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UNITEDSTATES . |
\_  NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20558 v
....«"” . RUG 2 5 1987
The Editer ‘
Seattle Post-Intelligencer A
P.0. Box 1909

Seattle, Washington 98111
Dear Sir:

A report in your August 8 editfon (page D1) suggests that the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission staff has reached certain conclusions regarding the
suitability--or lack thereof--of the Hanford site in Washington for a
repository for the disposal of high-leve) radiocactive was;g.‘afhls fs not the
case. AN

The NRC staff has taken no position regarding the suttability of the Hanford
site and will not be 1n a position to do so until the Oepartment of Energy has
completed a site characterization program. The suggestions to the coatrary ia
your August 8 edftion reflect the personal views of one member of the NRC
staff and one NRC contractor regarding certain specific technical matters. ,
These personal views are part of the public record and were available in our
Public Document Rocm.

Further, contrary to your report, the NRC staff does not expect to receive an
application from the Department of Energy for construction authortzation for 3
h1gg-level radicactive waste repository until the mid-1990's, not the end of
1988.

Sincerely,

<< BWW;‘ 3
Rc\abert €. Broawning, Ofrector
Division of High-Leve! te Management )

Office of Nuclear ‘Material Safety
and Safeguards
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