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=3 > CONCERNING WASTE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES EIS

Aiken, SC -- The Department of Energy (DOE) will hold
scoping meetings at two South Carolina locations in May to
receive public comments on the preparation of an
environmental impact statement (EIS) on waste management
activities at the Savannah River Plant (SRP).

The EIS will assess the potential environmental effects
of modifying, for the protection of human health and the
environment, hazardous, low-level radioactive, and mixed
waste management activities; the establishment of new on-site
permanent waste disposal facilities; and the discharge of
disassembly basin purge water from C, K and P reactors.

These scoping meetings are in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act, as amended. The meetings
will be held May 14 in Aiken, South Carolina, at the H.Odell
Weeks Activity Center on Whiskey Road, and May 16 in
Beaufort, South Carolina, at the Ramada Inn-Beaufort, 3127
Boundary Street. Two sessions are scheduled at each location,
one at 9 a.m. and the other at 6 p.m.

DOE invites interested agencies, organizations, and the
general public to provide comments orsuggestions at the
public meetings to assist in identifying environmental issues
and the scope of the EIS. All comments received at these
meetings will be considered by DOE in the preparation of the
EIS. Individuals desiring to make an oral presentation at
one of the four sessions should notify Charles G. Halsted,
Assistant Manager for Health, Safety and Environment, U.S.
Department of Energy, Savannah River Operations Office, P.O.
Box A, Aiken, South Carolina 29802, Attention: "EIS for Waste
Management," as soon as possible to allow DOE to arrange a
schedule of presentations.
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P-<k'sons who have not submitted-a request to speak~l .~ '' "
-advance'may -register-to speak.--at thefmeetiinqs befqre each;.
session commences. Individuals'and representatives ofi-4 -s
organizations will be called on totpresert comments as.time a;

permits. To assure''thateveryone has the opportunity to
present comments,-.five minutes will be alloted to individuals
-and 10 minutes will be alloted to individuals representing

-- groups.'_ Individuals'or representatives of organizations
making oral presentations at the sessions are requested to
have written copies of their comments available at the
meetings.

DOE will arrange the schedule for presenters and will
establish basic rules and procedures for conducting the
meetings. The length of each presentation may be limited,
depending on the number of persons wishing to speak. --

Questions may be asked only by those conducting the meeting
and there will be no cross-examination of persons presenting
statements. Any additional procedural rules needed for the
proper conduct of the meeting will be announced by the
presiding officer at the start of each session.

A transcript of the meetings will be prepared, and the
entire record of the meetings, including the transcript, will
be retained by the Department of Energy for inspection at the
Department's Freedom of Information Reading Room, Room
1E-190, Forrestal Building, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20585, and the Savannah River Operations
Office Public Document Room, University of South Carolina at
Aiken, Gregg-Graniteville Library, 171 University Parkway,
Aiken, SC 29801, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Mlonday through Friday.

DOE also invites written comments concerning the EIS.
Written comments should be addressed to Halsted at the
address given above and should be postmarked by May 28, 1985,
to assure consideration in preparation of the EIS.

-DOE-

NEWS MEDIA CONTACT: James M. Gaver, (803) 725-2889
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Waste Management Activities for Groundwater Protection at the

Savannah River Plant, Aiken, South Carolina:

Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement

AGENCY: Department of Energy

ACTION: Notice of Intent to prepare an environmental impact statement on the

implementation of hazardous, low-level radioactive, and mixed waste management

activities for the protection of groundwater, human health, and the environ-

ment at the Savannah River Plant near Aiken, South Carolina.

