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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555
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1050 East Flamingo Rd.

Suste 319

l.as Vegas. Nevada 89119
Tel: (702) 288-6125
FTIS: S598-6125

Mr. Robert E. Browning., Director. HIL.WM

Paul T. Prestholt, Sr. On-Site lLicensing Representative
December 16, 1987

Newspaper Articles

Flease find enclosed more information that apneared 1n
our local newspaper that is of i1nterest.
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‘Panel targets Yucca“MiiiIhtam

By Ed Koch .
SUN Statt Writer -

A House of Representatives
~ conference committee: proposal
Monday to locate the nation’s first
high-level nuclear dump in South-
ern Nevada and ignore two other
proposed sites drew ‘angry re-
sponses {rom hngh-ranking state

H ?d‘:{.»’.

. and federal officials.

The House proposal would

force studies of only the site at_
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‘repository in the, Eastjeliminate,
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Yucca Mountam.and abandon alh the }ugh le\el nuclear waste re-.
work elsewhere,ss.i. 2 g Y \» I’pository, along with Deal Smith’

* It also would abandon")a second . county, Texas,:and Hanford, .

- Wash., this'is the first time either?
regional interim“monitored re-l:: -the: House or Senate has pin-,
trievable jstorage_ facilitless, ‘ands- Pointed Nevada fin a proposal as;

drop all study ofﬁlternhﬁvés ex: i the only site:n s MEE

y cept for,the sub-5éaBed fesearcht:’ e}:3$°myzi;:°{;&dsem$:‘
iiouse ;ana ,

Rm,gggmew ?\%ﬁ& Sefdec” But "the *Defhrtment ol
RIS TR Energy reportedly has been in-’
_Though* Nevada ‘Nas beens structed, to “characterize” (per-
strongly consldered a8 aislite for  form c...xtabmty studies on) Yucca,

13 " _.. .
s hinie ’;'_._:.:"-.
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as sole dump site

Mountain and abandon work on
the other sites.

Monday's news comes on the
heels of last week's statement by
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev,, that he
had won agreement from Sen.
Bennett Johnston, D-La., author of
the $13.9 billion energy and water
resources spending bill, to nego-
tiate with House Interior Commit.
tee Chairman Morris Udall of Ari-
zona and Commerce Committee

See GOV. BRYAN, Page 4A
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- selected as the dump site,, .,
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Gov! Bryan Sen. Hecht irate over House dump site proposal

RN CSaNE S

Continued frorr; Page 1A -

= Chalrman John Dingell of Michi-

»gan, opponents of Nevada belng

% Reld heralded the negotlatlon
tben as “great news for Nevada
because those.two congressmen
are staunch opponents of John-
ston’s ‘Screw Nevada Bill’”
“‘However, the screw turned the
Jother way Monday, bringing an-
gry.aresponses from Hecht and
‘Gov: Richard Bryan. Attempts to
reach Reid -for. comment at his
ARPYY Lol

“ » L

“This is the .most critlcal de- -

velopment on the nuclear waste
issue in Nevada in more than a
year."”

Bryan said he believes the
characterization will show that
Yucca Mountain is unsuitable as a
site for the dump, but adds he will

“use litigation, his veto power and

“every other remedy and avenue”
to stop the dump being located In
Nevada, ’
“It's a no-holds barred ﬂght'
and we will wrestle them into the:

Hecht who attached 17 amend- .
ments to the Senate Jegislation to

protect Nevada and continue stu- -,
. dying alternatives, said the House .

proposal abandoned all pretense
at scientifically based decision- |
making.

“They had sold some people a
bill of goods that they were going
to work against a single site in
Nevada, then they put forward .

_ this proposal which really sticks it -+

to us,” Hecht said.
“I have opposed

¢ it

e bll}by Sen.

gutter on this one,” Bryan said. ..,,.,Johnston {chairman of the}Senatc
s L ‘_-:-‘- . h RS - - . N

‘~*This was a blatant polltical
er play.aimed directly at Ne-

F-Vada - Hecht*$ald.’ “The Demo-
cratic Jeade

rsfip of the House has
colors today.” .
Hecht, further;oppbsed; the 10- 3

“*“point. House: pmposal now, before ¢
‘~the i House-Senate sconferees. by
pcalling it “a ‘complete sellout” on
'Jthe,nuclear waste issué:y.

“The action.today.strips tfse

"tamouﬂage from what has been ‘

Qx’:tended all-along,”

said Bryan.
Atiyone ,with:room-temperature :

}Qdknows ‘theyihave targeted Ne-
ada, .. -t
gv t's a sha

meless approach but !

‘Mt feast the House is candid about *

ts lntentlons. .

P !
P G O P NP -

Energy Committee) from the be-
ginning, and I still do.

“But this House proposal so
unfairly targets Nevada and so

_completely eliminates the search

for scientifically sound alter-
_natives that it makes the seven-
" month process by the Senate to
carefuliy study and amend the
legislation look like a complete
waste of time.”

Hecht vowed to continue the
fight to convince panel members
_to scrap the proposal.
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'i'By Foster Church
) ;‘ Newhouse News Service +
3

"WASHINGTON ~< If.Investigations prove

B2 “favorable, Nevada -would become the site of

...the nation’s first permanent nuclear waste

'.~ *dump, according to,a proposal made Monday
j ~.by House members of a conference commit-

Hvea .

“tee.

-ii:-' The Nevada site Is at Yucea Mountain, 100

v.miles northwest of Las.Vegas..
f'. «~-The specific nature'of the proposal ap-
_peared to catch even Sen. J. Bennett Johnston,

- »D-La,, by surprise when it was presented to

Shim Monday alternoon..y 4 -

\dlegislation through the Senate that would

LAS VEGAS SUN

appear to make Nevada the cholce But the
House position is more specific in its pro- ..
visions than anything Johnston has proposed
and would cite Nevada by name in legislation,

Also, the House proposal does not contain
the $100 million a year package of financial
incentives that is a key feature of the Johnston
bill.

Tuesday, December 15, 1987

tPanel targets Nevada as first nuke dump site

\At,, .

the kcy House member In devising the pack-
- age, sald It is already taken for granted that
under the Johnston bill, Nevada would be the
cholce and that the House approach is more
direct and honest.

“Let's not kid anybody,” he said of the
. Johnston bill. “Nevada was not fooled by this.”

A X - . Later, Rep. Al Swift, D-Wash,, who serves
At least one member of the conrerence“‘

on the conference committee, said the House

committee acknowledged that the move:- approach had been hammered together quick-

- would be “a terrible thing” for the state. -t ::!ly Monday afternoon and called it “lousy

Johnston during the conference did:not :legislation and lousy public policy.”
. But he added that House negotiators have .
although he said it “goes against the grain.” He - been placed at a disadvantage by Johnston,
> who shrewdly pushed his legislation through -

actively oppose the more specific language, -

- said the, money package should be retained.
3 Johnston is the chlef Senate negotiator in - “Itisacruel trick on Christmas Eve tosend * the Senate in such a manner that it appears on .
"“Xthe conference committee who has pushed them the waste and no goodies,” he said.*~, ** the two omnibus budget-balancing bms that

_But Rep. Philip R. Sharp. D-Ind,, who was.

are now before Congress.
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