
December 9, 2003

Mr.  Thomas Viglasky, Director General
Directorate of Nuclear Substance Regulation
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
280 Slater Street
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1P 5S9

Dear Mr. Viglasky:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I would like to express our
appreciation for hosting a recent visit from our staff to discuss your risk-based regulatory
program (RBRP) at the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC).  Our staff found the
detailed presentations by your RBRP team and others to be very informative and useful in
understanding the risk-based approach that CNSC is implementing.  Our staff especially
appreciated your candid insights on lessons learned from implementing the risk-based
approach.  We brought back valuable information on the successful development and
implementation of CNSC’s robust risk-based approach in the nuclear substance inspection
program.  We expect that this information and your innovative approach will serve as a valuable
resource for our continued risk-informing efforts of non-reactor regulatory activities in the U.S.

Additionally, please pass on to your staff our gratitude for their time and efforts in sharing
information and their experience with our staff.   We appreciate Mr. Albert Thibert’s
extraordinary effort in coordinating the program for our visit.  We would also like to
acknowledge the excellent presentations by Messrs. Nelson, Régimbald, Santini, Sullivan,
Chamberlain, Bouchard, St. Michael, Presley, Irwin, Garg, McCabe, and other supporting team
members. 

We hope to continue to share information on the development and implementation of risk-
based efforts by CNSC and NRC.  Please do not hesitate to call on us if we can be of
assistance to your program.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Margaret Federline, Deputy Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
     and Safeguards
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