SUMKARY: The Department of Energy (DOE) announces its intent to prepare an

environmental impact statement (EIS), in accordance with Section 102(2)(C) of

the National Environmental Policy Act (MEPA), as amended, to assess the poten-

tial environmental effects of modifying waste management activities for

low-level radioactive, hazardous, and mixed wastes at SEP for the protection

of groundwater, human health and the environment. These modifications will be

based on compliance with applicable regulatory requirements. Waste management

activities to be assessed in the EIS are:

1. The implementation of remedial and closure actions at active and

inactive hazardous, low-level radioactive, and mixed waste sites



2. The establishment of now onsite waste disposal facilities for

hazardous, low-level radioactive, and nixed wastes

3. Discharge of disassembly basin purge water from the C-, K-, and

P-Reactors

SCOPING: DOE invites interested aencies, organizations, and the general

public to submit commnts or sugestions for consideration in the preparation

of the NIS by Hay 28, 1985. Written comrents and requests for additional

information should be directed to hr. C. 0. Halsted, Jr., at the address

below. Written coffmnts post-marked after Mey 28, 1985, wiLi be considered to

the degree practicable. DOE wili also hold two public scoping meetings at the

locations and times indLcated below:.

1. Lken, South Carolina on Mey 14, 1985, at 9:00 a.*. and 6:00 p.m. at

the Odell Weeks Activity Center, 1700 Whiskey Road, Aiken, South

Carolina 29801

2. Beaufort, South Carolina on Hey 16, 1985, at 9sOO a*. and 6:00 p.m.

at the Rada Inn-Beaufort, 3127 Boundary Street, Beaufort, South

Carolina 29902

Individuals desiring to make oral presentations at one of these meetings

should notify Hr. HRested at the address listed below as soon as possible

after the appearance of this notice in the Federal Resister so that the

Department may arrange a schedule for the presentations. Persons who have not

submitted a request to speak in advance may register to speak at the meetings

before each meeting commnces. They will be called on to present their

couments as time permits. In order to assure that everyone who wishes to



Office of the Assistant Secretary for Policy, Safety, and Environment

U.S. Department of Energy

Attn: Es. Carol R. Borgstrom (PE-252)

Room 30-092, Forrestal Building

1000 Independence Avenue, SW

Washnton, DC 20585

(202) 252-4600

BACKG UD ITOREmON: SRW is La maor DOn installitLon established in the

early 1950's for the production of nuclear nterials for national defense.

Operations at SRP generate a variety of chmically hazardous, radioactive, and

mixed (haardous and radioactive) astes.

ato e ,ma _geent activities for r tar protection have been studied and

implemented on an ongoing basis at the Savannah liver Plant since 1952. In

1977, an assessment of waste mangement operations at S inal Invtal

Impact Statemsent Waste t Operation, Savannah River Plant,

ZRU-1537) was coleted that resulted in the implementation of a waste man-

ement practices improvement propa in accordance with DOI policies and

standards. Included in this propem are regular assesmnt and improvements

to ongoing waste mana geent practics", studies of improved waste management

storage ,and studkos designed to reduce the volume of waste being

generated.

Recent egulatory requir ts for groundwater protection-such as those

enacted pursuant to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RdA), as

amended, and the Cosprehensive Environmental Reponse Compensation and



present oral comments has the opportunity to do so, five minutes will be-

allotted to individuals, and ten minutes will be allotted to individuals

representing groups. Comments received at these scoping meetings will also be

considered in the preparation of the draft BIS. Transcripts of the scoping

meetings will be prepared by the DOE and will be available for inspection at

the DOE Public Reading Room located at the University of South Carolina, Aiken

Campus, University Library, 2nd Floor, University Parkway, Aiken, South

Carolina, and the Freedom of Information Reading Room, Forrestal Building,

1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC.

ADDRESS: Written comments or suggestions on the scope of the EIS may be

submitted to:

Mr. C. G. Halsted, Jr.

Assintant Manager for Health, Safety, and Environment

U.S. Department of Energy

.Savannah River operations Office

P.O. Box A

Aiken, South Carolina 29802

(803) 725-1380

Envelopes should be marked "Attention: EIS for Waste Management Activities

for Groundwater Protection at SRP."

For general information on the DOE 8IS process, please contact:



5. Protection of troundvater including important aquifers for domestic

and agricultural use.

6. tffects on endangered species, floodplain/vetlands, and

archeological/historical sites.

7. Changes in surface water quality.

S * nteractive effects of remedial action measures.

