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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Mrs. Barbara D. Meehan, Contracting Officer
Division of Contracts
TWFN Mail Stop 7-12
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Change in Key Personnel-Successor for Director of Quality Assurance

Dear Mrs. Meehan:

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of a change in key personnel, in accordance with the
requirements of section H.1.A of the subject contract.

In April 24, 2003, correspondence, I advised that Mr. Bruce Mabrito had accepted an invitation to
transfer from the Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses (CNWRA) to the Contracts
Department of Southwest Research Institute (SwRI). In the weeks that followed, we conducted a
rigorous recruitment and interview process. This culminated in selecting Mr. Robert D. Brient as the
next Director of Quality Assurance. Mr. Brient brings extensive expertise and experience to the
position, including advanced degrees and external accreditation as a Lead Auditor and Certified Quality
Engineer. In addition, he was formerly a member of the CNWRA Quality Assurance staff, and has
participated in audits of the CNWRA as well as in NRC-sponsored observation audits of the
Department of Energy and its contractors. Additional information is provided in the attached
Professional Data Sheet.

The effective date of transfer for Mr. Mabrito will be July 5 and that of Mr. Brient will be June 21, 2003.
In addition, there will be a period of partially overlapping work before the transfer dates. As a result, the
transition of responsibilities is anticipated to be timely and fully effective without any negative impact on
supported programs.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to cazJt (210) 522,rffp<
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cc: M. Leach J. Greeves CNWRA Directors
D. DeMarco W. Reamer CNWRA Element Manaf
E. Whitt T. Nagy, SwRI P. Maldonado
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INSTITUTE QUALITY SYSTEMS

ROBERT D. BRIENT
Acting Manager

Master of Quality Management, Loyola University New Orleans, 2001
B.A. in Biology, Rice University, 1973

Robert Brient is the acting manager of the Southwest Research Institute Quality Systems Technology
section and is responsible for auditing, software quality assurance and document and records control
activities. He supervises three software quality engineers and auditors and also performs internal and
external quality and environmental management system audits. Mr. Brient is experienced in developing and
implementing programs that address the full range of requirements, including ISO 9000, ISO 17025,
ANSI/ASME NQA-1, and Total Quality Management principles. He led the development of the Southwest
Research Institute environmental management system that addresses the ISO 14000 series of standards. He
has been recognized by the American Society for Quality as a certified quality engineer since 1984 and by
the Registrar Accreditation Board as a Quality Management System lead auditor since 2000.

Mr. Brient's functions have included audits, quality planning, quality engineering, and surveillance. In
addition, he functioned as the Quality Assurance Department group leader responsible for energy and
environmental related programs, supervising eight quality assurance engineers and technologists.

Before joining Southwest Research Institute, Mr. Brient developed an in-depth background in quality
assurance and manufacturing process control. As laboratory supervisor with Standard Brands, Inc., he was
responsible for compliance with local, state, and FDA regulations. As a quality control manager at Pet, Inc.,
his responsibilities encompassed broader supervisory duties with a staff of five, implementing statistical
process controls and process development in addition to addressing regulatory concerns. As the quality
assurance manager at Standard Industries, Mr. Brient was responsible for the full range of quality activities,
including quality engineering, reliability, sampling plans, specifications, in-process and finished product
inspection and tests, and audits. His duties included supervision and direction of 10 inspection, laboratory,
and technical employees.

PROFESSIONAL CHRONOLOGY: Laboratory supervisor, Standard Brands, Inc., 1973-77; quality
control manager, Pet, Inc., 1977-79; quality assurance manager, Standard Industries, 1979-85; Southwest
Research Institute, engineering technologist, Department of Quality Assurance and Administration, 1985-86;
senior engineering technologist, Department of Quality Assurance and Administration, 1986-87; group
leader, Department of Quality Assurance and Administration, 1987-1989; senior research scientist, Center
for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses Quality Assurance, 1989-1996; senior quality assurance engineer,
Institute Quality Assurance Department, 1996-2002; assistant manager, Audits and Records, 2002; acting
manager, Quality Systems Technology, 2003-present.

CERTIFICATIONS: QMS lead auditor #Q07915, Registrar Accreditation Board; certified quality engineer
#11225, American Society for Quality.
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