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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF JANUARY 6, 2004, CATEGORY 2 MEETING WITH THE
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS TO DISCUSS CODE
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO REACTOR HEAD DEGRADATION

On January 6, 2004, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff from the Division of
Engineering held a public meeting with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)
in Rockville, Maryland.  The purpose of the public meeting was to discuss ASME plans to
address cracking that occurred in the control rod drive mechanism (CRDM) penetrations in the
upper heads of a number of pressurized-water reactors, and for NRC to obtain a better
understanding of the ASME process for identifying and resolving emerging safety issues related
to existing Code requirements and the need for new Code requirements.

The ASME discussed its proposed actions and schedule to address CRDM penetration
cracking during the meeting.  Identification of emerging safety issues, response to NRC letters,
NRC interaction with the ASME, and the regulatory role of NRC personnel on ASME code
committees were also discussed.  A member of the public asked that the ASME clarify several
topics that it presented during the meeting and the ASME responded accordingly.

Several Public Meeting Feedback forms were received.  The feedback forms indicated that the
meeting accomplished its purpose.  The Public Meeting Feedback forms have been forwarded
to the Nuclear Reactor Regulation Senior Communications Analyst.

A list of meeting attendees is attached.  Also attached is a copy of the slides presented by the
ASME at the meeting.  The ADAMS Accession Number for this meeting summary, the list of
meeting attendees, and the slides presented by the ASME at the meeting is ML040200263.

Please direct any inquiries to Steve Tingen at 301-415-1280, or sgt@nrc.gov.

Attachment: 1.  List of Attendees
        2.  ASME Slides
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