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BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT (BFN) - UNITS 1, 2, AND 3 -
OPERATI ONAL POVER RANGE MONI TORS (OPRMs) — PLAN TO
SUPPORT OPERABI LI TY

This is in regard to the Septenmber 30, 2003, letter to
NRC from K. S. Putnam Chairman, Boiling Water Reactor
Omer’s Group (BWROG), concerning plants utilizing the
Option Il stability solution (M.032751630). In that
letter, the BWROG recommended that individual nenber
utilities provide NRC with a status of the OPRM system
and their plans to support OPRM operability. BFN Units 2
and 3 are currently in operation and have previously
install ed OPRM systens. Unit 1 is in an extended

out age and hardware needed for the OPRM function has yet
to be install ed.

On Units 2 and 3, the OPRM systemis in service with one
out of four OPRM channels arnmed on Unit 3. The trip
setpoint for the armed channel is based on the interim
figure of nmerit (FOM nmethodol ogy. The renmaini ng OPRM
channels will be armed by m d-January 2004 on both
operating units with FOM derived setpoints. The OPRM
systemw || not, however, be considered fully operable
until conpletion of additional design changes (change in
OPRM paraneters) to resolve the condition discussed in

t he October 4, 2003, Part 21
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notification (M.032870429) concerning the stability Option
11 Period Based Detection Algorithm The defect in that
Part 21 notification is associated with the values of period
tol erance and conditioning filter cutoff frequency.

The plans are to inplenment the additional design changes
on Unit 3 prior to the schedul ed shutdown for the
refueling outage in early Spring 2004. This will allow
moni tori ng of OPRM system performance with the adjusted
paranmeters during off-rated power conditions. Presum ng
successful performance, simlar nodifications will also
be inplemented on Unit 2 in Spring 2004, which will allow
t he OPRM systens on both operating units to be consi dered
fully operable.

Since BFN is actively planning to request approval of
Ext ended Power Uprate and Maxi num Ext ended Load Line
Limt Analysis Plus operation, |longer termplans are to
adopt the Detect and Suppress Solution — Confirmation
Density (DSS-CD) approach. In the neanwhil e, BFN
will continue to use the current interimstability
protection until the DSS- CD solution is approved and
i npl enent ed.

There are no regulatory commtnents associated with this
submttal. If you have any questions on this subject,
pl ease contact nme at (256)729-2636.

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

T. E. Abney
Manager of Licensing
and | ndustry Affairs
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