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Dear Mr. Purcell:

On March 20, 1985, the NRC staff transmitted to DOE its review of the draft
environmental assessments (EA's) issued by DOE in support of the site-selection
process for the first high level waste geologic repository.

In our comments we identified a number of instances in which DOE did not
document all of the pertinent data concerning major siting issues. We
recommended that DOE carefully consider and document such information before
finalizing the EA's.

Subsequently, we learned of data that we consider may have relevance to
estimates of groundwater travel time at Hanford. These data include
measurements of long-lived radionuclides, like 1-129, in trace concentrations
in wells, which may be of use in inferring groundwater behavior in the basalt
formations near where the nuclear waste may be emplaced. Attached is a list of
two references located by the NRC staff that bear on this subject.

I recommend that, in addressing the NRC comments, DOE pay particular attention
to these data. The NRC would be pleased to receive and review any additional
pertinent data through our ongoing prelicensing consultation with DOE.

As you are aware, our respective staffs have been meeting to review the
development of a DOE document management system which will also serve to support
a prompt and efficient licensing process. It may be useful in developing this
system to consider the circumstances that led to the absence from the draft EA
reference list of the two documents discussed above.

Sincerely,
Original Signed by
Robert E. Browning

Robert E. Browning, Director
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards
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