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nclosure 1

SUMMARY OF ESF DESIGN CHANGE NOTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION IN
PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress Report 4, dated October 1991
(covering October 1, 1990 - March 31, 1991)

Section 2.1.2 entitled, Exploratory Studies Pecllity Design and Constryction, incorporsted by
reference a preliminary report entitled "Findings of the ESF Alternatives Study” (Stevens and
Costin, 1991) that was completed in December 1990. It went on to say that this report
provided an overall ranking of the 34 identified ESF configurations at the level of an
executive summary, It also states, "Uhe new ESF configuration, while not final, is presently

wbeing referred 10 a8 the *Reference Design Concept' (RDC)." “Revisions to the Design
Summary Report are currently ongoing to mcorporatc the new ESF RDC. In addition, & plan
(DOE, 19912) has been prepared and baselined in response to an OCRWM request to develop
a phased approach to the ESF design dcvclopment and implementation. This plan describes
how the ESF design, construction, and testing activities will be conducted using a phased
approach.” This plan was included in the List of References at the end of the report and was,
thercfore, incorporated by reference.

Secton 2.1.2.1 entitled, ESF Alternatives Study, also noted, "During the reporting period,
work continued and & preliminary report on the ESFAS was completed as the expert panels
continued to evaluate the 34 identified options.” “On the basis of the documentation and the
bricfing provided to him, the OCRWM Director requested that the YMP proceed with 2
design study focusing on the favorable featires of the highest-ranked options.” “This design
study is currently being conducted by RSN.”

The section then references important meetings with the NWTRB and the NRC with respect

to ESFAS being discussed in Section 2.1.7. Section 2.1.7 states, "Two formal mectings with
the NRC were held, ... and one in Janvary to discuss the status of the CHRBA and ESFAS

ks.”
. o

Scction 2.1.10, reported the SCPB was being revised in preparation for the start of Title II
design studies on the ESF and would incorporate changes to program planning based upon the
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Thus, in the first reporting period in which the ESF Alternatives Study was completed, it was
reported in the progress report. SThe' Gniéliness and detdil included in those reports have been

Kthe subject of €oncern, but both the preliminary ESFAS report and thesplan for the phased
wpproach to ESF.designdévelopment and implementation were incorporated by reference.
The new configuration was characterized as preliminary, but presented as the reference design
concept, and the phased approach was referenced. The report also references a meeting held
with the NRC (in January following completion of the report) for the expressed purpose of
discussing the status of the ESFAS task.

Progress Report S, dated June 1992
(covering April 1, 1991 - September 30, 1991)

Section 2.1.2.1 of PR $§ continued to repont status of the ESFAS by noﬁng that the final report
was published in September 1991. It also provxdcd continuity by reporting that “The design
study thg_was initiated in the previous reporting period was completed in August 1991." In
nddmon,'i‘t*prowdcd & vcry bricf description of the ESF reference design cc_;ix—ccpt.

oV
Section 2 l 10, % itled, Sm Characterization Program Baseline (SCPB) noted that durmg this
reporting period both Revision 0 and Revision 1 were issued. It further noted that Revision 1

incorporated changes to pro anning bas¢ the peference ESF desxgn concept
resulting from the ESFAS. §W“ﬂ*~"{i

Progress Report 6, dated September 1992
(covering October 1, 1991 - March 31, 1992)

@F& Section 2.1.2, Exploratory Studies Facility design and construction, notes that the
Trequirements-dacuments for the B

vised to conform to & two-ramp configurauon of
the ESF, as recommended by the ESFAS. Thus, continuing to fe report thedevslop :
flow from the ESF design changes taking place.

Erogress Report 7, dated December 1992
(covering April 1, 1992 - September 30, 1992) ; L U

reported that

A 25 J8xned reflecting the change in
Xp oratory Studxcs Facility and the change in ESF

configuration based on the ESF Altematives Study. The same section also noted that a

phased approach to ESF Title I design had been adopted by the program.

name from Exploratory haft Facility
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Section 2.1.8, Site Characterization Program Baseline (SCPB), reported that during the
reporting period four revisions of the SCPB were issued. Of those, Revision 6 (issued July

15, 1992) updated Section 8.4 (Planned Site Preparation Activities) to be consistant with the
current ESF concept.

Both the ESFAS Final Report and the Title I Design Summary Report for the Exploratory
Studics Facility were included in this progress report by reference.

Progress Report 8, to be dated July 1993
(covering October 1, 1992 - March 31, 1993)

In response to the recurring comments that the Progress Report has not been providing
sufficient description and notification of changes to ESF design, Section 2,1.2 of PR 8
provides a summary of the changes reported in previous PRs as well as discussion of the
design and construction changes and progress occurring during this reporting period.

Section 2.1.6.2 notes the Structural Geology and Geoengineering Pane] workshop held with
the NWTRB to discuss ESF alternative design and construction strategies.

umm

This is a brief summary of the notification of ESF design developments and changes provided

geésolution of such subjects as timelin&ss, level of detail, and incorporation by reference in the
progress teports, it is felt that the changes in ESF-design have been identified and addressed
hithe Progress Tepoits as soon as proposed changes have been studied and resolved and it is
sppropriate to announce the changes.

-

As the production cycle time for progress reports stabilizes, the timeliness of notification of
design changes via the progress reports should be acceptable.

As the volume of information resulting from the characterization activities continues to

expand, it will become even more necessary to summarize and distill that information in the
progress reports. Thus, it will become increasingly necessary to rely on references to provide  *
the level of detail needed by individuals with interest in particular arcas.Efforis will be '
made to improve the consistency of level of detail and completeness of reference information
throughout the progress reports.
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