your office sent me are
duplicates. Infact the second package consists entirely of
duplicates of the information sent previously. I have no
problem paying for copying costs, however I think it very
unreasonable to pay for costs for dtiplicate, or sometines
quadruplicate copies.

Thank you for your kind attention to these requests.

Best regards,

Sumnin Tchen

cc: Senator John Kerry, MA.