9. Disposal of waste treatment material.

nZIUZICD DOCCUXUSs Members of the public may inspect the documents

referenced in this notice during norml business hours at the D0O Public

Reading loom located at the University of South Carollna, Liken Campus,

Univeity Slbra, 2nd Ploov, VUnvesity Pa y, ien South Carolina 29801.

Dated in ashington, DC, this 12 th day of . for United States

Department of Bnergy.

.augan
Acting Assistant Secr £
Policy, Safety, and Environment
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3. Above ground disposal

4 A combination of retrievable storage, shallow land burial, *and

above ground disposal

S. so action (no new facilities)

Pre-dlsposal techniques (e.g.* incineration and compaction) for hazardous,

low-level radioactive, and mixed wastes will be discussed in the SM.

Alternatives for the discharge of disessimbly basin purge water from the C-,

K-, and P-Reactors are:

1. DetrLtiation

2. Evaporation

3. Direct dischrge, to onsite mtrei

4. .o action (continuation of discharge to seepage basins)

ZUTZIICA2ZON Ot CNITUUMOAL ISS S: Ste following issues will be analyzed

in this SIZ. This list is not intended to be all inclusive; nor is it

intended to be a prod eterination of impacts.

1 affects of rmedial actions on groundwater quality and use

2. Protection of human health and the environment

1. Identification of "cleanup levels" at existing waste dites

4* Dedication of selected waste sites



Liability Act (CUCLA). * asaended-have been adopted that require changes in

the SiP waste management program. In response to these recent requirements

and the Fiscal Tea 1984 Supplemental Appropriations Act (Public Law 98-181

enacted in November 1983), DOg developed and submitted to Congress on June 13,

1984, the "Groundwater Protection Plan for the Savannah River Plant." This

plan-which vill be made available upon request-and its supporting appendixes

provide strategies, funding requirents, and schedules for remedial and

closure actions at selected hazardous, low-level radioactive, and mixed SWP

waste sites to ensure continued protection of groundwater, huma health and

the enviroint.

Projects are currently underway at 8 to comply with recently enacted RCRA

end CUCLA regulatory for g n a protection and to protect

public health and'the enviromeents These projects include wastewater effluent

treatment plants in the H-, F- and H-Ares, and T Area to discontinue use of

seepage basins; a rmdil action program In the K-Area to _-nae land control

existin g o r conta ation; the removal of buried wastes and contami-

nated soil at the Chemicals, Metals, and Pesticides (CH) pits; and continua-

tion of the expanded program begun in 1981 to monitor and characterize

groundwater quality and resources at SW.

Further project decisions ar necessary to coply with applicable regulatory

requirements, including those pursuant to aCa and CIRCLA, and to meet-DOO's

continuing comitment to protect groundwater resources, human heth and the

environmentr-to perform actions necessary to comply with current applicable

hazardous, low-level radioactive, and mixed wastes regulations; and to met



the commitments made during the L-Reactor environmental impact statement

process. These project decisions are the subject of this BIs.

ALTRU ZITS: The Groundwater Protection Plan for the Savannah River Plant

discusses remedial and closure measures for certain waste sites. Proposed nov

vaste disposal facilities and the disch rge of disassembly basin purge water

from the C-, X-, and P-Reactors to seepage basins are not covered in the

Groundwater Protection Plan.

Alternatives for closure and remedial actions at existing hazardous, low-leve

radioactive, and mixed wate sites that will be evaluated in the I,. are:

1. Removal of waste to the extant practicable from existing waste sites,

and implmnt tion of cost-effective closure and rme ial actions as

required

2. Removal of waste at selected existing waste sites, and Lilementation

of cost-effective closure and remedial actions as required

3. go removal of waste at existing waste sites, and implementation of

cost-effective closure and remedial actions as required

4. so action (no removal of waste at existing waste sites, and no

closure or remedial actions?

Alternatives for now onsite hazardous, low-level radioactive, and mixed waste

disposal facilities are:

1. Retrievable storage

2. Shallow land burial


